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EXPLORING THE CAST OF A
WRINKLE IN TIME: A DEEP DIVE
INTO THE CHARACTERS

Madeleine  L'Engle's  classic  novel,  A
Wrinkle In Time, has captivated readers
for generations.  Its timeless themes of
love,  courage,  and the battle  between
light and darkness resonate as strongly
today as they did upon publication. At
the  heart  of  this  beloved  story  is  its
unforgettable  ensemble.  Understanding
the A Wrinkle In Time characters is
key  to  unlocking  the  novel's  deeper
meaning and appreciating its  enduring
appeal.  Each  figure,  from  the  fiercely
loyal  Meg Murry to the enigmatic Mrs.
Whatsit,  plays  a  crucial  role  in  a
narrative  that  is  part  adventure,  part
philosophical  inquiry,  and  entirely
human.  This  article  will  explore  the
principal  characters,  their  motivations,
their  relationships,  and  the  symbolic
weight they carry within the story.

The Murry
Family: The Core
of the Story
The  narrative  of  A Wrinkle  In  Time  is
fundamentally a family story. The Murry
f a m i l y ,  w i t h  i t s  b r i l l i a n t  b u t
unconventional members, serves as the
emotional anchor for the entire cosmic
journey. Their love for one another is the

driving  force  that  propels  the  plot
forward  and  ultimately  provides  the
solution  to  the  central  conflict.

MEG MURRY: THE UNLIKELY
HEROINE

Meg  Murry  is  one  of  literature's  most
re la tab le  and  authent ic  young
protagonists. She is not a conventional
heroine. She is awkward, insecure, and
fiercely  protective  of  her  family.  At  the
beginning of the novel, Meg is struggling
with her identity. She feels out of place
at school, where her intelligence is not
recognized,  and  she  is  plagued  by  a
short  temper  and  a  lack  of  sel f -
confidence.  Her  father's  mysterious
disappearance has left a void of anger
and sadness in her life.  Meg’s journey
through  space  and  time  is  not  just  a
physical quest to rescue her father; it is
an  internal  odyssey  toward  self-
acceptance.
Her greatest weakness is her self-doubt,
but  this  is  balanced  by  her  greatest
strengths: a fierce, stubborn love for her
brother  Char les  Wal lace  and  an
unyielding loyalty to her family. It is this
love,  specifically  her  ability  to  love
deeply  and  imperfectly,  that  becomes
the  ult imate  weapon  against  the
disembodied brain,  IT.  Meg learns that
her  perceived  flaws—her  anger,  her
tears ,  he r  i nsecur i ty—are  no t
weaknesses  but  integral  parts  of  her
humanity.  In  the  end,  it  is  not  her
intellect or her unique talents that save
Charles Wallace, but her willingness to
be vulnerable and to hold onto love in
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the  face  of  overwhelming  darkness.
Meg’s  character  arc  is  a  powerful
testament  to  the  idea  that  the  most
profound strength often comes from the
most tender parts of ourselves.

CHARLES WALLACE MURRY: THE
PRODIGY AND THE TARGET

Charles Wallace is  the youngest Murry
child,  a  five-year-old  who  is  far  from
ordinary.  He  is  a  prodigy  with  an
extraordinary  intellect  and  a  strange,
almost  psychic  ability  to  understand
others.  He  speaks  in  a  formal,  adult
manner  and  possesses  an  uncanny
perception of the world around him. This
unique nature isolates him, and he forms
a deep, almost symbiotic bond with Meg,
who is one of the few people who truly
understands him. Charles Wallace is the
key to the Murry family's quest, as his
abilities  make  him both  their  greatest
asset and their most vulnerable target.
The character of Charles Wallace serves
as a perfect  foil  to  the antagonist,  IT.
Charles’s  intellect,  which  is  his  defining
feature,  is  precisely  what  IT  seeks  to
exploit. The seduction of pure, cold logic
without  the  warmth  of  emotion  is  a
central theme of the book. When Charles
Wallace falls  to  IT,  it  is  a  devastating
moment, illustrating that pure intellect,
unmoored from love and humanity, can
be a dangerous vulnerability. His rescue
by  Meg  is  the  climax  of  the  story,
proving  that  love  is  a  force  more
powerful  than  even  the  most  brilliant
mind.  Charles  Wallace's  journey  is  a
cautionary tale about the limits of logic
and the absolute necessity of emotional
connection.

