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INTRODUCTION: WHY THE RIGHT
FIT MATTERS FOR YOUR THULE
ROOF RACK

When  it  comes  to  transporting  gear,
luggage,  sporting  equipment,  or  extra
cargo for a road trip, few names inspire
as  much  confidence  as  Thule.  For
decades,  Thule  has  been  synonymous
with  durability,  safety,  and  innovative
design  in  the  world  of  roof  racks.
However, even the best roof rack system

in  the  world  will  underperform—or
worse,  cause  damage—if  it  is  not
properly matched to your vehicle. That is
precisely where a Thule Roof Rack Fit
Guide becomes indispensable. Whether
you drive a compact hatchback, a full-
size SUV, a pickup truck, or a minivan,
understanding  the  nuances  of  vehicle
compatibility,  mounting  systems,  and
load  specifications  is  the  key  to  a
successful  installation.  This  guide  will
walk you through everything you need to
know to ensure your Thule roof rack fits
securely, performs reliably, and protects
both your vehicle and your cargo.
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UNDERSTANDING THE BASICS OF
A ROOF RACK SYSTEM

Before  diving  into  the  specifics  of  a
Thule Roof Rack Fit Guide, it helps to
understand  what  a  roof  rack  system
actually  comprises.  A  complete  Thule
roof  rack  consists  of  several  key
components that work together to create
a stable platform on your vehicle's roof.
The core elements include the load bars
(often  called  crossbars),  the  feet  or
mounting  system  that  attach  to  the
vehicle,  and  the  fit  kit  that  bridges  the
gap between the feet and your vehicle's
roof  contours.  Depending  on  your
vehicle,  you  may  also  need  additional
accessories  like  gutter  mounts,  track
mounts,  or  fixed  point  kits.  Each
component must be selected with your

specific make, model,  and year in mind.
A  mismatch  in  any  part  can  lead  to
instability,  wind  noise,  or  even  roof
damage.  That  is  why  relying  on  an
accurate fit guide is not just helpful—it is
essential.

WHY A THULE ROOF RACK FIT
GUIDE IS CRITICAL FOR VEHICLE
COMPATIBILITY

Vehicle  roofs  come  in  an  astonishing
v a r i e t y  o f  s h a p e s ,  s i z e s ,  a n d
configurations. Some vehicles come from
the factory with pre-installed roof rails or
raised  tracks,  while  others  have  bare
roofs with no attachment points at all.
Still others feature gutter channels, fixed
mounting  points  hidden  under  plastic
strips,  or  flush  rails  that  sit  nearly  flat
against the roof. A Thule Roof Rack Fit
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Guide  he lps  you  nav igate  th is
complexity by matching your vehicle to
the correct Thule system. For example, a
vehicle with raised roof rails will require
a  different  foot  pack  and  fit  kit  than  a
vehicle  with  a  bare  roof  that  needs a
clamp-style  system.  Ignoring  these
differences can result in a rack that does
not  sit  evenly,  creates  excessive  wind
noise, or simply will not attach at all. By
following  a  fit  guide,  you  eliminate
guesswork and ensure a secure, custom
fit every time.

Vehicle

Preparation
Before Using a
Fit Guide
Before you even open a fit guide, take a
few moments  to  prepare your  vehicle.
Clean the roof  thoroughly  and remove
any  dirt,  debris,  or  wax  that  might
interfere with the mounting pads. Check
your owner's manual for any roof load
limits  specific  to  your  vehicle—this  is
especially important because exceeding
the recommended weight capacity can
compromise handling and safety.  Also,
note whether your vehicle has a sunroof
or glass roof, as some mounting systems
may  not  be  compatible  with  these



4

4 Thule Roof Rack Fit Guide 2023-04-28

features.  Once you have gathered this
basic  information,  you  are  ready  to
consult the Thule Roof Rack Fit Guide
with confidence.

KEY COMPONENTS OF A THULE
ROOF RACK SYSTEM

A comprehensive Thule Roof Rack Fit
Guide will break down the system into
three main components. Understanding
each one will  help you make informed
choices.

