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MASTERING THE APA CITATION FOR THE PMBOK GUIDE 5TH EDITION: A COMPLETE
REFERENCE GUIDE

In  the  world  of  project  management,  few  documents  carry  as  much  weight  as  the  Project
Management Body of Knowledge (PMBOK Guide). Whether you are a student writing a dissertation, a
practitioner preparing a case study, or a professor designing a curriculum, chances are you will need
to reference the PMBOK Guide at some point. But when it comes to citing it correctly in APA style,
many people stumble. The combination of a corporate author (Project Management Institute), a
numbered edition, and both print and electronic formats can lead to confusion. This article will walk
you through everything you need to know about the APA citation PMBOK Guide 5th edition,
including why it matters, how to format it, and how to avoid common mistakes. By the end, you will
have  a  clear,  ready-to-use  template  that  ensures  your  references  are  both  accurate  and
professional.

WHAT IS THE PMBOK GUIDE 5TH EDITION?

Before diving into citation mechanics, it is helpful to understand exactly what you are citing. The
PMBOK Guide is published by the Project Management Institute (PMI) and serves as a foundational
standard for project management processes, knowledge areas, and terminology. The 5th edition,
released  in  2013,  was  a  significant  update  that  introduced  changes  to  process  groupings  and  the
concept of project management process interactions. While the 6th and 7th editions have since
been released, the 5th edition is still  widely used in academic programs and legacy reference
materials. Because APA style requires you to cite the specific edition you consulted, knowing you are
working with the 5th edition is crucial for an accurate APA citation PMBOK Guide 5th edition
entry.

WHY PROPER APA CITATION MATTERS FOR THE PMBOK GUIDE

Academic Integrity and Credibility
In academic writing, every source must be properly credited. Citing the PMBOK Guide correctly using
APA style demonstrates that you have engaged with authoritative literature. It also allows your
readers  to  locate  the  exact  edition  you  used,  which  is  especially  important  when  definitions  or
process names vary between editions. A sloppy citation can undermine the credibility of your entire
argument or research.

Consistent Formatting Across Disciplines
APA (American Psychological  Association) style is  one of the most common citation formats in
business,  management,  and social  sciences.  Many project  management  programs require  APA
formatting. Mastering the APA citation PMBOK Guide 5th edition ensures you can adhere to
these requirements without last-minute panic. Once you know the pattern, you can easily adapt it
for future editions or other PMI publications.

KEY ELEMENTS OF AN APA CITATION FOR THE PMBOK GUIDE 5TH EDITION

Every APA citation has four main components: author, date, title, and source. For the PMBOK Guide
5th edition, these are:

Author: Project Management Institute (corporate author)
Date: 2013 (year of publication)
Title: A guide to the project management body of knowledge (PMBOK guide) (5th ed.)
Source: Publisher (Project Management Institute) – and for electronic versions, the URL or
DOI.

Notice that the title is italicized in the reference list and the edition number is placed in parentheses
after the title, without italics. The abbreviation “PMBOK guide” is part of the title and should appear
exactly as shown on the title page.

HOW TO CITE THE PMBOK GUIDE 5TH EDITION IN APA (IN-TEXT AND REFERENCE
LIST)

Reference List Entry – Print Version
If you used a physical paperback copy, the reference list entry should look like this:
Project  Management Institute.  (2013).  A guide to the project  management body of  knowledge
(PMBOK guide) (5th ed.). Project Management Institute.
That’s it. Note that the publisher is also the author, so you repeat “Project Management Institute” at
the end as the publisher. APA allows this duplication. Do not add a location (city, state) because PMI
is a well-known organization and the location is not required for major publishers.

Reference List Entry – Electronic Version
(PDF or Online)
If you accessed the PMBOK Guide 5th edition via an online database, PMI’s website, or a digital
library, you need to add a URL or a DOI. For PMI publications, look for a stable URL or a DOI if
available. Example:
Project  Management Institute.  (2013).  A guide to the project  management body of  knowledge
( P M B O K  g u i d e )  ( 5 t h  e d . ) .  P r o j e c t  M a n a g e m e n t  I n s t i t u t e .
https://www.pmi.org/pmbok-guide-standards/pmbok-guide-5th-edition
If you used a specific database like EBSCOhost or ProQuest, you can include the database name and
URL, but APA 7th edition (which is current as of this writing) prefers a DOI or a direct URL when
possible.  Always  check  the  most  recent  APA  manual  for  updates,  but  the  structure  above  is
consistent with the 7th edition guidelines.

