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GETTING STARTED WITH YOUR
PIONEER DEH 1300MP
INSTALLATION

Installing a new car stereo can transform
your  dai ly  commute  into  a  more
enjoyable experience. The Pioneer DEH
1300MP  is  a  reliable  and  affordable
single-DIN  receiver  that  offers  CD
playback, MP3 compatibility, and AM/FM

radio.  If  you  have  recently  purchased
this  unit  or  are  planning  to  swap  out
your  factory  radio,  you  have  made  a
solid  choice.  However,  before  you can
enjoy your favourite playlists, you need
to  get  the  unit  properly  fitted  into  your
vehicle.  This  Pioneer  DEH  1300MP
installation guide will walk you through
every  step,  f rom  gather ing  the
necessary  tools  to  testing  your  new
stereo.  Whether  you  are  a  seasoned
DIYer  or  a  first-time  installer,  following
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these  steps  will  help  you  achieve  a
clean,  professional  result  without
unnecessary  frustration.

WHY CHOOSE THE PIONEER DEH
1300MP?

Before  diving  into  the  installation
process,  it  helps  to  understand  what
makes this model a popular option. The
Pioneer  DEH  1300MP  is  designed  for
straightforward  functionality,  making  it
an excellent choice for drivers who want
improved sound quality without a steep
learning  curve.  It  features  a  built-in
MOSFET  50-watt  amplifier,  which
provides  clear  audio  output  even  at
higher volumes. The front auxiliary input
allows  you  to  connect  portable  music
players, and the CD player supports MP3
and  WMA  files  burned  onto  discs.  Its

simple  interface  and  blue  illumination
make it easy to use while driving. More
importantly for this guide, the wiring and
mounting  system  are  standardised,
making  the  physical  instal lation
manageable for most vehicle types.

TOOLS, MATERIALS, AND SAFETY
PREPARATION

A  successful  installation  depends  on
being  properly  prepared.  Trying  to
improvise halfway through often leads to
damaged  wires,  scratched  dashboard
panels, or an improperly secured stereo.
Before you begin,  gather the following
items so that you can work efficiently.
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Essential Tools
for the Job

Phillips-head and flat-head
screwdrivers – These are needed
for removing dashboard screws
and prying off trim panels.
Wire strippers and crimpers –
Used to strip insulation from wires
and attach crimp connectors
securely.
Electrical tape or heat shrink
tubing – Provides insulation for
exposed wire connections to
prevent short circuits.
Panel removal tool or trim pry
tool – Helps release factory clips
without damaging the dashboard.

Socket wrench set – Useful for
removing bolts that secure the
factory stereo bracket.
Multimeter or test light – Allows
you to confirm which wires carry
constant 12V power, switched
power, and ground.

Components You
Will Need

Pioneer DEH 1300MP stereo
unit – Ensure you have the full
package including the trim ring
and mounting sleeve.
Dash kit or mounting bracket –
Required for most vehicles to
adapt a single-DIN aftermarket
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radio to the factory opening.
Wiring harness adapter – Plugs
directly into your vehicle's factory
connector, saving you from cutting
the original wires.
Antenna adapter – Needed if
your car uses a different antenna
plug than the standard size found
on the Pioneer unit.

Safety First
Disconnect the negative battery terminal
before  doing  any  electrical  work.  This
eliminates the risk of short circuits and
protects  both  you  and  the  vehicle's
electronics.  Wait  at  least  ten  minutes
after disconnecting the battery to allow
any residual charge in the airbag system
capacitors  to  dissipate.  If  your  vehicle

has a security code for the factory radio,
make  sure  you  have  the  code  or  a
backup plan before disconnecting power.

REMOVING THE FACTORY STEREO

With  your  tools  assembled  and  the
battery  disconnected,  you  can  begin
removing  the  factory  radio.  The  exact
method varies between vehicles, but the
basic  steps  are  similar  across  most
makes and models. Patience is important
here  because  forcing  trim  pieces  can
result  in  broken  clips  or  scratched
surfaces.

Locate and
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Remove Trim
Panels
Most vehicles have a plastic trim bezel
surrounding  the  radio  and  climate
controls.  Use  a  panel  removal  tool  to
gently  pry  the  trim  away  from  the
dashboard.  Start  at  a  seam  or  edge,
working your way around until the trim
piece  comes  free.  If  you  encounter
resistance, check for hidden screws that
might be holding the trim in place. Once
the trim is removed, set it aside in a safe
location where it will not get scratched.

