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INTRODUCTION:
THE ENDURING
WISDOM OF LEWIS
CARROLL'S
LOOKING-GLASS
WORLD

Few works of literature
manage to blend pure
absurdity with
profound philosophical
insight as seamlessly
as Lewis Carroll's 1871
novel, Through the
Looking-Glass, and
What Alice Found
There. This sequel to
Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland transports

readers to a universe
where the rules of logic
are inverted, time runs
backward, and
language itself
becomes a playful,
often  frustrating,
puzzle. The novel is a
treasure trove of
memorable lines, and
the quotes from
Through The
Looking Glass have
permeated popular
culture, serving as
witty retorts,
meditations on
identity, and
reflections on the
nature of reality. From
the enigmatic
pronouncements of the
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Red Queen to the
mournful wisdom of
the White Knight, these
guotations continue to
resonate because they
capture the delightful
confusion of navigating
a world that makes
sense only in
retrospect—much like
our own.

In this article, we will
journey through the
most famous and
thought-provoking
quotes from
Through The
Looking Glass. We
will explore their
context within the
story, unpack their
deeper meanings, and
understand why Lewis
Carroll’s nonsense has
remained S0
persistently

meaningful. Whether
you are a longtime fan
of Alice, a student of
literature, or simply
someone who enjoys a
clever turn of phrase,

these quotations offer
a mirror into the
complexities of
language, time, and
self.

THE RED QUEEN'S
RULES: QUOTES
ON RUNNING,
BELIEF, AND LOGIC

The Red Queen is
arguably the most
iconic character in
Through the Looking-
Glass. She is
imperious, impatient,
and embodies a world
where frantic activity
does not guarantee
progress. Her
dialogues with Alice
yield some of the most
quoted and misquoted
lines in literary history.

“Now,
here, you
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see, It

takes all

the

running
you can
do, to
keep In
the same

place.”

This is perhaps the
single most famous
line from the book,
often paraphrased as
“it takes all the running
you can do to stay in
one place.” In the
story, Alice and the
Red Queen run hand in
hand for what seems

like miles, yet the
landscape around them
never changes. When
Alice comments on
this, the Queen offers
her chilling
observation. In a
modern context, this
quote from Through
The Looking Glass
has become a
metaphor for the rat
race, the Red Queen
hypothesis in
evolutionary biology,
and the stress of
modern life where
constant effort often
feels futile. It perfectly
captures the absurdity
of a system that
demands relentless
motion without any
measurable

advancement.

“When |



use a mean—n
word,” either
Humpty more nor
Dumptigss.”
Ssaid, [rynte Humety bumpty

a different character,

conversation with
ratherAéce is a central
philosophical segment

Scornfbj the book. This

quote from Through

tone { Looking Glass is
’ asterclass in the
arb|trary nature of

mea nSanguage Humpty

Dumpty s assertion

Just W e)? e can pay words

ra to do his bidding

I Ch00§(é0th hilarious and
ply unsettling. It

foreshadows modern

|t tO debates about
semantics, political
spin, and the power of
definition. Alice, ever
the voice of common
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sense, pushes back,
but Humpty’s logic—or
lack thereof—remains
a brilliant commentary
on how we often bend
words to fit our will.

“It's a
poor sort
of
memory
that only
works
backward
s,” the
Queen

remarked

In the Looking-Glass
world, the Queen lives
backward: she
remembers the future
before it happens.
When Alice mentions
having a poor memory,
the Queen retorts with
this gem. The line
challenges our linear
conception of time and
memory. It suggests
that true intelligence
might involve not just
recalling the past, but
anticipating the future
or, paradoxically,
remembering events
before they occur. This
quote from Through
The Looking Glass is
often used to
encourage forward-
thinking and to criticize
a rigid attachment to
history.



IDENTITY AND
DREAM: THE
UNRELIABLE SELF

One of the central
themes of Through the
Looking-Glass is the
fluidity of identity.
Alice constantly
questions who she is,
and the characters she
meets are equally
unstable. The famous
quotes from
Through The
Looking Glass about
dreams and selfhood
are particularly
poignant.

