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DECODING THE PUZZLE: THE KAREL ČAPEK 1923
PLAY CROSSWORD CLUE

Crossword puzzles are a delightful blend of language, trivia, and
mental gymnastics. Among the myriad clues that test a solver's
knowledge,  literary  references  hold  a  special  place,  often
bridging the gap between popular culture and classic works. One
such clue  that  frequently  appears  in  both  casual  and cryptic
crosswords  is  “Karel  Čapek’s  1923  Play.”  For  many  puzzle
enthusiasts,  this  seemingly  simple  prompt  can  be  either  an
instant  fill  or  a  source  of  head-scratching.  But  behind  this
compact clue lies a fascinating story of a theatrical masterpiece
that not only coined a globally recognized term but also presaged
some of the most pressing ethical debates of our technological
age. This article delves deep into the origins, themes, and lasting
legacy of  Čapek’s play,  explaining why it  remains a staple in
crossword grids and why understanding it  enriches both your
puzzle-solving skills and your appreciation of literary history.

Who Was Karel Čapek? A
Quick Author Profile
Before unraveling the play, it is essential to understand the man
behind  it.  Karel  Čapek  (1890–1938)  was  a  Czech  writer,
playwright, and intellectual who gained international fame during
the  interwar  period.  His  work  often  combined  sharp  social
commentary,  science  fiction,  and  philosophical  inquiry.  Čapek
was nominated for the Nobel Prize in Literature multiple times
and was a close friend of fellow Czech writer Franz Kafka. His
writing style ranged from absurdist drama to utopian novels, but
he is best remembered for a single play that changed the world’s
vocabulary.
Čapek’s 1923 play, written originally in Czech and published in
1920 (the English translation premiered in 1923), introduced a
concept  that  would  become  ubiquitous.  However,  many
crossword  clues  specify  “1923”  to  point  to  the  year  of  the  first
English-language production or publication, distinguishing it from
the  original  Czech  release.  This  nuance  is  crucial  for  puzzle
setters who must adhere to precise dates within the crossword’s
theme or grid constraints.

https://web1.enteraskincare.com/


2

2 Karel Capeks 1923 Play Crossword Clue 2022-09-14

The Play in Question: A
Brief Synopsis
Karel Čapek’s 1923 play is titled R.U.R. – an acronym that stands
for Rossum’s Universal Robots. The story is a dystopian science
fiction drama set in a factory that mass-produces artificial beings.
These  beings,  called  “robots”  (from  the  Czech  word  robota,
meaning forced labor or drudgery), are initially created to serve
humanity.  However,  as  the  plot  unfolds,  the  robots  develop
consciousness, organize a rebellion, and eventually wipe out the
human race – all but one man, who discovers that the robots
themselves  have  become  capable  of  reproduction,  perhaps
offering a new form of life.
The play premiered in Prague in 1921 and was translated into
English  by  Paul  Selver,  with  the  first  English  performance  in
London  in  1923.  Since  then,  R.U.R.  has  been  performed
worldwide and is recognized as a foundational work of modern
science fiction theater. It is this translation and the 1923 English
release that crossword clues often reference.

Why “1923 Play” Matters in
Crosswords
Crossword  constructors  frequently  rely  on  landmark  years  to
differentiate between works that might be confused with others.

For Čapek, the year 1923 marks the moment his play entered the
English-speaking  world.  Puzzle  solvers  encountering  “Karel
Čapek’s  1923  Play”  are  likely  expected  to  fill  in  either  RUR  (a
t h r e e - l e t t e r  a n s w e r )  o r  a  l o n g e r  a n s w e r  l i k e
ROSSUMSUNIVERSALROBOTS  (often  abbreviated  as  R.U.R.).
Context within the crossword – such as the number of letters
required – determines which answer fits.
Moreover,  the  clue’s  specificity  helps  avoid  ambiguity.  Čapek
wrote other plays (e.g.,  The Insect  Play,  co-authored with his
brother Josef), but only one achieved such global fame. By adding
“1923,” the constructor clarifies the query, ensuring that solvers
do not mistakenly think of a different Čapek work. This precision
is a hallmark of good crossword design.

The Birth of the Word
“Robot”
One of the most profound contributions of Čapek’s 1923 play is
linguistic. The term robot was coined by Karel’s brother, Josef
Čapek, who suggested it during the writing process. Derived from
the Czech word  robota  (servitude,  forced labor)  and robotník
(worker),  the  word  “robot”  quickly  spread  into  dozens  of
languages. In the play, robots are not mechanical machines but
biological creations – organic beings produced in a factory-like
assembly line.  They resemble humans but  lack emotions and
souls, making them ideal workers.
This  etymology  is  a  favorite  trivia  nugget  among  crossword
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enthusiasts. When clues like “Čapek’s robot originator” or “Word
Czech playwright Karel introduced in 1923” appear, the answer is
nearly  always  ROBOT.  However,  the  specific  play-centered  clue
we are discussing focuses on the work itself rather than a single
word.

