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INTRODUCTION:
THE SOUL BEHIND
THE SWORD

Within  the  sprawling,
blood-soaked narrative
of  Hiroaki  Samura's
legendary  manga
series  Blade  of  the
I m m o r t a l ,  f e w
characters  leave  as
profound a mark on the
reader's soul as Makie
Otono-Tachibana.  She
i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a
supporting character in
t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e
immortal  samurai,
Manji, and the vengeful
young girl,  Rin.  Makie
is  a  complex,  tragic,
a n d  u l t i m a t e l y

triumphant  figure
whose journey from a
weaponized  tool  to  a
self-actualized  woman
forms one of the most
compell ing  arcs  in
modern  manga.  For
those  who  delve  into
the  world  of  Makie
B l a d e  O f  T h e
I m m o r t a l ,  t h e y
discover  a  narrative
layer that explores the
v e r y  e s s e n c e  o f
violence,  redemption,
a n d  t h e  f r a g i l e
possibility of peace.
Makie is introduced as
a member of the Itto-
Ryu,  the  very  same
sword  school  that
s laughtered  Rin 's
parents  and  set  the
main  plot  in  motion.
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However,  to  dismiss
her  as  just  another
v i l la in  would  be  a
grave  mistake.  She  is
the right arm of Anotsu
K a g e h i s a ,  t h e
c h a r i s m a t i c  a n d
revolutionary leader of
the  Itto-Ryu,  and  her
skills with a blade are
terrifyingly  formidable.
Yet, beneath that calm
exterior  and  lethal
precision lies a woman
trapped  by  her  own
p a s t  a n d  h e r
unwavering  loyalty.
This article will explore
every facet of  Makie's
character,  her  role  in
the  story,  her  unique
fighting  style,  and  her
lasting legacy as one of
the  most  nuanced
figures  in  the  series.
Understanding  Makie
B l a d e  O f  T h e
Immortal  is  essential
to  understanding  the
heart  of  the  entire
saga.

CHARACTER
PROFILE: WHO IS
MAKIE OTONO-
TACHIBANA?

Makie is introduced as
a  calm,  polite,  and
deeply  melancholic
young  woman.  She  is
utter ly  devoted  to
Anotsu  Kageh isa ,
a c t i n g  a s  h i s
bodyguard,  confidante,
and  mos t  t rus ted
warrior.  Her  loyalty  is
absolute,  a  trait  that
stems from a past filled
with  t rauma  and  a
desperate  need  for
purpose. Before joining
the Itto-Ryu, Makie was
a  v i c t i m  o f
circumstance,  trained
from a young age to be
nothing  more  than  a
perfect,  emotionless
killer  for  a  different
clan.
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Early Life:
Forged by
Broken

Bonds
Makie's past is a story
of  exploitation.  She
was  adopted  by  a
sword  master  who
recognized  her  innate
talent and raised her to
be  a  living  weapon.
She was conditioned to
suppress her emotions
and  to  see  herself  as
an object, a tool to be
used  for  the  benefit  of
others. This upbringing
left her with a profound
sense  of  emptiness.
She did not kill  out of
malice  or  anger;  she
killed  because  it  was
her  funct ion.  This
d e h u m a n i z i n g
existence  made  her
feel disconnected from

the  wor ld,  a  ghost
drifting  through  a  life
she  never  chose.  Her
entire  identity  was
defined by her utility to
others,  a  theme  that
resonates  deep ly
throughout  her  arc  in
Makie Blade Of The
Immortal.

Meeting
Anotsu
Kagehisa:
A New
Purpose
Everything changed for
M a k i e  w h e n  s h e
crossed  paths  with
Anotsu  Kageh isa .
Instead  of  seeing  a
mere  weapon,  Anotsu
s a w  a  p e r s o n .  H e
spoke to her not as a
t o o l ,  b u t  a s  a n
individual.  He  offered
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her a place in his new
order, the Itto-Ryu, not
because  he  needed  a
killer,  but  because  he
r e c o g n i z e d  h e r
p o t e n t i a l  t o  b e
something  more.  For
M a k i e ,  t h i s  w a s
revolutionary.  Anotsu
gave her a choice. He
is the only person who
ever  treated  her  with
genuine  respect  and
kindness, which is why
her loyalty to him is so
fierce  and
unbreakable. She does
not  follow  him  out  of
f e a r ,  b u t  o u t  o f
profound gratitude and
love.  This  dynamic  is
c e n t r a l  t o
understanding  her
c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h e
contex t  o f  Makie
B l a d e  O f  T h e
Immortal .

FIGHTING STYLE:
THE COLD ART OF
THE ITTO-RYU

M a k i e  i s  w i d e l y

considered one of  the
m o s t  s k i l l f u l
swordsmen  in  the
entire series,  arguably
second  only  to  Manji
himself.  Her  fighting
s ty le  i s  a  pe r fec t
reflection  of  her
personality:  precise,
efficient,  and devoid of
unnecessary  flourish.
She does not fight with
rage  or  passion;  she
fights  with  the  cold,
calculated precision of
a surgeon.