Unscrew the
Factory Radio
After the trim is out of the way, you will
see several screws or bolts securing the
factory  rad io  bracket .  Use  the
appropriate  screwdriver  or  socket
wrench  to  remove  these  fasteners.
Carefully slide the factory stereo out of
the dashboard opening. You may need to
disconnect  the  wiring  harness  and
antenna cable from the back of the unit.
Take note of how the factory harness is
connected, as this might help you later
when connecting your new wiring.
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Identify the
Wiring
Once the factory radio is free, examine
the wiring harness.  If  you are using a
harness adapter, plug it into the vehicle
side. This adapter will  have bare wires
on the other end that you will connect to
the Pioneer harness. If you must cut the
factory  connector,  leave  enough  wire
length  to  allow  for  a  clean  splice.
However,  using  an  adapter  is  strongly
recommended because it makes future
removals  easier  and  preserves  the
original  wiring  integrity.

WIRING THE PIONEER DEH

1300MP HARNESS

The wiring stage is the most critical part
of the installation. A mistake here can
lead to a dead stereo, blown fuses, or
even damage to the unit.  The Pioneer
DEH  1300MP  comes  with  a  dedicated
wiring harness that uses standard colour
codes.  Matching these colours  to  your
vehicle wires or harness adapter ensures
proper  power,  ground,  and  speaker
connections.

Standard Pioneer
Wire Colour
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Codes
Yellow – Constant 12V battery
power. This wire maintains
memory for presets and clock
settings.
Red – Switched 12V ignition
power. The stereo turns on and off
with the ignition key.
Black – Ground connection. Must
be connected to a clean metal
chassis ground point.
Blue/White – Power antenna or
amplifier turn-on lead. Provides
12V output when the stereo is on.
Orange/White –
Illumination/dimmer wire.
Connects to the vehicle's lighting
circuit to dim the display with the

dashboard lights.
Gray – Right front speaker positive
(+) and Gray/Black negative (-).
White – Left front speaker positive
(+) and White/Black negative (-).
Violet – Right rear speaker
positive (+) and Violet/Black
negative (-).
Green – Left rear speaker positive
(+) and Green/Black negative (-).

Connecting the
Wires
Strip  about  half  an  inch  of  insulation
from  the  end  of  each  wire  you  are
connecting.  Using  crimp connectors  or
solder, join the corresponding wires from



8

8 Pioneer Deh 1300mp Installation Guide 2024-09-17

the  Pioneer  harness  to  your  adapter
harness. If you are working without an
adapter,  connect  the  Pioneer  wires
directly to the vehicle wires based on the
colour  codes.  Wrap  each  connection
securely with electrical tape or cover it
with heat shrink tubing. Take your time
to ensure each joint is solid because a
loose connection can cause intermittent
sound or power loss.
For the ground wire (black), attach it to a
metal bolt on the vehicle chassis. Some
installers connect to the factory ground
location if available. Ensure the contact
point  is  free  of  paint,  rust,  or  dirt  to
guarantee a good electrical path.

Connecting the
Antenna
Plug the antenna cable from your vehicle
into the antenna port on the back of the
Pioneer  DEH 1300MP.  If  the connector
does  not  fit,  you  will  need  an  adapter
that  bridges  the  factory  plug  to  the
standard Motorola-type connector. Most
auto parts stores carry these adapters
for common vehicle brands.

MOUNTING THE STEREO AND
FINALISING THE INSTALLATION

With the wiring complete, it  is time to
physically  install  the  Pioneer  unit  into
the dashboard. This step requires careful
attention  to  ensure  the  stereo  sits  flush
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and  does  not  interfere  with  other
dashboard  components.

Preparing the
Mounting Sleeve
The Pioneer DEH 1300MP uses a metal
mounting  sleeve  that  slides  into  the
dash opening. Remove the sleeve from
the  stereo  chassis  by  pressing  the
release tabs and sliding it  off. Insert the
sleeve into the dash kit or directly into
the dashboard opening, then bend the
metal tabs outward to secure it in place.
Use  a  flat-head  screwdriver  to  push  the
tabs firmly against the inner edge of the
dash. If your vehicle requires a mounting
bracket, attach it to the sleeve according
to the dash kit instructions before sliding

it into position.

