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HOW TO GET ALBUM ARTWORK ON ITUNES: THE
COMPLETE GUIDE TO RESTORING MISSING COVERS

There is something deeply satisfying about scrolling through a
perfectly organized iTunes library. Every album glows with its
intended cover art, each thumbnail a miniature portal to the
music within. But what happens when that visual harmony is
broken? When gray squares or generic placeholder images
appear where vibrant album covers should be? This is a
frustration almost every iTunes user has encountered at some
point. Whether you are managing a sprawling collection of
thousands of tracks or curating a modest playlist, missing album
artwork diminishes the experience. It makes your library feel
unfinished, chaotic, and less personal.

The good news is that fixing this problem is entirely within your
reach. Understanding how to get album artwork on iTunes is not
just about aesthetics—it is about reclaiming the full listening
experience that music lovers deserve. Album art is more than
decoration. It is the visual anchor of an album, the face of a
creative work, and often a piece of art in its own right. In this

comprehensive guide, we will explore every reliable method for
restoring missing album covers, from built-in iTunes features to
manual techniques and powerful third-party tools. By the end,
you will have a complete toolkit for keeping your library looking
as good as it sounds.

Why Album Artwork
Matters in Your iTunes
Library

Before diving into the technical steps, it is worth pausing to
consider why album artwork carries so much weight. For many
listeners, music is a multisensory experience. The cover of an
album sets the tone before the first note even plays. It evokes
memories of a specific time, place, or emotion associated with
the music. A library filled with proper album art feels curated,
cared for, and personal. It makes browsing your collection a
visual journey as well as an auditory one.

Beyond nostalgia and aesthetics, album artwork also serves a
practical purpose. When you are searching for a specific album
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among hundreds or thousands, the human brain recognizes
images far faster than text. That distinctive album cover acts as
a visual shortcut, helping you locate what you want to hear
almost instantly. Moreover, consistent album art across your
library creates a seamless experience when using iTunes in full-
screen mode, syncing with an iPod, iPhone, or Apple TV, or
sharing playlists with friends. A polished library reflects well on
your organizational skills and enhances your overall enjoyment of
the music you love.

Understanding Why Album
Artwork Goes Missing

To master how to get album artwork on iTunes, it helps to
understand why it disappears in the first place. There are several
common culprits. One of the most frequent is importing CDs
without an internet connection. When you rip a CD, iTunes
attempts to fetch album information and cover art from the
Gracenote database. If you are offline, or if the database lacks
the specific album, the artwork simply does not download.
Another cause is transferring music from older devices or
external sources, such as files downloaded from peer-to-peer
networks or shared by friends. These files often lack embedded
metadata entirely.

Metadata corruption can also strike unexpectedly. A simple file
conversion, a syncing error, or even a software update can strip
album art from your tracks. Renaming files or moving them

between folders may sometimes cause iTunes to lose the
connection to the embedded artwork. Finally, if you have
customized your library extensively, perhaps by manually editing
tags, you may have inadvertently removed the artwork field.
Regardless of the cause, the solutions are straightforward once
you know where to look.

METHOD 1: LET ITUNES RETRIEVE ALBUM ARTWORK
AUTOMATICALLY

The simplest way to add album art to iTunes is to let the software
do the work for you. Apple has built an automatic artwork
download feature directly into iTunes. This method works best for
albums purchased from the iTunes Store, but it can also retrieve
artwork for CDs you have ripped, provided the album is available
in the iTunes catalog.

Step-by-Step Instructions
for Automatic Retrieval

1. Open iTunes on your computer and ensure you are
connected to the internet.

2. From the top menu, select File (or the iTunes menu on a
Mac) and then choose Library.

3. Click on Get Album Artwork. A prompt will appear asking
you to sign in with your Apple ID. This is necessary because
the feature checks the iTunes Store catalog.

4. After signing in, iTunes will begin scanning your library and
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fetching missing album covers. The process runs in the
background, so you can continue using your computer
while it works.

5. Once completed, browse your library to see which albums
have been updated.

It is important to note that this method is not foolproof. Albums
that are not available in the iTunes Store, such as obscure
independent releases, bootlegs, or very old recordings, will
remain without artwork. Additionally, if your music files have
incorrect or incomplete metadata, iTunes may struggle to match
them with the correct album cover. In those cases, you will need
to take a more hands-on approach.

One common question is whether this feature works for music
imported from CDs. The answer is yes, but the success rate
depends on the accuracy of your track information. If the album
title, artist name, or track list is even slightly off, the matching
algorithm may fail. For best results, ensure your metadata is
clean before running the automatic retrieval. You can do this by
selecting problematic tracks, pressing Command+I (Mac) or
Control+I (Windows), and verifying the information in the Info
tab.

METHOD 2: MANUALLY ADDING ARTWORK FROM THE
ITUNES STORE

When the automatic method fails for specific albums, manual
retrieval is the next logical step. This method gives you direct
control and works particularly well for albums that are in the
iTunes Store but were not matched automatically for some

reason.

How to Manually Download
Album Art from the iTunes
Store

1. Open the iTunes Store by clicking on the store icon in the
upper-right corner of iTunes.

2. Use the search bar in the top-right to find the album you
need artwork for. Type the exact album title and artist
name.

