
The Trial And Death Of Socrates Euthyphro 1

The Trial And Death Of Socrates
Euthyphro

The Trial And Death Of
Socrates Euthyphro

Downloaded from
web1.enteraskincare.com

by Devin & Fields

INTRODUCTION: THE LAST DAYS
OF A PHILOSOPHER

The  story  of  the  trial  and  death  of
Socrates  represents  one  of  the  most
pivotal moments in Western philosophy.
It is a narrative that blends legal drama,
moral courage, and profound intellectual
inquiry.  Central  to  understanding  the
events  leading  to  his  execution  is  a

lesser-known  but  crucial  Platonic
dialogue:  the  Euthyphro.  This  short
philosophical exchange takes place just
outside  the  court  where  Socrates  is
about  to  be  tried.  To  fully  grasp  The
Tria l  And  Death  Of  Socrates
Euthyphro as a cohesive philosophical
journey,  we  must  explore  how  this
dialogue sets the stage for  the ethics,
piety, and civic duty that Socrates would
later defend with his life. This article will
guide you through the historical context,
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the  philosophical  arguments,  and  the
enduring legacy of one of history's most
famous trials.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: ATHENS
IN TURMOIL

Socrates  lived  through  a  period  of
immense political and social upheaval in
Athens.  The  Peloponnesian  War  had
ended  in  defeat,  and  the  city  was
struggling  to  redefine  its  democracy.
S o c r a t e s  h i m s e l f  h a d  b e e n  a
controversial  figure  for  decades.  Known
for  his  relentless  questioning—the
Socratic method—he had embarrassed
many  influential  Athenians  by  exposing
the  weakness  of  their  arguments.  He
was accused of impiety and corrupting
the youth. But to understand the depth
of these charges, we must look at the

philosophical underpinnings explored in
the Euthyphro.

The Charges
Against Socrates
In  399  BCE,  Socrates  was  formally
charged by Meletus,  a poet;  Anytus,  a
politician;  and  Lycon,  an  orator.  The
indictment  read:  "Socrates  is  guilty  of
re fus ing  to  recognize  the  gods
recognized  by  the  state,  and  of
introducing  new  divinities.  He  is  also
guilty  of  corrupting  the  youth."  These
were  serious  offenses  in  a  city  where
religion  and  civic  life  were  deeply
intertwined. The trial was not merely a
legal proceeding; it was a referendum on
intellectual freedom and the role of the
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philosopher in society.

THE EUTHYPHRO DIALOGUE: A
PRELUDE TO PIETY

The Euthyphro dialogue is a masterful
piece of philosophical theater. It is set on
the  porch  of  the  King  Archon's  court,
where Socrates is waiting to be indicted.
He meets Euthyphro, a religious expert
who is at the court to prosecute his own
father  for  murder.  This  shocking
act—suing  his  own  father  on  religious
grounds—leads  Socrates  to  engage
Euthyphro in a conversation about the
nature of piety (or holiness).

The Euthyphro
Dilemma
At  the  heart  of  the  dialogue  is  the
famous Euthyphro dilemma.  Socrates
asks:  "Is  the  pious  loved by  the  gods
because it is pious, or is it pious because
it is loved by the gods?" This question
has profound implications for ethics and
religion.  Euthyphro initially  defines piety
as "what is dear to the gods." Socrates
quickly  points  out  that  the gods often
quarrel  among  themselves.  What  one
god loves, another might hate. Thus, the
same action  could  be  both  pious  and
impious.  Euthyphro  then  refines  his
definition  to  "what  is  loved  by  all  the
gods."  This  leads  to  the  core  dilemma:
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Option A: An action is pious
because the gods approve of it.
This makes morality arbitrary. If
the gods commanded something
evil, it would become good.
Option B: The gods approve of an
action because it is already pious.
This suggests that piety exists
independently of the gods, placing
a standard of goodness above
even the divine.

This dilemma has challenged thinkers for
millennia.  For  Socrates,  it  was  the  first
step in a lifetime of questioning. In the
context  of  The  Trial  And  Death  Of
Socrates  Euthyphro,  this  dialogue
reveals  that  Socrates  is  not  impious.
Rather,  he  is  deeply  concerned  with
understanding  true  piety,  which  he

believes  cannot  be  based  on  mere
tradition or mythological stories.

