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DIVING INTO THE DARKNESS: YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE
TO THE ANITA BLAKE SERIES IN ORDER

For fans of urban fantasy, few names are as iconic as Laurell K.
Hamilton’s Anita Blake. Since the first novel hit  shelves in 1993,
the series has captivated readers with its unique blend of horror,
romance, detective work, and moral complexity. But with over 25
books and counting, knowing where to start—and the best way to
continue—can be a challenge. This article provides a complete,
reader-friendly guide to the Anita Blake series in order, ensuring
you experience every twist, turn, and terrifying encounter exactly
as the author intended.
Whether you are a new reader eager to explore the world of
vampire  executioners  and  necromancers,  or  a  longtime  fan
looking  to  fill  gaps  in  your  collection,  understanding  the  series
chronology is  essential.  The books are deeply serialized,  with
character  development,  romantic  entanglements,  and
overarching plotlines that build across volumes. Jumping ahead
can spoil major revelations and dilute the emotional impact of the
story. Let's walk through the entire series, from the first gripping

mystery to the latest supernatural saga.

Anita Blake Series in Order:
The Core Pre‑Revisions Era
(Books 1–9)
The early books established the formula that made the series a
phenomenon: a tough, morally grounded female protagonist who
raises the dead for a living and licenses vampire kills for the
state.  Here  is  the  correct  Anita  Blake  series  order  for  the
foundational novels.

Guilty Pleasures (1993) – Introduction to Anita Blake: a1.
petite, no‑nonsense animator and vampire executioner.
She is drawn into a murder investigation among the
vampires of St. Louis, navigating the dangerous politics of a
secret world. This novel sets the tone: gritty, dark, and
witty.
The Laughing Corpse (1994) – A deeper dive into2.
zombie raising and voodoo lore. Anita is hired to raise a
centuries‑old corpse, but the case gets tangled with a serial

https://web1.enteraskincare.com/


2

2 Anita Blake Series In Order 2023-09-23

killer targeting the city’s supernatural elements. The stakes
rise significantly.
Circus of the Damned (1995) – The vampire Jean‑Claude3.
emerges as a major character, and the series begins its
shift from pure detective horror toward a darker romantic
tension. Anita’s moral code is tested when she is forced to
work with monsters she once hunted.
The Lunatic Café (1996) – Werewolves take center stage.4.
Anita investigates a series of brutal killings in a local
shapeshifter bar, meeting Richard Zeeman, a high school
teacher with a furry secret. This book expands the
supernatural ecosystem.
Bloody Bones (1996) – A cold case involving a vampire5.
from the Wild West era and a land developer’s curse. The
novel deepens the world‑building and introduces the
concept of the “ardeur,” a feeding power that will become
central later.
The Killing Dance (1997) – Often considered a turning6.
point. The romantic triangle between Anita, Jean‑Claude,
and Richard intensifies. Anita’s own powers begin to
evolve, and the lines between hunter and hunted blur
permanently.
Burnt Offerings (1998) – Anita is kidnapped by a7.
fanatical vampire cult, and her relationship with
authority—both human and supernatural—is strained to the
breaking point. The book raises the emotional and political
stakes.
Blue Moon (1998) – Richard’s past comes back to haunt8.
them. The story moves to Tennessee, where Anita must

navigate wolf politics and a corrupt sheriff. This book is a
turning point for the shapeshifter mythos.
Obsidian Butterfly (2000) – A fan‑favorite. Anita teams9.
up with Edward, a human assassin, to hunt a serial killer in
New Mexico. The book is a return to pure horror/thriller
roots, demonstrating Anita’s human side before her
supernatural powers fully bloom.

Transition and Expansion:
Books 10–16
After  Obsidian  Butterfly,  the  series  undergoes  a  notable
transformation. The detective element remains, but the romantic
and erotic aspects grow more prominent. Here is the Anita Blake
series in order for this critical middle period.

Narcissus in Chains (2001) – Anita’s powers fully evolve;10.
she becomes a “Nimir‑Ra” (leopard queen). The book
heavily explores polyamory, pack dynamics, and psychic
bonds. It is a pivotal novel that divided some longtime fans
but also attracted a new audience.
Cerulean Sins (2003) – New vampires and political11.
intrigue. Anita must protect the vampire council from a
rogue power while managing her multiplying romantic
relationships. The tone is more sensual and introspective.
Incubus Dreams (2004) – A direct sequel to Cerulean12.
Sins. The crime plot involves a serial killer targeting
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strippers, but the primary focus is Anita’s struggle to
balance her human identity with her growing supernatural
heritage.
Micah (2006) – A shorter novel centered on Anita’s13.
relationship with Micah, the leopard king. The book
explores their emotional bond against the backdrop of a
hunt for a rogue shapeshifter.
Danse Macabre (2006) – The “ardeur” (a sexually14.
charged feeding compulsion) becomes a major plot point.
Anita must navigate a high‑stakes vampire dance
competition and diplomatic crisis between European
vampires.
The Harlequin (2007) – Anita and her team face a secret15.
vampire police force known as the Harlequin. The action is
tighter, and the narrative returns to a more plot‑driven
mystery format.
Blood Noir (2008) – A road trip novel where Anita, Jason,16.
and Jean‑Claude travel to North Carolina to help Jason with
a family crisis. Secrets about the ardeur and the triumvirate
are revealed.

