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THE MYTH OF
EVERYBODY HATES
CHRIS SEASON 5:
WHY THE BELOVED
SITCOM NEVER
GOT ITS FIFTH
CHAPTER

For millions of fans who
g r e w  u p  i n  t h e
mid-2000s, Everybody
Hates Chris remains a
g o l d  s t a n d a r d  o f
nosta lg ic ,  fami ly-
f r i end ly  comedy .
I n s p i r e d  b y  t h e
adolescent  years  of
comedian  Chris  Rock,
the show aired on UPN
and later The CW from
2 0 0 5  t o  2 0 0 9 .  I t
d e l i v e r e d  f o u r

unforgettable  seasons
of  awkward  teenage
struggles,  overbearing
p a r e n t s ,  a n d  a
relentless bully named
C a r u s o .  Y e t ,  o n e
question  continues  to
echo  across  Reddit
threads,  Facebook
g r o u p s ,  a n d  f a n
forums: Why was there
no  Everybody  Hates
Chris  Season  5?
This lingering curiosity
h a s  t u r n e d  t h e
mythical  fifth  season
into  something  of  a
cultural  ghost.  Some
fans  insist  they  recall
episodes  that  never
existed.  Others  swear
they heard whispers of
a planned season set in
high school. The truth,
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however ,  i s  more
grounded—and  more
bittersweet.  In  this
article, we will explore
the rise and fall of the
show, why Everybody
Hates  Chris  Season
5  never  materialized,
what  the  cast  and
creators  have  said
about it,  and how the
series  continues  to
thrive  in  syndication
and  streaming.

THE LEGACY OF
EVERYBODY HATES
CHRIS: A BRIEF
RECAP

Before  diving  into  the
missing  fifth  season,  it
helps  to  remember
w h y  t h e  s h o w
mattered.  Everybody
H a t e s  C h r i s
p r e m i e r e d  i n
September  2005  and
qu ick ly  became  a
ratings  success  for
UPN. Set in the 1980s,
it  followed  Chris  Rock
(played by Tyler James

W i l l i a m s )  a s  h e
n a v i g a t e d  a
predominantly  white
m i d d l e  s c h o o l  i n
Brooklyn, while dealing
with  a  chaotic  home
life.  His  father  Julius
(Terry  Crews)  was
frugal  to  the  point  of
obsession,  his  mother
Rochel le  (T ich ina
Arnold)  ruled  with  an
iron  fist,  and  his
siblings—Drew (Tequan
Richmond)  and  Tonya
(Imani  Hakim)—made
his  life  harder.
Narrated  by  an  adult
Chris  Rock,  the  show
b l e n d e d  s h a r p
observational  humor
with heartfelt moments
about growing up poor,
Black,  and  different.  It
ran  for  four  seasons,
totaling  88  episodes.
The  fourth  season
ended  on  a  poignant
note: Chris finally stood
up  to  Caruso,  got  a
date  with  a  gir l  he
liked,  and  seemed  to



Everybody Hates Chris Season 5 3

3

be  turning  a  corner.
For  viewers,  that  felt
l i k e  a  n a t u r a l
pause—not an ending.
They  wanted  more.
T h e y  w a n t e d
Everybody  Hates
Chris  Season  5  to
show  Chris  in  high
school,  dealing  with
new  bullies,  first  jobs,
and  teenage  romance.

WHY WAS
EVERYBODY HATES
CHRIS CANCELED?

The  cancellation  of
Everybody  Hates
C h r i s  i s  o f t e n
misunderstood.  Some
believe  it  was  due  to
low  ratings.  Others
think the show simply
ran  its  course.  The
rea l i ty  invo lves  a
c o m p l e x  m i x  o f
network  mergers ,
shifting  demographics,
and creative decisions.

The UPN-
CW
Merger
In 2006, UPN and The
WB  merged  to  form
The  CW.  Everybody
Hates Chris  was one
of  the  shows  brought
o v e r  t o  t h e  n e w
network. However, The
C W  t a r g e t e d  a
younger ,  female -
centric  demographic,
favoring  dramas  like
Gossip  Girl  and  One
Tree  Hill.  While  Chris
e n j o y e d  s o l i d
viewership (around 3–4
million per episode), it
didn't  fit  The  CW's
brand.  The  network
slowly  reduced  its
marketing  and  shifted
its schedule. By 2009,
The CW had canceled
m o s t  o f  i t s  U P N
holdovers.
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Creative
Exhaustio
n?
Showrunner  Ali  LeRoi
and  Chris  Rock  have
hinted  that  after  four
seasons, they felt they
had told the core story.
The show was  loosely
based on Chris  Rock's
real life, and his junior
h i g h  y e a r s  o n l y
c o v e r e d  s o  m u c h
material. A fifth season
would  have  required
a g i n g  u p  t h e
characters and moving
to  high  school,  which
could  have  changed
the  show's  dynamic.
Whether  that  would
have  been  a  good  or
bad  thing  remains  a
matter of debate.

