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INTRODUCTION:
UNBOXING YOUR
NEW
ENTERTAINMENT
HUB

So you've just unboxed
your new Apple TV 4K.
Whether you're
upgrading from an
older model or
stepping into the Apple
ecosystem for the first
time, you're about to
unlock a world of
streaming, gaming,
and smart home
integration. But before
you can dive into your
favorite shows on
Apple TV+, Netflix, or
Disney+, you need to

get the device
connected and
configured  correctly.
The process is
remarkably

straightforward, but a
few key steps can
make the difference
between a smooth
setup and a frustrating
hour of
troubleshooting. This
guide will walk you
through everything you
need to know, from
plugging in the
hardware to fine-tuning
your audio and video
settings. By the end,
you'll have your Apple
TV running exactly the
way you want it.
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setupWHAT YOU'LL

NEED BEFORE YO#gnificantly)

BEGIN

Before you start,
gather the following
items to ensure a
seamless setup
experience. Having
everything ready will
save you time and
eliminate unnecessary
back-and-forth.

e An Apple TV
device (4K, HD,
or the latest
model)

e An HDMI cable
(preferably HDMI
2.1 for 4K HDR
content)

e A power cable
(included in the
box)

¢ An internet
connection (Wi-
Fi or Ethernet)

e An Apple ID and
password

e An iPhone or
iPad (optional,
but speeds up

e A television
with an available
HDMI port

If you plan to use
Ethernet for a wired
connection, make sure
you have a long
enough cable to reach
your router. For those
relying on Wi-Fi, ensure
your network name
and password are
handy.

STEP 1: PHYSICAL
CONNECTIONS -
PLUGGING
EVERYTHING IN

The first step in how to
set up Apple TV is
making the physical
connections. This part
is simple, but getting it
right ensures you don't
run into issues later.
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Connect

the HDMI

Cable

Take your HDMI cable
and plug one end into
the HDMI port on the
back of your Apple TV.
Plug the other end into
an available HDMI port
on your television. If
your TV supports HDMI
ARC or eARC, using
that specific port can
simplify audio routing
later, especially if you
have a soundbar or
home theater system.

Connect
the Power
Cable

Plug the included
power cable into the
Apple TV and then into

a power outlet. The
device does not have a
physical power button
— it will turn on
automatically when it
receives power. You'll
know it's working when
you see a small white
LED light on the front
of the unit.

Turn on
Your TV
and
Select
the
Correct
Input

Use your TV remote to
switch to the HDMI
input you connected
the Apple TV to. If your
TV supports HDMI-CEC,



it may switch
automatically. You
should see the Apple
logo appear on the
screen within a few
seconds, followed by a
language selection
screen.

STEP 2: INITIAL
SETUP - CHOOSING
LANGUAGE AND
REGION

Once the Apple TV
powers on, you'll be
greeted by a setup
assistant. Use the Siri
Remote that came with
your device to
navigate.

1. Select your
language from
the list. English,
Spanish, French,
and many others
are available.

2. Choose your
region or
country. This
setting affects
the App Store

content,
streaming
service
availability, and
Siri functionality.
3. Enable or
disable Siri.
You can always
change this later
in Settings, but
enabling Siri
during setup
allows you to use
voice commands
immediately.

If you make a mistake,
don’t worry — you can
go back and change
these settings in the
Settings app at any
time.

STEP 3:
CONNECTING TO
THE INTERNET -
WI-FI OR
ETHERNET

Your Apple TV needs
an internet connection
to access streaming
services, download
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apps, and receive
updates. Here's how to
get connected.

Using Wi-
Fi

If you're using Wi-Fi,
the setup assistant will
scan for available
networks. Select your
network from the list,
enter your password
using the on-screen
keyboard, and wait for
the connection to
establish. For the best
streaming

performance, a 5GHz

network is
recommended over
2.4GHz, as it offers

faster speeds and less
interference.

Using

Ethernet

If you prefer a wired
connection, simply
plug an Ethernet cable
from your router into
the Ethernet port on
the back of the Apple
TV. The device will
detect the connection
automatically and skip
the Wi-Fi setup step.
Wired connections are
generally more stable,
which is ideal for 4K
streaming and gaming.

If you encounter
connection issues,
double-check your
network password or
try restarting your
router. A weak signal
can cause buffering
and slow app loading
times.

STEP 4: QUICK
SETUP WITH
IPHONE OR IPAD -
THE EASIEST




METHOD

One of the most
convenient features in
recent versions of tvOS
is the ability to set up
your Apple TV using
your iPhone or iPad.
This method saves you
from typing passwords
and signing in
manually.

1. Ensure your
iPhone or iPad is
running i0OS 12 or
later and has
Bluetooth turned
on.

2. Bring your device
near the Apple
TV. A pop-up
card should
appear on your
iPhone screen.

3. Tap “Set Up
Apple TV” on
your iPhone.

4. Your iPhone will
automatically
transfer your Wi-
Fi credentials,
Apple ID, and

other
preferences to
the Apple TV.

This method also syncs
your existing Apple TV
settings if you're
upgrading from an
older model. It's easily
the fastest way to
complete the initial
configuration. If you
don’t have an iPhone,
you can still set
everything up
manually using the Siri
Remote — it just takes
a bit longer.