The Later Novels: Politics,
Power, and New Faces

(Books 17–28+)
In the later entries, the series evolves into a sprawling epic of
supernatural politics, with Anita’s personal life as complex as the
court she serves. Here is the complete Anita Blake series order
from 2009 onward.

Skin Trade (2009) – Anita teams up with Edward again,17.
this time in Las Vegas, to stop a vampire serial killer. The
book mixes old‑school horror tension with new emotional
dynamics.
Flirt (2010) – A novella‑length installment. A lover from18.
Anita’s past re‑enters her life, threatening her current
relationships. The story is a character study in jealousy and
trust.
Bullet (2010) – A longer, more complex novel. Anita must19.
confront a master vampire who challenges her authority,
while dealing with the fallout of her expanding ménage.
Hit List (2011) – The second novel co‑written with a focus20.
on the serial killer known as “the Mother of All Darkness.”
The plot revisits themes from Obsidian Butterfly.
Kiss the Dead (2012) – A modern vampire uprising and a21.
rogue federal agent force Anita to use all her political
connections. The book marks a shift toward more federal
and bureaucratic intrigue.
Affliction (2013) – A zombie plague threatens the city.22.
Anita must combine her necromancy skills with detective
work to stop an outbreak that blurs the line between living
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and dead.
Jason (2014) – A novella focusing on the former werewolf23.
Jason Schuyler. It provides a side perspective on the Anita
Blake universe, exploring his romantic life and wolf pack
duty.
Dead Ice (2015) – Anita deals with a series of murders24.
that seem connected to illegal zombie trafficking. The novel
also dives into the legal ramifications of raising the dead.
Crimson Death (2016) – Anita travels to Ireland with25.
Damien and other vampires to confront a powerful new evil
that threatens the European vampire council.
Serpentine (2018) – A deep exploration of the26.
serpent‑shifter powers and Anita’s connection to the
“Mother of Darkness” entity. The book includes significant
world‑building about old world monsters.
Sucker Punch (2020) – A murder case with racial and27.
political undertones. Anita must solve a crime in a small
town while dealing with a new, power‑hungry vampire.
Rafael (2021) – The latest full novel (as of early 2025)28.
centers on the rat king Rafael and his quest for a sacred
artifact. Anita serves as a supporting character in this more
focused story, though her presence is felt throughout.

Additionally,  there  are  several  short  story  collections  and
novellas. Swallowing Darkness (2008) and Apocalypse (2022) are
notable. For completeness, the chronological order of all content
is best tracked through official lists, but the primary novels above
represent the essential Anita Blake series in order.

WHY FOLLOW THE ANITA BLAKE SERIES IN ORDER?

Reading the Anita Blake series in order is not just a matter of
convenience—it is essential for understanding the progression of
the protagonist’s powers, relationships, and moral code. Hamilton
built a world where every book builds upon the previous one.
Character  arcs  for  Richard,  Jean‑Claude,  Edward,  and  Anita
herself are cumulative. The emotional payoff of later events, such
as Anita’s acceptance of her succubus‑like ardeur, is meaningless
without the foundation laid in earlier books like The Killing Dance
and Narcissus in Chains.
Moreover, the series contains many callbacks and continuity
nods. A seemingly minor character from Guilty Pleasures might
reappear in Dead Ice with a crucial role. The political landscape of
vampires,  werewolves,  and  federal  agencies  changes
dramatically across the timeline. Jumping into the middle would
be like starting a television series in season five: you could enjoy
it, but you would miss the layers.

Reading Tips for
Newcomers

Start with Book 1: Even if you find the early writing a bit
dated, Guilty Pleasures establishes the voice and world.
Use it as a stepping stone.
Be Patient with the Shift: The series moves from
horror‑detective to erotic‑urban‑fantasy around book 9. If
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you enjoy strong romance elements, later books will reward
you. If you prefer pure mystery, the first eight books are
your sweet spot.
Use a Reading Companion: Some fans create character
relationship charts to track the massive cast. This is
especially helpful after book 12.
Don’t Skip the Novellas: Micah, Jason, and Flirt are short
but add depth to secondary characters.

What Makes the Anita
Blake Series Unique?
The Anita Blake series in order reveals something rare in urban
fantasy: a protagonist who changes dramatically over time. Anita
begins  as  a  cynical,  ethical  executioner,  secure  in  her
black‑and‑white worldview. Over the course of the series, she is

forced to confront the gray areas of power, love, and violence.
Her necromancy, originally just a job, becomes a curse and then
a weapon. Her relationships evolve from hatred and mistrust to
intricate polyamorous bonds.
Hamilton’s  world  is  also notable for  its  realistic mythology.
Vampires  are  neither  romantic  heroes  nor  mindless
monsters—they are political  creatures bound by ancient  laws.
Werewolves are pack animals with complex hierarchies. Zombies
are tools, not characters. This grounded approach, combined with
intense emotional drama, keeps readers returning for more.
CONCLUSION: START YOUR JOURNEY THROUGH THE
ANITA BLAKE SERIES IN ORDER

Whether you are a first‑time explorer  of  St.  Louis’s  supernatural
underbelly or a veteran reader looking to organize your shelves,
knowing the Anita Blake series in order is your ticket to a truly
immersive reading experience. From the gritty detective work of


