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INTRODUCTION

Few  s to r i e s  have
c a p t u r e d  t h e
i m a g i n a t i o n  o f
audiences  quite  like
Lewis  Carroll’s  Alice’s
A d v e n t u r e s  i n
Wonderland.  From  its
whimsical  characters
to its surreal logic, the
tale has been adapted
into  countless  films,
bal lets,  and,  most
n o t a b l y ,  s t a g e
p r o d u c t i o n s .  F o r
d i rec to r s ,  d rama
teachers,  and  theater
enthusiasts,  finding  or
crafting  the  perfect
Alice In Wonderland
theater  script  is  a

crucial step in bringing
this dreamlike world to
life.  Whether  you  are
staging  a  large-scale
p r o f e s s i o n a l
performance or a small
community  play,  the
script  serves  as  the
bluepr int  for  your
journey  down  the
rabbit hole. This article
explores  the  essential
e l e m e n t s  o f  a
compelling  adaptation,
offers  guidance  on
writing  or  selecting  a
script,  and  provides
prac t i ca l  t i ps  f o r
e n s u r i n g  y o u r
p r o d u c t i o n  i s  a s
magical  as  Carroll’s
original  story.
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THE TIMELESS
APPEAL OF ALICE
IN WONDERLAND

ON STAGE

Why  does  Al ice  in
Wonderland  continue
to  be  a  favorite  for
theatrical  productions?
The answer  lies  in  its
inherent  theatricality.
The  story  is  episodic,
filled  with  odd
characters,  abrupt
t r a n s i t i o n s ,  a n d
fantastical  settings
that  beg  for  creative
staging.  A  well-written
Alice In Wonderland
theater  script  allows
directors to experiment
w i t h  p u p p e t r y ,
projection,  music,  and
phys ica l  comedy.
M o r e o v e r ,  t h e
narrative’s  themes  of
curiosity,  identity,  and
the  absurdity  of  rules
resonate  with  both
children  and  adults.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
adapting  the  original

book  or  drawing  from
popular  film  versions,
the script must capture
t h e  e s s e n c e  o f
Wonderland:  a  place
where logic is inverted
and every creature has
a peculiar,  memorable
voice.
Another  reason for  its
stage popularity is the
flexibility  of  the  source
material. Carroll’s work
is in the public domain,
meaning  writers  and
directors  can  freely
adapt  and  reinterpret
the story. This freedom
allows for diverse takes
o n  t h e  A l i c e  I n
Wonderland  theater
script, from traditional
p e r i o d  p i e c e s  t o
modern,  minimalist
interpretations.  The
key is to preserve the
core  spirit  of  wonder
and  wordplay  while
making the script work
for a live audience.
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UNDERSTANDING
THE ELEMENTS OF
A QUALITY ALICE
IN WONDERLAND

THEATER SCRIPT

Not every adaptation is
created  equal .  To
produce  a  memorable
performance,  your
script  must  balance
faithful characters with
pract i ca l  s tag ing
needs.  Below  are  the
critical  components  to
consider.

Character
Adaptatio
ns and
Dialogue
The  characters  in
Wonderland are iconic,
but they must be more
than  caricatures  on
stage. A good Alice In
Wonderland  theater

script  g ives  each
character  dist inct
speech  patterns  and
motivations.  Al ice
herse l f  shou ld  be
curious, grounded, and
r e l a t a b l e — t h e
audience’s  anchor  in
the  chaos.  The  White
Rabbit  must  convey
perpetual  anxiety,
while  the  Mad  Hatter
a n d  M a r c h  H a r e
require  a  rhythm  of
nonsensical banter that
sti l l  lands  comedic
beats. Dialogue should
preserve  Carrol l ’s
playful  language  but
be tailored for actors to
deliver  clearly.  Avoid
o v e r l y  l o n g
monologues  unless
they serve a dramatic
purpose,  such  as  the
M o c k  T u r t l e ’ s
melancholy  or  the
Caterpillar’s  cryptic
advice.
Consider  providing  a
smal l  cast  opt ion:
some  scripts  al low
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actors  to  double  as
multiple  characters.
Fo r  examp le ,  t he
C h e s h i r e  C a t ,
Dormouse,  and  the
Cook  could  be  played
by the same performer
with  simple  costume
c h a n g e s .  T h i s
efficiency  is  especially
valuable  for  school
productions  or  touring
shows.

