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INTRODUCTION:
THE LINGERING
QUESTION OF A
LORIEN LEGACY

When I Am Number
Four hit theaters in
2011, it arrived with
considerable fanfare.
Based on the first book
in the Lorien Legacies
series by Pittacus Lore
(a pseudonym for the
writing duo James Frey
and Jobie Hughes), the
film promised to be the
next big young adult
franchise, following in
the footsteps of
Twilight and The
Hunger Games.
Starring Alex Pettyfer,

Timothy Olyphant,
Teresa Palmer, and a
pre-fame Dianna
Agron, the movie
introduced audiences
to John Smith, an alien
fugitive hiding on Earth
from a ruthless enemy
race known as the
Mogadorians.

The film ended on a
major cliffhanger,
setting the stage for a
direct sequel. John had
just discovered
Number Six, they had
defeated a Mogadorian
attack force, and they
were preparing to find
the remaining Garde
members. The tagline
was clear: the fight
was just beginning.
Yet, over a decade


https://web1.enteraskincare.com/

later, that sequel has
never materialized.
The question on the
minds of fans remains
persistent: Will there
be an | Am Number
Four 2?

In this comprehensive
article, we will explore
the history of the
franchise, analyze the
factors that stalled the
sequel, examine the
current status of the
intellectual property,
discuss the possibility
of a reboot or
continuation, and offer
a realistic outlook for
fans hoping to return
to the world of the
Lorien Legacies.

THE ORIGINAL
FILM: A
FRANCHISE THAT
ALMOST WAS

To understand the
future, we must first
look at the past. 1 Am
Number Four was

produced by Michael
Bay’s Platinum Dunes
and directed by D.J.
Caruso (Disturbia,
Eagle Eye). The budget
was a reported $50-60
million, a moderate
sum for a sci-fi action
film with impressive
visual effects.

Box
Office
Performa
nce: The
Deciding
Factor

The most critical factor
in determining
whether there will
be an | Am Number
Four 2 is the box
office. The film grossed
approximately $149
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million worldwide.
While that might sound
respectable, it was
seen as a
disappointment by the
studio, DreamWorks
Pictures. The film
needed to perform
significantly better to
justify the cost of a
sequel, especially
considering the
expensive marketing
campaign and the fact
that sequels often

demand higher
budgets for cast,
effects, and action
sequences.

For context, Twilight
grossed nearly $400
million on a $37 million
budget, and The
Hunger Games
earned almost $700
million. I Am Number
Four simply did not
reach that level of
cultural penetration or
commercial success.
The studio looked at
the numbers and

decided that the risk of
a sequel outweighed
the potential reward.

Critical
Reception
: Mixed
Reviews

The film  received
mixed to average
reviews. Critics praised
the visual effects and
the performances of
the supporting cast,
particularly Timothy
Olyphant as Henri,
John’s  protector.
However, many felt the
script was formulaic,
the pacing was
uneven, and the film
relied too heavily on
familiar teen-angst
tropes rather than fully
developing its unique
alien mythology. On
Rotten Tomatoes, the



film holds a 33% critic
score, though its
audience score is a
more favorable 63%.
This divided reception
did not help the case
for a greenlit sequel.

THE BOOK SERIES:
A RICH SOURCE
MATERIAL LEFT
UNTAPPED

One of the strongest
arguments for I Am
Number Four 2 has
always been the wealth
of source material
available. The Lorien
Legacies book series
comprises seven main
novels, two novellas,
and a sequel series,
Lorien Legacies
Reborn. The story arcs,
character

development, and
escalating stakes in the
books provide a ready-
made blueprint for a
film franchise.

What
Would a
Sequel
Have
Covered?