STEP 5: SIGNING
IN WITH YOUR
APPLE ID

Your Apple ID is the
key to the entire Apple
ecosystem. It lets you
purchase or rent
movies and TV shows,
subscribe to Apple
TV+, download apps,
access iCloud photos,
and use Apple Music.
During setup, you'll be
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prompted to sign in.

e If using an
iPhone: The
credentials will
transfer
automatically if
you used the
Quick Setup
method.

o If setting up
manually: Enter
your Apple ID
email and
password using
the on-screen
keyboard. You
can also enable
two-factor
authentication if
you haven't
already.

Don’t have an Apple
ID? You can create one
directly on the Apple
TV by selecting the
“Create New Apple ID”
option. You'll need to
provide your name,
birthdate, and a
payment method,
though you can choose

“None” if you only plan
to use free content.
After signing in, you
may be asked to agree
to the Terms and
Conditions. Take a
moment to review
them, then tap “Agree”
to proceed.

STEP 6:
CONFIGURING
VIDEO AND AUDIO
SETTINGS

Now that you're
connected and signed
in, it's time to optimize
your viewing
experience. The Apple
TV automatically
detects your TV's
capabilities, but you
may want to fine-tune
a few settings.

Video
Format



and HDR

Go to Settings >
Video and Audio >
Format. Here you can
choose between:

e 4K SDR
(Standard
Dynamic Range)
- Good for most
content and
saves bandwidth.

e 4K HDR (High
Dynamic Range)
- Provides
brighter
highlights and
richer colors.

e 4K Dolby Vision
- The best
quality if your TV
supports it.

Set the format to
match your TV's
capabilities. If you're
unsure, select “4K SDR
with Match Content”
enabled. This setting
automatically switches
to HDR or Dolby Vision

when playing
compatible content.

Audio
Output

If you're using a
soundbar or home
theater system, go to
Settings > Video
and Audio > Audio
Output. You can
choose between:

e HDMI - Audio
passes through
your TV to the
soundbar.

e AirPlay - Stream
audio to
compatible
speakers.

e Bluetooth -
Connect wireless
headphones or
speakers.

For the best audio
quality, especially with
Dolby Atmos content,
use an HDMI eARC
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connection if your TV
supports it.

STEP 7:
CUSTOMIZING THE
SIRI REMOTE

The Siri Remote is your
primary way to interact
with the Apple TV. It's
sleek, but the touchpad
and button layout can
take some getting used
to. Here’s how to tailor
it to your preferences.

e Change touch
sensitivity: Go
to Settings >
Remotes and
Devices >
Touch Surface
Tracking.
Choose from
Fast, Medium, or
Slow to suit your
scrolling speed.

e Enable or
disable the TV
button: The TV
button on the
remote opens
the Control

Center. You can
customize what
happens when
you press it once
or double-press it
in Settings.

e Learn Siri
shortcuts: Press
and hold the Siri
button to ask
questions like
“Find action
movies” or “Turn
on subtitles.” It's
surprisingly
powerful once
you get used to
it.

You can also use your
iPhone as a remote by
swiping down to open
Control Center and
tapping the Apple TV
Remote icon. This is
useful if you misplace
the Siri Remote.

STEP 8:
INSTALLING APPS
AND SIGNING INTO




SERVICES

With the basics
configured, it's time to
populate your Apple TV
with apps. The App
Store on tvOS works
just like the one on
your iPhone, but it's
optimized for the big
screen.

1. Open the App
Store from the
home screen.

. Browse or search
for apps like
Netflix, Hulu,
Amazon Prime
Video, Disney+,
and HBO Max.

3. Tap Get or the

download icon to
install each app.

After installing, open
each app and sign in
with your subscription
credentials. Many apps
also support Single
Sign-On, which allows
you to sign into

10

multiple apS§TREAMING
cable provider login.
You can enable this in
Settings > Users and
Accounts > Single
Sign-On.

If you subscribe to
Apple TV+, it will be
pre-installed and ready
to use with your Apple
ID. You'll find original
shows like “Ted Lasso,”
“Severance,” and “The
Morning Show” waiting
for you.

STEP 9: SETTING
UP HOMEKIT AND
SMART HOME
CONTROLS

Beyond streaming, the
Apple TV serves as a
HomeKit hub, allowing
you to control smart
home devices remotely
and automate routines.
Setting this up is
optional but adds
significant value.

e Go to Settings
> AirPlay and
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HomeKit.

e Sign in with the
same Apple ID
you use for your
Home app on
iPhone.

e Enable “Allow
remote access”
to control your
accessories when
you're away from
home.

Once configured, you
can ask Siri to “Turn off
the lights” or “Set the
thermostat to 72

degrees” directly
through your Apple TV.
It also enables

automations, like
having your lights dim
automatically when
you start a movie.

STEP 10:
UPDATING TVOS
AND FINAL
TWEAKS

Before you settle in for
a movie marathon,
check that your Apple

TV is running the latest
software. Apple
regularly releases
updates that add
features and fix bugs.

1. Go to Settings
> System >
Software
Updates.

2. Select Update
Software. If an
update is
available,
download and
install it.

3. Enable
“Automatically
Update” to
ensure you
always have the
latest version
without checking
manually.

Consider a few final
personalization
options:

e Screen saver:
Go to Settings
> General >
Screen Saver



and choose from
Aerial videos,
Photos, or
custom albums.
Aerial videos are
stunning 4K HDR
clips shot from
around the
world.

¢ Control Center

12

customization:
Decide which
controls appear
when you press
the TV button.
Options include
volume, sleep
timer, and user
switching.
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