“I know
who | was
when |
got up

this
morning,
but |
think |
must
have
been
changed
several
times
since
then.”

Alice says this early in
the book after she
passes through the
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mirror and finds herself
in a strange house. It
perfectly expresses the
disorientation  of
personal growth or
trauma. The line
suggests that identity
is not a fixed state but
a series of
transformations. In the
context of the novel, it
reflects the Victorian
anxiety about selfhood
in a rapidly changing
world. Today, it
resonates with anyone
who has felt like a
different person in a
new job, a new
relationship, or a new
stage of life. This
quote from Through
The Looking Glass is
a gentle reminder that
change is the only
constant.

“He was

part of
my
dream, of
course—b
ut then |
was part
of his
dream,
too.”

The novel ends with
these words, as Alice
wakes up and wonders
whether the Red King
(who she saw sleeping
in the grass) was
dreaming her, or she
was dreaming him.
This circular logic is the
ultimate philosophical



puzzle of the book. Are
we the dreamers or the
dreamed? The quote
from Through The
Looking Glass
challenges the very
notion of objective
reality. It is a
beautifully humbling
thought: we are all
characters in each
other’s narratives, and
perhaps the distinction
between creator and
creation is an illusion.
Carroll leaves the
gquestion open, and
that ambiguity is the
source of the line’s
enduring power.

“I'm not a
story, you
know. I'm
a real

person!”

Tweedledee and
Tweedledum torment
Alice by reciting the
poem “The Walrus and
the Carpenter,” and
when she tries to
escape, they tell her
she is merely part of
the Red King's dream.
Alice protests with this
line, asserting her
reality. It is a cry for
agency in a world that
seems determined to
reduce her to fiction.
This quote from
Through The
Looking Glass speaks
to every human’s
desire to be seen as
authentic, not just a
character in someone
else’s imagination. It is
a defense of
individuality against
determinism.

THE GARDEN OF
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CONVERSATION

AND

INTERRUPTION

When Alice first enters
the garden, she meets
flowers who talk. Their
interactions are filled
with wit and snobbery,
and they offer some of
the most delightful and
cutting quotes from
Through The
Looking Glass.

“She’s
coming!
It's no
use
speaking

LIVING Fl.ngﬁe r

She’s
coming,
and she’s
walking
backward
sl

The Tiger-lily says this
about the Red Queen.
It is a succinct and
vivid description of the
Queen’s peculiar mode
of travel. More than
just a quirky
observation, it
highlights how the
Looking-Glass world
operates on inverted
rules. The flower’s
certainty—"She’s
coming!"—is amusingly
redundant because



they can see she is
already present in a
sense. This quote
from Through The
Looking Glass
exemplifies how Carroll
uses simple language
to create layers of
absurdist humor.

“The
Queen’s
bark is
worse
than her
bite,”
sald the
Tiger-lily.

Alice has just been
scolded by the Red
Queen, and the Tiger-
lily offers this inverted
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version of the common
proverb. It is a clever
twist that tells us the
Queen might be more
bluster than danger.
But it also reflects the
topsy-turvy nature of
the garden: everything
is reversed. This quote
from Through The
Looking Glass is a
reminder not to judge
by appearances,
especially in a world
where every rule is
flipped.

THE WHITE
KNIGHT:
NONSENSE,
INVENTION, AND
SADNESS

The White Knight is
one of the most
endearing characters
in literature. He is
clumsy, inventive, and
endlessly philosophical.
His farewell song and
his conversation with
Alice contain some of
the most touching
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quotes from
Through The
Looking Glass.

“I'm a
very good
hand at
iInventing
things.
Now, |
dare say
you
noticed,
the last
time you
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picked
me up,
that | was
looking
rather

thoughtfu
|?"