Load Bars
(Crossbars)
Thule  offers  several  types  of  load  bars,
including square bars, aerodynamic wing

bars, and heavy-duty round bars. Wing
bars, such as the Thule WingBar Edge,
are designed to reduce wind noise and
improve  fuel  efficiency,  making  them
ideal for everyday use. Square bars are
more budget-friendly and are often used
for  lighter  loads.  The  fit  guide  will
recommend  a  specific  bar  length  based
on  your  vehicle's  roof  width,  ensuring
the bars do not overhang too far or sit
too close together.

Foot Packs
The foot pack is the part of the system
that attaches to your vehicle. Thule foot
packs  come  in  several  varieties:  the
Thule  Rapid  System  for  vehicles  with
raised rails,  the  Thule  Evo System for
bare  roofs  and  fixed  points,  and  the
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Thule  Gutter  System for  vehicles  with
rain gutters. Each foot pack is designed
to distribute weight evenly and provide a
secure  grip.  The  fit  guide  will  tell  you
exactly  which  foot  pack  is  compatible
with your vehicle's roof type.

Fit Kits
Fit kits are the critical link between the
foot pack and your vehicle's specific roof
contours.  They  include  rubber  pads,
brackets, and sometimes adapters that
match  the  shape  of  your  roof.  A  fit  kit
ensures  that  the  foot  pack  sits  flush
against the roof without damaging the
paint or metal. Without the correct fit kit,
the  entire  system  would  be  unstable.
The Thule Roof  Rack Fit  Guide  will
specify the exact fit kit  number for your

vehicle, so you never have to guess.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO USING
THE THULE ROOF RACK FIT
GUIDE

N o w  t h a t  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
components,  let  us  walk  through  the
process of using the Thule Roof Rack
Fit  Guide  step  by  step.  This  process
applies  whether  you  are  using  Thule's
online  fit  tool,  a  printed  catalog,  or
consulting  with  a  retailer.

Step 1: Identify
Your Vehicle's
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Roof Type
The  first  step  in  any  Thule  Roof  Rack
Fit Guide  is  to  identify  your  vehicle's
roof  configuration.  Common  roof  types
include:

Bare roof: No rails, tracks, or
gutters. Requires a clamp-style
system.
Raised roof rails: Rails that sit
above the roofline, running front to
back.
Flush roof rails: Rails that sit
nearly flat against the roof.
Fixed mounting points: Small
caps or covers on the roof that
hide threaded holes.
Gutter channels: Visible
channels along the sides of the

roof, common on older vehicles.
Factory-installed crossbars:
Some vehicles come with
crossbars already attached.

Knowing  your  roof  type  narrows  down
your options immediately.

Step 2: Enter
Your Vehicle
Details
Thule's  online  fit  guide  allows  you  to
enter your vehicle's make, model, year,
and sometimes even the trim level. This
step  is  crucial  because  two  different
trims  of  the  same  model  may  have
different  roof  configurations.  For
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example, a base model SUV might have
a  bare  roof,  while  the  premium  trim
comes  with  factory  roof  rails.  The  fit
guide  will  account  for  these  differences
and provide a tailored recommendation.

Step 3: Review
the
Recommended
System
Once you enter your vehicle information,
the  Thule  Roof  Rack  Fit  Guide  will
generate  a  complete  parts  list.  This
typically  includes  the  foot  pack,  fit  kit,
and recommended load bars. The guide

will  also  specify  the  maximum  load
capacity  for  your  specific  vehicle  when
using  the  Thule  system.  Pay  close
attention to  these numbers  and never
exceed them.

Step 4: Choose
Your Accessories
Thule offers a wide range of accessories
that attach to the load bars,  including
cargo  boxes,  bike  carriers,  kayak
holders,  ski  racks,  and  cargo  baskets.
The fit guide will also help you determine
which  accessories  are  compatible  with
your chosen load bars and vehicle. For
example,  some bike  carriers  require  a
specific  load  bar  profile  to  mount
securely.  By  using  the  fit  guide,  you
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ensure  that  every  accessory  you
purchase will work seamlessly with your
roof rack system.

Step 5:
Installation and
Adjustment
After  you  have  received  a l l  the
components, the fit guide often includes
installation instructions or links to video
tutorials.  Follow  these  instructions
carefully,  paying  attention  to  torque
specifications for bolts and the centering
of  the  load  bars.  A  properly  installed
Thule  roof  rack  should  sit  level,  with
even spacing between the bars and no

movement when you attempt to shake
it. Once installed, perform a test drive at
low speeds to check for wind noise or
unusual  vibrations,  then  tighten  any
components  if  needed.