The second book in the
series, The Power of
Six, would have been
the natural basis for
the sequel. In this
story, John and Number
Six travel to seek out
the remaining Lorien
survivors. They
encounter Number
Seven (Marina) in a
convent in Spain and
learn that the
Mogadorians are closer
than ever. The book
expands the lore,
introduces new powers
(Legacies), and
deepens the mythology
of the Elders and the
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Loric resistance. A film
adaptation of The
Power of Six could
have delivered the
larger-scale battles and
richer world-building
that fans of the first
film were craving.

The Lost
Opportuni
ty for a
Shared
Universe

Before the film’s
release, there was
genuine excitement
about building a
cinematic universe
around the Lorien
Legacies. The books
had a built-in structure
for multiple sequels,
prequels, and spin-offs.
The fact that no sequel
was made represents a

significant missed
opportunity, especially
considering how
popular young adult
sci-fi franchises were
at the time. The
question will there be
an | Am Number
Four 2 is frustrating
for fans because the
answer, for years, has
been a clear no,
despite the potential.

WHY THE SEQUEL
NEVER HAPPENED:
A DETAILED
BREAKDOWN

Understanding the
specific reasons why I
Am Number Four 2
was never produced
requires a look at the
business and creative
landscape of Hollywood
in the early 2010s.

1. The



Box

2. The YA

Office Bubble
Was N@tas

Enough

As mentioned, the
$149 million global
gross was insufficient.
Studios typically need
a film to earn at least
2.5 times its
production budget to
break even when
marketing and
distribution costs are
factored in. I Am
Number Four barely
cleared that threshold,
meaning the profit
margin was thin. For a
franchise starter that
was expected to grow,
the initial return was
too low to inspire
confidence.

Bursting

By 2012 and 2013, the
young adult adaptation
boom was showing
signs of fatigue. While
The Hunger Games
and Divergent
succeeded, many other
YA films like Beautiful
Creatures, The
Mortal Instruments,

and Vampire
Academy failed to
launch franchises.

Studios became more
cautious. The window
for | Am Number
Four 2 to be greenlit
passed quickly as the
genre cooled.
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3.

Creative
Differenc
es and

Schedule

Conflicts

There were reports of
tension behind the
scenes. D.J. Caruso
stepped away from the
project, and finding a
new director who could
maintain continuity
proved challenging.
Additionally, Alex
Pettyfer, who played
John Smith, had a
reputation for being
difficult to work with,
which may have made
the studio hesitant to
commit to him as a
long-term franchise
lead. The cast’s

availability also
became an issue as
their careers diverged
over the following
years.

4. The
Rise of
the
Superher
0 Genre

Around the same time,
the Marvel Cinematic
Universe was
exploding. The
superhero genre began
to dominate the sci-fi
and action space,
leaving less room for
original or adaptation-
based franchises that
did not feature caped
crusaders. I Am
Number Four was
essentially a superhero
origin story, but it was



competing in a
crowded market where
audiences were
increasingly choosing
the MCU and DC
offerings.

THE CURRENT
STATUS: IS THERE
ANY HOPE IN 2025
AND BEYOND?

For years, the answer
to will there be an |
Am Number Four 2
has been a definitive
no. However, recent
developments in
Hollywood suggest that
hope might not be
entirely lost. The
landscape of
intellectual property
has changed
dramatically. Studios
are now mining old
properties for reboots,
revivals, and legacy
sequels.

Streamin
g: A
Potential
New
Home

One of the most
significant changes
since 2011 is the rise
of streaming platforms.
Netflix, Amazon Prime,
HBO Max, and others
are actively acquiring
rights to dormant
franchises. A sequel or
reboot of I Am
Number Four might
not need a theatrical
release to be viable. A
direct-to-streaming
movie or a series could
be a much more cost-
effective way to
continue the story.

In fact, there have
been rumors and
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discussions over the
years about a potential
television series
adaptation. The Lorien
Legacies books are
episodic by nature,
with multiple character
perspectives and
storylines. A serialized
format could actually
serve the material
better than a film
franchise, allowing for
deeper character
development and more
faithful adaptation of
the plots.

