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UNLOCKING THE FULL POTENTIAL OF YOUR 2006
VOLVO XC90: A COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE OWNER’S
MANUAL

Owning a 2006 Volvo XC90 is about more than just driving a
luxury  SUV;  it  is  about  embracing  a  legacy  of  safety,
Scandinavian design, and robust engineering. Whether you are a
new owner of a pre-owned model or have had your XC90 for
years, the 2006 Volvo XC 90 owner’s manual is your most
valuable companion. This document is not merely a booklet that
lives in your glove compartment—it is a comprehensive roadmap
to  understanding  every  feature,  function,  and  maintenance
requirement of your vehicle. In this article, we will explore why
this manual is essential, what it covers, and how you can use it to
enhance your driving experience, extend the life of your SUV, and
ensure you are getting the most out of every journey.

Why the 2006 Volvo XC90
Owner’s Manual Matters
More Than You Think
Many drivers overlook the owner’s manual,  relying instead on
intuition  or  online  forums.  However,  the  2006 Volvo XC 90
owners manual  is  uniquely  tailored to  the specific  engineering
and safety systems of this model year. Volvo invested heavily in
making the XC90 one of the safest vehicles on the road, and the
manual explains how systems like the Roll Stability Control (RSC),
Dynamic  Stability  Traction  Control  (DSTC),  and  the  Whiplash
Protection System (WHIPS) work. Understanding these systems
through the manual can help you react correctly in emergency
situations and avoid common maintenance pitfalls. Furthermore,
the  manual  provides  precise  specifications  for  fluid  types,  tire
pressures,  and  bulb  replacements  that  generic  advice  simply
cannot match.
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A Brief Overview of the
2006 Volvo XC90
Before diving into the manual itself, it helps to appreciate the
vehicle  it  serves.  The  2006  Volvo  XC90  was  part  of  the  first
generation  of  Volvo’s  groundbreaking  SUV.  It  offered  three
engine options: the 2.5-liter turbocharged five-cylinder (2.5T), the
3.2-liter inline-six, and the performance-oriented V8. The XC90
was praised for its spacious seven-passenger seating, its class-
leading  safety  ratings,  and  its  comfortable  ride.  The  owner’s
manual for this year covers all these variants, so whether you
have the front-wheel-drive 2.5T or  the all-wheel-drive V8,  the
2006  Volvo  XC  90  owners  manual  provides  the  specific
instructions  you  need.

KEY SECTIONS OF THE 2006 VOLVO XC90 OWNER’S
MANUAL

The manual is divided into several major sections, each designed
to  answer  specific  questions  and  guide  you  through  different
aspects of ownership. Below is a breakdown of what you will find
when you open the 2006 Volvo XC 90 owners manual.

1. Safety and Security: The

Heart of the Manual
Volvo’s  commitment  to  safety  is  legendary,  and  the  owner’s
manual  dedicates  substantial  space  to  this  topic.  You  will  find
detailed  explanations  of:

Seat belt and airbag systems: Instructions on proper
seat belt positioning, child seat installation (including
LATCH system details), and how the side curtain airbags
protect all three rows.
Roll Stability Control (RSC): A system unique to Volvo
that uses a gyroscopic sensor to detect an imminent
rollover and automatically reduces engine torque and
applies brakes to individual wheels.
Whiplash Protection System (WHIPS): How the front
seats are designed to move rearward in a rear-end collision
to reduce the risk of neck injury.
Child safety locks: Location and operation of rear door
child locks and power window override.

Reading this section of the 2006 Volvo XC 90 owners manual
ensures that you and your passengers benefit from the full safety
potential of the vehicle.

2. Instruments and
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Controls: Getting to Know
Your Dashboard
The  2006  XC90 features  a  clean,  driver-focused  cockpit.  The
manual  walks  you  through  every  gauge,  indicator  light,  and
control. Key topics include:

Instrument panel: Understanding warning lights such as
the Check Engine light, Tire Pressure Monitoring System
(TPMS) indicator, and the DSTC warning.
Audio and infotainment system: The manual provides
instructions for the standard AM/FM/CD system, the
optional premium sound system, and the built-in phone
system (if equipped).
Climate control: The Electronic Climate Control (ECC)
system is explained, including how to use the air
conditioning, heating, and the unique “Interior Air Quality
System” (IAQS) that filters out pollutants.
Steering wheel controls: Buttons for cruise control, audio
settings, and the information display.

3. Driving and Operation:

Tips for Every Road
Condition
The 2006 Volvo XC 90 owners manual is particularly valuable
for its driving tips. This section covers:

Starting and stopping the engine: Including the
immobilizer system and keyless entry features.
Automatic transmission: The Geartronic transmission
allows for manual shifting, and the manual explains how to
use it effectively, including the Winter/Wet mode for
slippery conditions.
All-wheel drive (AWD) system: How the Haldex coupling
distributes power between front and rear axles for optimal
traction.
Towing: The XC90 has a towing capacity of up to 5,000
pounds when properly equipped. The manual provides
detailed instructions on trailer hitch installation, weight
distribution, and braking requirements.
Driving in adverse conditions: Advice for driving in rain,
snow, or on gravel roads, including the use of DSTC and the
proper tire selection.