Scene
Structure
and
Pacing
The  or ig ina l  book
meanders  through
episodes,  but  theater
demands  a  clearer
dramatic  arc.  While
you  can  preserve  the
episodic  nature,  your
Alice In Wonderland
theater script  should

h a v e  a  c e n t r a l
throughline:  Alice’s
g r o w t h  f r o m  a
c o n f u s e d  g i r l  t o
someone  who  stands
up  to  the  Queen  of
Hearts.  Each  scene
should  either  advance
t h i s  g r o w t h  o r
showcase  a  distinct
t h e m e .  P a c i n g  i s
crucial; scenes like the
Caucus  Race  can  be
brisk,  while  the  Trial
scene  should  build
tens ion.  Cons ider
cutt ing  less  iconic
chapters  (like  the  Pig
and  Pepper  sequence
can be condensed) and
ensuring  the  script
runs between 60 to 90
minutes  for  a  typical
youth  or  community
production.

Incorpora
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ting
Music
and

Spectacle
Many successful  stage
adaptations  include
s o n g s .  W h i l e  n o t
mandatory,  musical
elements can enhance
t h e  w h i m s i c a l
atmosphere.  If  your
Alice In Wonderland
theater script is non-
mus i ca l ,  a t  l eas t
incorporate  sound
effects,  rhythmic
c h a n t i n g ,  o r
underscore  during
s c e n e  c h a n g e s .
Spectacle—like  the
C h e s h i r e  C a t ’ s
disappearance  or  the
Card  Soldiers’  rigid
marching—can  be
achieved with low-tech
so lu t i ons :  c lever

lighting, quick costume
reveals,  or  shadow
puppetry.  The  script
should  offer  stage
directions that suggest
possibilities  without
b e i n g  o v e r l y
prescriptive,  allowing
the  director  creative
freedom.

Audience
Age and
Cast Size
Considera
tions
Are  you  writ ing  for
elementary  school
children,  high  school
d rama  c lubs ,  o r  a
professional  adult
company? The Alice In
Wonderland  theater
script must match the
skills of your actors. A
children’s  production
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m i g h t  s i m p l i f y
language  and  reduce
the  runtime,  whereas
an  adult  production
can  explore  darker
themes  of  power  and
identity.  Cast  size  is
another factor: can you
cast  twenty actors,  or
j u s t  e i g h t ?  M a n y
published  scripts  offer
flexible  casting,  with
roles for as few as six
performers  (using
doubling)  or  as  many
as  thirty  (including  a
c h o r u s  o f  b i r d s ,
flowers,  or  playing
cards).  Always  check
the  script’s  casting
requirements  before
committing.

KEY SCENES TO
INCLUDE IN YOUR
ALICE IN
WONDERLAND
SCRIPT
ADAPTATION

Any faithful adaptation
should  include  the

m o s t  m e m o r a b l e
moments.  Here  is  a
suggested  sequence
for a balanced Alice In
Wonderland  theater
script:

Down the
Rabbit Hole:
The opening
scene sets the
stage. Alice’s fall
can be depicted
with projections,
a long piece of
fabric, or
acrobatic
movement. This
sequence
establishes the
transition from
the ordinary to
the absurd.
The Pool of
Tears: A
physical comedy
scene where
Alice grows
enormous and
shrinks again.
This allows for
visual gags and
ensemble work
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with animals.
The Caucus
Race: A lively
group scene that
introduces the
Dodo and the
concept of “all
winners.” Perfect
for involving a
large cast.
Advice from a
Caterpillar: A
philosophical
exchange that
tests Alice’s
patience. The
Caterpillar’s
hookah can be
simplified (e.g.,
using a bubble
pipe) and the
“Who are you?”
exchange is
essential.
The Mad Tea
Party: Arguably
the centerpiece.
The chaotic
banter between
Hatter, March
Hare, and
Dormouse is a

highlight. The
scene should feel
restless and
nonsensical, with
the characters
constantly
shifting seats.
The Queen’s
Croquet
Ground:
Introduce the
volatile Queen of
Hearts and her
“Off with their
heads!” refrain.
The flamingo and
hedgehog
croquet offers
physical humor.
The Trial: Build
tension with the
Knave accused of
stealing tarts.
Alice grows to
her full size and
defies the
Queen, leading
to the dramatic
climax.
The
Awakening:
Provide a
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satisfying
ending—either
Alice wakes up in
her sister’s lap,
or the dream
remains
ambiguous.
Avoid abrupt
endings; allow
the audience a
moment of
reflection.

TIPS FOR WRITING
OR CHOOSING AN
ALICE IN
WONDERLAND
THEATER SCRIPT

W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
draf t ing  your  own
a d a p t a t i o n  o r
purchasing  one,  keep
these best practices in
mind.

