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INTRODUCTION: WHY YOU SHOULD KNOW HOW TO
DELETE HISTORY ON IPAD

In our increasingly digital world, the iPad has become an
indispensable tool for work, study, and entertainment. Whether
you are browsing the web, watching videos, or checking social
media, your device quietly records your activity. This browsing
history can reveal a lot about your interests, habits, and even
sensitive information like login credentials or financial queries.
Learning how to delete history on iPad is not just about hiding
your online activity from prying eyes—it is a fundamental step in
maintaining your digital privacy, freeing up storage space, and
keeping your device running smoothly. Over time, accumulated
history, cookies, and cache files can slow down your browser and
consume valuable storage. This comprehensive guide will walk
you through every method to clear your history on an iPad,
covering Safari, third-party browsers, and even app-specific
records. By the end, you will have full control over your digital
footprint.

DELETING SAFARI BROWSING HISTORY ON IPAD

Safari is the default web browser on iPad and the primary place
where your browsing history is stored. Apple has made it
straightforward to erase this data, but the exact steps vary
slightly depending on your iOS version. Below, we cover the
process for iPadOS 15 and later, as well as older versions. Note
that these steps will also remove cookies and other website data
associated with the history you delete.

Method 1: Clear Safari
History in iPadQOS 15 and
Later

If your iPad runs iPadOS 15, 16, 17, or later, the Settings app
provides a streamlined way to delete history. Follow these steps:

1. Open the Settings app on your iPad.

2. Scroll down and tap Safari.

3. In the Safari settings menu, tap Clear History and
Website Data.

4. A pop-up will appear asking for confirmation. You can
choose the time range: Last hour, Today, Today and
yesterday, or All time. Select the option that fits your
needs.

5. Finally, tap Clear History to confirm. This action removes
your browsing history, cookies, and other cached data from
all devices signed into iCloud with the same Apple ID.

Important: This process is irreversible. Once you clear history,
you cannot retrieve it. It also logs you out of any websites you are
currently signed into, so be prepared to re-enter passwords if
needed.

Method 2: Clear Safari
History on Older iPadOS
Versions

For iPads running iPadOS 14 or earlier, the steps are slightly
different:

1. Open Settings and tap Safari.

2. Scroll down and tap Clear History and Website Data.

3. A confirmation pop-up will appear. Tap Clear to proceed.
Note that older versions do not offer a time range option—it
clears everything at once.

Method 3: Using the Safari
App Interface

If you prefer to work within Safari itself, you can also clear history
from the browser interface:

1. Open the Safari app on your iPad.

2. Tap the book icon (or the tabs icon depending on layout)
located at the top or bottom of the screen. In newer
versions, tap the AA icon in the address bar, then choose
History.

3. Tap Clear at the bottom of the history panel.

4. You will be given the option to clear history for the past
hour, today, today and yesterday, or all time. Select your
preference and confirm.

This method is faster for a quick cleanup without diving into
Settings.

UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
HISTORY, COOKIES, AND CACHE

When you learn how to delete history on iPad, it is helpful to
know what exactly you are deleting. The “Clear History and
Website Data” option in Safari removes three types of stored
information:

* Browsing history: The list of websites you have visited,
stored by date and time.

e Cookies: Small files that websites save on your device to
remember your preferences, login status, and shopping
cart contents.

e Cache: Temporary files (like images and page layouts) that
help pages load faster on repeat visits.

While these elements improve your browsing experience, they
also take up space and can be used for tracking. Clearing them
regularly helps protect your privacy and can resolve browser
glitches such as pages not loading correctly or error messages.

DELETING HISTORY IN THIRD-PARTY BROWSERS ON
IPAD

Not everyone uses Safari. Many iPad users prefer Google Chrome,
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Mozilla Firefox, Microsoft Edge, or other browsers. Each has its
own method for clearing history. Here is a breakdown for the
most popular alternatives.

Google Chrome on iPad

Chrome’s history deletion is straightforward:

Open the Chrome app.

Tap the three dots (menu) in the bottom-right corner.