Superhuman
Speed and
Reflexes:
Makie's most
notable attribute
in combat is her
incredible speed.
She can draw her
blade and strike
faster than the
human eye can
follow. This is a
result of her
lifelong training
in the Itto-Ryu's
unique
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techniques,
which prioritize
speed and
accuracy over
brute strength.
Kenjutsu
Mastery: Her
swordsmanship
is not about
flashy moves. It
is about perfect
technique. She
can disarm
opponents,
deflect multiple
attacks, and
deliver fatal
blows with
minimal
movement. Her
fights are often
decided in a
single, blindingly
fast exchange.
Cold Demeanor
in Battle: Even
in the face of
certain death,
Makie remains
calm. Her face is
an emotionless
mask during

combat. This lack
of fear or
hesitation makes
her an incredibly
dangerous
opponent, as she
cannot be
intimidated or
baited. She
calculates and
executes with
terrifying clarity.
Hand-to-Hand
Combat: While
known for her
sword, Makie is
also highly
capable in
unarmed
combat, using
joint locks and
throws to
neutralize
threats. Her
physical
conditioning is
exceptional,
allowing her to
fight for
extended periods
without tiring.

It  is  this  terr i fying
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competence  tha t
m a k e s  h e r  a
memorable  character
when  exploring  the
d e p t h s  o f  M a k i e
B l a d e  O f  T h e
Immortal.  She  is  the
living  embodiment  of
t h e  I t t o - R y u ' s
p h i l o s o p h y  o f
"efficiency in killing."

HER
RELATIONSHIP
WITH THE MAIN
CAST

The  most  compelling
aspect of Makie's story
is  how  she  interacts
with  the  protagonists,
particularly  Rin  and
M a n j i .  T h e s e
interactions  force  her
to confront the life she
has led and the choices
she has made.

Makie

and Rin:
The
Mirror of
Vengeanc
e
Makie and Rin are foils
for one another. Rin is
driven  by  a  burning,
passionate  desire  for
vengeance.  She  is
consumed  by  hate.
Makie,  on  the  other
hand, represents what
Rin  could  become  if
she  loses  herself  to
that  hate—a  cold,
e m p t y  v e s s e l  f o r
v i o l e n c e .  T h e i r
confrontations  are  not
just  physical  duels;
they  are  ideological
battles.  Makie  sees
R i n ' s  p a i n  a n d
recognizes a lost soul,
while Rin sees Makie as
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a  symbol  of  the  evil
that  destroyed  her
f a m i l y .  T h e i r
r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  a
complex  dance  o f
mutual recognition and
unavoidable  conflict,  a
key relationship in the
study of Makie Blade
Of The Immortal.

Makie
and
Manji: An
Unspoken
Understa
nding
Manji,  the  immortal
protagonist,  has  a
unique  dynamic  with
M a k i e .  H e  h a s  n o
interest  in  fighting  her
unless  he  has  to.  He
s e e s  h e r  n o t  a s  a

monster ,  but  as  a
woman  bound  by  her
own form of duty and
love, much like he was
bound  to  his  sister’s
memory. Manji, a killer
seeking  redemption,
recognizes the "tool" in
Makie.  He  does  not
judge her, and in turn,
Makie  realizes  that
M a n j i  i s  n o t  t h e
mindless brute the Itto-
Ryu believes him to be.
Their  few  encounters
are  filled  with  tension
and  a  strange,  silent
respect.

THEMATIC DEPTH:
VIOLENCE, LOVE,
AND
INDEPENDENCE

Makie's  story  arc  is  a
powerful exploration of
several  deep  themes
that  elevate  Blade  of
the Immortal beyond a
simple revenge story.



8

8 Makie Blade Of The Immortal 2022-08-30

The
Weaponiz
ation of

People
Makie  is  the  ultimate
example of how society
or  indiv iduals  can
dehumanize  a  person
by turning them into a
weapon. The narrative
constantly  questions
whether  a  person can
reclaim their humanity
after  being used as  a
tool  for  so  long.  Her
character  asks  the
reader:  "Is  it  possible
to choose a new life?"

Different
Types of

Love
Her love for Anotsu is
the cornerstone of her
character. But it is not
a simple romantic love.
I t  is  a  love  born  of
salvation.  She  loves
him  for  giving  her  a
will. This complex, non-
traditional  relationship
i s  h a n d l e d  w i t h
remarkable maturity in
the manga. Her loyalty
is a form of love that
she  clings  to  as  her
only anchor to reality.

