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INTRODUCTION:
UNDERSTANDING
SOCIETY THROUGH
A TRUSTED
ACADEMIC LENS

S o c i o l o g y  i s  t h e
systematic  study  of
human  society,  and
few  textbooks  have
c a p t u r e d  i t s
c o m p l e x i t i e s  a s
effectively  as
Sociology  In  Our
Times Diana Kendall
10th  Edition.  This
foundational  text  has
gu ided  count less
students  through  the

intricate web of  social
structures,  cultural
n o r m s ,  a n d
institutional  dynamics
that  shape  everyday
life. Whether you are a
first-year
u n d e r g r a d u a t e
e n c o u n t e r i n g
sociological  theory  for
the  first  time  or  an
advanced  student
s e e k i n g  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
reference,  this  edition
offers  a  rich  blend  of
classical  perspectives
and  contemporary
applications. In a world
m a r k e d  b y  r a p i d
technological  change,
shifting  demographics,
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and  persistent  social
i n e q u a l i t i e s ,
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
sociology is more vital
than ever.  This  article
e x p l o r e s  t h e  k e y
features,  pedagogical
strengths,  and  lasting
r e l e v a n c e  o f
Sociology  In  Our
Times Diana Kendall
10th  Edition,  while
also examining how it
equ ips  readers  to
analyze pressing social
issues with clarity and
critical insight.

THE EVOLUTION
OF A CLASSIC TEXT

D i a n a  K e n d a l l ' s
Sociology  In  Our
Times Diana Kendall
1 0 t h  E d i t i o n
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e
culmination of years of
refinement  and
p e d a g o g i c a l
i nnova t i on .  F i r s t
published  in  the  late
1990s,  the  textbook
has  evolved  alongside

the  discipline  itself,
incorporating emerging
research,  updated
statistics,  and  new
t h e o r e t i c a l
frameworks. The tenth
edition  continues  this
tradition of excellence,
offering  fresh  content
on  top i cs  such  as
globalization,  digital
media,  environmental
s o c i o l o g y ,  a n d
i n t e r s e c t i o n a l i t y .
Kendall's  approach
remains  grounded  in
t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t
sociology  should  be
accessible  without
sacrificing  intellectual
rigor.  Each  chapter
b u i l d s  f r o m
foundational  concepts
t o  m o r e  c o m p l e x
analyses, ensuring that
students  develop  a
s o l i d  g r a s p  o f
sociological  thinking
before  moving  into
challenging  terrain.
This  careful  scaffolding
is  one  reason  why
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Sociology  In  Our
Times Diana Kendall
10th Edition  remains
a preferred choice  for
instructors  seeking  a
balanced,  up-to-date
resource.

Key
Updates
in the
Tenth
Edition
T h e  m o s t  r e c e n t
edit ion  introduces
several  noteworthy
e n h a n c e m e n t s .
Coverage  of  social
media  and  its  impact
on  identity  formation,
political  polarization,
a n d  c o m m u n i t y
bui ld ing  has  been
significantly  expanded.
Updated  census  data
and  demograph ic

pro ject ions  a l low
students  to  examine
patterns  of  racial ,
ethnic,  and  economic
stratification  with
current  information.
Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
c h a p t e r  o n
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
sociology now includes
discussions  of  climate
justice and sustainable
d e v e l o p m e n t ,
reflecting  sociology's
growing  engagement
with  ecological  issues.
These revisions ensure
that Sociology In Our
Times Diana Kendall
10th Edition  remains
as  re levant  in  the
classroom today  as  it
was at its inception.

