Sunrise Sunset Sheet Music 1

Sunrise Sunset
Sheet Music

Sunrise Downloaded from

Sunset Sheet webl.enteraskincare.com
Music by Rush & Santos

THE STORY
BEHIND "SUNRISE,
SUNSET"

Few songs from the
musical theater canon
capture the bittersweet
passage of time as
poignantly as "Sunrise,
Sunset." Written by
composer Jerry Bock
and lyricist Sheldon
Harnick for the 1964
Broadway classic
Fiddler on the Roof, the
song appears at the
wedding of Tzeitel, the
eldest daughter of the
milkman Tevye. As the
ceremony unfolds,
Tevye and his wife
Golde are overcome

with emotion watching
their child take a step
into adulthood. The
melody is gentle, the
harmonies rich, and

the lyrics speak
directly to any parent
who has ever

wondered where the
years have gone.

The context of
"Sunrise, Sunset" is
deeply rooted in the
traditions of Jewish
village life in early
twentieth-century
Russia. Yet its theme is
universal. The song
asks, "Is this the little
girl | carried? Is this the
little boy at
play?"—questions that
resonate across
cultures and


https://web1.enteraskincare.com/

generations. This
emotional universality
is a key reason why the
sheet music for
"Sunrise, Sunset"
remains in high
demand among
pianists, vocalists, and
arrangers decades
after its debut.

UNDERSTANDING
THE MUSIC: KEY,
TEMPO, AND
STRUCTURE

Key and
Harmony

The original show
version of "Sunrise,
Sunset" is written in
the key of G major.
This key provides a
warm, open sound that
suits the song’s
reflective character.
The harmonies are
largely diatonic, with
occasional chromatic
passing chords that

add depth without
overwhelming the
listener. For vocalists,
the melody lies
comfortably in a
medium
range—typically from
around D4 to
E5—making it
accessible for both
amateur and
professional singers.

Tempo
and Time
Signature

Marked Andante (a
walking pace), the
song is in common
time (4/4). The tempo
should feel unhurried,
allowing each phrase
to breathe. A common
issue for beginners is
rushing the triplets in
the chorus; careful
practice with a
metronome is advised.
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The sheet music often
includes dynamic
markings that guide
the performer from a
gentle piano at the
opening to a heartfelt
forte as the emotion
builds.

Form and
Phrasing

The structure follows a
classic AABA form: two
similar verses (A), a
contrasting bridge (B),
and a return to the
verse (A) with a slight
variation. The bridge,
which begins with the
line "Now | can see the
seasons flowing,"
introduces a shift to a
higher register and a
sense of urgency
before settling back
into the reflective main
theme. This musical
architecture is one
reason the song feels
so satisfying to learn

and perform.

WHERE TO FIND
SUNRISE SUNSET
SHEET MUSIC

Whether you are a
pianist looking for a
solo arrangement, a
singer needing a vocal
score, or a teacher
searching for a
simplified version for a
young student, the
options for "Sunrise
Sunset Sheet Music"
are plentiful. Below is a
breakdown of the most
reliable sources and
formats.

Online
Digital
Marketpla
ces

¢ Musicnotes.co
m - Offers



official,
publisher-approv
ed digital sheet
music. You can
transpose the
key, print, or
view on a tablet.
The site also
provides
play-along audio
samples.

Sheet Music
Plus - A vast
catalog that
includes multiple
arrangements,
from the original
vocal score to
solo piano
versions and
even a simplified
easy-piano
edition.

JW Pepper - A
trusted source
for choral and
educational
music. They
carry SATB, SAB,
and two-part
choral
arrangements of

"Sunrise,
Sunset."

Free
Sheet
Music
Websites

For those who are
budget-conscious,
several sites offer free
versions, though be
cautious about
accuracy and
completeness.

e Musescore.com
- User-uploaded
scores, many of
which are
well-crafted.
Check ratings
and comments
before
downloading.

e 8notes.com -
Offers a free lead
sheet (melody
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with chord
symbols) that
works for guitar,
piano, or solo
instrument.

e Virtual Sheet
Music - Provides
a free preview of
the first page;
full purchase
unlocks the
complete score.

Print
Collection
S

If you prefer a physical
book, the song is
included in several
anthologies:

 Fiddler on the
Roof Vocal
Selections -
Contains the
complete vocal
score with piano
accompaniment.

e The Ultimate
Broadway Fake
Book - Melody,
lyrics, and chord
symbols for
hundreds of
songs, including
"Sunrise,
Sunset."

e 100 Years of
Broadway - A
curated
collection with
historical notes.