3. Locate the correct album in the search results and click on
it to open its store page.

4. Right-click (or Control-click on a Mac) on the album cover
image displayed on the store page.

5. Select Copy from the context menu. This copies the image
to your clipboard.

6. Return to your library, find the song or album that is
missing artwork, and select all the tracks belonging to that
album.

7. Press Command+I (Mac) or Control+1 (Windows) to open
the Get Info window. If you have multiple tracks selected,
you will see a prompt asking if you want to edit information
for multiple items. Click Yes.

8. Go to the Artwork tab. Click on the existing artwork box
(which might be blank) and press Command+V (Mac) or



ARTWIORIKoI+V (Windows) to paste the copied image.
9. Click OK to save the changes. The album art will now
appear for all selected tracks.

This method ensures that you are using official, high-resolution
artwork directly from Apple. However, it can be time-consuming if
you have dozens or hundreds of albums to fix. It is best reserved
for your favorite albums or those that simply refuse to update
through other means.

Choosing the Correct
Artwork Size

When copying artwork from the iTunes Store, you may notice that
the image quality is generally excellent. Apple typically provides
album covers at 600x600 pixels or higher, which is more than
sufficient for on-screen viewing and syncing with mobile devices.
If you accidentally copy a smaller thumbnail version, try
refreshing the store page or searching for the aloum again. Some
users prefer to find artwork at 1000x1000 pixels or larger for
maximum clarity, especially if they view their library on a large
display or use Cover Flow mode. While the iTunes Store is a
reliable source, other sources like Amazon Music or the artist's
official website can also provide high-quality images.

METHOD 3: ADDING YOUR OWN CUSTOM ALBUM

There will inevitably be albums in your collection that are not
available on the iTunes Store. These might include rare bootlegs,
live recordings, independent releases, mixtapes, or personal
recordings. In these cases, you have the freedom to add custom
artwork. This is also an opportunity to personalize your library
with alternative covers, fan art, or even your own photography.

Where to Find High-Quality
Custom Artwork

Several websites specialize in album art archives.
AlbumArtExchange, Cover Art Archive, and Discogs are
excellent resources for finding covers for obscure and vintage
albums. Search for the album title along with the artist name, and
you will often find multiple versions of the cover art. Look for
images labeled as "front cover" and aim for the highest resolution
available. A minimum of 500x500 pixels is recommended for
decent on-screen quality, though 1000x1000 or larger is ideal.

For completely custom projects, you can create your own artwork
using image editing software like Photoshop, GIMP, or even
simple tools like Canva. Keep in mind that the artwork should be
square to display properly in iTunes. Once you have the image
saved on your computer, the process of adding it to iTunes is
identical to the manual method described above. Simply open the
Get Info window for the tracks, navigate to the Artwork tab, and
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either drag the image file into the artwork box or use the Add
Artwork button to browse for the file on your computer.

Embedding Artwork vs.
Linking to External Files

When you add artwork through the Get Info window, iTunes
embeds the image directly into the music file itself. This is the
preferred method because it makes the artwork portable. If you
move the file to another computer, another media player, or a
mobile device, the cover art travels with it. External linking,
which some older methods used, is not supported in modern
versions of iTunes. Always ensure that your artwork is embedded
within the file for best results.

METHOD 4: USING THIRD-PARTY SOFTWARE FOR
BULK ARTWORK RETRIEVAL

For users with large libraries—thousands of tracks with missing
covers—manual methods are simply impractical. This is where
third-party software shines. These tools are designed specifically
to solve the problem of missing album art and can process entire
libraries in minutes. Learning how to get album artwork on iTunes
at scale is a game-changer for power users.

Top Tools for Automated
Album Artwork Recovery

e MusicBrainz Picard: This open-source tool is a favorite
among audiophiles. It scans your music files using acoustic
fingerprinting technology, meaning it identifies the actual
recording rather than relying on file names or metadata.
This makes it incredibly accurate. Picard can then download
the correct album art and embed it directly into your files.
It works on Windows, macOS, and Linux.

* Bliss: Bliss is a dedicated music library organizer that runs
on your computer or as a web app. It not only fixes missing
album art but also corrects inconsistent metadata, fixes file
naming, and ensures your entire library is properly tagged.
Bliss offers a free trial and is available for Windows and
macOS.

e Album Art Assistant: This is a standalone tool from the
developers of TuneUp, a well-known iTunes companion. It
focuses exclusively on finding and embedding album art.
You can scan your library, review matches, and apply
corrections with a few clicks. It is simple, fast, and
effective.

 iTunes Artwork Importer: This small utility integrates
directly into iTunes. You select the tracks you want to fix,
and the tool searches several online databases for the
matching artwork. It is lightweight and does not require



installation in some cases.

Using these tools typically involves a simple workflow: scan your

library, review the suggested artwork matches, and apply the
changes. Always check a sample of the results to ensure
accuracy, as automated tools can occasionally match the wrong
cover, especially for albums with similar names or multiple
editions.

Precautions When Using
Third-Party Software

Before using any third-party tool, it is wise to back up your iTunes
library. While reputable software is safe, any bulk operation
carries a small risk of data corruption or incorrect tagging. Make
a copy of your
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