THE TRIAL: THE APOLOGY

The  Apology  of  Socrates  (from  the
Greek  word  "apologia,"  meaning
defense) is Plato's account of the trial. It
i s  he re  tha t  the  themes  o f  the
Euthyphro come to a head. Socrates is
not  merely  defending  his  life;  he  is
defending a way of life—the examined
life.

Socrates'
Defense
Socrates  begins  by addressing the old
prejudices against him. He was known as
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a  "wise  man"  because  the  Oracle  at
Delphi had proclaimed him the wisest of
all. Socrates set out to prove the oracle
wrong  by  finding  someone  wiser  than
himself. He questioned politicians, poets,
and craftsmen. In each case, he found
that they claimed to know things they
did  not  truly  understand.  Socrates
concluded that  his  wisdom was simply
this: he knew that he knew nothing. This
humility,  however,  made him enemies.
His  relentless  questioning  exposed
ignorance, and those he refuted did not
appreciate the lesson.
Regarding the specific charges, Socrates
refutes  the  accusation  of  impiety  by
arguing that he has always followed a
divine sign (his "daimonion") and that he
believes in spiritual things, which implies
belief in gods. He argues that his mission

is  to  serve  the  god  of  Delphi  by
examining men and urging them to care
for their souls more than their wealth or
reputation. He famously declares: "The
unexamined life is not worth living."

The Verdict and
Sentencing
The  jury  found  Socrates  guilty  by  a
relatively narrow margin (280 to 221). In
the penalty phase, Socrates could have
proposed  a  reasonable  alternative  to
death, such as exile. Instead, he argued
that he deserved a reward—free meals
in the Prytaneum (a public honor). This
sarcastic  proposal  angered  the  jury.
When forced to propose a penalty,  he
suggested a small fine, which his friends
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offered  to  increase.  The  jury,  however,
voted for the death penalty by a larger
margin this time.
Socrates  accepted  the  verdict  with
remarkable calm. He told the jurors that
death was not an evil.  It  was either a
dreamless sleep or a journey to another
world  where  he  could  continue  his
questioning of great heroes like Homer.
He  ended  with  a  final  plea:  "Let  us  not
be angry with each other. I am not angry
with those who convicted me. I ask them
to treat my sons as I have treated them:
if they care for riches more than virtue,
rebuke them."

THE DEATH OF SOCRATES: THE
CRITO AND THE PHAEDO

After the trial, Socrates was imprisoned
for about a month while the sacred ship

to  Delos  was  away  (during  which  no
executions were allowed). Two dialogues
cover this period:

The Crito: On
Civic Duty
In  the  Crito,  Socrates'  wealthy  friend
Crito visits him in prison and urges him
to  escape .  C r i to  has  a r ranged
everything:  guards  have  been  bribed,
and a boat is waiting. Socrates refuses.
He  argues  that  one  must  never  do
wrong, even in response to wrong. He
engages in a hypothetical conversation
with the Laws of Athens. The Laws argue
that by remaining in Athens his entire
life, Socrates has entered into a social
contract  with  the  city.  He  has  benefited



The Trial And Death Of Socrates Euthyphro 7

7

from its protection, laws, and culture. To
escape  now  would  be  to  destroy  the
Laws and undermine the very foundation
of justice.
This dialogue echoes the themes of the
Euthyphro  in a profound way. Just as
Socrates questioned whether piety was
simply  following  tradition,  he  now
questions  whether  justice  is  simply
following one's  own will.  He concludes
that true justice requires obedience to
the  laws,  even  when  they  are  unjust,
because the alternative is chaos. It is a
powerful argument for civil disobedience
and moral integrity.