Thematic Relevance: A
Warning or a Prophecy?
R.U.R. is far more than a linguistic milestone. It explores themes
of technological hubris, dehumanization, class struggle, and the
ethics of creation. Čapek wrote the play in the shadow of World
War I and the rise of industrial capitalism. He saw the potential
for machines to both liberate and enslave humanity. The robots’
rebellion serves as a cautionary tale about treating beings as
mere tools – a theme that resonates even more today in debates
about artificial intelligence, automation, and labor rights.
For puzzle solvers, understanding these themes lends depth to
the clue. It transforms a simple answer into a connection with
literature,  history,  and  philosophy.  When  you  fill  in  RUR  or
ROSSUMSUNIVERSALROBOTS, you are not just completing a
grid;  you  are  acknowledging  a  landmark  moment  when  art
predicted the future.

Common Variations of the
Crossword Clue
Crossword setters  enjoy  creativity,  so  the “Karel  Čapek 1923
Play” clue may appear in various forms:

“Čapek’s 1923 play about robots”
“1923 sci-fi play by Čapek”
“Rossum’s Universal Robots, for short”
“Karel Čapek play that introduced the word ‘robot’”
“Play with the line ‘Robots of the world, you are ordered to
exterminate the human race!’”

Each variation tests the solver’s familiarity with the play’s details.
The most standard answer, however, remains RUR (often written
with  periods:  R.U.R.),  especially  in  American-style  crosswords
where  three-letter  answers  are  common.  In  UK-style  cryptic
puzzles,  the  clue  might  be  longer  and  require  full  phrase
recognition.

How to Remember the
Answer: Tips for Solvers
If you frequently encounter this clue, here are memory aids to
ensure you never hesitate again:
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Acronym Association: R.U.R. stands for Rossum’s1.
Universal Robots. Remember “RUR” as the acronym.
Year Connection: 1923 is the English premiere. Think of2.
the ‘23’ as matching the three letters of RUR (2 and 3
perhaps, but just a mnemonic).
Theme Link: Robots debuted here. If you see “robot” in3.
the clue, it likely points to Čapek’s play.
Author Link: Karel Čapek is not a household name like4.
Shakespeare or Chekhov, but his fame rests on this single
play. If you remember his name, you will remember his
play.

Why This Play Remains a
Crossword Staple
Crosswords thrive on words and phrases that are both obscure
yet recognizable. “RUR” fits perfectly: it is short, distinctive, and
rooted in a well-known piece of literature. The play’s centenary in
2023  brought  renewed  attention,  but  the  clue  has  been
appearing  for  decades.  Editors  and  constructors  include  it
because it challenges solvers without being impenetrable. It also
introduces an element of education, rewarding those who have
encountered the play in school or through self-study.
Furthermore, the clue’s ability to produce different answers (RUR,
ROBOT,  ROSSUMSUNIVERSALROBOTS)  makes  it  versatile.  In  a
themed  puzzle  about  science  fiction  or  inventions,  it  might
appear  as  the  full  phrase.  In  a  standard  daily  puzzle,  the

shortened  form  is  more  common.  This  flexibility  ensures  its
continued  use.

The Cultural Legacy of
R.U.R.
Beyond  crosswords,  R.U.R.  has  influenced  countless  works  of
science  fiction,  from  Frankenstein-inspired  narratives  to  modern
films  like  I,  Robot  and  Blade  Runner.  The  play  also  directly
informed the development of the “Three Laws of Robotics” by
Isaac  Asimov,  who  acknowledged  Čapek’s  contribution.  In
theater, it remains a popular production for its chilling story and
intellectual depth.
For  the  casual  crossword  solver,  knowing  these  connections
elevates the solving experience. Instead of a dry fact, the clue
becomes a doorway to a broader cultural conversation. It also
means that the answer is unlikely to fall out of fashion – robot is a
permanent fixture in our language, and R.U.R. will always be the
origin point.

Conclusion
Whether  you  are  a  seasoned  cruciverbalist  or  a  curious
newcomer,  the  crossword  clue  “Karel  Čapek’s  1923  Play”  offers
far more than a quick three-letter fill. It invites you to explore the
work  that  gave  us  the  word  “robot,”  a  play  that  questioned
humanity’s  relationship  with  technology  a  century  before  AI
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became  a  household  term.  By  understanding  the  play’s
background, its thematic weight, and its linguistic legacy, you not
only  become a  better  puzzle  solver  but  also  appreciate  how
literature continues to inform our daily lives – even within the

confines of a crossword grid.  Next time you see that clue, you’ll
fill  in  RUR  with  confidence,  knowing  you  are  connecting  with  a
masterpiece that shaped the modern imagination.