4

4 2006 Volvo Xc 90 Owners Manual 2022-09-14

4. Maintenance and Care:
Keeping Your XC90 in Prime

Condition
Regular maintenance is critical for the longevity of any vehicle,
and  the  manual  makes  this  easy.  The  2006  Volvo  XC  90
owners manual includes:

Maintenance schedule: A clear chart showing when to
change the oil, replace filters, rotate tires, and inspect belts
and hoses. The schedule is based on both time and mileage
intervals.
Fluids and lubricants: Exact specifications for engine oil
(viscosity and API rating), transmission fluid, brake fluid,
coolant, and power steering fluid.
Tire care: Recommended tire pressures for different loads,
tire rotation patterns, and winter tire suggestions.
Bulb replacement: Step-by-step instructions for replacing
headlights, taillights, and interior bulbs.
Fuse box diagrams: Locations and amperages for all
fuses, which is invaluable for troubleshooting electrical
issues.

5. Practical Information and
Specifications
This section of the 2006 Volvo XC 90 owners manual contains
all the technical data you might need, including:

Dimensions: Length, width, height, wheelbase, ground
clearance, and cargo volume with the rear seats up and
folded.
Capacities: Fuel tank volume, engine oil capacity, coolant
capacity, and air conditioning refrigerant type.
Towing specifications: Maximum trailer weight, tongue
weight, and electrical connector details.
Weight ratings: Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) and
Gross Axle Weight Rating (GAWR).

HOW TO USE THE 2006 VOLVO XC90 OWNER’S
MANUAL EFFECTIVELY

To get the most out of your 2006 Volvo XC 90 owners manual,
follow these simple strategies:

Read it cover to cover: Take an hour to read through the
entire manual when you first get the vehicle. You will
discover features you did not know existed.
Tab the important pages: Use sticky notes or paperclips
to mark essential sections like fuse diagrams, maintenance
schedules, and tire pressures.
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Keep it in the vehicle: Always store the manual in the
glove compartment or center console. In an emergency,
you might need to consult it immediately.
Use it for troubleshooting: Before calling a mechanic,
check the manual for common issues like a warning light
coming on or a strange noise. Many problems have simple
explanations.

WHERE TO FIND A REPLACEMENT 2006 VOLVO XC90
OWNER’S MANUAL

If your vehicle did not come with the original manual, or if it has
been lost, you have several options:

Volvo dealerships: You can purchase a new physical copy
from any Volvo dealer. They often have manuals in stock or
can order one for you.
Online PDF versions: Volvo has made digital versions of
many owner’s manuals available for free on their website.
You can download a PDF of the 2006 Volvo XC 90 owners
manual and save it on your phone or tablet for easy
access.
Third-party websites: Many automotive manual websites
offer downloadable copies, but be sure to use a reputable
source to avoid incomplete or inaccurate versions.
eBay and used bookstores: You can often find original
paper manuals on auction sites or in used car parts stores.

COMMON QUESTIONS ANSWERED IN THE 2006 VOLVO
XC90 OWNER’S MANUAL

The 2006 Volvo XC 90 owners manual covers a wide range of
frequently asked questions. Here are a few examples:

How do I reset the service reminder? The manual
provides step-by-step instructions for resetting the
maintenance light after an oil change.
What type of engine oil should I use? It specifies Volvo-
approved 5W-30 synthetic oil for most climates.
Can I use E85 fuel? The manual explicitly states that the
2006 XC90 is not designed for E85 and warns against using
it.
How do I pair my phone with the Bluetooth system?
The manual explains the pairing process for the optional
Bluetooth hands-free system.
What does the CHECK ENGINE light mean? The manual
provides a list of possible causes and advises on when to
seek professional service.

MAINTENANCE TIPS DERIVED FROM THE 2006 VOLVO
XC90 OWNER’S MANUAL

One of  the  most  practical  uses  of  your  2006 Volvo XC 90
owners manual is for routine maintenance. Here are some key
tips directly from the manual:

Oil changes: Volvo recommends changing the oil every
7,500 miles under normal conditions, or every 3,750 miles
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under severe conditions (frequent short trips, towing, or
dusty environments).
Tire rotation: Rotate your tires every 7,500 miles to
ensure even wear. The manual explains the correct rotation
pattern for your XC90.
Timing belt replacement: For the 2.5T and 3.2 engines,
the timing belt should be replaced at 105,000 miles or 10

years, whichever comes first. The V8 engine uses a timing
chain that does not require scheduled replacement.
Coolant flush: The manual recommends flushing and
replacing the coolant every 4 years or 60,000 miles.
Transmission fluid: While Volvo calls it a “lifetime” fluid,
the manual suggests checking it at 100,000 miles and
replacing it if needed,


