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INTRODUCTION TO
THE NYC
CORRECTION
OFFICER PRACTICE
TEST

Pursuing a career as a
N e w  Y o r k  C i t y
Correction  Officer  is
both  challenging  and
rewarding.  The  role
demands  resilience,
integrity, and a strong
commitment  to  public
sa fe ty .  However ,
before  you  can  wear
the  badge,  you  must
first  pass  the  NYC
Correction  Officer
Exam—a  competitive,
multi‑section  test  that
e v a l u a t e s  y o u r

cognitive  abilities,
situational  judgment,
and physical readiness.
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
effective  ways  to
prepare  is  by  using a
h igh ‑qua l i ty  NYC
Correction  Officer
Practice  Test.  This
art ic le  prov ides  a
thorough  guide  to
understanding  the
exam,  why  practice
tests matter,  and how
you can maximize your
score on test day.

UNDERSTANDING
THE NYC
CORRECTION
OFFICER EXAM

The  New  York  Ci ty
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
Cor rec t ion  (DOC)
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administers  the  exam
as  part  of  its  hiring
process.  The  test  is
designed  to  identify
c a n d i d a t e s  w h o
possess  the  sk i l l s
necessary  to  maintain
order in jails, supervise
inmates,  and  respond
to  emergencies.  The
exam  typically  covers
several key areas:

Written Ability
– reading
comprehension,
grammar, and
basic report
writing
Mathematics –
arithmetic, basic
algebra, and
data
interpretation
Memory and
Observation –
recalling details
from images or
scenarios
Judgment and
Decision‑Makin
g – handling
hypothetical

correction
situations
Physical Agility
– a separate,
practical test
(PAT) that
includes running,
climbing stairs,
and dragging a
dummy

While the physical test
is  crucial,  the  written
p o r t i o n  o f t e n
determines  whether
your application moves
forward .  A  s t rong
performance  on  the
NYC  Correction  Officer
Practice Test  can help
you  ident i fy  weak
a r e a s  a n d  b u i l d
confidence.

WHY YOU NEED A
NYC CORRECTION
OFFICER PRACTICE
TEST
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1.
Familiariz
e Yourself
with the

Format
Many  cand ida tes
underestimate  the
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
understanding  the
exam’s  structure.  The
a c t u a l  t e s t  u s e s
m u l t i p l e ‑ c h o i c e
questions  with  strict
time limits.  A practice
test  replicates  the
pacing  and  question
style, so you won’t be
caught off guard. You’ll
learn  to  allocate  time
w i s e l y  b e t w e e n
sections.

2.
Pinpoint
Your
Weaknes
ses
No  two  test‑takers
h a v e  t h e  s a m e
strengths.  One  person
might excel at reading
comprehension  but
s t r u g g l e  w i t h
arithmetic  reasoning.
By taking a full‑length
NYC  Cor rec t ion
Officer Practice Test,
you  can  analyze  your
score  breakdown  and
focus your study efforts
where  they’re  needed
most.  This  targeted
approach  saves  hours
of generic review.
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3. Build
Mental
Enduranc

e
The  actual  exam  can
last up to three hours.
Without  practice,  your
concentration  may
wane halfway through.
Simulating real testing
conditions—sitting in a
quiet  room,  timing
each  section—trains
you to  maintain  focus
and  avoid  careless
mistakes.

4. Reduce
Test
Anxiety
Anxiety  can  sabotage
even the best‑prepared

candidate.  Repeated
exposure to the exam
f o r m a t  t h r o u g h
practice  tests  helps
n o r m a l i z e  t h e
experience.  The  more
you practice, the more
confident  you  become,
a n d  t h e  l e s s
intimidating  the  real
test  feels.

KEY SECTIONS OF
THE NYC
CORRECTION
OFFICER EXAM
(AND HOW
PRACTICE TESTS
HELP)

Written
Compreh
ension
and
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Expressio
n
This section tests your
ability  to  understand
w r i t t e n  m a t e r i a l
(reports, rules, memos)
and  to  express  ideas
clearly.  Practice  tests
often include passages
followed  by  questions
about  main  ideas,
i n f e r e n c e s ,  a n d
v o c a b u l a r y .  T o
improve,  read  official
DOC policy documents
aloud  and  summarize
them.  Additionally,
t a k e  a  N Y C
Correction  Officer
Practice  Test  that
includes  proofreading
exercises  to  sharpen
your  grammar  and
spell ing.