PEDAGOGICAL
FEATURES THAT
ENHANCE
LEARNING



4

4 Sociology In Our Times Diana Kendall
10th Edition

2026-06-21

Chapter-
Opening
Vignettes
and Real-
World
Applicatio

ns
E a c h  c h a p t e r  i n
Sociology  In  Our
Times Diana Kendall
10th  Edition  begins
with  a  compel l ing
vignette  drawn  from
r e a l  l i f e .  T h e s e
narrat ives—ranging
from  personal  stories
of  upward  mobility  to
accounts  of  systemic
discrimination—immedi
ately immerse readers
in  the  sociological
i m a g i n a t i o n .  B y

connecting  abstract
theories  to  concrete
experiences,  Kendall
demonstrates  that
sociology is not merely
an  academic  exercise
but  a  lens  through
w h i c h  w e  c a n
understand  our  own
lives  and  the  lives  of
others. For instance, a
vignette about a family
navigating  healthcare
access  introduces
concepts  of  social
stratification  and
institutional  barriers
before  the  formal
definitions  are
p r e s e n t e d .  T h i s
narrative  technique
fosters  engagement
and  retention,  making
Sociology  In  Our
Times Diana Kendall
1 0 t h  E d i t i o n
particularly  effective
for  students  who may
b e  n e w  t o  t h e
discipline.
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Critical
Thinking
and
"Sociolog
y in the
News"
Boxes
Throughout  the  text,
specially  designed
boxes  encourage
students  to  app ly
sociological  concepts
to  current  events.
These "Sociology in the
News" features present
brief  excerpts  from
reputable  journalism,
followed by discussion
questions  that  prompt
analysis  of  underlying
social  forces.  Such
e x e r c i s e s  t r a i n

students  to  recognize
sociological patterns in
everyday  reporting,
from  debates  about
immigration  policy  to
coverage  of  economic
inequality.  The  tenth
edition  also  includes
expanded  cr i t ica l
thinking prompts at the
end  of  each  major
s e c t i o n ,  a s k i n g
students  to  compare
t h e o r e t i c a l
p e r s p e c t i v e s  o r
e v a l u a t e  p o l i c y
implications.  These
features  distinguish
Sociology  In  Our
Times Diana Kendall
10th Edition as a tool
that  prioritizes  active
learning  over  passive
reading.

Visual
Sociology
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and
Infograph

ics
Kendall's textbook has
always  been  praised
for  its  effective  use  of
visual  materials,  and
the tenth edition raises
this  standard  further.
Full-color  infographics
distill  complex  data
i n t o  a c c e s s i b l e
f o rmats ,  he lp i ng
students  grasp  trends
in  income distribution,
e d u c a t i o n a l
a t t a i n m e n t ,  a n d
demographic  change
a t  a  g l a n c e .
Photographs  wi th
sociological  captions
encourage  readers  to
analyze  images  as
cultural  texts.  This
visual  emphasis  is
especially  valuable  for
students  who  benefit
from multiple modes of

i n f o r m a t i o n
p resen ta t i on .  By
integrating  visuals
seamlessly with written
content,  Sociology In
Our  Times  Diana
Kendall 10th Edition
suppor t s  d i ve r se
learning styles without
compromising depth.

THEORETICAL
FOUNDATIONS
AND
CONTEMPORARY
PERSPECTIVES

Classical
Theories
Revisited
A strong understanding
of  sociology  requires
familiarity  with  the
discipline's  founding
thinkers,  and this text
d e v o t e s  c a r e f u l
attention to the work of
Émile  Durkheim,  Karl
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Marx, Max Weber, and
o t h e r  p i o n e e r s .
However,  Sociology
In  Our  Times Diana
Kendall 10th Edition
does  not  treat  these
theorists  as  historical
art i facts.  Instead,
Kendall  demonstrates
h o w  t h e i r  i d e a s
continue  to  illuminate
modern  phenomena.
F o r  e x a m p l e ,
Durkheim's concept of
anomie  is  applied  to
discussions  of  digital
disconnection  and
social  media  fatigue,
while Weber's analysis
o f  bureaucracy  i s
b r o u g h t  i n t o
conversations  about
su rve i l l ance  and
a l g o r i t h m i c
governance .  Th is
a p p r o a c h  h e l p s
students  see  classical
theory  as  a  l i v ing
resource rather than a
relic.

Contemp
orary
Theoretic
al
Movemen
ts
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o
e s t a b l i s h e d
frameworks,  the  tenth
edition  incorporates
c o n t e m p o r a r y
t h e o r e t i c a l
developments  that
h a v e  r e s h a p e d
sociology  in  recent
decades.  Feminist
theory,  critical  race
t h e o r y ,
postmodernism,  and
queer  theory  receive
dedicated  sections,
allowing  students  to
understand how power,
i d e n t i t y ,  a n d
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representation  are
analyzed from multiple
v a n t a g e  p o i n t s .
Kendall's  treatment  of
these  perspectives  is
b a l a n c e d  a n d
respectful,  presenting
them  as  va l id  and
rigorous  contributions
t o  s o c i o l o g i c a l
k n o w l e d g e .  T h e
inclusion  of  global
s o c i o l o g y  a n d
postcolonial  theory
further  broadens  the
t e x t ' s  s c o p e ,
encouraging  students
t o  c o n s i d e r  h o w
W e s t e r n - c e n t r i c
assumptions may limit
sociological  analysis.
T h i s  d i v e r s i t y  o f
theoretical coverage is
a  h a l l m a r k  o f
Sociology  In  Our
Times Diana Kendall
10th Edition.

IN-DEPTH
COVERAGE OF
CORE TOPICS

Social
Stratificat
ion and
Inequality
No  sociological  text
would  be  complete
without  a  thorough
examination  of  social
stratification,  and  this
ed i t ion  de l ivers  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
analysis of class, race,
gender ,  and  the i r
intersections. Chapters
on social class explore
not  only  income  and
wealth  disparities  but
also  cultural  capital,
social mobility, and the
r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f
p r i v i l e g e .  T h e
discussion of racial and
ethn ic  inequa l i ty
a d d r e s s e s  b o t h
historical  legacies  and
c o n t e m p o r a r y
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m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,
i n c l u d i n g  m a s s
incarceration,  housing
discrimination,  and
health  disparit ies.
Gender  stratification
chapters  examine
workplace  inequality,
t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f
domestic  labor,  and
movements for gender
justice.  Throughout
t h e s e  s e c t i o n s ,
Sociology  In  Our
Times Diana Kendall
1 0 t h  E d i t i o n
maintains a clear focus
on  how  systems  of
inequality  operate
simultaneously  and
reinforce  one  another.

Social
Institutio
ns:

Family,
Education
, Religion,
and
Governm
ent
The tenth edition offers
extensive  coverage  of
m a j o r  s o c i a l
inst i tut ions,  each
analyzed  through
multiple  theoretical
lenses.  The  family
chapte r  exp lo res
changing  structures,
including  single-parent
households,  blended
families, and same-sex
parenting,  while  also
e x a m i n i n g  h o w
economic  pressures
a n d  c u l t u r a l
expectations  shape
f a m i l y  l i f e .  T h e
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educat ion  sect ion
addresses  issues  of
s c h o o l  f u n d i n g
disparities,  tracking,
a n d  t h e  h i d d e n
curriculum.  Religion  is
discussed  both  as  a
source  of  community
and meaning and as a
force that can reinforce
social  hierarchies.
G o v e r n m e n t  a n d
politics chapters cover
power, authority, social
movements,  and  the
r o l e  o f  m e d i a  i n
shaping public opinion.
Each  inst i tut ional
analysis  in  Sociology
In  Our  Times Diana
Kendall 10th Edition
is grounded in current
data  and  real-world
examples.

Deviance,
Crime,

and
Social
Control
This edition provides a
nuanced exploration of
how  societies  define
a n d  r e s p o n d  t o
deviance.  Labeling
theory,  strain  theory,
and  socia l  contro l
theory  are  presented
a l o n g s i d e
contemporary research
on  white-collar  crime,
cybercrime, and police
brutality.  The  criminal
j u s t i ce  sys tem  i s
examined  critically,
with attention to racial
disparities  in  arrests,
s e n t e n c i n g ,  a n d
incarceration  rates.
Restorative  justice
m o d e l s  a n d
alternatives to punitive
approaches  are  also
discussed,  offering
students  a  range  of
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perspectives  on  how
societies might address
harm.  This  balanced
t r e a t m e n t  h e l p s
readers  see  beyond
simplistic  notions  of
crime and punishment,
a  s t r e n g t h  o f
Sociology  In  Our
Times Diana Kendall
10th Edition.

