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INTRODUCTION: THE ENDURING
POWER OF "THEIR NAME LIVETH
FOR EVERMORE"

Few phrases in the English language
carry the weight of remembrance quite
like "Their Name Liveth For
Evermore". This poignant line, inscribed
on the Stone of Remembrance in
Commonwealth war cemeteries around
the world, has become one of the most
recognizable epitaphs in modern history.
It speaks to a universal human desire:
that those who die in service to a greater
cause should not be forgotten. But what
is the origin of this phrase? Why was it
chosen for the war dead of the British
Empire? And how has its meaning
evolved over the past century? This
article explores the history, significance,
and enduring legacy of "Their Name
Liveth For Evermore."

THE BIBLICAL ROOTS OF "THEIR
NAME LIVETH FOR EVERMORE"

The phrase "Their Name Liveth For
Evermore" is not an invention of the
twentieth century. It is drawn directly
from the Apocrypha, specifically from
the book of Ecclesiasticus (also known as
the Wisdom of Sirach), chapter 44, verse
14. In the King James Version, the full
verse reads: "Their bodies are buried in
peace; but their name liveth evermore."
The original Hebrew context praises the
famous men of Israel's history, honoring
those who were righteous and whose

legacy endured beyond their physical
death.

A Line from the
Praise of Famous
Men

Ecclesiasticus 44 is often called the
"Praise of Famous Men." It celebrates
patriarchs, prophets, and leaders who
shaped the nation of Israel. The verse
immediately preceding it states: "Their
seed shall remain for ever, and their
glory shall not be blotted out." When
Rudyard Kipling, the famous British
author and poet, proposed this line for
the Stone of Remembrance, he chose it
specifically because it avoided any
overtly Christian or military connotation.
Instead, it offered a universal, spiritual
statement about memory and honor.

KIPLING AND THE IMPERIAL WAR
GRAVES COMMISSION

The selection of "Their Name Liveth
For Evermore" was no accident. After
the First World War, the Imperial War
Graves Commission (now the
Commonwealth War Graves
Commission) faced the monumental task
of commemorating hundreds of
thousands of fallen soldiers. The
Commission included luminaries such as
Sir Fabian Ware, architect Sir Edwin
Lutyens, and author Rudyard Kipling.
Kipling, who had lost his own son John at
the Battle of Loos in 1915, was deeply
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involved in the commission's work. He
personally chose the phrase for the
Stone of Remembrance, believing it
captured the solemnity and universality
of sacrifice.

Why Kipling
Chose This
Specific Phrase

Kipling was acutely aware of the need
for a memorial language that
transcended religious divisions. The
British Empire included soldiers of
Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh,
and other faiths. A phrase from the
Apocrypha, a text respected by both
Jewish and Christian traditions, offered a
middle ground. Moreover, the line did
not promise resurrection or heavenly
reward. Instead, it focused on
remembrance itself: the idea that honor
and memory could confer a form of
immortality. For Kipling, a grieving
father, this was profoundly personal.

THE STONE OF REMEMBRANCE:
ARCHITECTURE OF MEMORY

Standing in every major Commonwealth
war cemetery is the Stone of
Remembrance, an imposing monolith
designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens. On this
stone, carved in elegant lettering, is the
inscription "Their Name Liveth For
Evermore." The stone itself is
unadorned, non-denominational, and
deliberately simple. Its purpose is not to
glorify war but to provide a place for
quiet reflection. Lutyens designed the
stone with subtle optical curves, a
trademark of his architecture, to give it a
sense of weight and permanence.

The Relationship
Between Stone
and Inscription

The inscription and the stone are
inseparable. The phrase "Their Name
Liveth For Evermore" is not merely
added to the stone; it is carved into it.
This permanence of lettering in stone
mirrors the permanence of memory. In a
world where everything decays, stone
endures. The choice of material and
lettering reinforces the message: these
names will not fade. The phrase itself, in
its brevity, invites contemplation. It does
not command remembrance; it simply
states a truth that the visitor is invited to
accept.

THE EMOTIONAL AND CULTURAL
SIGNIFICANCE

For generations of families who lost
loved ones in war, "Their Name Liveth
For Evermore" has provided a source
of comfort and meaning. It
acknowledges the grief of loss while
affirming that the individual life had
value that transcends death. In a
century marked by two world wars and
countless other conflicts, this phrase has
become a touchstone for collective
mourning. It appears not only in war
cemeteries but also on memorials, in
funeral services, and in literature.

A Universal
Language of
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Mourning

What makes "Their Name Liveth For
Evermore" so powerful is its
universality. It does not specify who
"they" are. It does not limit the phrase to
soldiers, heroes, or the famous. It simply
states that any name, if remembered
with love and honor, lives forever. This
openness allows the phrase to be
adapted by different cultures and
contexts. In India, in Australia, in
Canada, in Kenya, and in the United
Kingdom, the same words appear,
connecting the Commonwealth in a
shared language of sorrow and pride.