In-Text Citation – Paraphrase
For a paraphrase, you can use the author-date format:
According to the Project Management Institute (2013), project management processes are grouped
into five process groups.
Or  with  the  author  name  integrated  into  the  sentence:  “The  PMBOK  Guide  defines  project
management as ‘the application of knowledge, skills, tools, and techniques to project activities to
meet the project requirements’ (Project Management Institute, 2013, p. 5).” If  you are quoting
directly, include the page number (if available). For online sources without stable page numbers, use
a section heading or paragraph number.

In-Text Citation – Direct Quote
When you quote a specific definition or phrase, include the page number. For the 5th edition, page
numbers are available in print and in paginated PDFs. Example:
“A project is a temporary endeavor undertaken to create a unique product,  service, or result”
(Project Management Institute, 2013, p. 3).

COMMON MISTAKES IN APA CITATION FOR PMBOK GUIDE 5TH EDITION

Even experienced writers can slip up. Here are the most frequent errors:

Using the wrong edition number: Many people accidentally cite the 4th or 6th edition.
Always double-check the copyright page of the book you used.
Omitting the italic title: The full title must be italicized. In APA, book titles are italicized;
edition information is not.
Forgetting the period after the title: Every element in the reference list ends with a
period, except when a URL follows. Check punctuation carefully.
Adding “5th ed.” in the wrong place: It should be inside parentheses immediately after
the title, not at the end of the citation.
Confusing APA 6th and 7th edition rules: APA 7th edition removed the publisher location.
If you are using older guidelines, you might have included “Newtown Square, PA” – but that is
no longer needed. Always follow the most recent APA manual (currently 7th ed.).

HOW THE 5TH EDITION CITATION DIFFERS FROM LATER EDITIONS

If you need to cite the 6th edition (2017) or the 7th edition (2021), the structure is similar but with
the correct date and edition number. For example:
Project  Management Institute.  (2017).  A guide to the project  management body of  knowledge
(PMBOK guide) (6th ed.). Project Management Institute.
The 7th edition is  especially  different  because it  no longer includes the five process groups in  the
same way, and its title changed slightly: A guide to the project management body of knowledge
(PMBOK guide) (7th ed.). But the citation structure remains identical. Therefore, once you master
the APA citation PMBOK Guide 5th edition, you can easily adapt it by changing the year and
edition number.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT APA CITATION FOR PMBOK GUIDE 5TH
EDITION

Q: Do I need to include “PMBOK” in the
citation if the title already says “PMBOK
guide”?
A: Yes. The official title on the cover includes “(PMBOK guide)” in parentheses. You should reproduce
it exactly. Do not abbreviate or expand it further.

Q: What if I accessed the guide through
PMI's digital platform? Should I include the
URL?
A: Yes. If you are citing the electronic version, include the URL at the end. You do not need a
retrieval date unless the source is likely to change. However, because PMI updates its standards,
adding a retrieval date can be helpful: “Retrieved February 15, 2025, from https://…”

Q: Can I cite the PMBOK Guide 5th edition
in my reference list if I only read a chapter
or an online summary?
A: Ideally, you should cite the entire book if you are referencing foundational concepts. If you only
used a specific chapter and the guide is available as a whole, it is better to cite the whole book. APA
does not require chapter numbers unless you are quoting a specific part. However, if you are citing a
chapter from an edited book (which the PMBOK Guide is not), different rules apply. Since the PMBOK
Guide is a single-author corporate work, use the standard book format.

PRACTICAL TIPS FOR USING THE PMBOK GUIDE 5TH EDITION IN YOUR RESEARCH

Whether you are writing a thesis, a business case, or a report, keep these tips in mind:

Always verify the edition you are holding. Some libraries have multiple editions. Check1.
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the copyright page or the preface for the edition number.
Take note of the page numbers early. When you take notes, record the page numbers for2.
any direct quotes. This saves time later when you compile your reference list.
Use a citation manager. Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can automatically format3.
your citations if you input the correct metadata. But always double-check the output, because
these tools sometimes misinterpret corporate authors.
Stay updated on APA changes. The APA manual periodically updates. As of 2025, the 7th4.
edition is current. If your institution requires a specific edition of APA, follow that.

CONCLUSION

Properly citing the APA citation PMBOK Guide 5th edition is a straightforward process once you
understand  the  basic  building  blocks:  a  corporate  author  (Project  Management  Institute),  the
publication year (2013),  the italicized book title with edition,  and the publisher as the source.
Whether you are citing a print copy or an electronic version, the same structure applies with the
addition of a URL. By avoiding common mistakes such as omitting the edition number or misplacing
punctuation, you can ensure your references meet academic standards. As project management
evolves and new editions are released, the skills you develop for the 5th edition will serve you well
for future citations. Always remember: accurate citation not only upholds academic integrity but also
allows your readers to trace your sources with ease, strengthening the impact of your own work.


