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A LEGACY OF
FAITH AND
EDUCATION: THE
SISTERS OF NOTRE
DAME IN
CHARDON, OHIO

Nestled in the rolling
hills of Geauga County,
the presence of the
Sisters of Notre Dame
in Chardon, Ohio,
represents a profound
and enduring story of
faith, service, and
educational excellence.
For generations, this
religious community
has shaped the
spiritual and
intellectual landscape
of the region, creating

a legacy that extends
far beyond the walls of
their motherhouse. The
Sisters of Notre Dame
of Chardon are not

merely a religious
order; they are a
community of

educators, caregivers,
and spiritual mentors
whose influence has
touched countless
lives. Their journey
from a small
foundation in Germany
to a thriving center in
Northeast Ohio is a
testament to the power
of vision, resilience,
and unwavering
dedication to God and
neighbor.

Understanding their
role in Chardon


https://web1.enteraskincare.com/

requires exploring their
history, their charism,
and the profound
impact they continue
to have on the local
community and the
wider Church.

The story of the Sisters
of Notre Dame in
Chardon is inseparable
from the history of
Catholic education in
the United States.
These sisters have
been instrumental in
establishing and
maintaining a standard
of academic and
spiritual formation that
prioritizes the whole
person—mind, heart,
and soul. Their campus
in Chardon stands as a
beacon of hope and
learning, a place where
tradition meets the
evolving needs of
modern society. From
their early days of
teaching in parish
schools to their current
ministries of prayer,

retreat work, and elder
care, the Sisters of
Notre Dame remain a
vibrant and essential
part of the fabric of
Chardon, Ohio. This
article explores the rich
heritage, spiritual
foundation, and
enduring mission of
this remarkable
community.

THE HISTORICAL
ROOTS: FROM
GERMANY TO
CHARDON

To understand the
Sisters of Notre Dame
in Chardon, Ohio, one
must first look to their
origins in 19th-century
Germany. The
congregation was
founded in 1833 in
Coesfeld, