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INTRODUCTION:
WHY MIXING YOUR
OWN LACQUER IS
WORTH THE
EFFORT

The allure of a
perfectly coordinated
manicure is
undeniable, yet finding
that exact shade of
dusty lavender or
translucent jelly finish
often feels like a
treasure hunt.
Commercial nail polish
formulas can be
expensive, filled with
harsh chemicals, or
limited to seasonal
collections. Learning
how to make your
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own nail polish offers
a creative outlet and
complete control over
color, texture, and
ingredients. Whether
you are aiming for a
custom pigment that
matches a favorite
dress or a non-toxic
formula for sensitive
nails, the process is
surprisingly
straightforward. This
guide walks you
through everything you
need to begin mixing
your own bespoke
polishes at home, from
sourcing the right base
to perfecting your
signature shade.

THE BENEFITS OF
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NAIL LACQUER

Before diving into the
technical steps of how
to make your own
nail polish, it helps to
understand why so
many beauty
enthusiasts trade
store-bought bottles
for DIY projects. The
advantages extend far
beyond simply saving
money.

Total
Color
Customiz
ation

You are no longer
limited to what is
available on drugstore
shelves. By mixing
your own pigments,
you can recreate a
discontinued favorite,

match
Pantone swatch, or
develop a completely
new shade no one else
has. This level of
personalization is the
primary reason people
search for guidance on
how to make your
own nail polish.

Ingredien
t Control

Many commercial
polishes contain
formaldehyde, toluene,
and dibutyl phthalate
(DBP), commonly
referred to as the toxic
trio. When you mix
your own, you select
the resin, solvent, and
plasticizer. You can opt
for water-based,
vegan, or breathable
formulas that are
kinder to your nails and
the environment.
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Cost-
Effectiven

ingredients are
available from
specialty cosmetic

suppliers or online
marketplaces.

Long Run

While the initial
investment in supplies
may seem significant,
making multiple bottles
from a single pigment
set proves economical.
You also eliminate the
frustration of buying a
full bottle for a single
use or a special event.

ESSENTIAL
INGREDIENTS AND
SUPPLIES

To master how to
make your own nail
polish, you must
understand the core
components that give
polish its consistency,
drying time, and
wearability. These

Suspensi
on

e Clear nail
polish base:
The easiest
starting point.
Purchase an
inexpensive,
clear polish with
a good
consistency. This
acts as your
carrier.

e Suspension
base: A
professional-
grade, clear
liquid designed
specifically for
mixing pigments.
It prevents color



particles from
sinking and

ensures even
disbursement.

Colorants
and
Pigments

e Mica powders:
Provide shimmer,
pearl, and
metallic effects.
They are
cosmetic-grade
and safe for nail
use.

* Iron oxides and
ultramarines:
Create opaque,
matte, or creamy
colors. These are
the same
pigments used in
commercial
makeup.

¢ Fluorescent or
neon pigments:
Ideal for bold,

statement
shades.
Glitter and
holographic
flakes: Add
texture and
sparkle. Ensure
they are
cosmetic-grade
to avoid
scratching the
nail surface.

Equipme

e Empty polish

bottles: Glass
bottles with a
brush applicator.
Sizes range from
5mlto 15 ml.
Small mixing
cups: Disposable
plastic or silicone
cups for
blending.
Stirring sticks:
Wooden or
plastic sticks for
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mixing.

e Funnel: A small
funnel helps
transfer the
mixed polish into
the bottle
without spills.

e Scale or
measuring
spoons: For
precise pigment
measurements,
especially if you
plan to replicate
a shade.

e Gloves and
mask: To avoid
inhaling fine
pigment dust
and to keep
hands clean.

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE: HOW TO
MAKE YOUR OWN
NAIL POLISH

Follow this method
carefully to achieve a
smooth, streak-free
polish that applies
evenly and lasts. The

entire process takes
about fifteen minutes,
plus drying time for the
final mixture.

Step 1:
Prepare
Your
Workspac
e

Cover work
surface with
newspaper or a plastic
mat. Fine pigment
particles can travel, so
a clean, closed-off area
is ideal. Put on gloves
and a mask before
handling any powders.

Step 2:

your



Start

your own nail polish.
Begin with a tiny pinch
of your chosen

W|th th@ent mica, oxide,

Base

Pour approximately 10
ml of your clear
suspension base into a
mixing cup. If you are
using a pre-made clear
polish, shake it well
first to ensure
uniformity. The base
should fill about two-
thirds of the final bottle
volume before adding
pigments.

Step 3:

Add Your
Pigments
Gradually

This is the creative
heart of how to make

or glitter. Stir
thoroughly with a
wooden stick. Check
the color by dipping a
clean stirrer into the
mix and holding it
against white paper.
Continue adding
pigment in small
increments until you
reach the desired
opacity and shade.
Remember that the
color often appears
lighter in the cup than
it will on the nail after
drying.

Step 4.
Mix
Thorough
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ly

Stir for at least two
minutes to ensure the
pigment is fully
suspended. Scrape the
sides and bottom of
the cup. If you notice
clumps, use the back
of the stirrer to break
them apart. A uniform
mixture is the key to a
professional finish.

Step 5:
Test the
Consisten

Cy

Dip a clean brush into
the mixture and apply
a thin stripe onto a
piece of paper or a
fake nail tip. The polish
should flow smoothly
without being runny. If
it is too thick, add a

drop of polish thinner
(not acetone or nail
polish remover). If it is
too thin, add a small
amount of clear base
or a pinch of
stearalkonium
hectorite, a thickening
agent used in
cosmetics.

