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BRIDGING THE GAP: A COMPLETE
GUIDE ON HOW TO TRANSFER
SONGS FROM IPHONE TO ITUNES

For years, the relationship between the
iPhone and iTunes was straightforward:
you plugged in your device, and
everything synced. But as Apple shifted
toward wireless, cloud-based
management, the process of moving
music from your phone back to your
computer became less intuitive. Many
users now find themselves with new
purchases, recordings, or imported
tracks on their iPhone that they want to
archive or manage in iTunes on a PC or
Mac. If you have ever wondered exactly
how to transfer songs from iPhone
to iTunes, you are not alone. This guide
walks through every reliable method,
addresses common pitfalls, and ensures
your music library stays intact.

Understanding
the Core
Challenge

The primary obstacle you face when
attempting to transfer music from an
iPhone to iTunes is Apple's digital rights
management philosophy. Historically,
Apple designed iTunes to manage

content moving to the iPhone, not
pulling it from the device. While iCloud
and iTunes Match have simplified things
for purchases, locally stored
tracks—such as those ripped from CDs,
imported from other sources, or
recorded via voice memos—do not
automatically sync back. Understanding
this distinction is the first step in
learning how to transfer songs from
iPhone to iTunes successfully.

Fortunately, several workarounds exist.
Some rely on official Apple software,
while others leverage third-party utilities
designed to bypass restrictions. Below,
we break down each approach, from the
simplest to the most comprehensive.

METHOD 1: USING THE OFFICIAL
ITUNES SYNC (FOR PURCHASED
AND IMPORTED CONTENT)

Before exploring third-party solutions, it
is worth understanding what iTunes can
do natively. If your goal is to consolidate
a library or back up music you purchased
through the iTunes Store, the process is
straightforward.

Transfer
Purchases from
IPhone to iITunes

1. Connect your iPhone to your
computer using a USB cable.
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2. Open iTunes (or the Music app on
macOS Catalina and later).

3. Click the device icon that appears
near the top-left corner.

4. Under the Summary tab, look for
the Options section.

5. Check the box labeled "Manually
manage music and videos".

6. Right-click your device name and
select "Transfer Purchases".

This action copies all purchased music,
apps, and books from your iPhone back
to the iTunes library on your computer. It
is a one-way street, however, and does
not cover songs you obtained outside
the iTunes ecosystem.

Limitations of
Native iTunes
Transfer

While the official method works for paid
content, it fails when you need to move
ripped MP3s, downloaded tracks from
other services, or recordings made
directly on the device. This is where
many users become frustrated and
search for alternative answers to how to
transfer songs from iPhone to
iTunes that covers all file types.

METHOD 2: USING ICLOUD AND
ITUNES MATCH (THE WIRELESS
APPROACH)

Apple offers a subscription-based service
called iTunes Match (now bundled with
Apple Music) that can help synchronize
your library across devices without a
cable. However, it is not a direct transfer
tool—it matches your tracks with Apple's
catalog and makes them available
everywhere.

How iTunes
Match Works

e Subscribing to Apple Music or
iTunes Match enables iCloud Music
Library.

e Songs on your iPhone are scanned
and matched against Apple's
database.

e Matched tracks are made available
for download on your computer's
iTunes.

e Unmatched tracks (rare or obscure
recordings) are uploaded to iCloud
and then downloaded to your PC.

Steps to enable iCloud Music
Library:

1. On your iPhone, go to Settings >
Music.

2. Toggle on "Sync Library" (i0S
14.6 and later).

3. On your computer, open iTunes
Preferences (Windows) or Music
Preferences (Mac).

4. Check "Sync Library" under the
General tab.

5. Wait for the devices to
synchronize. Downloaded songs
should appear in your library.

This method is elegant but requires an
ongoing subscription. If you are looking
for a free, one-time solution for how to
transfer songs from iPhone to
iTunes, this may not be the ideal path.

METHOD 3: USING THIRD-PARTY
SOFTWARE (MOST
COMPREHENSIVE)

When native tools fall short, dedicated
third-party applications step in. These
programs are designed specifically to
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bridge the gap between iOS devices and
computer libraries. They offer more
flexibility, allowing you to select
individual tracks, playlists, or entire
libraries for transfer.

Top Tools for
Transferring
Music

1. iMazing

iMazing is a powerful, user-friendly
alternative to iTunes. It allows you to
browse your iPhone's file system and
drag music directly to your computer's
hard drive or iTunes library. The free
version offers limited transfers, but the
paid version unlocks full functionality.

e Pros: No subscription required;
supports selective transfer; works
with voice memos and other audio
files.

e Cons: The full version costs
money; requires installation.

2. Senuti (iTunes spelled backward)

A classic tool that many Mac users rely
on. Senuti reads the iPhone's music
database and copies songs into iTunes.
It is simple, focused, and effective.

e Pros: Purpose-built for this exact
task; minimal interface.

e Cons: Mac only; limited updates in
recent years.