Balancing
Original

Text with
Creative
License
Purists  may  want  a
word-for-word rendition
of  Carroll’s  dialogue,
but  theater  benefits
from  condensation.
Y o u r  A l i c e  I n
Wonderland  theater
script should preserve
k e y  p h r a s e s
( “ C u r i o u s e r  a n d
curiouser”;  “We’re  all
mad  here” )  wh i l e
smoothing  out  overly
verbose  passages.
Don’ t  be  af ra id  to
invent new scenes that
serve  the  story—the
original  book  lacks  a
strong  antagonist,  so
you  might  give  the
Queen  more  stage
time. However, respect
the tone; avoid modern
slang that feels jarring.
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Accessibil
ity for
Communi
ty or
School
Productio
ns
If you are writing for a
school,  keep language
age-appropriate. Break
down  long  speeches
into shorter exchanges.
I n c l u d e  s t a g e
directions that indicate
simple  staging:  “The
Cheshire Cat’s grin is a
l ight -up  mask”  or
“Alice  uses  mime  to
show  she’s  growing.”
Also,  consider  the
number  o f  female
roles. The original story

is female-heavy (Alice,
Queen,  Duchess),  but
you can change gender
of  minor  characters
(e.g.,  the  Mad  Hatter
can  be  female )  to
balance  casting.

Legal
Considera
tions and
Public
Domain
Lewis Carroll’s  original
text  is  public  domain
worldwide.  However,
m a n y  p u b l i s h e d
adaptations (especially
those  con ta in ing
o r ig ina l  songs  o r
modern  dialogue)  are
copyrighted. If you buy
a  script,  ensure  you
obtain  performance
rights  unless  you  are
staging  a  purely  non-



10

10 Alice In Wonderland Theater
Script

2023-01-28

commercial  reading.  If
you write a completely
original  adaptation,
you own the copyright.
Always  attribute  the
source  material  as
“based on the works of
Lewis Carroll.”

WHERE TO FIND
READY-MADE
ALICE IN
WONDERLAND
THEATER SCRIPTS

If  writing from scratch
seems daunting, many
excel lent  Alice  In
Wonderland  theater
script  options  exist
onl ine.  Reputable
sources  include:

Dramatic
Publishing:
Offers a popular
version by Anne
Coulter Martens,
suitable for
elementary to
middle school.
Pioneer Drama
Service:

Provides various
adaptations,
including
musicals and
short plays.
Eldridge Plays
& Musicals:
Known for
flexible casting
and simple sets.
Royalty-free
scripts: Some
websites like
Freedrama or
Playscripts, Inc.
have public
domain
adaptations that
can be
performed
without licensing
fees.

Always  read  sample
pages  to  check  the
wr i t i ng  s ty le  and
l e n g t h .  C o m p a r e
several  scripts  to  find
one that fits your vision
and resources.
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HOW TO ADAPT
THE SCRIPT FOR
DIFFERENT
PERFORMANCE

SPACES

A n  A l i c e  I n
Wonderland  theater
s c r i p t  m u s t  b e
versatile.  If  you  are
p e r f o r m i n g  o n  a
traditional  proscenium
stage, you can rely on
drops  and  wings.  For
theater-in-the-round or
black  box  spaces,  the
s c r i p t  s h o u l d
emphasize  movement
and objects that can be
seen  from  all  angles.
Consider these tips:

Black box: Use
minimal set
pieces (chairs,
tables, a large
drape) and let
actors create
locations through
mime and
dialogue.
Outdoor or

site-specific: If
the performance
is in a garden,
adapt scenes to
use natural
features—a
hedge becomes
the Queen’s
maze, a bench
becomes a
mushroom.
Small casts:
Rewrite
ensemble scenes
so that two
actors can play
multiple roles
through quick
changes. For
example, the
same actor can
do the Caterpillar
and the Knight.

F l ex ib i l i t y  i n  t he
s c r i p t ’ s  s t a g e
directions  will  make
your  life  easier.  Look
fo r  l anguage  l i ke
“optional” or  “may be
cut” that demonstrates
t h e  a u t h o r ’ s
unders tand ing  o f
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adaptation  needs.

CONCLUSION

T h e  w o r l d  o f
Wonderland  offers
limitless  possibilities
for  theater  makers.
Whether you choose to
craft your own Alice In
Wonderland  theater
script  or  select  from
the  many  available
adaptations, the key is
to  honor  the  story’s
spirit  while  tailoring it
t o  y o u r  u n i q u e

production.  Focus  on
character  c lar i ty ,
engaging  pacing,  and
practical  staging.  With
a  thoughtful  script,
your cast and crew can
create  a  performance
that  leaves  audiences
feeling just  as curious
and enchanted as Alice
herself. So gather your
a c t o r s ,  l e t  y o u r
imagination  run  wild,
a n d  r e m e m b e r :
sometimes  the  best
way  to  find  sense  is
through  nonsense.