Financial
Considera
tions
T h o u g h  n o t  a s
expensive  as  some
n e t w o r k  s h o w s ,
Everybody  Hates
Chris  had  a  sizable
c a s t  a n d  p e r i o d -
specific  production
costs  (1980s  cars,
c o s t u m e s ,  m u s i c
r ights).  As  rat ings
slowly declined (from a
peak  of  5  million  to
about 2.5 million in its
final  season),  the  cost-
p e r - v i e w e r  r a t i o
became less attractive
to  The  CW,  especially
as advertising revenue
tightened in  the  2008
recession.

WHAT WOULD
EVERYBODY HATES
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CHRIS SEASON 5
HAVE LOOKED

LIKE?

F a n s  h a v e  l o n g
speculated about what
a  fifth  season  might
have  contained.  The
show's  end  of  season
four  set  up  several
possible  arcs:

High School
Life: Chris was
about to enter
Corleone High
School, a bigger,
tougher
environment.
New bullies, new
teachers, and
new social
hierarchies would
have created
fresh comedy.
Romance with
Tasha: Chris
finally got a date
with Tasha
(played by
Jacqueline
Mazarella). A fifth
season could

have explored
his first real
relationship.
Julius and
Rochelle: The
parents might
have faced new
challenges—Juliu
s getting a
promotion,
Rochelle starting
a business, or
them dealing
with empty-nest
syndrome as the
kids grew older.
Drew and
Tonya: Drew
was growing into
a popular jock,
while Tonya
remained the
mischievous
youngest. Their
stories could
have evolved.

In  interviews,  Chris
Rock  once  joked  that
he  didn't  want  the
show  to  become  The
Wonder  Years—he
wanted to end it before
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i t  go t  s t a l e .  Tha t
d e c i s i o n ,  w h i l e
frustrating  for  fans,
preserved  the  show's
reputation  as  a  tight,
well-crafted series.

CAST AND CREW:
WHERE ARE THEY
NOW?

The cast of Everybody
Hates Chris has gone
on  to  d iverse  and
successful  careers.
Their  post-show  paths
offer  some  insight  into
why  a  reunion  or  fifth
season has never come
together.

Tyler
James
Williams
(Chris

Rock)
Williams  has  become
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
acclaimed actors of his
generation, winning an
Emmy  for  his  role  in
Abbott Elementary. He
frequently  mentions
how the sitcom taught
him comedy timing and
work  ethic.  In  a  2023
interview,  he  said  he
w o u l d  b e  o p e n  t o
r e v i s i t i n g  t h e
character—but  only  if
the story was right.

Terry
Crews
(Julius
Rock)
Crews became a global
star  through  Brooklyn
Nine-Nine,  America's
G o t  T a l e n t ,  a n d
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numerous  films.  In
several  interviews,  he
has  admitted  that
playing Julius was one
of  his  favorite  roles,
and  he  would  love  to
do a reunion movie.

Tichina
Arnold
(Rochelle
Rock)
Arnold  has  stayed
active  in  television,
including a role on The
Neighborhood.  She
often  posts  nostalgic
photos from the show,
keeping  the  fanbase
engaged.

Tequan

Richmond
and Imani
Hakim
Richmond has focused
o n  m u s i c  a n d
independent  film.
Hakim has appeared in
The  Gabby  Douglas
Story and Fresh Off the
B o a t .  B o t h  h a v e
expressed  affection  for
the show but are now
in their 30s—too old to
play  teenagers,  which
c o m p l i c a t e s  a n y
timeline  for  a  fifth
season.

Creator
Chris
Rock
Chris  Rock  has  been
busy  with  stand-up
specials, directing (Top
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Five),  and  acting.  He
h a s  s a i d  t h a t  h e
considers  Everybody
Hates Chris  a  closed
chapter.  However,  the
recent  resurgence  of
2000s  nostalgia  and
the  show's  massive
success  on  streaming
(especially on Peacock
and Netflix) have made
him  reconsider.  In
2024,  he  hinted  that
"something might be in
the works," though he
didn't elaborate.