Mathema

tical
Reasonin
g
D o n ’ t  w o r r y — n o
calculus  here.  You’ll
need to solve problems
involving  percentages,
r a t i o s ,  u n i t
conversions, and basic
statistics. For example,
you might be asked to
calculate  the  number
of  cells  needed  for  a
g i v e n  i n m a t e
population.  A  practice
test  provides  realistic
math  problems,  and
reviewing  the  answer
explanations helps you
learn  shortcuts  and
common  pitfalls.

Memory
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and
Observati

on
Some  versions  of  the
exam include a  visual
memory  component.
You may see a picture
of a cell block or a set
of objects, then answer
q u e s t i o n s  f r o m
memory  a f te r  the
image  is  removed.
Practice  tests  that
incorporate  image
r e c a l l  e x e r c i s e s
s t r e n g t h e n  y o u r
observation  skills.  Use
mnemonic devices and
a c t i v e  s c a n n i n g
techniques to improve
retention.

Situation

al
Judgment
and
Decision‑
Making
T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s
present  real‑world
correction  scenarios:
an  inmate  refuses  an
order,  a  fight  breaks
out in the cafeteria, or
a  contraband  item  is
f o u n d .  Y o u  m u s t
choose the best course
of  act ion  based  on
policy,  safety,  and
professionalism.  A
good NYC Correction
Officer  Practice  Test
inc ludes  deta i led
rationales  for  each
answer,  teaching  you
the  DOC’s  preferred
protocols.  This  section
i s  c r i t i c a l — y o u r
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judgment  reflects  your
suitability  for  the  role.

HOW TO USE A
NYC CORRECTION
OFFICER PRACTICE
TEST EFFECTIVELY

Take a1.
diagnostic
practice test
before you begin
studying. Record
your score and
identify your
lowest‑performin
g sections.
Study the2.
material that
corresponds to
those weak
areas. Use
official DOC
study guides,
online courses,
and flashcards.
Retake3.
practice tests
at regular
intervals (every
2‑3 weeks) to
track

improvement.
Focus on
increasing both
speed and
accuracy.
Review every4.
question you
got wrong, and
understand why
the correct
answer is right.
Many practice
tests offer
detailed
explanations.
Simulate real5.
test conditions
– time yourself,
avoid
distractions, and
use only allowed
materials
(scratch paper,
pencil).

ADDITIONAL
STUDY RESOURCES
BEYOND PRACTICE
TESTS

While practice tests are
invaluable, they should
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be  part  of  a  broader
study  plan.  Consider
combining  them  with:

Official NYC
DOC study
materials –
sometimes
posted on the
city’s website or
the Department
of Citywide
Administrative
Services (DCAS).
Correction
officer exam
prep books –
many publishers
offer dedicated
guides with
hundreds of
practice
questions.
Online courses
and video
tutorials –
platforms like
YouTube and
Udemy offer free
or low‑cost
lessons on math,
reading, and
situational

testing.
Study groups –
connecting with
other candidates
helps you discuss
questions and
share tips.
Physical fitness
training – don’t
neglect the PAT.
A balanced
routine of
running,
push‑ups, and
stair climbing is
essential.

REALISTIC SAMPLE
QUESTIONS (FROM
A NYC
CORRECTION
OFFICER PRACTICE
TEST)

Here  are  examples  of
the types of questions
you  might  encounter.
These  illustrate  the
level  of  difficulty  and
the  thinking  process
required.
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Reading
Compreh
ension
Sample
Passage  excerpt:  “All
visitors must present a
v a l i d
government‑issued  ID
before  entry.  Visitors
w i th  ou ts tand ing
warrants will be denied
access  and  may  be
subject to arrest.”
Question:  According
to  the  passage,  what
happens  to  a  visitor
who has a warrant?
A)  They  are  allowed
entry  after  additional
screening.
B)  They  are  denied
ent ry  and  may  be
arrested.
C) They are referred to
a social worker.
D)  They  must  return

with a lawyer.
Answer: B

Math
Sample
If  15%  of  the  inmate
populat ion  of  300
requires  segregation
housing,  how  many
i n m a t e s  n e e d
segregation?
A) 30
B) 45
C) 50
D) 60
Answer: B (0.15 × 300
= 45)