MR. AND MRS. MURRY: THE

BRILLIANT PARENTS

The Murry parents are not relegated to
the background. Mrs. Murry is a scientist
who balances her demanding career with
the care of her unconventional children.
She  embodies  grace  under  pressure,
maintaining a calm and loving household
despite her husband's absence. She is a
source of strength for Meg, offering quiet
wisdom  and  unconditional  love.  Mr.
Murry, a brilliant physicist who has been
trapped on the planet Camazotz, is the
object of the quest. While he is a loving
father, his rescue reveals that he is not a
perfect,  all-powerful  figure.  He  has  his
own  limitations  and  failures,  which
makes  h im  a  more  real ist ic  and
sympathetic  character.  Together,  the
Murry parents represent a partnership of
intellect and love, setting the standard
for their children's own development.

The Three Mrs.
Ws: Celestial
Guides
Perhaps  the  most  memorable  and
whimsical  of  the  A Wrinkle  In  Time
characters  are  the  three  celestial
beings who guide the Murry children on
their  journey.  Mrs.  Whatsit,  Mrs.  Who,
and  Mrs.  Which  are  not  what  they
initially appear to be. They are ancient,
powerful  entities  who  have  taken  on
human form to interact with and assist
the  children.  Their  eccentricity  and
humor mask a profound cosmic wisdom.

MRS. WHATSIT

Mrs.  Whatsit  is  the  most  human  and
approachable of the three. She is initially
i n t r o d u c e d  a s  a  s o m e w h a t
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scatterbrained  old  woman,  but  she
quickly  reveals  herself  to  be  a  former
star  who  gave  up  her  life  in  a  great
cosmic battle against the darkness. She
is  the  most  directly  involved  in  the
children's  journey,  often  explaining
complex  concepts  in  simple,  relatable
terms.  Her  transformation  from  a
friendly  old  lady  into  a  magnificent,
winged creature is one of the most iconic
moments  in  the  book.  Mrs.  Whatsit
embodies the idea that sacrifice and love
are  the  most  powerful  forces  in  the
universe.  She  is  a  teacher  and  a
protector,  and  her  warmth  provides
comfort  to  Meg  when  the  journey
becomes  frightening.

MRS. WHO

Mrs.  Who is  the most  scholarly  of  the
trio.  She  communicates  primarily
through quotations from great thinkers,
writers, and philosophers. Her speech is
a collage of  wisdom from sources like
Shakespeare,  the  Bible,  and  Einstein.
Mrs.  Who  represents  the  collective
knowledge  of  humanity  and  the
universe. Her use of quotations is not a
sign of a lack of original thought but a
way  of  showing  that  the  truths  the
chi ldren  are  learning  have  been
recognized  by  the  wisest  minds
throughout  history.  She  provides  the
intellectual framework for their journey,
grounding the cosmic adventure in the
accumulated wisdom of the ages.

MRS. WHICH

Mrs.  Which  is  the  oldest  and  most
powerful of the three. She is so ancient
that  she  has  difficulty  maintaining  a
consistent  physical  form,  often
appearing  as  a  shimmering,  indistinct
shape.  She  speaks  in  a  booming,
echoing voice and her words are often

stretched out. Mrs. Which represents the
pure, fundamental force of love and light
in  the  universe.  She  is  the  least
comprehensible to the children because
she  operates  on  a  plane  far  beyond
human  understanding.  While  Mrs.
Whatsit provides emotional support and
Mrs.  Who provides intellectual  context,
M r s .  W h i c h  p r o v i d e s  t h e  r a w ,
overwhelming  power  that  makes  their
journey  possible.  She  is  the  ultimate
authority and a symbol of the divine.

The Forces of
Darkness:
Antagonists and
Their Symbolism
The  world  of  Camazotz  and  its  rulers
stand in stark opposition to the values of
the Murry family and their guides. The
antagonists  in  A  Wrinkle  In  Time
represent  the  seductive  appeal  of
conformity,  the  danger  of  pure  logic
without love, and the destructive nature
of fear.

IT: THE DISEMBODIED BRAIN

IT is the central antagonist of the novel,
a  giant,  pulsing  brain  that  controls
everything on the planet  Camazotz.  IT
represents  the  ultimate  tyranny  of
conformity.  On  Camazotz,  everyone  is
the  same,  from  their  actions  to  their
thoughts.  There  is  no  individuality,  no
creativity,  and  no  conflict.  IT  offers  a
terrifying peace—a world  without  pain,
but also without love, joy, or freedom.
IT's weapon is pure, cold logic. It appeals
to Charles Wallace's pride in his intellect,
tempting  him  with  the  promise  of
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ultimate knowledge and understanding.
IT  i s  a  power fu l  symbol  fo r  the
dehumanizing  forces  of  collectivism,
totalitarianism,  and  the  rejection  of
individuality. The battle against IT is not
a physical one; it is a battle for the soul,
fought with the weapon of love.