Select History from the menu.

At the top of the history screen, tap Clear Browsing Data.

Choose a time range: Last hour, Last 24 hours, Last 7

days, Last 4 weeks, or All time.

6. Ensure the checkboxes for Browsing history, Cookies,
Site Data, and Images and Files are selected (or adjust
according to your needs).

7. Tap Clear Browsing Data to confirm.
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Chrome also offers an option to clear data from all sync-enabled
devices if you are signed into your Google account.

Mozilla Firefox on iPad

Firefox's process is equally simple:

1. Open Firefox.

2. Tap the three lines (hamburger menu) at the bottom-
right.

3. Select History.

4. Tap the clock icon at the top, then choose Clear Recent
History.

5. Select a time range: The last hour, Today, or
Everything.

6. Check Browsing & Download History and optionally
Cookies & Active Logins.

7. Tap Clear History.

Firefox also lets you clear data from specific sites if you prefer a
more granular approach.

Microsoft Edge on iPad

Microsoft Edge offers similar controls:

Launch Edge.

Tap the three dots at the bottom.

Go to Settings (gear icon) or History directly.

Tap Clear browsing data.

Choose a time range and select the data types (Browsing
history, Cookies, Cached images and files).

6. Tap Clear.
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Edge also includes an option to clear data automatically every
time you close the app—a great privacy feature for frequent
users.

REMOVING SEARCH HISTORY AND SUGGESTIONS IN
SAFARI

Beyond standard browsing history, Safari may store your search
qgueries in the smart search field. These suggestions can appear
when you start typing in the address bar, which might be
inconvenient if you share your iPad. To remove them:

1. Open Settings and tap Safari.
2. Scroll down to Search and tap Clear History and
Website Data (as previously described). This will also

clear recent searches.

3. If you want to prevent Safari from remembering search
queries in the future, turn off Search Engine
Suggestions and Safari Suggestions under the Search
section. This stops your iPad from sending your search
terms to Apple and Google for suggestions.

Note that deleting individual search history entries is not possible
through the Settings—they are bundled with the overall browsing
history.

DELETING APP-SPECIFIC HISTORY ON IPAD

Many apps store their own internal history, such as the YouTube
app remembering your watch history or Maps keeping a log of
recent destinations. While these are not directly controlled by
Safari or browser settings, you can clear them within each app.

YouTube App

Open YouTube.

Tap your profile icon (top-right).

Go to Settings > History & privacy.

Tap Clear watch history and confirm. You can also clear
search history from the same menu.

Apple Maps

1. Open Settings > Privacy & Security > Location
Services > System Services.

2. Scroll to Significant Locations and tap it (you may need
to authenticate with Face ID or passcode).

3. Tap Clear History at the bottom. This removes frequently
visited locations and recent searches in Maps.

App Store, Music, and
Podcasts

For Apple's media apps, history can often be cleared by going to
Settings > [app name] and looking for clear options. For
example, in the App Store, you can clear your search history by
swiping left on recent searches in the search tab.

USING PRIVATE BROWSING MODE TO AVOID HISTORY
ALTOGETHER
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The best way to avoid having to delete history is to prevent it
from being stored in the first place. Every major browser on iPad
includes a private or incognito mode. In Safari, this is called
Private Browsing:

1. Open Safari and tap the tabs icon (two overlapping
squares at the top-right).

2. Tap Private (bottom-left corner).

3. Tap the + button to open a new private tab. Your browsing
activity within these tabs will not be saved to history,
cookies, or autofill data.

Similarly, in Chrome, tap the three dots and select New
Incognito Tab. In Firefox, tap the mask icon in the toolbar. Edge
uses InPrivate mode. Using these modes for sensitive
searches—like banking, health queries, or gift shopping—can
keep your device clean.
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ADDITIONAL PRIVACY TIPS FOR IPAD USERS Here are some advanced strategies to maintain privacy:
Mastering how to delete history on iPad is just the beginning.  Automatically clear history: In Safari, you cannot set an
auto