COMMON MISUNDERSTANDINGS
ABOUT THE PHRASE

Despite its widespread recognition,
"Their Name Liveth For Evermore" is
sometimes misunderstood. Some
assume it is a direct quote from the
Bible, while others think it refers to the
afterlife. In reality, the phrase is about
legacy and memory, not spiritual
immortality. It is also often
misremembered as "Their names live
forever" or "His name liveth for
evermore." The original uses the singular
"name" in a collective sense, a
grammatical choice that has theological
and poetic implications.

The Singular
"Name"

The use of the singular "name" rather
than the plural "names" is significant. It
suggests that each individual, while
unique, is part of a larger whole. The
name of the fallen, inscribed on the
stone, represents not just that person

but the collective sacrifice of all who lie
in the cemetery. This linguistic subtlety
adds depth to the inscription. It
acknowledges the individual while
honoring the community.

THE PHRASE IN MODERN
CONTEXT

In the twenty-first century, "Their Name
Liveth For Evermore" continues to
resonate. It appears in ceremonies for
Remembrance Day, on war memorials,
and in digital tributes. The
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
maintains over 2,500 cemeteries and
memorials worldwide, and the phrase
remains a central element of their
commemorative language. As the
generation of veterans fades, the phrase
becomes even more important as a link
to the past.

Digital
Remembrance

Modern technology has given new life to
the phrase "Their Name Liveth For
Evermore." Online databases, virtual
memorials, and social media tributes
allow people from around the world to
engage with the names of the fallen. The
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
has digitized millions of records,
ensuring that the names of the dead are
accessible to future generations. In this
digital age, the phrase takes on a new
meaning: the name lives not only in
stone but in the cloud, in databases, and
in the collective memory of the internet.

OTHER INSCRIPTIONS AND THEIR
MEANINGS

While
Evermore"

"Their Name Liveth For
is the most famous



inscription on the Stone of
Remembrance, it is not the only one
used by the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission. The Cross of Sacrifice,
designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield,
bears a bronze sword and often stands
alongside the Stone. The two
monuments together create a landscape
of remembrance. The phrase itself is
sometimes paired with other verses,
such as "Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends" (John 15:13), giving visitors
multiple layers of meaning to
contemplate.

Regional and
Cultural
Variations

In some Commonwealth countries,
“Their Name Liveth For Evermore"”
appears in translation. In French, it
becomes "Leur nom vivra a jamais." In
Arabic, it is rendered in calligraphy
appropriate to the local script. These
translations maintain the spirit of the
original while making it accessible to
diverse populations. The universality of
the message is enhanced, not
diminished, by these adaptations.

POETIC AND LITERARY ECHOES

The phrase "Their Name Liveth For
Evermore"” has inspired countless
poets, writers, and artists. It appears in
war poetry, in novels, and in music. The
poet Wilfred Owen, who died in the war,
famously wrote about the "old Lie: Dulce
et decorum est pro patria mori." The
Stone's inscription offers a different
perspective: not that death is sweet, but
that memory is enduring. The tension

between these two ideas, the horror of
war and the honor of remembrance,
defines much of twentieth-century
literature.

Influence on
Popular Culture

Beyond high literature, "Their Name
Liveth For Evermore" has entered
popular culture. It appears in films about
war, in memorial concerts, and in
speeches by political leaders. The phrase
has become shorthand for the idea that
sacrifice is meaningful. It is used in
contexts far removed from war, such as
memorials for victims of terrorism,
natural disasters, and public service. The
flexibility of the phrase is a testament to
its enduring power.

VISITING A STONE OF
REMEMBRANCE

To truly understand "Their Name
Liveth For Evermore," one must visit a
Commonwealth war cemetery. Walking
among the headstones, reading the
names and ages of the dead, the
inscription on the Stone takes on a
profound weight. The phrase is not
merely decorative. It is a statement of
intent and a promise. The
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
maintains these cemeteries in
perpetuity, ensuring that the names are
never forgotten. The phrase is a
commitment made to the dead and to
the living.

Reflections on
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Visiting Tyne Cot
or Thiepval

Cemeteries such as Tyne Cot in Belgium
or the Thiepval Memorial in France are
places where "Their Name Liveth For
Evermore" feels most immediate.
Thousands of names cover the walls. The
sheer scale of loss is overwhelming. Yet,
amid this vastness, the inscription offers
a quiet anchor. It reminds the visitor that
each name represents a person, a life, a
story. The phrase does not try to explain
the tragedy. It simply affirms that the
names will be remembered. For many,
that is enough.

CONCLUSION: A PROMISE
CARVED IN STONE

Nearly a century after it was first
inscribed, "Their Name Liveth For
Evermore" remains one of the most
powerful phrases in the English
language. It bridges the gap between
the personal and the universal, between
grief and honor, between the past and
the present. Chosen by a grieving father,
carved by master architects, and
maintained by a dedicated commission,
it stands as a testament to the human
need to remember. The phrase does not
promise that the dead will live forever in
a literal sense. It promises something
equally important: that those who
remain will carry their names forward
into the future. In a world of constant
change, this is a promise worth keeping.
The names of the fallen are not lost to
time. They live, as the stone declares,
evermore.