Situation
al
Judgment
Sample
You observe an inmate
intentionally  dropping
food  on  the  floor  and
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laughing.  What  is  the
best initial action?
A) Ignore the behavior
to avoid escalation.
B) Order the inmate to
c l e a n  t h e  m e s s
immediately and issue
a warning.
C)  Cal l  for  backup
before  intervening.
D) Write a report after
the meal period ends.
Answer: B – immediate,
direct  instruction  is
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h
maintaining  order  and
sanitation.  Calling  for
b a c k u p  m a y  b e
necessary if the inmate
becomes aggressive.
These  samples  show
why  using  a  quality
NYC  Cor rec t ion
Officer  Practice  Test
helps  you  internalize
both  the  content  and
the reasoning patterns
required by the DOC.

TEST DAY TIPS
FOR THE NYC

CORRECTION
OFFICER EXAM

Get a good
night’s sleep –
fatigue is the
enemy of
concentration.
Bring required
documents –
admission ticket,
photo ID, and
any other items
specified in your
confirmation.
Arrive early –
allow extra time
for security
checks and
finding the
testing room.
Manage your
time – if you get
stuck on a
question, mark it
and move on.
You can return if
time allows.
Read each
question
carefully – look
for keywords like
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“not,” “always,”
or “best.”
Use the
process of
elimination –
even if you’re
unsure, eliminate
obviously wrong
answers to
increase your
odds.
Stay calm –
deep breathing
can help. Remind
yourself that
you’ve prepared
with practice
tests.

COMMON
MISTAKES
CANDIDATES MAKE
(AND HOW
PRACTICE TESTS
PREVENT THEM)

Many  candidates  fail
not because they lack
ability,  but  because
t h e y  f a l l  i n t o
predictable  traps.  A
NYC  Cor rec t ion

Officer  Practice  Test
e x p o s e s  t h e s e
mistakes  early:

Rushing
through
questions –
practice tests
teach you to
pace yourself
without skipping
details.
Ignoring time
limits – without
practicing under
timed conditions,
you may run out
of time on the
real exam.
Overthinking
situational
questions – the
DOC expects you
to follow policy,
not to invent
creative
solutions.
Practice tests
reinforce the
standard
procedures.
Neglecting the
physical test –



12

12 Nyc Correction Officer Practice
Test

2022-06-26

some candidates
focus only on the
written test and
underestimate
the physical
fitness
requirements. A
holistic approach
is best.

THE ROLE OF
PHYSICAL FITNESS
IN YOUR OVERALL
PREPARATION

Whi le  th i s  a r t i c le
focuses on the written
exam,  remember  that
the hiring process also
includes  a  Physical
Agility Test (PAT). You
will need to complete a
1‑mile run within a set
time, climb stairs in full
g e a r ,  a n d  d r a g  a
150‑pound  dummy.
Your  pract ice  test
rout ine  shou ld  be
complemented  by  a
consistent  workout
plan.  Many candidates
find  that  physical

training  boosts  their
mental  clar ity  and
reduces  stress,  which
indirectly  improves
performance  on  the
w r i t t e n  N Y C
Correction  Officer
Practice  Test.

CONCLUSION

Becoming a New York
City  Correction  Officer
i s  a  c o m p e t i t i v e
journey  that  requires
thorough  preparation.
The written exam is a
major hurdle, but it  is
one you can overcome
with dedication and the
r i g h t  t o o l s .  B y
i n c o r p o r a t i n g  a
h igh ‑qua l i ty  NYC
Correction  Officer
Practice  Test  into
your  study  regimen,
you will gain familiarity
with the exam format,
identify your strengths
and  weaknesses,  and
build  the  confidence
necessary  to  succeed.
Remember  to  pa i r
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practice  tests  with  a
comprehensive  study
plan,  including  review
of  official  materials,
physical  conditioning,
a n d  c o n s i s t e n t

self‑assessment.  Start
early,  stay disciplined,
and  you  will  increase
y o u r  c h a n c e s  o f
earning  that  badge.
Good  luck!


