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UNLOCKING THE LOW END: A DEEP DIVE INTO THE
BAT COUNTRY BASS TAB

When  the  blistering  opening  riff  of  Avenged  Sevenfold’s  “Bat
Country” erupts from the speakers, guitarists often get the glory.
But  for  the  discerning  bassist,  the  song  is  a  masterclass  in
groove, precision, and tone. The Bat Country bass tab is not
merely a transcription of notes; it is a roadmap to understanding
how bass underpins one of modern metal’s most iconic anthems.
In this article, we will explore the song from the perspective of
the four-string player, offering a comprehensive guide to the bass
tab, essential techniques, gear recommendations, and practical
tips  for  mastering  this  challenging  piece.  Whether  you  are
tackling  the  tab  for  the  first  time  or  looking  to  perfect  your
performance, this deep dive will equip you with everything you
need to play with confidence.

Understanding the Song:
Why “Bat Country” Matters
for Bassists
Released in 2005 on the album City of Evil, “Bat Country” marked
a turning point for Avenged Sevenfold. The band pivoted from
metalcore to a more traditional heavy metal sound, showcasing
dual guitar harmonies and technical drumming. Bassist Johnny
Christ,  often  overshadowed  by  the  pyrotechnics  of  Synyster
Gates and Zacky Vengeance,  delivered a performance that  is
both melodic and rhythmically solid.
For players seeking a Bat Country bass tab, the appeal lies in
the  song’s  dynamic  shifts.  The  verses  are  punchy  and
syncopated, the chorus is driving and anthemic, and the bridge
section features a rare solo moment for the bass. This variety
makes  the  tab an excellent  study in  modern hard  rock  bass
playing. Additionally, the song is tuned down half a step (Eb Ab
Db  Gb),  giving  the  bass  a  deeper,  growling  quality  that  is
essential to the track’s heavy feel.
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Essential Techniques in the
Bat Country Bass Tab
To  play  the  Bat  Country  bass  tab  authentically,  you  must
employ several key techniques. Mastering these will not only help
you  with  this  song  but  will  also  improve  your  overall  bass
vocabulary.

Palm Muting and Tone Control: The verse riff relies
heavily on a controlled, palm-muted attack. This creates a
percussive, chugging sound that cuts through the mix.
Practice muting the strings with the side of your picking
hand while maintaining a steady 8th-note pulse.
Syncopated Rhythms: The verse pattern (E5 – G5 – A5 –
B5) is played with offbeat accents. The tab will show rests
and staccato notes that require tight timing. Use a
metronome at a slow tempo (around 40-50 bpm) and
gradually increase to the song’s 138 bpm.
String Skipping and Position Shifts: During the pre-
chorus and chorus, the bass line moves rapidly between
the lower strings (E and A) and the higher strings (D and
G). The Bat Country bass tab demands clean position
shifts—practice sliding between frets without buzzing.
Melodic Fills and the Bridge Solo: The bridge features a
short but iconic bass lick that climbs the neck using octaves
and chromatic runs. This section requires good finger
dexterity and familiarity with the fretboard above the 12th

fret. Pay attention to the tab’s fingerings for smooth
transitions.

Breaking Down the Bat
Country Bass Tab by
Section
Let’s dissect the song section by section, referencing the official
Bat Country bass tab  (available from reputable sources like
Ultimate Guitar or Songsterr). While exact transcriptions vary, the
core structure remains consistent.

THE INTRO AND MAIN VERSE

The song opens with a clean guitar arpeggio, then the bass and
drums kick in. The bass line for the verse is a driving eighth-note
pattern rooted in the E5 power chord (root on the 7th fret of the A
string,  fifth  on  the  9th  fret  of  the  D  string).  The  tab  reads:
G|——————| repeated with slight variations. The key is to lock
in with the kick drum – both hit on beats 1, 2, 3, and 4 with
occasional ghost notes.
After two bars, the pattern shifts to G5, then A5, then B5. Each
chord  is  held  for  two  beats.  Many  Bat  Country  bass  tab
versions  show  a  subtle  walk-up  between  these  chords:  for
example, from the G5 (3rd fret E string) to A5 (5th fret) you might
slide  through the  A# (6th  fret).  Experiment  to  find  the  phrasing
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that feels right.

THE PRE-CHORUS LIFT

Before the chorus, the intensity rises. The bass follows the guitar
melody with a syncopated line that jumps to the D string. The tab
often shows notes like G (5th fret D string) and F# (4th fret)
played in quick succession. Use a lighter touch here to let the
higher frequencies sing. This section is a great example of how
Johnny Christ supports the vocal melody without overpowering it.

THE ANTHEMIC CHORUS

The chorus is where the bass truly shines. The chord progression
is D5 – C5 – G5 – Bb5 (played as power chords). The Bat Country
bass  tab  choruses  typically  double  the  guitar  riff,  but  with  a
slight rhythmic variation—adding a ghost note or a pull-off to the
root. For example, on the D5 chord, you might play D (5th fret A
string) then quickly hammer-on to the octave D (7th fret D string)
before  sliding  down.  This  creates  the  signature  bounce  that
makes the chorus infectious.
Keep your attack aggressive. The chorus is the most dynamic
part  of  the  song;  your  bass  should  be  heard  clearly.  Many
transcriptions  use  palm  muting  for  the  first  half  of  the  chorus,
then  open  strings  for  the  second  half  to  build  energy.

