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MILDRED HUBBLE:
THE ENDEARING
DISASTER OF THE
MAGIC WORLD

In the vast universe of
children's  literature
and fantasy television,
few characters  are  as
instantly  recognisable
or  as  deeply  beloved
as Mildred Hubble. She
is the titular character
of The Worst Witch, a
s e r i e s  t h a t  h a s
charmed  generations
of readers and viewers.
But to simply call her a
"witch"  is  to  miss  the
point  entirely.  Mildred
Hubble is a symbol of
resilience,  a champion

of the underdog, and a
testament  to  the idea
that  true  magic  isn't
always  about  getting
the  spell  right  on  the
first  try.  For  anyone
unfamiliar  with  her
story,  or  for  long-time
fans  looking  to  revisit
the magic,  this  article
explores  the  enduring
appeal  of  the  world's
most famous accident-
prone sorceress.

Who
Exactly is
Mildred
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Hubble?
Mildred  Hubble  is  a
s t u d e n t  a t  M i s s
Cackle's  Academy  for
Witches,  a  boarding
school  perched  on  a
mountain  top.  Unlike
her  perfect,  swotty
c l a s s m a t e  E t h e l
Hal low,  Mi ldred  is
clumsy,  disorganised,
and has a terrible habit
of  casting  spells  that
go  spec tacu la r l y
wrong.  She  arrives  at
the academy not as a
prodigy,  but  as  a  girl
with a good heart and
a bad track record with
mag ic .  He r  ca t ,  a
scrawny  creature
named  Tabby,  is  a
constant grey (instead
of black, the traditional
wi tch 's  fami l ia r ) ,
further marking her as
an outsider.
Yet,  i t  is  precisely
these  flaws  that  make
her  so  compell ing.

Mi ldred  i s  not  the
chosen one; she is the
one  who  accidentally
turns her friend into a
frog,  sets  the  broom
shed on fire,  or  causes
c h a o s  d u r i n g  t h e
Halloween  pageant.
She  is  the  witch  who
tries her best but often
falls  short  of  the high
standards  set  by  the
f o r m i d a b l e  M i s s
H a r d b r o o m ,  t h e
academy's  deputy
head  and  Mildred's
harshest critic. Despite
the constant setbacks,
Mildred  never  stops
trying. She possesses a
fierce  loyalty  to  her
f r i e n d s ,  M a u d
Spellbody  and  Enid
Nightshade,  and  an
innate sense of justice
that  often puts her  in
direct opposition to the
conniving Ethel Hallow.
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The
Literary
Origins:
Jill
Murphy's
Masterpie

ce
The  magic  of  Mildred
Hubble  began  in  the
mind  of  author  and
illustrator  Jill  Murphy.
The  first  book,  simply
t i t l ed  The  Worst
Witch,  was  published
in  1974.  Murphy  was
just  a  teenager  when
she  wrote  the  initial
drafts,  drawing  upon
her own experiences at
boarding  school.  This
a u t h e n t i c i t y  i s
p a l p a b l e .  T h e

dynamics  o f  M i s s
Cackle's Academy—the
strict  teachers,  the
petty rivalries, the fear
o f  b e i n g  c a u g h t
out—are  recognisable
to  anyone  who  has
ever  fe l t  l ike  they
didn't  quite  fit  in.
The  series  expanded
over  several  books,
forming a clear  canon
that  follows  Mildred
from  her  first  year
through  to  her  later
adventures.  Key  titles
in the series include:

The Worst
Witch (1974) –
Mildred's
disastrous first
term.
The Worst
Witch Strikes
Again (1980) –
Mildred tries to
reform but chaos
ensues.
A Bad Spell for
the Worst
Witch (1982) –
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Mildred
accidentally
turns Ethel into a
werewolf.
The Worst
Witch All at
Sea (1993) – a
seaside
adventure.
The Worst
Witch Saves
the Day (2005) –
a new teacher
arrives at the
academy.
The Worst
Witch to the
Rescue (2007) –
Mildred faces a
dragon.
The Worst
Witch and the
Wishing Star
(2013) – Mildred
finds a magical
star.
The Worst
Witch: The
Halloween
Trick – a more
recent addition
to the series.

Murphy's  illustrations
are an integral part of
the books' charm. Her
black-and-white  line
drawings  capture  the
awkwardness  and
emotion  of  Mildred
perfectly.  They  are
simple, expressive, and
full  of  humour.  The
b o o k s  w e r e
groundbreaking  for
their time, presenting a
world where girls could
be the heroes (and the
villains)  of  their  own
magical  stories,  years
before the Harry Potter
series would popularise
the genre for a global
audience.

The
Televisio
n
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Adaptatio
ns: From
1980s
Charm to
Modern
Streamin

g
THE ORIGINAL
1980S BBC SERIES

The  first  television
adaptat ion  of  The
Worst Witch  aired in
1986  as  a  s i ng le ,
feature-length  film
starring Fairuza Balk as
Mildred. This version is
a cult classic, capturing
the  moody,  slightly
low-budget  charm  of
1980s  BBC  children's
te lev is ion .  I t  was

followed  by  a  short-
l i ved  se r i es ,  The
W o r s t  W i t c h
(1998-1999),  and  a
spin-off,  Weirdsister
College  (2001), which
fo l l owed  M i l d red
(played  by  Georgina
Sher r ington)  to  a
magical  university.
T h e s e  e a r l y
a d a p t a t i o n s  a r e
be loved  fo r  the i r
faithfulness  to  the
source  material  and
their  nostalgic  value.
They  established  the
visual language of Miss
Cackle's Academy for a
generation.

