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How To Print From An
Ipad

INTRODUCTION TO PRINTING
FROM AN IPAD

The iPad has transformed how we work,
create, and communicate. From drafting
documents on a transcontinental flight
to editing photos at a coffee shop, it's a
powerful tool for productivity on the go.
However, one task that still stumps
many users is printing. Whether you
need a hard copy of an email, a boarding
pass, a school worksheet, or a business

report, knowing how to print from an
iPad is essential. Fortunately, Apple has
made the process remarkably
straightforward, and there are several
reliable methods to get your documents
and images onto paper. In this guide,
we'll explore every option — from the
built-in AirPrint feature to third-party
apps and workarounds — so you can
print from your iPad with confidence, no
matter what printer you own.

UNDERSTANDING YOUR
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Before diving into step-by-step
instructions, it helps to know the
landscape. Your iPad does not have a
physical port for a printer cable, so
wireless printing is the standard. The
most seamless method is Apple
AirPrint, but not all printers support it.
For older or non-AirPrint models, you can
use manufacturer apps, cloud services,
or even a computer as a print server.
Below we break down the main avenues.

AirPrint: Apple’s
Built-in Solution

AirPrint is a technology baked into
iPadOS that allows you to print wirelessly

to any APRINTING ORTIGNS FORrIPAD

without installing drivers or additional
software. Most major printer brands —
including HP, Canon, Epson, Brother, and
Samsung — offer AirPrint support in
models manufactured after 2012. To use
it, your iPad and printer must be
connected to the same Wi-Fi network.
AirPrint is fast, secure, and works with
nearly every app that has a share or
print button.

Third-Party
Printer Apps

If your printer doesn’t support AirPrint,
don’t worry. Every printer manufacturer
provides a free companion app — for
example, HP Smart, Epson iPrint,
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Brother iPrint&Scan, and Canon
PRINT. These apps often include
advanced options like scanning, ink level
monitoring, and paper tray selection.
They also work over Wi-Fi and, in some
cases, even over a direct Wi-Fi
connection to the printer (access point
mode).

Using a
Computer as a
Print Server

For those with a non-networked printer
connected to a Windows PC or Mac, you
can share that printer over the network.
Your iPad can then print through a

server app like O’Reilly’s Printopia or
Collobos HandyPrint. Alternatively,
Windows users can enable printer
sharing and use a third-party app that
supports SMB (Server Message Block);
Mac users can leverage macOS’s built-in
sharing features.

Cloud Printing
Services

Cloud printing was once dominated by
Google Cloud Print, but that service shut
down in 2020. Today, many printer
manufacturers offer their own cloud
solutions (e.g., HP ePrint, Epson Email
Print, Brother Web Connect). You send
an email with the document attached to
a unique address assigned to your



printer, and it prints. This method works
even when your iPad is on a different
network or using cellular data.

HOW TO PRINT USING AIRPRINT
(STEP-BY-STEP)

AirPrint is the easiest way to print from
an iPad. Here's how to do it in a few
taps:

1. Check printer compatibility:
Look for the “AirPrint” logo on your
printer’s box or in its manual. You
can also check Apple’s official list
of AirPrint-compatible printers
online.

2. Connect to the same Wi-Fi
network: Ensure both your iPad
and your printer are on the same
wireless network. If your printer

has an LCD, you can usually see its
network status in the settings
menu.

. Open the document or image:

Launch the app that contains the
content you want to print — Safari,
Photos, Mail, Notes, Pages, or any
other app with a share menu.

. Tap the Share icon: This is

typically a square with an upward
arrow, located in the top or bottom
toolbar.

. Select “Print”: In the share

sheet, scroll down and tap the
Print option. (If you don’t see it,
swipe left across the row of action
icons.)

. Choose a printer: Tap Printer at

the top of the print options screen.
Your iPad will search for AirPrint
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printers on the network. Tap your
printer's name to select it.

7. Adjust settings: You can set
number of copies, page range,
paper size, color or
black-and-white, and two-sided
printing (if supported). Use the
preview thumbnails to verify the
layout.

8. Tap “Print”: The upper-right
corner of the screen. A small print
job icon appears in the app
switcher, and your document will
begin printing.

That’s it. AirPrint sends the job directly
to the printer’'s queue. You can cancel a
print job by opening the App Switcher,
tapping the Print Center icon, and
selecting “Cancel Printing.”