Breaking
the Cycle
Perhaps  the  most
important  theme  in
Makie Blade Of The
I m m o r t a l  i s  t h e
possibility  of  breaking
the  cycle  of  violence.
Mak ie  eventua l l y
comes to a crossroads
where she must decide
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if her only purpose is to
k i l l  a n d  d i e  f o r
someone else, or if she
can  exist  for  herself.
T h i s  s t r u g g l e  f o r
independence  is  what
makes  her  final
character resolution so
p o w e r f u l  a n d
satisfying.

THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF MAKIE IN THE
OVERALL PLOT

Makie is not just a side
character;  she  is  a
crucial  pillar  of  the
story's second half. Her
actions  have  direct
consequences  on  the
final  conflict  between
Manji and Anotsu. She
serves  as  a  mora l
anchor for Anotsu, and
h e r  p r e s e n c e
humanizes  what  could
have  been  a  one -
d i m e n s i o n a l
antagonist.
Fur thermore ,  her
journey  influences

R i n ' s  g r o w t h .  B y
witnessing  Makie's
struggle, Rin begins to
understand  the  true
cost  of  her  path  of
vengeance. Makie acts
as  a  cautionary  tale
and,  paradoxically,  a
source  of  inspiration
for  Rin  to  find  a
different  way.  The
narrative  carefully
e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e
exploration  of  Makie
B l a d e  O f  T h e
Immortal  is  not  just
about  her  own  story,
but  about  how  her
choices ripple out and
affect the entire cast.

Key
Battles
and
Moments
Several  specific scenes
define Makie's legacy:
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The1.
Confrontation
with the
Mugai-Ryu: Her
fight against the
elite assassins of
the Mugai-Ryu is
a showcase of
her absolute
peak physical
ability. She fights
off multiple
masters
simultaneously,
proving why she
is Anotsu's most
valuable warrior.
The Fight with2.
Manji: While
they fight on
multiple
occasions, their
major
confrontation is a
turning point for
both characters.
It is a fight
neither of them
truly wants, and
it ends in a way
that changes the
course of the

plot.
Her Final3.
Decision:
Without spoiling
the specific
details, Makie is
given a final, life-
altering choice.
How she resolves
this choice is one
of the most
emotionally
resonant
moments in the
entire manga. It
solidifies her as a
character who
was ultimately
able to find her
own voice.

MAKIE IN
ADAPTATIONS:
MANGA VS. ANIME

It is important to note
that  the  portrayal  of
Makie Blade Of The
Immortal  differs
slightly  between  the
original manga and the
2018 anime adaptation
by Amazon Prime.
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I n  t h e  M a n g a
(1993-2012):  The
o r i g i n a l  s o u r c e
material  allows  for
much  more  depth.
Hiroaki  Samura's  art
style perfectly captures
Makie's  sti l l ,  quiet
s a d n e s s  a n d  h e r
explosive violence. The
manga has the time to
flesh  out  her  inner
monologue  and  her
past  in  excruciating
detail.  Her  story  is  a
slow burn that pays off
b e a u t i f u l l y  o v e r
hundreds  of  chapters.
This  is  the  definitive
v e r s i o n  o f  t h e
character.
In  the  2018 Anime:
The adaptation had to
condense  a  massive
story into 24 episodes.
While  Makie  is  still  a
prominent  and  well-
acted character,  some
of  the  nuance  of  her
internal  struggle  is
trimmed  for  pacing.
H e r  b a c k s t o r y  i s

touched upon but  not
given the same weight.
However,  the  anime
d o e s  e x c e l  i n
animating  her  fighting
sty le ,  mak ing  her
speed  and  precision
visually  stunning.  For
new  fans,  the  anime
serves  as  a  g rea t
introduction  to  the
world and to the core
concept  o f  Makie
B l a d e  O f  T h e
Immortal ,  but  the
manga  remains  the
richer  experience.

Why the
Anime
Adaptatio
n is Still
Worth
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Watching
Soundtrack
and Voice
Acting: The
Japanese voice
actor for Makie
perfectly
captures her
quiet, reserved
tone.
Visual
Choreography:
Her fight scenes
are animated
with a fluid grace
that is a joy to
watch.
Accessibility:
For those who
don't read
manga, the
anime is a solid
entry point into
this complex
character.

CONCLUSION: THE
LEGACY OF A
TROUBLED SOUL

Makie Otono-Tachibana
is  fa r  more  than  a
deadly  swordsman.
She  is  the  beat ing
heart  of  the  thematic
conflict  in  Blade  of  the
Immortal. Her story is a
quiet,  solemn  tragedy
that  blossoms  into  a
hard-won  victory  for
the  human spirit.  She
asks  the  most  difficult
questions of the series:
Can a person made for
violence be something
else?  Can  love  truly
save  a  broken  soul?
And most  importantly,
is  it  ever  too  late  to
choose your own path?
For those exploring the
dark  and  beautiful
world of Makie Blade
Of  The  Immortal ,
they  will  find  a
character  who  is  a
m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
writ ing—a  perfect
blend of action, pathos,
and redemption. She is