THE 2017 NETFLIX
REBOOT

In  2017,  a  brand-new
a d a p t a t i o n  w a s
launched by CBBC and
distributed globally  by
Netflix.  Starring  Bella
Ramsey  as  Mildred
Hubble, this version is
a more polished, high-
production-value  take
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on the story. It retains
the  core  spirit  of  the
books while expanding
the world, adding new
c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d
d e e p e n i n g  t h e
mytho logy  o f  t he
magical  universe.  This
ser ies  ran  for  four
seasons  and  was  a
critical and commercial
success.
Key  differences  and
strengths  of  the  2017
series include:

A More
Serialised
Narrative:
Unlike the
episodic nature
of the books, the
new series
features season-
long arcs
involving ancient
magic, sibling
rivalries, and
dark threats to
the academy.
Deeper
Characterisatio

n: Characters
like Ethel Hallow
are given more
depth. She is not
simply a bully;
she is a product
of her family's
expectations.
Miss Hardbroom
(played brilliantly
by Raquel
Cassidy) is
revealed to have
a mysterious
past and a soft
spot for Mildred,
making her a
more complex
mentor figure.
Visual
Spectacle: The
magic is more
elaborate, the
broomstick flying
scenes are
thrilling, and the
costume design
is vibrant. The
academy feels
like a living,
breathing world.
Modern
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Themes: The
series tackles
issues of
friendship,
identity,
prejudice, and
the pressure to
conform, making
it relevant for a
contemporary
audience.

B e l l a  R a m s e y ' s
portrayal  of  Mildred is
arguably  the  definitive
version  for  modern
a u d i e n c e s .  T h e y
capture  Mi ldred's
a n x i e t y ,  h e r
determination, and her
profound  kindness.
This version of Mildred
Hubble  is  not  just  a
clumsy  girl;  she  is  a
young witch who sees
the  magic  in  others
and  fights  for  what  is
right,  even when it  is
hard.

The
Enduring
Appeal:
Why We
Love The
Worst
Witch
W h y  h a s  M i l d r e d
Hubble  remained  a
fixture  in  popular
culture  for  nearly  fifty
years? The answer lies
in her relatability. In a
w o r l d  o f  p e r f e c t
heroes,  Mi ldred  is
gloriously  imperfect.
She  is  the  child  who
f o r g e t s  t h e i r
homework,  the  friend
who accidentally spoils
the surprise, the team
member who drops the
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ball. But she is also the
person who apologises,
who  tries  harder,  and
who never gives up on
her friends.
Several  key  themes
cont r ibu te  to  her
lasting  legacy:

The Triumph of1.
Character Over
Talent: Mildred
is not the most
powerful witch,
but she is the
most loyal and
compassionate.
Her success
comes not from
perfect spell-
casting, but from
her kindness.
This is a powerful
message for
children.
The Complexity2.
of Female
Rivalry: The
relationship
between Mildred
and Ethel is a
nuanced

exploration of
jealousy and
competition.
Ethel is often a
villain, but the
best adaptations
show her
motivations,
making the
conflict more
interesting than
simple good
versus evil.
The3.
Importance of
Friendship:
Mildred's bond
with Maud and
Enid is the
emotional core of
the story. They
support her
through every
disaster, proving
that true
friendship
weathers any
storm.
Questioning4.
Authority:
Mildred is not a
rule-breaker for



The Worst Witch Mildred Hubble 9

9

the sake of it, but
she often
questions
authority when
she sees
injustice. She
challenges Miss
Hardbroom and
the rigid
structure of the
academy,
advocating for a
more
compassionate
approach to
magic and
learning.

The
Legacy of
The
Worst
Witch
I t  i s  imposs ib le  to
d i s c u s s  m o d e r n

fantasy  for  young
p e o p l e  w i t h o u t
acknowledging  the
influence  of  The
Worst  Witch .  J i l l
Murphy's  creat ion
paved  the  way  for  a
generation  of  magical
school stories. While it
is  often  compared  to
Harry  Potter ,  it  is
important to remember
that  Mildred  Hubble
was  flying  her
broomstick  decades
before  Harry  ever
s t e p p e d  f o o t  i n
Hogwarts.  The  series
s tands  on  i t s  own
merits  as  a  gentle,
humorous,  and deeply
human  story  about
finding  your  place  in
the  world.
The  legacy  continues
to  thrive.  The  books
remain  in  print  and
continue  to  find  new
readers.  The  Netflix
series  has  introduced
Mildred  to  a  global
audience,  ensuring
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t h a t  h e r  s t o r y  o f
magical  mishaps  and
heartfelt  triumphs  will
be  told  for  years  to
come. There is  also a
s t a g e  m u s i c a l
adaptation,  and  the
c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e
appeared  in  various
merchandise and spin-
off media.

Why
Mildred
Hubble is
the Best
"Worst"
Witch
In  conclusion,  The
Worst Witch Mildred
Hubble  is  far  more
t h a n  a  s i m p l e
children's  character.
She  is  an  archetype.

She  represents  the
part  of  all  of  us  that
feels  clumsy,  out  of
place, and destined for
fa i lure.  But  in  her
world, failure is not the
end. It is the beginning
of a new adventure, a
chance to learn, and an
opportunity  to  show
what  you  are  truly
made  o f .  M i l d red
Hubble teaches us that
you do not have to be
perfect  to  be  a  hero.
You just have to have a
good  heart  and  the
courage  to  try  again.
Whether  you  grew up
reading  the  books,
watching  the  1980s
film,  or  binge-watching
the  Netflix  series,
Mildred  Hubble  stays
wi th  you .  She  i s  a
reminder  that  even
w h e n  y o u r  s p e l l s
backfire, your cat is the
wrong colour, and your
teachers  are  furious,
there is  always magic
to  be  found  in  being
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yourself.  And  that, perhaps,  is  the  best
spell of all.