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON
AIRPRINT ISSUES

Even with the best wireless setup,
hiccups happen. Here are solutions to
the most frequent problems when trying
to print from an iPad using AirPrint:

e Printer not showing up: Verify
both devices are on the same Wi-Fi
network (check your iPad’s
Settings > Wi-Fi). Restart the
printer and the iPad. If the issue
persists, update your printer’s
firmware.

* Printer says “Offline”: This
often happens after a power
outage or a router reset.
Reconnect the printer to your
network via its own settings menu.
Also, try turning off Wi-Fi on the



iPad and turning it back on.

¢ Print job stuck in queue: Open
the Print Center (double-click
Home button or swipe up from
bottom on newer iPads) and cancel
all jobs. Restart the printer and try
again.

e AirPrint not supported: If your
printer lacks AirPrint, you cannot
use this method. Move to a
third-party app or a print server
solution.

* iOS or iPadOS update needed:
Apple occasionally improves
AirPrint compatibility with system
updates. Go to Settings > General
> Software Update to ensure your
iPad is running the latest version.

A quick tip: if you frequently print from

your iPad, consider assigning a static IP
address to your printer in your router
settings. This can reduce network
discovery delays.

PRINTING WITHOUT AIRPRINT:
THIRD-PARTY APPS

For printers that don’t support AirPrint,
manufacturer-specific apps are the next
best thing. They often provide a richer
set of features. Here’s how to get started
with the most popular ones:

HP Smart

Available free on the App Store. After
installing, launch the app and follow the
prompts to add your HP printer. The app
will search for printers on your network
(or you can connect directly via Wi-Fi
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Direct). Once set up, open any document
and use the share sheet to “Print with HP
Smart.” The app lets you adjust paper
size, quality, and even preview ink
levels.

Epson iPrint

Works with most Epson inkjet printers.
After connecting, you can print photos,
web pages, and documents from cloud
storage like iCloud Drive, Dropbox, or
Google Drive. The app also supports
scanning directly to your iPad.

Brother

IPrint&Scan

Brother’s app supports both network and
Wi-Fi Direct connections. It includes a
useful “Print from File” option that lets
you browse your iPad’s file system. It
also handles scanning and faxing (if your
Brother machine has those capabilities).

Canon PRINT

Canon’s app is ideal for PIXMA and
MAXIFY series printers. It offers full
control over print settings, borderless
printing, and even a widget for quick
printing from the Today View.

To use any of these apps as your go-to
printing method: open the document in
its native app (e.g., a PDF in Files), tap



the share icon, and choose the
manufacturer app. Some apps also
integrate directly into the share sheet,
SO0 you can select them without a
separate launch.

USING A COMPUTER AS A PRINT
SERVER

If you have an older USB-only printer
that works perfectly but lacks any
network capability, you can still print
from your iPad by sharing the printer
through a computer. Here are the two
main workflows:

Windows PC as a

Print Server

First, share the printer on your Windows
PC: go to Settings > Bluetooth & devices
> Printers & scanners, select your
printer, and click “Printer properties.”
Under the “Sharing” tab, enable “Share
this printer.” Note the network path
(e.g., \\DESKTOP-ABC\HPPrinter). Next,
on your iPad, install an app that can
connect to SMB shared printers. A
popular choice is PrintCentral Pro. In
the app, add the printer using the
network path and your PC’s login
credentials. You can then print
documents from the app or use its share
sheet extension.
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Mac as a Print
Server

On a Mac, go to System Settings >
Printers & Scanners, select your printer,
and check “Share this printer on the
network.” Then install a utility like
Printopia (one-time purchase) or
HandyPrint (free with ads). These apps
act as a bridge, making your shared Mac
printer appear as an AirPrint destination.
Your iPad will then see it automatically in
the print menu.

Both methods require the computer to
be powered on and connected to the
same Wi-Fi network as the iPad
whenever you need to print.

CLOUD PRINTING AND
EMAIL-TO-PRINT

For situations where you aren’t on the
same network — for example, printing a
document from your iPad while you are
at a café, receiving the output at your
home printer — cloud printing is handy.
Most modern printers offer an email
address that you can send documents
to. Here’s how to set it up:

1. Enable web services on your
printer: Through the printer’s
control panel or its web interface,
activate the email-to-print feature
(often called “Email Print” or “Web
Connect”). The printer will
generate a unique email address.

2. Save that email address: You
can store it in your iPad’s Contacts



for easy access.

3. Send the document: Open the
file you want to print on your iPad
(e.g., a PDF in the Files app). Tap

10

the share icon and choose Mail.
Compose a new email with the file
attached, and send it to the
printer’s email address. You
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