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MASTERING YOUR SECURITY SYSTEM: THE COMPLETE
ADEMCO VISTA 40 PROGRAMMING GUIDE

For homeowners and security professionals alike,  the Ademco
Vista 40 remains a trusted workhorse in the world of residential
and light commercial security systems. Known for its reliability,
scalability,  and relatively straightforward interface, this control
panel  offers  a  robust  feature  set  that  can  be  tailored  to  a  wide
variety of security needs. However, to unlock its full potential,
you  need  to  understand  how  to  navigate  its  programming
environment.  This  comprehensive  Ademco  Vista  40
programming  guide  is  designed  to  walk  you  through  the
essential  steps,  key  commands,  and  best  practices  for
configuring  your  system.  Whether  you  are  a  do-it-yourself
homeowner or a technician looking for a refresher, this guide will
provide the clarity and detail you need to program your Vista 40
with confidence.

Understanding the Ademco
Vista 40 Control Panel
Before diving into the programming sequence, it is important to
appreciate what the Vista 40 offers. This panel supports up to 48
zones,  multiple  partitions,  and  a  variety  of  keypad  styles,
including  the  alphanumeric  models  that  make  programming
significantly  easier.  The  system  operates  on  a  menu-driven
structure for installer programming, which is accessed using a
specific  sequence  of  keystrokes.  The  programming  mode  allows
you  to  configure  zone  types,  entry  and  exit  delays,
communication settings for central station monitoring, and user
codes. A solid grasp of this foundational knowledge will make the
programming steps outlined in this guide far more intuitive.

Entering the Installer
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Programming Mode
The first step in any Ademco Vista 40 programming guide is
gaining access to the installer menu. This is the gateway to all
system  configuration  options.  To  enter  the  programming  mode,
you will need the installer code, which is typically set to 4112 at
the  factory.  Perform the  following  steps  on  an  alphanumeric
keypad:

Press and hold the [*] and [#] keys simultaneously for1.
approximately two seconds.
The keypad will beep, and the display may prompt you to2.
enter the installer code.
Enter the default installer code: 4112. If this code has been3.
changed by a previous installer, you will need that new
code to proceed.
Once entered, the keypad will display "Installer4.
Programming" or a similar menu prompt, confirming you
are now in the programming environment.

If  you are using a fixed-word keypad,  the process is  similar,  but
the feedback will be provided via LED indicators rather than text
prompts.  For  the  most  efficient  programming  experience,  an
alphanumeric  keypad  is  highly  recommended.

Navigating the
Programming Menu
Structure
The Vista 40 programming menu is organized into a series of
numbered fields. Each field corresponds to a specific function or
group of settings. You navigate by entering the field number you
wish to edit. The system uses a straightforward command set:

To go to a specific field: Enter the field number (e.g.,
1*56) and press [*]. The system will acknowledge the field.
To change a setting within a field: Enter the new data
and press [*] to save.
To exit a field without saving: Do not press [*] after
entering data; instead, press [*] again to clear the entry.
To exit programming mode: Press [*] until the keypad
returns to the idle display, or enter field 99 and press [*].
This will save all changes and exit.

Understanding this navigation logic is crucial. It is a loop-based
system,  meaning  if  you  reach  the  end  of  the  fields,  it  will  wrap
back  to  the  beginning.  Do  not  be  alarmed  if  you  see  a  field
number  you  did  not  expect;  simply  navigate  to  the  correct  field
using the steps above.
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Setting the Date and Time
Accurate date and time settings are essential for proper event
logging and scheduled arming features. This is often one of the
first  tasks  performed  after  entering  programming  mode.  While
you can set the clock from the user menu, it is also configurable
within installer programming.
To set the time and date from the user level (which is often the
most straightforward method after initial programming):

Enter your master user code (default is 1234).1.
Press the [*] key.2.
Press [4] for System Test or a similar menu option,3.
depending on your keypad version.
Select the option to set the time and date, following the4.
prompts to enter the current hour, minute, month, day, and
year.

Within the installer programming, the time and date are generally
set in a system-specific field. Refer to your field list for the exact
field  number,  but  a  common  approach  is  to  use  the  user  menu
after programming is complete. Ensuring the clock is correct will
help you accurately review alarm history and schedule automatic
arming and disarming.

Programming Zones: The
Heart of Your Security
System
Zones are the individual detection points of your system, such as
door  contacts,  motion  sensors,  and  glass  break  detectors.
Programming zones correctly is perhaps the most critical part of
any Ademco Vista 40 programming guide. Each zone must
be assigned a zone type, a response time, and a descriptive text
label.

