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YOUR IPHONE AS A PERSONAL RADIO: A COMPLETE GUIDE TO TUNING IN

In an age dominated by on-demand streaming services and algorithm-driven playlists, the simple
pleasure of listening to live radio remains remarkably powerful. Whether it’s the comforting voice of
a morning show, the thrill of live sports commentary, or the joy of discovering new music curated by
a human DJ, radio continues to offer spontaneity and connection that curated playlists often lack. If
you own an Apple iPhone, you might wonder if you need a separate device or a complicated app to
enjoy your favorite stations. The answer is a reassuring no. Your iPhone is already a powerful radio
receiver,  capable  of  tapping  into  thousands  of  local  and  global  stations  through  its  built-in
capabilities and a few clever apps. This guide explores every practical method for how to listen to
radio on iPhone, from the built-in Music app to specialized third-party applications, ensuring you
never miss a beat.

UNDERSTANDING RADIO ON THE IPHONE: AM VS FM VS INTERNET

Before diving into the steps, it helps to understand how radio transmission works and what your
iPhone can handle natively. Unlike older smartphones that included dedicated FM radio chips with
built-in tuners, the iPhone does not have a standalone FM radio receiver that can pick up over-the-
air analog signals without an internet connection. What it does have is a robust Wi-Fi and cellular
antenna that connects to the internet. This means how to listen to radio on iPhone  almost
always involves streaming audio over the internet, not capturing analog radio waves. The exception
is some third-party accessories that add an external FM tuner, but for most users, internet-based
radio streaming is the standard. This approach offers several advantages: you can listen to stations
from anywhere in the world, access high-quality audio, and enjoy features like pause, rewind, and
song identification.

METHOD 1: USING THE BUILT-IN APPLE MUSIC RADIO FEATURE

Apple has integrated radio directly into the Music app, making it one of the simplest ways to get
started. This method is seamless, requires no additional downloads if you have the Music app, and
offers a mix of  curated Apple Music  1,  Apple Music  Hits,  and Apple Music  Country stations.  Here’s
how to access it:

Open the Music App: Locate the purple Music icon on your home screen and tap to launch it.1.
Navigate to the Radio Tab: Along the bottom of the screen, you’ll see icons for Library, For2.
You, Browse, Radio, and Search. Tap on the Radio tab. It looks like a small radio tower icon.

Explore the Options: You’ll immediately see the featured Apple Music radio stations. Tap3.
any station to start playing. You can also browse by genre, like Pop, Rock, Classical, or Hip-
Hop.
Listen Live: For example, tapping Apple Music 1 launches a live broadcast that includes4.
interviews and premieres. You can also find local sports or news stations if they are integrated
with Apple’s service.

This built-in solution is perfect for users who already subscribe to Apple Music or simply want a
curated, high-quality radio experience without ads. However, it does not give you access to your
local  AM/FM  stations  unless  they  are  specifically  included  in  Apple’s  catalog.  For  a  more  broad
selection,  you  will  need  additional  apps.

METHOD 2: STREAMING LOCAL AM/FM STATIONS WITH DEDICATED APPS

Most local radio stations now have their own dedicated iPhone apps. This is often the most reliable
way to listen to a specific station, as these apps are maintained by the station itself and provide the
purest stream. The process is straightforward:

Search the App Store: Open the App Store and search for the call letters or name of your
favorite station (e.g., “KEXP,” “NPR One,” “BBC Radio 1”).
Download the Official App: Look for the app developed by the station or its parent
company. Official apps are usually free and include features like show schedules, on-demand
replays, and even song history.
Install and Open: Tap the Get button to install. Once installed, open the app and grant it
permission to use your location if you want to find local news or traffic updates.
Start Listening: Most apps will have a prominent “Live” or “Listen Now” button on the home
screen. Tap it to start streaming instantly.

This approach is ideal for listeners who want to stay connected to their community, hear local
weather and traffic, or support a specific public radio station. It  also often provides the best audio
quality because the stream is direct from the source.

METHOD 3: USING AGGREGATOR APPS LIKE TUNEIN OR IHEARTRADIO

If you want a single app that compiles thousands of radio stations from around the world, aggregator
apps like TuneIn Radio  and iHeartRadio  are your best bet. These apps are specifically designed
for the purpose of how to listen to radio on iPhone and offer an enormous variety.
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TuneIn Radio
TuneIn is arguably the most comprehensive radio app available. It offers free access to over 100,000
AM/FM stations and millions of podcasts. Here’s how to use it:

Download TuneIn Radio: Get the free app from the App Store.1.
Browse by Category: Open the app and explore categories like Local Radio, Music, Sports,2.
News, or Talk.
Search for Specific Stations: Use the search bar to find a station by call letters, location, or3.
format (e.g., “Jazz Paris”).
Tap to Play: Once you find a station, tap the play button. Some stations are free, while others4.
may require a TuneIn Premium subscription for commercial-free sports coverage.

iHeartRadio
iHeartRadio is another powerhouse, especially strong in the United States and Canada. It focuses on
curated artist radio stations and live broadcasts from iHeartMedia stations. Steps are similar:

Download iHeartRadio: Get the free app from the App Store.1.
Create an Account: You can sign up with email or use Apple ID for quick access.2.
Discover Stations: The app offers “Live Radio” by city, “Artist Radio” based on your favorite3.
singers, and curated playlists.
Listen Live: Tap the Live Radio tab, select your city, and choose from hundreds of local4.
stations. You can also favorite stations for quick access later.