The Phaedo: The
Death of the
Philosopher
In the Phaedo, Plato provides a moving
account  of  Socrates'  final  hours.  His
friends  gather  around  him,  and  he
discusses the immortality of the soul. He
argues that philosophy is a practice for
death—a separation of the soul from the
body.  He  drinks  the  hemlock  calmly,
without fear. His last words were: "Crito,
we owe a rooster to Asclepius. Please,
don't forget to pay the debt."
This final request is enigmatic. Asclepius
was the god of healing. A rooster was
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offered as a sacrifice of thanks for a cure
from  illness.  Socrates  seems  to  be
saying that death is the ultimate cure—a
healing of the soul from the limitations of
the  body.  It  is  a  fitting  end  for  a  man
who  spent  his  life  seeking  wisdom.

PHILOSOPHICAL SIGNIFICANCE
AND LEGACY

The story of The Trial And Death Of
Socrates Euthyphro is far more than a
historical  account.  It  is  a  timeless
exploration  of  fundamental  questions:

What is piety? The Euthyphro
teaches us that true religious
devotion is not about following
rituals or traditions. It is about
understanding the nature of
goodness itself.

What is justice? The trial and the
Crito show us that justice is not
about winning or saving oneself. It
is about living with integrity, even
in the face of death.
What is the meaning of life?
Socrates' life and death affirm that
the examined life is the only life
worth living. We must question our
beliefs, our values, and our
actions.

The Euthyphro
Dilemma in
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Modern Ethics
The  Euthyphro  dilemma  remains  a
cornerstone of metaethics. It challenges
religious  believers  to  explain  the
relationship between God and morality.
Is  morality  independent  of  God? If  so,
then God is not the ultimate source of
goodness.  If  not,  then  morality  seems
arbitrary.  This  dilemma  has  been
debated  by  Christian  philosophers  like
Thomas Aquinas, who argued that God's
nature is identical  with goodness, thus
resolving the dilemma. But  for  secular
thinkers,  the  dilemma  is  a  powerful
argument for grounding ethics in reason
and  human  nature  rather  than  divine
command.

Socrates as a
Model of
Intellectual
Courage
Socrates'  willingness  to  die  for  his
principles  has  made  him  a  model  for
thinkers  for  over  two  millennia.  He
inspired  the  Cynics,  the  Stoics,  and
countless  others.  His  method  of
questioning—the  Socratic  method—is
still used in law schools, classrooms, and
boardrooms  today.  The  dialogue  form
itself,  pioneered  by  Plato,  has  shaped
literature and philosophy forever.



10

10 The Trial And Death Of Socrates Euthyphro 2022-12-21

In a world of fake news, echo chambers,
and  tribal  loyalties,  Socrates'  call  to
examine our lives is more urgent than
ever. He reminds us that it is better to
suffer  injustice  than  to  commit  it.  He
teaches us that the goal  of  life  is  not
comfort  or  wealth,  but  wisdom  and
virtue.

CONNECTING THE EUTHYPHRO
TO THE DEATH OF SOCRATES

One might wonder why the Euthyphro
is so important to understanding the trial
and death. The connection is subtle but
crucial. In the trial, Socrates is accused
of  impiety.  The  Euthyphro  shows  us
that  Socrates  was,  in  fact,  deeply
concerned with piety—but a piety based
on reason,  not  on tradition.  Euthyphro
represents  the  old,  tradit ional ,

unreflective religion. He confidently goes
to prosecute his own father, believing he
is doing the pious thing. Yet he cannot
define  what  piety  is.  Socrates,  on  the
other hand, has spent his life examining
the  concept.  He  may  not  have  a  final
definition,  but  he  knows  that  any  true
piety must be consistent with the good.
When Socrates refuses to escape from
prison, he is acting on a principle that he
would have defended in the Euthyphro:
one must not do wrong, even when one
has  been  wronged.  This  is  a  form  of
piety—a  reverence  for  justice  itself.
When he drinks the hemlock, he shows
that he fears not death, but the shame
of  living  a  lie.  This  is  the  ultimate
expression of the examined life.
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CONCLUSION: THE ENDURING
POWER OF A QUESTION

The story of The Trial And Death Of
Socrates Euthyphro is not just a story
about one man. It is a story about every
person who has ever dared to question
authority, to seek the truth, and to live

with integrity. The Euthyphro dialogue
gives  us  the  philosophical  tools  to
question  our  own  assumptions  about
religion and morality. The trial shows us
the courage to stand by those questions.
And the death shows us the peace that
comes from