COMMON FITMENT ISSUES AND
HOW TO AVOID THEM

Even with a comprehensive Thule Roof
Rack Fit Guide, some common issues
can arise. Being aware of these will save
you time and frustration.

Incorrect Fit Kit
Number
One of  the  most  frequent  mistakes  is
selecting the wrong fit kit.  This happens
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when  the  vehicle  is  misidentified  or
when  the  roof  configuration  is  not
correctly assessed. Always double-check
your vehicle's roof type visually before
ordering.  If  you  are  unsure,  Thule
customer  support  and  authorized
retailers  can help confirm the correct  fit
kit.

Overhanging
Load Bars
Load  bars  that  are  too  long  for  your
vehicle can create a safety hazard and
increase  wind  noise.  Conversely,  bars
that  are  too  short  may  not  provide
enough stability for wide accessories like
cargo  boxes.  The  fit  guide  will
recommend  the  ideal  bar  length,  but

always measure your roof  width to be
sure. A good rule of thumb is to allow no
more than a few inches of overhang on
each side.

Interference with
Sunroofs or
Antennas
Some vehicles have sunroofs that tilt or
slide,  and  a  roof  rack  system  can
interfere with their operation. Similarly, a
roof-mounted antenna may need to be
relocated if the load bar sits directly over
it.  The  Thule  Roof  Rack  Fit  Guide
often  includes  notes  about  these
potential  conflicts.  If  your  vehicle  has  a
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sunroof,  check  the  fit  guide  for
compatibility and consider adjusting the
bar placement to avoid obstruction.

Weight
Distribution and
Loading
Even with a perfect fit, improper loading
can  cause  problems.  Always  distribute
weight evenly across the load bars and
secure  all  cargo  according  to  the
manufacturer's instructions. The fit guide
will  provide  the  maximum  weight
capacity for the system, but this includes
both the bars and the vehicle's roof load
limit. Never exceed the lower of the two

numbers.

TOOLS AND RESOURCES FOR
FINDING YOUR PERFECT FIT

Thule provides several resources to help
you navigate the Thule Roof Rack Fit
Guide  with  ease.  The  Thule  website
features a comprehensive fit tool that is
updated  regularly  with  new  vehicle
models.  You  can  also  download  the
Thule  app,  which  includes  augmented
reality features that show you how the
rack will look on your vehicle before you
buy.  For  those who prefer  a  hands-on
approach,  authorized  Thule  retailers
often have fit specialists who can match
your  vehicle  in  person.  Additionally,
Thule's customer service team can verify
fitment  over  the  phone  or  via  email  if
you  have  a  unique  or  rare  vehicle.
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PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION
VS. DIY: WHAT THE FIT GUIDE
RECOMMENDS

While many vehicle owners successfully
install their Thule roof racks themselves,
there  are  cases  where  professional
installation is advisable. The Thule Roof
Rack Fit Guide is designed to be user-
friendly,  but  if  your  vehicle  has  a
complex  roof  configuration—such  as
hidden mounting points or a panoramic
glass  roof—a professional  installer  can
ensure everything is aligned and torqued
correctly.  Professional  installation  also
often includes a warranty on the labor,
which provides peace of mind. That said,
for  most  standard  roof  types,  the  fit
guide  provides  clear  instructions  that
make  DIY  installation  straightforward.

Whichever  route  you  choose,  the  fit
guide  remains  your  most  reliable
reference.

MAINTENANCE TIPS TO PROLONG
THE LIFE OF YOUR THULE ROOF
RACK

Once  you  have  used  the  Thule  Roof
Rack Fit Guide to install your system,
proper  maintenance  wi l l  keep  it
functioning  well  for  years.  Regularly
inspect all bolts and attachment points
for tightness, especially after long trips.
Clean the load bars and feet with mild
soap and water to remove road salt and
grime  that  can  cause  corrosion.
Lubricate  lock  cylinders  and  moving
parts  with  a  silicone-based  spray  to
prevent sticking. If you remove the rack
when  not  in  use,  store  it  in  a  dry,
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temperature-controlled  environment  to
preserve  the  rubber  pads  and  plastic
components.  By following these simple
steps, your Thule roof rack will remain a
reliable partner for all your adventures.

CONCLUSION

A  properly  fitted  roof  rack  opens  up  a
world


