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INTRODUCTION: THE UNFINISHED
MASTERPIECE THAT RESHAPED
PHILOSOPHY

In the landscape of 20th-century
philosophy, few works loom as large, or
as enigmatically, as Martin Heidegger
Being And Time. Published in 1927,
this dense and revolutionary treatise set
out to answer a question that Heidegger
felt the entire Western philosophical
tradition had forgotten: the question of

Being itself. Being and Time is not a
book one reads casually; it is an
experience that demands patience,
intellectual flexibility, and a willingness
to have one’'s most fundamental

assumptions about existence
challenged. Yet, for those who
persevere, it offers a profound

reorientation of how we understand
ourselves, our world, and our
relationship to time. This article explores
the core themes of Heidegger's
masterpiece, unpacking its key concepts
in an accessible way while honoring the
depth of his inquiry. Whether you are a


https://web1.enteraskincare.com/

student encountering Heidegger Being
And Time for the first time or a
seasoned reader seeking a fresh
perspective, this guide will illuminate the
enduring power of his thought.

THE FORGOTTEN QUESTION: WHY
BEING MATTERS

Heidegger begins Being and Time with
a powerful observation: we all use the
word "Being" constantly. We say things
"are," we ask what something "is," and
we assume we understand the meaning
of this most universal of concepts. Yet,
Heidegger argues, we have no clear
understanding of what "Being" actually
means. The ancient Greeks, particularly
Plato and Aristotle, touched upon this
question, but subsequent
philosophy—from the medieval

scholastics through Descartes and
Kant—gradually forgot it. This
"forgetfulness of Being" is, for
Heidegger, the central crisis of Western
thought.

Ontology vs.
Ontic Inquiry

To grasp the project of Being and
Time, one must distinguish between two
levels of inquiry. "Ontic" questions deal
with particular entities, facts, and
beings—studying what things are, their
properties, and their relationships.
Science, history, and everyday
knowledge operate at the ontic level.
"Ontological" inquiry, however, asks
about the Being of those entities—what
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it means for anything to be at all.
Heidegger insists that ontology is more
fundamental because it provides the
ground upon which all ontic knowledge
rests. He does not seek a definition of
Being as a static property; instead, he
pursues the meaning of Being, a
dynamic process that unfolds through
time and human existence.

DASEIN: THE BEING FOR WHOM
BEING IS AN ISSUE

Heidegger introduces a special term for
the kind of being we humans have:
Dasein, a German word that literally
means "there-being" or "being-there."
This is not simply a fancy synonym for
"human being." Rather, Dasein
designates a mode of existence
characterized by self-awareness,

intentionality, and a unique relationship
to its own Being. Unlike a rock, a tree, or
even an animal, Dasein is the being for
whom its own Being is a question. We do
not simply exist; we exist in a way that
we must interpret, choose, and take a
stand on our existence.

Existentialia vs.
Cateqgories

Traditional philosophy described human
beings using "categories" like substance,
quantity, and quality—the same
categories used for any object.
Heidegger argues that this is a
fundamental error. Dasein is not an
object; it is a way of existing. Therefore,
we need a different set of concepts,



which he calls "existentialia." These
include key features of Dasein's
existence such as facticity (the fact that
we find ourselves thrown into a world we
did not choose), existentiality (our
capacity to project ourselves into future
possibilities), and fallenness (our
tendency to get absorbed in everyday
concerns and lose sight of ourselves).
Understanding these existential
structures is central to the project of
Heidegger Being And Time.

BEING-IN-THE-WORLD: A
RADICAL UNITY

One of the most revolutionary aspects of
Being and Time is its rejection of the
traditional subject-object dichotomy.
Since Descartes, modern philosophy had
assumed a thinking "subject" inside a

mind, confronting an external "world" of
objects. Heidegger argues that this
starting point is flawed. We are never, in
our primordial experience, a detached
subject looking out at a world. We are
always already in the world, engaged
with it, entangled with it. Being-in-the-
world is a unitary phenomenon. Our
primary relationship with the world is not
theoretical contemplation but practical
involvement—using tools, caring about
things, interacting with others. The world
is not a collection of neutral objects but
a meaningful context of equipment,
signs, and reference.

The Ready-to-
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Hand and the
Present-at-Hand

Heidegger distinguishes two main ways
we encounter entities within the world.
The most fundamental mode is the
ready-to-hand (Zuhanden). When we
use a hammer, we do not contemplate
its properties; we simply hammer. The
hammer withdraws into its usefulness
and becomes transparent to our activity.
It is part of a network of
equipment—nails, wood,
workbench—that makes up our practical
world. Only when the hammer breaks, or
is missing, does it become present-at-
hand (Vorhanden)—an object with
properties like weight and shape, studied

by a detached observer. Science and
theoretical knowledge, Heidegger
claims, depend upon this secondary
mode of encountering things. His insight
forces us to reconsider what we mean by
"objectivity" and "reality."

TEMPORALITY: THE HORIZON OF
BEING

As the title suggests, Time is
inseparable from Being in Heidegger's
analysis. But he is not referring to clock
time or the linear sequence of past,
present, and future as commonly
understood. Heidegger develops a
concept of primordial temporality that
is constitutive of Dasein's very
existence. Dasein is time. Our existence
is stretched between birth and death,
and we are constantly interpreting our



past, acting in the present, and
projecting into the future. The future is
privileged in Heidegger's account
because we are always "ahead of
ourselves," pressing into possibilities.