Sliding the
Stereo In
Connect the wiring harness and antenna
cable to  the back of  the Pioneer  unit.
Carefully  slide  the  stereo  into  the
mounted sleeve until  it  clicks  securely
into  place.  Do  not  force  the  unit  if  it
meets  resistance;  check  for  tangled
wires  or  a  misaligned  sleeve.  Once
seated, attach the trim ring that came
with  the  stereo  to  cover  the  gap
between  the  unit  and  the  dashboard.
This  gives  the  installation  a  finished,
factory-like  appearance.
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Reinstalling
Dashboard Trim
Snap the  factory  trim panel  back  into
place around the new stereo. Make sure
all edges are flush and that no wires are
pinched  between  the  trim  and  the
dashboard.  Tighten  any  screws  you
removed  earlier,  being  careful  not  to
overtighten and crack the plastic.

TESTING YOUR NEW PIONEER
DEH 1300MP

Now  comes  the  rewarding  part .
Reconnect the negative battery terminal
and turn the ignition to  the accessory
position. Press the power button on the
stereo. The display should light up, and

you  should  hear  sound  through  your
speakers. Perform the following checks
to  confirm  everything  is  working
correctly.

Verify that all four speakers
produce sound. Adjust the balance
and fader settings to test each
channel individually.
Check that the radio tuner picks up
FM and AM stations clearly. If
reception is weak, ensure the
antenna cable is fully connected.
Insert a CD or MP3 disc and
confirm playback. Test the skip,
pause, and eject functions.
Turn the vehicle's headlights on
and off to verify that the dimmer
wire is working if you connected it.
The display brightness should
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change accordingly.
Cycle the ignition off and on to
confirm that the stereo powers off
and on as expected and that
preset radio stations are retained.

I f  any  function  does  not  work  as
expected,  turn  off  the  stereo  and
disconnect  the  battery  again.  Double-
check  your  wir ing  connect ions,
especially  the  constant  and  switched
power wires. A multimeter can help you
verify voltage at the harness.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON
INSTALLATION ISSUES

Even  wi th  carefu l  preparat ion,
sometimes things  do  not  go  perfectly.
Here are some common problems and
their likely causes.

No power to the stereo.  Check the
fuse in the back of the Pioneer unit and
the vehicle fuse box. Ensure the yellow
and  red  wires  are  connected  to  the
correct power sources. The ground wire
must also be securely attached to bare
metal.
Sound  only  from one  side  or  one
speaker. This usually indicates a loose
or misconnected speaker wire. Recheck
the connections for the affected channel.
Also,  verify  that  the  speaker  itself  is
functioning.
Poor radio reception. Confirm that the
antenna  plug  is  fully  inserted.  If  you
used an adapter, try wiggling it to see if
reception  improves.  Sometimes  a
damaged antenna cable or aftermarket
window tint with metallic elements can
interfere with signals.
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Stereo turns off when the ignition is
off  but  loses  memory  settings.  This
means the yellow constant power wire is
not receiving battery voltage. Check its
connection and the corresponding fuse.
The display is too bright at night. If
you connected the orange/white dimmer
wire,  the  display  should  dim with  the
headlights.  If  it  remains  bright,  the
dimmer wire may not be connected to
the correct vehicle circuit. You can leave
it  unconnected  and  manually  adjust
brightness  in  the  settings,  if  available.

ENHANCING YOUR AUDIO
EXPERIENCE AFTER

INSTALLATION

Once  the  Pioneer  DEH  1300MP  is
installed,  you  can  fine-tune  the  audio
settings  to  suit  your  preferences.  The
unit  offers  basic  equaliser  presets,  bass
boos t ,  and  loudness  cont ro l s .
Experiment  with  these  settings  to
ach ieve  a  ba lanced  sound  that
complements your vehicle's acoustics. If
you  plan  to  add  external  amplifiers  or
subwoofers later, the blue/white remote
turn-on wire is  pre-wired and ready to
connect.  The  front  auxiliary  input  also
allows easy connection of smartphones
or MP