METHOD 4: USING SIRI TO STREAM RADIO HANDS-FREE

One of the most convenient ways to listen to radio, especially while driving or cooking, is to use Siri.
With voice commands, you can instantly start playing a station without touching your phone. This
method works best with apps that support Siri integration, such as TuneIn, iHeartRadio, or the Music
app.
Basic commands:

“Hey Siri, play NPR on TuneIn.”
“Hey Siri, play BBC Radio 1.”
“Hey Siri, play the radio.” (This will usually open the Music app’s radio tab.)
“Hey Siri, play classic rock on iHeartRadio.”

Siri  will  open the appropriate  app and begin  streaming.  You can also  ask  for  specific  shows:  “Hey
Siri, play the latest episode of The Daily.” This voice control makes how to listen to radio on
iPhone a truly hands-free experience.

METHOD 5: LISTENING THROUGH SAFARI OR A BROWSER

If you prefer not to download extra apps, many radio stations offer a web player that works perfectly
in Safari. This is a straightforward alternative:

Open Safari: Navigate to the station’s official website (e.g., wnyc.org).1.
Find the Live Stream: Look for a “Listen Live” button, usually at the top of the page.2.
Play directly in Safari: Tap the button, and the stream will start playing in the browser. You3.
can lock your phone and the audio will continue, as long as the browser remains open.
Add to Home Screen: For easier future access, tap the Share button (square with an arrow)4.
and select “Add to Home Screen.” This creates a bookmark that behaves like an app icon.

This method is perfect for less popular stations that may not have their own app, or for users who
want to conserve storage space.

METHOD 6: USING PODCAST APPS FOR RADIO SHOW REPLAYS

Many radio shows are now released as podcasts shortly after their live broadcast. If you missed a
live show, you can catch up using any podcast app. The Apple Podcasts app comes pre-installed on
your iPhone. Here’s how:

Open Apple Podcasts.1.
Search for the Show: Type the name of the radio show (e.g., “All Things Considered,” “The2.
Howard Stern Show”).
Subscribe or Stream: Tap on the show, then select the episode you want to listen to. You3.
can stream it directly or download it for offline listening.

This method is not live radio, but it allows you to enjoy radio content on your own schedule, a key
feature for busy listeners. Many stations, including NPR, BBC, and local public radio, make their
entire broadcast day available as podcasts.

TIPS FOR AN OPTIMAL RADIO EXPERIENCE ON IPHONE

To get the most out of your iPhone radio listening, consider these practical tips:

Use a Stable Internet Connection: Radio streaming uses data. For best quality, connect to
Wi-Fi at home or work. On cellular, be mindful of data limits; streaming radio can use about
60-100 MB per hour.
Adjust Audio Quality: Many radio apps let you choose audio quality in settings. Higher
quality uses more data, while lower quality is better for slower connections.
Enable Background App Refresh: If your radio app stops playing when you switch apps,
ensure Background App Refresh is enabled in Settings > General > Background App Refresh.
Also, keep the app open in the app switcher.
Use AirPlay or Bluetooth: For a richer experience, stream radio to a home speaker system
via AirPlay or to your car’s stereo via Bluetooth. Simply tap the AirPlay icon in the Music app or
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Control Center.
Create Station Favorites: Most apps allow you to save favorite stations for quick access.
Use this feature to build your own personal radio lineup.
Try Radio.com (now Audacy): The Audacy app is another excellent aggregator for US
stations, offering local news, sports, and music.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON ISSUES

Even with the best methods, you might encounter occasional glitches. Here are quick fixes:

Stream Buffers or Stops: This usually indicates a poor internet connection. Try switching
from cellular to Wi-Fi, or move closer to your router. Restart the app if necessary.
No Sound: Check that your phone isn’t on silent mode and that the volume is turned up. Also,
ensure Bluetooth isn’t connected to a different device unintentionally.

App Crashes: Update the app via the App Store. If the problem persists, uninstall and
reinstall the app.
Station Not Available in My Region: Some stations are geo-restricted. Using a VPN might
help, but be aware that this can violate the station’s terms of service.

CONCLUSION: YOUR IPHONE IS A WORLD OF RADIO AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

Learning how to listen to radio on iPhone is simple once you understand the options available.
Whether you prefer the built-in Music app, a dedicated station app, a powerful aggregator like
TuneIn, or hands-free Siri commands, there is a method that fits your lifestyle. The beauty of radio
lies in its immediacy and human touch, and your iPhone puts that world in your pocket. So go ahead,
tune in to a station you’ve never heard before, rediscover a local favorite, or let Siri start the music.
The airwaves are waiting.