THE MAN WITH RED EYES

The Man with Red Eyes is the human-
faced representative of IT on Camazotz.
He  is  the  intermediary  between  the
disembodied brain and the people of the
planet. His hypnotic eyes are the method
by which IT exerts its will. He serves as a
direct and unnerving temptation for the
children,  particularly  Charles  Wallace.
The  Man  with  Red  Eyes  is  a  chilling
figure  because  he  appears  human  but
has been completely hollowed out by IT.
He  has  no  wil l  of  his  own.  He  is  a
warning  of  what  can  happen  when  a
person surrenders their individuality and
free will,  even for  a promise of  peace
and order.

Supporting
Characters and
Their Roles
Beyond the main family and the cosmic
guides,  several  other  characters  play
significant  roles  in  the  narrative,  adding
depth and context to the story.

CALVIN O'KEEFE: THE FRIEND AND
ALLY

Calvin O'Keefe is a popular, athletic boy
from school who becomes Meg's friend
and  ally.  He  is  a  "sport"  in  his  own
fami ly,  feel ing  out  of  p lace  and
misunderstood.  Calvin  is  drawn to  the

Murry  family  because  they  offer  the
sense of belonging he has never had. He
serves as a bridge between Meg's world
and  the  larger  cosmic  adventure.  He
does not have the same intellectual or
psychic gifts as the Murry children, but
he  possesses  a  sturdy  common sense
and a deep well of emotional strength.
Calvin’s presence is crucial because he
provides an anchor for Meg. His belief in
her  helps  to  shore up her  own fragile
self-esteem. He represents the power of
friendship,  loyalty,  and  simple,  steady
love.

THE HAPPY MEDIUM

On the planet of Uriel, the children meet
the Happy Medium, a jovial woman who
can see events from the past, present,
and future. She is a minor character, but
she serves  an important  function.  She
shows  the  children  a  vision  of  the
ongoing cosmic battle between light and
darkness,  making  the  abstract  conflict
more tangible. Her cheerful disposition,
even  in  the  face  of  such  terr ible
knowledge,  is  a  lesson  in  itself.  She
illustrates that one can acknowledge the
existence  of  evil  and  suffering  without
being  consumed  by  despair,  a  lesson
that Meg must learn to apply in her own
struggle.

AUNT BEAST

Aunt  Beast  is  a  gentle,  tentacled
creature from the planet Ixchel,  where
the  children  are  transported  after
leaving Camazotz. Ixchel is a planet of
creatures who are blind but possess a
deep, spiritual form of perception. Aunt
Beast  nurses  Meg  back  to  health,
offering  comfort  and  care  without  the
need for sight or the familiar forms of
communication. She represents a kind of
love that is pure and not dependent on
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physical  appearance  or  language.  Her
care is a crucial step in Meg’s recovery
and  preparation  for  her  final  task  of
saving  Charles  Wallace.  Aunt  Beast
embodies  the  idea  that  love  and
kindness  are  universal  languages  that
transcend all boundaries.

The Enduring
Legacy of the
Characters
What  makes  the  A Wrinkle  In  Time
characters  so  enduring  is  their
profound humanity. Even when dealing
with cosmic entities and distant planets,
the  story  always  returns  to  the  very
human  emotions  of  love,  fear,  doubt,
and courage.  Meg Murry,  in  particular,
remains  a  powerful  role  model  for
readers  who  have  ever  fe l t  l ike
outsiders. Her journey is a reminder that
our  so-called  weaknesses  can  be
transformed into our greatest strengths.
The story teaches that intelligence, while
valuable,  is  not  the  ultimate  good.
Love—messy,  imperfect,  and  fiercely
personal—is the most powerful force in

the  universe.  The  characters  of  Mrs.
Whatsit,  Mrs. Who, and Mrs. Which offer
a model of wisdom that is both playful
and  profound,  reminding  us  that  the
most  serious  truths  can  often  be
communicated in the simplest and most
joyful ways.

Conclusion
In  the  tapestry  of  children's  literature,
few  novels  weave  together  science
fiction,  philosophy,  and family  drama as
seamlessly as A Wrinkle In Time. The A
Wrinkle In Time characters  are  the
threads  that  create  this  beautiful  and
comp lex  pa t t e rn .  F rom  Meg ' s
transformative journey of self-discovery
to Charles Wallace's perilous seduction
by  cold  logic,  and  from  the  celestial
guidance of the Mrs. Ws to the terrifying
conformity of IT, each character serves a
definite  and  meaningful  purpose.  They
bring to life the novel's central message:
that the universe is held together not by
the laws of physics alone, but by a force
even  more  fundamental—love.  These
characters  continue  to  inspire  and
challenge readers, reminding us that the
most  important  quests  are  often  the
ones that