3. Syncios

A cross-platform tool that supports both
Windows and Mac. Syncios offers a free
mode for transferring a limited number
of files, with a paid version for unlimited
use.

* Pros: Affordable; supports video

and photo transfer as well.

e Cons: Free version is restrictive;
occasional compatibility issues
with new iOS versions.

4. AnyTrans

A comprehensive iOS manager that
handles music, messages, photos, and
more. Its music transfer feature allows
direct migration from iPhone to iTunes
with a single click.

e Pros: All-in-one solution; intuitive
design.

e Cons: Premium pricing; some
features require internet
connection.

Using any of these tools, the general
workflow for how to transfer songs
from iPhone to iTunes involves
connecting your device, launching the
software, selecting the music you want,
and choosing "Export to iTunes" or
"Copy to Computer."

Step-by-Step
Example Using
IMazing

1. Download and install iMazing on
your computer.

2. Connect your iPhone via USB or
Wi-Fi.

3. In iMazing, click on "Music" under
your device.

4. Browse the songs on your iPhone.
Select the ones you wish to
transfer.

5. Click "Export to iTunes" from the
toolbar.

6. Choose whether to copy the files
to an existing playlist or create a
new one.



7. Open iTunes; your songs should
appear in the library immediately.

This method bypasses nearly all
restrictions and works with every audio
file format, including MP3, AAC, WAV,
and FLAC.

METHOD 4: MANUAL FILE
TRANSFER VIA WINDOWS
EXPLORER (FOR ADVANCED
USERS)

If you are using a Windows PC and have
enabled disk use mode in iTunes, you
can sometimes access the iPhone's file
system directly. This method is less
reliable in recent iOS versions but
remains an option for older devices or
jailbroken phones.

Steps for Manual
Transfer

1. Connect your iPhone to the PC.

2. Open iTunes and enable
“Manually manage music and
videos" under the Summary tab.

3. Minimize iTunes. Open File
Explorer.

4. Look for your iPhone under "This
PC". It may appear as a portable
device.

5. Double-click the internal storage
and navigate to Internal Storage
> Apple Media Services >
Music.

6. You may see folders with cryptic
names. Copy these folders to your
desktop.

7. Rename the files with .m4a or
.mp3 extensions as needed and
drag them into iTunes.

Important Caveat: This method is not

officially supported and may not work on
newer i0OS versions due to enhanced
security measures. It also requires
locating and renaming files, which can
be tedious for large libraries.

METHOD 5: USING VOICE MEMOS
AND OTHER RECORDING APPS

A common scenario involves transferring
voice memos, live recordings, or audio
notes from the iPhone to iTunes. These
files are stored separately from
purchased music and require a slightly
different approach.

Transferring
Voice Memos via
ITunes

1. Connect your iPhone to your
computer.

2. Open iTunes and select your
device.

3. Click on Music in the sidebar (not
the library).

4. Check the box "Include voice
memos" under Sync Settings.

5. Apply the sync. The voice memos
will be added to a playlist named
"Voice Memos" in iTunes.

Alternative Method: You can also
share voice memos via email, AirDrop, or
cloud storage, then manually add them
to iTunes. This is simpler for individual
files.

COMMON ISSUES AND
TROUBLESHOOTING

Even with clear instructions, problems
can arise. Here are frequent stumbling
blocks and how to resolve them when
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attempting how to transfer songs
from iPhone to iTunes.

ITunes Does Not
Recognize the
Device

e Update iTunes to the latest
version.

e Restart both the iPhone and the
computer.

e Try a different USB cable or port.

e Check for driver issues in Windows
Device Manager.

Songs Are
Grayed Out or
Cannot Be
Played

e This often occurs with DRM-
protected content. Only songs
purchased from iTunes or ripped
from CDs are transferable via
standard methods.

e Third-party software may strip
DRM, but check local laws
regarding digital rights.

Transfer Stops
Midway

e Ensure your iPhone is unlocked
and the screen does not turn off.
 Disable iCloud Music Library

temporarily during the transfer to
avoid conflicts.

e Use a wired connection instead of
Wi-Fi for greater stability.

Missing Metadata
or Aloum Artwork

e After importing songs into iTunes,
select all tracks and choose File >
Library > Get Album Artwork.

e Manually edit song information if
necessary using the Get Info
option.

WHY BOTHER TRANSFERRING
MUSIC TO ITUNES IN THE FIRST
PLACE?

With streaming services dominating the
music landscape, you might wonder
whether the effort is worthwhile. For
many, the answer lies in control and
ownership. iTunes (or the Music app)
provides a centralized library where you
can manage metadata, create smart
playlists, and back up your collection to
an external drive. It also allows you to
burn CDs, transfer songs to older iPods,
or upload tracks to devices that lack
streaming capabilities.

Moreover, if you ever decide to switch to
a different music player or service,
having a local archive of your files
ensures you are not locked into a single
ecosystem. Knowing how to transfer
songs from iPhone to iTunes
empowers you to keep your music
accessible regardless of changing
technologies.

FINAL THOUGHTS: CHOOSE THE
METHOD THAT