ZONE TYPES

The Vista 40 supports a wide range of zone types. Selecting the
correct one determines how the system responds when the zone
is faulted. Common zone types include:

Type 01 (Entry/Exit 1): Used for the main entry door. It
provides a fixed entry delay and an adjustable exit delay.
Type 02 (Entry/Exit 2): Similar to Type 01 but with a
shorter entry delay, often used for a secondary entry point
like a garage door.
Type 03 (Perimeter): Used for interior doors and
windows. An instant alarm if faulted when the system is
armed.
Type 04 (Interior, Follower): Used for motion detectors
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in areas that may be traversed during entry delay. It waits
for the entry delay to expire before reporting an alarm.
Type 05 (Trouble Day/Alarm Night): Produces a trouble
beep during the day if activated and an alarm at night.
Type 07 (24-Hour Silent): Always active, with no audible
alarm. Ideal for panic buttons.
Type 08 (24-Hour Audible): Always active, with a loud
siren. Ideal for fire or smoke detectors.
Type 09 (Supervisory): Used for devices that need
monitoring, such as a sprinkler flow switch.

ZONE PROGRAMMING STEPS

To  program  a  specific  zone,  you  will  need  to  enter  the  zone
programming  field.  For  example,  to  program zone  1,  you  would
enter  field  1*56  (this  is  an  example  field;  always  check  your
specific  panel's  field  map).  Within  this  field,  you  will  enter  data
that defines the zone attributes:

Zone Type: Enter the two-digit zone type code (e.g., 03 for1.
Perimeter).
Partition Assignment: Enter the partition number (1 for a2.
single partition system).
Zone Number: This is often preset, but you confirm the3.
zone being programmed.
Input Type: Specify whether the zone is hardwired (EOLR),4.
normally closed, or using a wireless transmitter.
Loop Number: For wireless zones, specify the transmitter5.
loop (1 for the main sensor, 2 for a secondary sensor on the
same transmitter).

After entering all the data for a single zone, press [*] to save and
advance to the next zone. Continue this process for every zone
on your system. Labeling each zone with a descriptive text (field
1*80  for  zone  descriptors)  will  make  user  operation  much
simpler. Use names like "Front Door" or "Living Room Motion" for
clarity.

Setting Up Partitions
The Vista 40 supports up to four partitions, allowing you to divide
the premises into independently controlled areas. This is ideal for
multi-tenant buildings, or for separating a home into main living
areas and a garage or workshop. Each partition can have its own
arming schedule, user codes, and keypad.
To  program partitions,  you  will  need  to  assign  zones  to  specific
partitions as described in the previous section. Additionally, you
will  configure partition-specific settings in their  respective fields.
Key partition settings include:

Partition Master Code: A unique master code for each
partition (field 1*01 for partition 1, etc.).
Partition Arming Schedule: Set auto-arm and auto-
disarm times for each partition (field 1*41 series).
Partition Keypad Assignment: Assign each keypad to a
specific partition (field 2*00 series).

When setting up multiple partitions, careful planning is essential.
Consider how common areas will be accessed and whether users
should have access to multiple partitions. The system allows for
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global  arming  actions  that  can  arm  or  disarm  all  partitions
simultaneously, which is a convenient feature for closing a large
facility at the end of the day.

Configuring Communication
and Central Station
Reporting
One of the primary reasons for installing a security system is to
ensure that alarms are reported to a monitoring station. The Vista
40 supports both Contact ID and 4+2 reporting formats, which
are the industry standards. To program communication, you will
enter  the  central  station's  phone  numbers  and  account
information.
Key communication fields include:

Field 2*01 and 2*02: Primary and secondary central
station phone numbers. Enter the phone number exactly as
needed for your premises (including an initial digit like 9 if
required for an outside line).
Field 1*80 (or similar): Account number for each
partition. This is a four-digit number that identifies your
account to the central station.
Field 2*03: Reporting format (Contact ID is highly
recommended for its speed and reliability).
Field 2*10 and 2*11: Programming for communication

test times. These fields dictate how often the panel sends a
test signal to the central station (usually every 24 hours).

After programming the communication settings, it is imperative
to perform a communication test. This can be done from the user
menu by selecting "Test" and then "Communicator Test." Wait for
the  central  station  to  confirm  they  received  the  test  signal.
Without a successful communication test, your system will not be
monitored effectively.

Customizing Keypad
Functions and User Codes
The user experience of your security system hinges on how well
the keypads and user codes are configured. This section of your
Ademco Vista 40 programming guide will help you create a
user-friendly environment for the occupants.

USER CODES

User codes allow individuals to arm and disarm the system. The
Vista 40 supports up to 48 user codes. User number 1 is always
the  Master  Code,  which  has  the  authority  to  add,  delete,  or
change other user codes. To program a new user code from an
alpha keypad, use the following steps:

Enter the Master Code and press [*].1.
Press [5] for User Codes.2.
Enter the user number (02-48) and press [*].3.
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Enter the new four-digit code and press [*].4.
If the system prompts you for user attributes, you can5.
assign authority levels (e.g., Arm Only, Full Access) at this
point.

From the installer  programming mode,  you can also set  user
codes  en  masse,  but  the  user  menu  method  is  often  more
practical for day-to-day management.

KEYPAD PROGRAMMING

Keypads on the Vista 40 can be customized to control  which
features are available at each location. For example, a keypad
near an entry door might be programmed to allow full security
functions, while a keypad in a child's bedroom might only allow
arming.  Keypad  options  are  programmed  in  field  2*00  series.
Common  settings  include:

Keypad Partition Assignment: Ensures the keypad
controls the correct partition.