Authenticity and
Inauthenticity

Our relationship to time determines the
authenticity of our existence. Most of the
time, we live inauthentically; we are
absorbed in the "they-self," the
anonymous public world of social norms,
gossip, and idle talk. We drift along,
doing what "one" does, avoiding the
weight of our own finite existence. To
live authentically, Dasein must
resolutely confront its own mortality and

make its choices in full awareness of its
finite temporality. Authenticity is not a
moral category but an existential one; it
is about owning one's own existence
rather than letting the crowd dictate it.

BEING-TOWARD-DEATH: THE
CRISIS THAT LIBERATES

Few passages in philosophy are as stark
and compelling as Heidegger's analysis
of death in Being and Time. He argues
that death is not merely an event that
happens at the end of life; it is a way of
being that structures our existence from
the beginning. Being-toward-death
(Sein-zum-Tode) is Dasein's awareness
of its own finitude. This awareness, while
often anxiety-provoking, is not morbid.
On the contrary, it individualizes us.
Facing death strips away the distractions
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of everyday life and forces us to
recognize that our existence is ours
alone. No one can die our death for us.
This confrontation with mortality can
liberate us from the tyranny of social
conformity and empower us to live
authentically, choosing our own
possibilities with clarity and resolve.

CARING: THE STRUCTURE OF
EXISTENCE

The unitary structure of Dasein's
existence is what Heidegger calls care
(Sorge). Care is not merely an emotion
or a concern for others; it is the
ontological constitution of Dasein as
such. To exist as Dasein is to care about
our own Being, to be concerned with the
world, and to be solicitous toward
others. Care is the ground of our

temporality, our moods, and our
understanding. It unifies the three
existential dimensions: existence
(projection toward the future), facticity
(being thrown into a past), and
fallenness (absorption in the present).
Every aspect of our lives, from the most
mundane to the most profound, is an
expression of care.

LANGUAGE, MOOD, AND
UNDERSTANDING

Heidegger emphasizes that we never
encounter the world in a purely cognitive
state. We always find ourselves in a
mood (Befindlichkeit)—boredom,
anxiety, joy, fear. Moods are not
subjective feelings that color an
otherwise neutral world; they are ways
in which the world reveals itself to us.



Anxiety (Angst) is particularly important
because it discloses the uncanniness of
existence—the feeling of not being at
home in the world. Similarly,
understanding (Verstehen) is not
intellectual comprehension but a
practical know-how, a projection of
possibilities. Language (Rede) is the
articulation of intelligibility, the way in
which the meaningfulness of the world is
made explicit. These three—mood,
understanding, and language—are
equiprimordial; they constitute the
opening of the world for Dasein.

THE UNFINISHED NATURE OF THE
PROJECT

Being and Time was originally
conceived as the first half of a larger
two-part work. The published text

contains only the first two divisions of
the planned first part. Heidegger
promised a "Division Three" that would
execute the "temporal interpretation of
Being as such," and a second part that
would deconstruct the history of
philosophy. These sections were never
written, at least not in the form
announced. Scholars debate whether
Heidegger abandoned the project
because he became dissatisfied with the
transcendental approach of the early
work, or whether he simply moved in a
different direction. The incompleteness
of Being and Time is itself a
philosophical provocation, inviting
generations of readers to ponder what
might have been and to engage with the
text as a living, open inquiry.

8 Martin Heidegger Being And Time

2024-10-07



Martin Heidegger Being And Time 9

THE INFLUENCE AND LEGACY OF
BEING AND TIME

Despite its fragmentary nature, Being
and Time has had a monumental
impact on 20th and 21st-century
thought. It deeply influenced
existentialism, though Heidegger himself
distanced himself from that label.
Figures like Jean-Paul Sartre, Maurice
Merleau-Ponty, and Simone de Beauvoir
drew heavily on Heidegger's analysis of
being-in-the-world, authenticity, and
being-toward-death. The work also
profoundly shaped hermeneutics
(through Hans-Georg Gadamer),
deconstruction (through Jacques
Derrida), and even psychoanalytic
theory. Beyond the academy, the
themes of Being and Time resonate in

literature, theology, and the arts. Its
critique of technological thinking and its
call for a deeper, more mindful relation
to Being have found a receptive
audience among those concerned with
the spiritual and ecological crises of
modernity.

COMMON MISINTERPRETATIONS
AND CLARIFICATIONS

Several misunderstandings about Being
and Time are worth addressing. First,
the work is not an exercise in nihilism or
despair. While it takes death and anxiety
seriously, its ultimate aim is to open up
the possibility of meaningful, authentic
existence. Second, Heidegger is not
advocating for solipsism or
individualism. Dasein is fundamentally
"being-with" others (Mitsein); existence



is always shared. Authenticity is not
about isolation but about relating to
others and to the world in a truthful,
resolute manner. Third, the difficult
language of Being and Time is not
mere obscurantism. Heidegger is trying
to say things for which our ordinary,
objectifying language is inadequate. He
invents new terms and uses old ones in
unconventional ways to jolt us out of our

10

habitual ways of thinking.

HOW TO APPROACH READING
BEING AND TIME

For anyone eager to engage directly with
Martin Heidegger Being And Time, a
few practical suggestions can help.
Begin with a good translation—the
Macquarrie and Robinson edition is the
standard, though the more recent
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