THE INTERNET'S
OBSESSION WITH
EVERYBODY HATES
CHRIS SEASON 5

The  missing  fifth
season has  become a
recurring meme. Social
media users often joke
that  they  "remember"
episodes  that  don't
e x i s t — a  c l a s s i c
e x a m p l e  o f  t h e
Mandela  Effect.  Some
fake  plot  summaries
have circulated online,

including  one  where
Chris  becomes  a  DJ
and  another  where
Julius wins the lottery.
These  fab r i ca ted
memories  show  how
hungry  fans  are  for
closure.
Several  petitions  have
a p p e a r e d  o n
Change.org  over  the
years, demanding that
Netflix or Hulu produce
a  "revival"  season.
None  have  gained
enough  traction,  but
the  passion  is  real.
Fans also point to the
s u c c e s s  o f  o t h e r
revivals  like  That  '90s
Show or Raven's Home
a s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t
Everybody  Hates
Chris Season 5 could
work in today's market.

WHY A REVIVAL
MIGHT OR MIGHT
NOT HAPPEN

L e t ' s  w e i g h  t h e
possibil it ies.
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Reasons
It Could
Happen

Streaming1.
Success: The
show has been a
consistent
performer on
Netflix, Hulu, and
Peacock.
Executives love
reliable IP.
Nostalgia2.
Wave: The
2020s have seen
a boom in
reboots of
similar-era
sitcoms, from
Reba to Girl
Meets World.
Cast Interest:3.
Most of the main
cast has
expressed
willingness to
return, provided

the script is
strong.
Unfinished4.
Story: Season 4
ended with Chris
still a middle
schooler—many
feel the story is
incomplete.

Reasons
It Might
Not

Aging Cast:1.
Tyler James
Williams is 31.
Playing a 15-
year-old would
strain credibility.
A time jump to
adult Chris could
work, but it
would change
the show's DNA.
Creative2.
Integrity: Chris
Rock is
notoriously
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protective of his
legacy. He may
prefer the show
remain a pristine
memory.
Network3.
Challenges: The
original network
(The CW) no
longer exists in
its previous form.
Who would pick
it up? Netflix?
Peacock? Apple
TV+? Rights
negotiations
could be messy.
Comedy4.
Standards
Changed: The
show's 2000s
humor, while
clever, might feel
dated or
politically
incorrect in a
modern context.
Revivals often
struggle to retain
the original tone
while updating
sensibilities.

ALTERNATIVES TO
SEASON 5:
REBOOT VS.
REVIVAL VS.
MOVIE

If  a  full  season  is  off
the  table,  there  are
other  possibilities:

A Reunion
Movie: A TV
movie catching
up with the Rock
family in the
1990s could
answer questions
about Chris's
future without
committing to a
series.
Animated Spin-
Off: An adult
animated series
(following the
model of King of
the Hill or The
Simpsons) could
let characters
age naturally
while using voice
actors who may
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look different
now.
Limited Series:
A six-episode arc
on a streaming
service could
wrap up loose
ends efficiently.

Chris  Rock's  narration
is  a  key  component.
Any revival would likely
need  his  involvement,
either  as  narrator  or
executive  producer.
G i v e n  h i s  b u s y
schedule, that remains
a hurdle.

THE ENDURING
POPULARITY OF
EVERYBODY HATES
CHRIS

Even  without  a  fifth
season ,  the  show
remains  a  cultural
t o u c h s t o n e .  I t  i s
available  on  multiple
streaming  platforms
and regularly trends on
TikTok  via  clips  and
r e a c t i o n  v i d e o s .

Y o u n g e r
audiences—Gen  Z
viewers  who  weren't
alive  when  the  show
aired—have  embraced
it as a nostalgic slice of
t h e  1 9 8 0 s  a n d  a
re latab le  s tory  o f
growing up different.
The phrase "Everybody
H a t e s  C h r i s "  h a s
entered the lexicon. It's
used  as  a  humorous
way  to  describe  any
moment  where  l i fe
piles on bad luck. That
linguistic staying power
ensures  the  show's
memory  won't  fade
soon.

CONCLUSION

Everybody  Hates
C h r i s  S e a s o n  5
r e m a i n s  o n e  o f
television's great what-
ifs. The show delivered
fou r  ou t s tand ing
seasons  of  authentic,
laugh-out-loud comedy
about a Black teenager
navigating a world that
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often  seemed  stacked
a g a i n s t  h i m .  I t s
cancellation  was  a
product  of  business
realities  rather  than
creative  exhaustion.
While  the  cast  and
crew have  moved  on,
fans continue to dream
about what might have
been—a  fifth  year  of
Chris  battl ing  high
school,  new  bullies,
and  his  own  teenage
hormones.

P e r h a p s  t h e
mythological  fifth
season is better left to
our imagination. Shows
that end at their peak
often become legends.
Everybody  Hates
Chris  never  jumped
t h e  s h a r k ,  n e v e r
became  a  shadow  of
itself. It left us wanting
more—and that hunger
has  only  intensified
over  the  years.  If  a
rev iva l  ever  does
material ize,