GLOBAL
PERSPECTIVES
AND
COMPARATIVE
SOCIOLOGY

In  an  interconnected
world,  understanding
social  phenomena
requ i res  a  g loba l
outlook.  The  tenth
e d i t i o n  i n c l u d e s
dedicated chapters  on
global  stratification,
p o p u l a t i o n  a n d
urbanizat ion,  and
s o c i a l  c h a n g e .
Comparative examples
from various countries
allow  students  to  see
h o w  c u l t u r a l  a n d

structural  contexts
shape social outcomes.
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,
d i s c u s s i o n s  o f
healthcare  systems
compare  the  United
States  with  countries
that  have  universal
c o v e r a g e ,  w h i l e
analysis  of  education
examines  differences
in  national  curricula
and testing regimes. A
c h a p t e r  o n
globalization addresses
the economic, cultural,
a n d  p o l i t i c a l
dimensions  of  global
integration,  including
critiques  from  anti-
g l o b a l i z a t i o n
movements.  These
global  perspectives
ensure that Sociology
In  Our  Times Diana
Kendall 10th Edition
prepares  students  to
think  beyond  national
borders.

INSTRUCTOR AND
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STUDENT SUPPORT
RESOURCES

Compreh
ensive
Ancillary
Package
Instructors  who  adopt
Sociology  In  Our
Times Diana Kendall
10th  Edition  gain
access  to  a  robust
suite of teaching tools.
T e s t  b a n k s  w i t h
hundreds  of  multiple-
choice,  true/false,  and
essay  questions  allow
for  flexible  assessment
design.  Lecture  slides,
video  resources,  and
classroom  activities
provide  ready-made
materials for engaging
l e s s o n s .  O n l i n e
discussion prompts and
g r o u p  p r o j e c t
suggestions encourage

collaborative  learning.
For  students,  the  text
is accompanied by self-
assessment  quizzes,
flashcards, and chapter
s u m m a r i e s  t h a t
facilitate  independent
study. These resources
make the tenth edition
not just a textbook but
a  complete  learning
system.

WHY THIS EDITION
MATTERS TODAY

The social landscape of
the  2020s  presents
unique  challenges:
political  polarization,
economic  uncertainty,
cl imate  crisis,  and
ongoing  struggles  for
rac ia l  and  gender
justice.  Sociology  In
Our  Times  Diana
Kendall 10th Edition
p r o v i d e s  t h e
concep tua l  t oo l s
needed  to  navigate
these complexities with
understanding  and
empathy. By grounding
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a n a l y s i s  i n  b o t h
classical  theory  and
c o n t e m p o r a r y
evidence,  Kendal l
empowers  students  to
b e c o m e  c r i t i c a l
thinkers  and  engaged
citizens. The textbook's
e m p h a s i s  o n
intersectionality, global
awareness,  and  social
justice reflects the best
o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y
s o c i o l o g y  w h i l e
remaining  accessible
to  newcomers.  In  an
era  of  misinformation
and  oversimplification,
the nuanced, evidence-
based  perspective
offered  by  this  text  is
more  valuable  than
ever.

CONCLUSION

Sociology  In  Our
Times Diana Kendall
10th  Edition  stands
as  a  comprehensive,
thoughtfully  crafted
resource  for  anyone
seeking to  understand

the  social  world.  Its
b lend  of  c lass ica l
f o u n d a t i o n s ,
c o n t e m p o r a r y
research,  real-world
appl icat ions ,  and
pedagogical innovation
makes  i t  an  i dea l
c h o i c e  f o r
u n d e r g r a d u a t e
sociology courses. The
tenth  edition  updates
content  to  reflect
current  realities  while
maintaining the clarity
and  depth  that  have
made it a trusted name
in  the  field.  Whether
y o u  a r e  s t u d y i n g
sociology  formally  or
simply wish to develop
a  d e e p e r
understanding  of  the
forces  that  shape
human interaction, this
textbook  offers  a
r e w a r d i n g  a n d
illuminating  journey.
Diana  Kendall's  work
r e m i n d s  u s  t h a t
sociology  is  not  just
a b o u t  o b s e r v i n g
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society—it  is  about imagining how it might
be better.