The Knight's inventions
are famously
useless—a box to keep
clothes from getting
lost, a mousetrap on
his horse’s saddle, and
an anklet to keep his
horse from biting. Yet
his earnestness is
endearing. This quote
from Through The
Looking Glass
captures the Victorian
fascination with
progress and the irony



of technology that
solves nonexistent
problems. But on a
deeper level, it is about
the human compulsion
to create, even when
creation is pointless.
The White Knight is a
lovable fool, but he is
also a portrait of the
artist.

“But the
tune isn’t
my own
Invention,
" he said.
“It's ‘I
give thee
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all, | can
no
more.’”

The White Knight sings
a song to Alice as a
farewell. Its lyrics are a
patchwork of nonsense
words and half-rhymes,
but the melody is
borrowed. This line is a
meta-commentary on
originality. Carroll
himself was a master
of pastiche and parody.
The quote from
Through The
Looking Glass
suggests that all
creativity is a remix,
that we build our
inventions from the
scraps of others. It is a
humble admission from
a character who
otherwise boasts of his
inventiveness.
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“Of all
the
strange
things
that Alice
Saw In
her
journey
Through
The
Looking-
Glass,

this was
the one
that she
always
remembe
red most
clearly.”

This is the narrator’s
line describing Alice’s
memory of the White
Knight. Among all the
absurdity and logic-
chopping, the gentle,
melancholic Knight
stands out as a figure
of genuine kindness.
The quote from
Through The
Looking Glass (a
narrative quote, not a
character’s)

underscores the




importance of
tenderness in a chaotic
world. It reminds us
that the most
memorable moments
are often the quiet
ones.

THEMES OF TIME
AND
BACKWARDNESS

The entire structure of
Through the Looking-
Glass is based on the
concept of reversal.
Time flows backward,
the White Queen lives
in reverse, and the
world is a chessboard
where pieces move in
predetermined

patterns. Several
quotes from
Through The
Looking Glass

directly address this
theme.

“It's a
great
huge
game of
chess
that’s
being
played—a
Il over
the
world—if
this is the
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world at

all, you

know."”

Alice says this to
herself as she realizes
the landscape is
divided into squares.
The chess metaphor is
explicit: life is a game
with rules, but the
rules are arbitrary and
sometimes

incomprehensible. This
quote from Through
The Looking Glass
can be seen as a
commentary on fate
and free will. Are we
pawns in a larger
game, or can we
become queens? Alice
does become a queen
at the end, but only
after following a
predetermined path. It
is a paradox that
Carroll leaves
unresolved.

“The
horror of
that
moment,
" the King
went on,
“l shall
never,
never
forget!”

“You will, though,” the
Queen said, “if you
don't make a
memorandum of it.”

This exchange
between the White
King and Queen is a
comic take on memory.



The Queen’s pragmatic
solution—write it
down—undercuts the
King's dramatic
pronouncement. It is a
quote from Through
The Looking Glass
that highlights the
fragility of human
recollection and the
absurdity of trying to
capture the infinite
within finite notes. It
also speaks to the
Victorian obsession
with categorization and
record-keeping.

CONCLUSION: THE
MIRROR THAT
REFLECTS
OURSELVES

The quotes from
Through The
Looking Glass are
more than just witty
nonsense; they are
subtle meditations on
language, time,
identity, and the
nature of dreams.
Lewis Carroll, a

16

mathematician and
logician, used the
Looking-Glass world to
expose the limitations
of rigid thinking. He
invites us to question
the rules we take for
granted, to laugh at
our own earnestness,
and to accept that the
universe may be a
grand, puzzling, and
delightful paradox.
Whether it is the Red

Queen’s ruthless
pragmatism, Humpty
Dumpty’s linguistic
tyranny, or the White
Knight’s gentle
sadness, each
quotation  offers a

small, polished mirror
in which we can see
ourselves—our

ambitions, our fears,
and our persistent
need for meaning. So
the next time you feel
you are running just to
stay in place, or you
wonder if you are
dreaming or being
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dreamed, remember that Lewis Carroll
already put it
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