Interest
from the
Original
Creators

James Frey, one half of
Pittacus Lore, has
expressed interest in
seeing the story
continue on screen. In

interviews, he has
mentioned that the
rights have been
discussed and that
there is always a
possibility of reviving
the property, especially
if a streaming service
shows interest. This
keeps a glimmer of
hope alive for fans
searching for news on
whether there will
be an | Am Number
Four 2.

The Cast:
Where
Are They
Now?

Any sequel or reboot
would have to contend
with the availability of
the original cast. Alex
Pettyfer has stepped
back from mainstream
Hollywood and has



been critical of the
industry. Teresa
Palmer has become a
respected actress in
both Hollywood and
Australian cinema.
Dianna Agron has
focused on indie films
and music. Timothy
Olyphant is a busy and
sought-after actor.
Reconvening the
original cast would be
a logistical and
financial challenge, but
not impossible for a
passion project or a
well-funded streaming
deal.

A REBOOT VS. A
DIRECT SEQUEL:
WHICH IS MORE
LIKELY?

When considering will
there be an 1 Am
Number Four 2, we
must ask: would a
sequel even be the
best approach? Or
would a full reboot be
more likely?

10

The Case
for a
Direct
Sequel

A direct sequel would
honor the fans who
have been waiting for
over a decade. It would
pick up where the
original left off, with
John and Six searching
for the others. The cast
is older now, which
could actually work in
the story's favor. A
time jump could be
written into the
narrative, showing the
characters as more
mature and powerful
Garde. This approach
would require
significant investment
but would reward loyal
followers.
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and Bone, The
The Case Witcher, Percy

for a
Reboot or
TV Series

A reboot would allow
the studio to retell the
story from the
beginning, correcting
the mistakes of the
first film and reaching
a new generation of
viewers. A television
series on a platform
like Netflix or Disney+
would provide the
room to explore the
mythology in depth,
introduce the other
Numbers gradually,
and build a loyal
audience over multiple
seasons. Given the
current trend of book-
to-screen adaptations
finding success as
series (think Shadow

11

Jackson), this seems
like the most viable
path forward.

THE FAN
PERSPECTIVE: A
DECADE OF
WAITING

The fandom for | Am
Number Four has
remained surprisingly

active. Online
communities, forums,
and social media

groups still discuss the
possibility of a sequel.
Fan petitions have
been created over the
years, and the question
will there be an | Am
Number Four 2 is still
a trending topic in
certain corners of the
internet.

For many fans, the film
was a beloved entry
point into the Lorien
Legacies universe.
They feel that the story



deserves a proper
conclusion on screen.
The books are
complete, offering a
full narrative arc. The
fact that the film series
was cut short after one
installment feels like
unfinished business.

CONCLUSION: THE
VERDICT ON | AM
NUMBER FOUR 2

So, will there be an |
Am Number Four 2?
As of 2025, there is no
official announcement
or active production.
The original  film’s
mixed reception and
underwhelming box

office made a
traditional theatrical
sequel unlikely.

However, the changing
landscape of Hollywood
means that a revival is
not entirely impossible.

The most realistic hope
for fans lies in a
streaming platform

12

adaptation, likely as a
television series that
reboots the franchise
or continues the story
with a new cast. The
rich source material,
the enduring popularity
of the books, and the
current hunger for
nostalgic IP all point to
a potential second life
for the Lorien Legacies.

For now, the answer to
the question remains a
cautious maybe. The
door is not completely
closed, but it is far
from open. Fans should
continue to show their
support for the original
film and the books, as
sustained interest is
often the catalyst that
brings dormant
projects back to life.
Until an official
announcement is
made, the Lorien
legacy lives on in the
pages of the books and
the memories of those
who watched John

12

Will There Be An | Am Number

2026-05-31

Four 2



Will There Be An | Am Number Four 2 13

Smith take his first steps toward his
destiny in 2011.
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