Step 6:
Transfer
to the
Bottle

Using a funnel, pour
the mixed polish into
your empty glass
bottle. Tap the bottle
gently on the counter
to release any air
bubbles. Wipe the
bottle neck clean
before screwing on the
cap tightly.



Step 7:
Label and
Cure

Label your bottle with
the color name and
date. Allow the polish
to sit upright for 12-24
hours before use. This
resting period lets the
ingredients  fully
combine and stabilizes
the viscosity.

ADVANCED TIPS
FOR ACHIEVING
PROFESSIONAL
RESULTS

Once you understand
the basic method of
how to make your
own nail polish, you
can experiment with
different finishes and
formulas. These expert
tips will elevate your
DIY polish to salon
quality.

Creating
Sheer
Jellies
and
Glazes

For a translucent, jelly-
like effect, use only a
tiny amount of
pigment. Just a speck
of mica or oxide in 10
ml of base will yield a
sheer wash of color.
This finish is popular
for nail art layering
techniques.

Formulati
ng Matte
Polish

Add silica powder or a
matting agent to your
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suspension base.
These additives reduce
gloss by diffracting
light. Use
approximately 2-3%
matting agent by
weight relative to the
base. Stir well to avoid
a chalky texture.

Making
Glitter
Polishes
That Do
Not Sink

Glitter particles are
heavy and tend to
settle at the bottom.
To prevent this, use a
thicker suspension
base specifically
designed for glitter.
You can also add a
small amount of
bentonite clay to
increase viscosity

without affecting color.
When learning how to
make your own nail
polish, remember that
shaking the bottle
before each use is still
necessary, but a good
base reduces
clumping.

SAFETY AND
STORAGE BEST
PRACTICES

Working with cosmetic
ingredients requires
care. Follow these
safety measures to

ensure your DIY
experience remains
enjoyable.

Ventilatio
n and
Protectio



n

Always work in a well-
ventilated room. The
solvents in polish
bases and thinners can
produce fumes. Wear a
mask when handling
loose pigments, as
particles can irritate
the respiratory tract.
Keep all supplies away
from open flames, as
many ingredients are
flammable.

Proper
Storage
of
Finished
Polish

Store your handmade
nail polishes in a cool,
dark place away from
direct sunlight. Light

10

and heat can cause the
formula to separate or
discolor over time.
Tightly sealed bottles
last up to 12 months. If
the consistency
thickens, add a few
drops of polish thinner
and shake vigorously.

Labeling
for Future
Replicatio
n

Once you create a
shade you love, write
down the exact
measurements. Include
the type of base, the
weight or volume of
each pigment, and any
additives. This recipe
book approach helps
you master how to
make your own nail
polish consistently
and recreate sold-out
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favorites.

TROUBLESHOOTIN
G COMMON DIY
POLISH PROBLEMS

Even experienced
mixers encounter
issues. Here are

solutions to frequent
challenges.

Streaky
Applicatio
n

Streaks occur when the
pigment is not fully
dispersed or the polish
is too thick. Add a drop
of thinner and stir for
an additional minute.
Also, ensure you are
using cosmetic-grade
pigments that are
finely milled.

Color
Appears
Different
on the
Nail

Pigments can look
different in the bottle
versus on the nail.
Always test your
mixture on a fake nail
tip or a piece of white
card. Allow the test
swatch to dry
completely—wet polish
often appears darker
or lighter than the final
dry finish.

Polish
Seperate



s in the
Bottle

Separation is natural,
especially with
shimmer and glitter
polishes. Shake the
bottle vigorously
before each use. If
separation persists,
your suspension base
may be too thin.
Transfer the polish to a
new bottle and add a

thickening agent
designed for nail
lacquer.

Bubbles
In the
Polish

Bubbles form from
over-shaking or stirring
too vigorously. To
prevent this, stir slowly
and avoid shaking the
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finished bottle
excessively. Allow the
polish to rest before
use so air rises to the
surface.

CREATIVE
PROJECTS TO
EXPAND YOUR
SKILLS

Once you are
comfortable with the
fundamentals of how
to make your own
nail polish, try these
advanced projects to
refine your technique.

Holograp
nic Nail
Polish

Use ultra-fine
holographic pigment
that shifts colors in the
light. Start with a clear
base and add the
holographic powder at
a ratio of 1 gram per
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15 ml of base. This
creates a linear
holographic effect that
rivals high-end brands.

Temperat
ure-
Change
Thermoc
hromic
Polish

Thermochromic
pigments change color
with heat. Mix them
into a suspension base
at 5-10% by weight.
The resulting polish
shifts shades when you
run your finger under
warm or cold water.
These pigments are
sensitive to UV light, so
store the bottle in a
dark place.

Magnetic
Cat Eye
Polish

Add iron oxide particles
to your clear base.
After applying the
polish to your nail, hold
a strong magnet close
to the wet surface for
10-15 seconds. The
particles align to create
a cat eye pattern. This
requires practice but

produces stunning
results.
CONCLUSION:

YOUR SIGNATURE
SHADE AWAITS

Mastering how to
make your own nail
polish opens up a
world of creative
freedom, ingredient
transparency, and
personal satisfaction.
From selecting your
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base and pigments to
troubleshooting texture
and application, each
step allows you to craft
a product that is
uniquely yours. The
process is forgiving
enough for beginners
yet offers endless
depth for experienced
creators. Whether you
pursue it as a hobby, a
sustainable alternative
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to store-bought
cosmetics, or even a
small business venture,
the skills you develop
will transform the way
you see color on your
fingertips. Start with a
simple batch,
document your
formulas, and enjoy
the pride of wearing
something you literally
made from scratch.
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