THE BRIDGE AND GUITAR SOLO SECTION

The bridge (around 2:40 in the song) features a different feel. The
tempo slows slightly, and the bass takes a more linear approach.

The tab shows a descending line: G – F# – E – D – C# – B – A – G,
played on the D and A strings. This is reminiscent of a classical
scale and requires accurate fretting. After this, the bass drops out
for a few bars during the guitar solo, then re-enters with a driving
root-note pattern to support the solo.
The highlight for any bassist is the brief solo section around 3:15.
The  tab  shows  a  rapid-fire  series  of  notes  using  octaves  and
chromatic passing tones. The pattern goes: E (7th fret A string) –
G (9th fret A string) – F# (9th fret D string) – G (10th fret D string)
and repeats with variation. This lick is challenging—practice it
slowly with a metronome, focusing on consistency of attack.

THE OUTRO AND FADE

The outro repeats the verse pattern with increasing intensity,
then the band breaks down into a half-time feel. The bass plays
sustained  low  notes  (E  and  A)  with  a  slight  vibrato.  The  final
chord is a held E5 with a slow fade. Some Bat Country bass tab
versions include a final flourish, but staying true to the recording
means ending with a solid, sustained low E.

Gear and Tone Tips for
Playing Bat Country
To replicate the sound of the Bat Country bass tab, you need
the right gear and settings. Johnny Christ uses a Schecter bass
with active pickups, but you can achieve a similar tone with a
standard P-bass or Jazz bass if you tweak your amp and effects.
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Tuning: The song is in Eb Standard (Eb Ab Db Gb). If your
bass doesn’t have a reliable tuner, invest in a clip-on tuner
or use a tuning app. Loosen the strings carefully; you may
need to adjust the truss rod if you keep the bass in this
tuning permanently.
Pick vs. Fingers: Johnny Christ plays with a pick (Dunlop
Tortex 1.0mm). The attack is sharper and more defined
than fingerstyle. If you usually play fingerstyle, consider
using a pick for this song to achieve the needed punch.
Amplifier Settings: Start with a clean tone. Set your bass
EQ to a slight mid-boost (around 400-600Hz) and cut the
low-mids a bit. Add a touch of compression (ratio 3:1 or
4:1) to even out the dynamics. If you have a distortion
pedal, use a light overdrive (like a Boss ODB-3) with the
blend at 30% wet – you want to add edge, not fuzz.
Strings: New roundwound strings (such as D'Addario XL or
Ernie Ball) will give you the bright, cutting tone needed for
the chorus work. If your strings are old and dull, the tab will
sound muffled.

Common Challenges and
How to Overcome Them
Every  bassist  who  attempts  the  Bat  Country  bass  tab
encounters a few hurdles. Here are the most frequent issues and
practical solutions:

Tempo Changes: The song has subtle tempo pushes1.
during the bridge and solo. Use a metronome and subdivide
the beat into 16th notes. Practice the bridge solo at 60%
speed until it feels comfortable.
String Noise: The quick position shifts can cause2.
unwanted string scrape. Keep your fretting hand light and
use a bit of muting with your picking hand. Apply a small
amount of graphite lubricant on the nut to reduce friction.
Endurance: The song is physically demanding on the3.
forearm due to constant eighth notes at 138 bpm. Build
stamina by playing the verse riff for two minutes without
stopping, then rest for one minute, repeating five times.
Reading the Tab Accurately: Many online tabs have4.
errors. Cross-reference at least two sources (e.g., Ultimate
Guitar and Songsterr). Use the recording as your final
reference—listen to how Johnny Christ accents certain
notes and experiment to match the phrasing.

Alternative Interpretations
and Cover Versions
The Bat Country bass tab is not a static entity. Over the years,
various  bassists  have  offered  their  own  interpretations,  adding
fills,  slides,  and  even  slap  elements.  While  Johnny  Christ’s
recorded part is the gold standard, feel free to adapt the tab to
your playing style. For example, some players replace the verse
ghost notes with a percussive slap on the E string, which works
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well if you have a compressor.
Watch live performances of Avenged Sevenfold from the City of
Evil  era  –  Johnny Christ  often varies  the fills  slightly.  This  shows
that the tab is a framework, not a rigid script.  The key is to
maintain the song’s groove and energy.

Conclusion: Making the Bat
Country Bass Tab Your Own
Mastering the Bat Country bass tab is a rewarding journey that

will improve your timing, technique, and musical sensitivity. From
the syncopated verses to the melodic bridge, every section offers
a lesson in modern bass playing. By focusing on clean execution,
appropriate  gear  settings,  and  careful  study  of  the  original
recording, you can play this anthem with authority and flair.
Remember, the tab is a tool—your goal is to capture the spirit of
the song. Start slow, use a metronome, and don’t be afraid to
experiment with slight variations. Whether you are preparing for
a cover band performance or simply expanding your repertoire,
the Bat Country bass tab will challenge and inspire you. Now grab
your bass, tune down a half-step, and let that low-end roar.