TIPS FOR
LEARNING AND
PLAYING THE
PIECE

For
Pianists

The piano
accompaniment in the
official sheet music is
written to support the
vocal line without
being intrusive. Pay
close attention to the




left-hand arpeggiated
patterns—they give the
piece its  flowing,
waltz-like quality.
Practice the right-hand
melody separately to
internalize the
phrasing, then add the
left hand slowly. Use
the sustain pedal
sparingly to avoid
muddying the chords,
especially during the
bridge where the
harmony becomes
more chromatic.

For
Singers

This song demands
emotional honesty
rather than vocal
fireworks. Work on
breath control to
sustain the long lines
in the chorus. The
repetition of the word
"sunrise" should feel
like a gentle sigh, not a
forced exhalation. If

you are singing in a
key that feels strained,
consider transposing
down a step or two; the
sheet music available
online often allows
instant transposition.
Diction is important,
especially on the softer
consonants in words
like "little" and "face."

For
Guitarists

A chord chart for
"Sunrise, Sunset" is
widely available. The
primary chords are G,
C, D, Em, and Am, with
an occasional B7 for
the bridge. Fingerstyle
guitar works beautifully
for this piece—try
arpeggiating the
chords in a gentle
pattern that mimics
the piano’s left hand.
Capo on the 3rd fret
can bring the key into
a more comfortable
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range for singing.

ARRANGEMENTS
AND VARIATIONS

Solo
Plano
Arrangem
ents

Many composers have
created interpretive
solo piano versions
that go beyond the
simple vocal score.
Some incorporate lush
chord voicings and
improvisatory

passages. The sheet
music for these
arrangements can be
found on sites like
Musicnotes or from
independent arrangers
on Musescore. A
particularly popular
version by arranger
Phillip Keveren adds a

flowing Alberti bass
and a dramatic climax.

Choral
Arrangem
ents

The song translates
beautifully to choral
settings. SATB
arrangements often
divide the melody
between soprano and
tenor, with rich
harmonies from alto

and bass. Some
publishers also offer
SAB or two-part

arrangements suitable
for school choirs. The
piece works well as a
concert opener or a
reflective moment in a
larger program.

Instrume



ntal

Beginner

EnsemWdérsions

S

From string quartets to
brass quintets,
"Sunrise, Sunset" has
been arranged for
almost every common

chamber ensemble.
The lyrical melody
lends itself to

instruments like the
flute, clarinet, or violin.
When searching for
sheet music, look for
"instrumental parts" or
"chamber
arrangement." Many of
these are available as
digital downloads with
full scores and
individual parts.

Easy and

Piano teachers often
use simplified versions
of "Sunrise, Sunset"
with elementary-level
students. These
arrangements reduce
the chord complexity
and keep the melody in
a five-finger position.
The sheet music will be
clearly marked as
"Easy Piano" or
"Beginning." The
song’s slow tempo and
memorable melody
make it an excellent
teaching piece for
phrasing and
dynamics.

THE ENDURING
APPEAL OF
"SUNRISE,
SUNSET"

Why does this song
continue to resonate
more than half a
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century after it was
written? Part of its
staying power lies in its
ability to evoke a
shared human
experience—the

moment when parents
realize their children
have grown. The music
itself, with its gentle
rise and fall, mimics
the cycle of the day:
sunrise, sunset, swiftly
flow the vyears. The
sheet music allows new
generations to connect
with that emotion in
their own way, whether
through a careful
recital, a wedding
performance, or a quiet
moment at the piano.

The song has also been
covered by artists as
diverse as Roberta
Flack, Johnny Mathis,
and even instrumental
versions by André Rieu.
Each interpretation
brings a new color, yet
the core melody
remains unchanged.

This versatility is a
testament to the
craftsmanship of Bock

and Harnick. For
musicians, having
accurate,

well-engraved sheet
music is essential to
capturing the intended
feel of the piece.

Furthermore, "Sunrise,
Sunset" holds a special
place in Jewish cultural
repertoire. It is
frequently performed
at bar and bat
mitzvahs, weddings,
and family gatherings.
The lyrics’ reflection on
tradition and change
speaks directly to the
themes of Fiddler on
the Roof, yet they also
transcend the specific
setting. The sheet
music thus becomes a
bridge between the
Broadway stage and
the living room,
between professional
performance and
heartfelt amateur



playing.
CONCLUSION

Whether you are a
seasoned performer
preparing for a recital,
a music teacher
introducing students to
classic musical theater,
or a parent wanting to
play a song that
captures a special
moment, "Sunrise
Sunset Sheet Music"
offers a wealth of
options. From free lead
sheets to elaborate
piano arrangements,
from choral octavos to

10

instrumental parts, the
availability of quality
sheet music ensures
that this timeless
melody will continue to
be heard for many
sunrises and sunsets to
come. Take the time to
choose an
arrangement that suits
your skill level and
your musical goal.
Then sit down at the
piano, open the score,
and let the music
remind you that the
years, indeed, flow
swiftly—but the
memories they leave
behind are eternal.
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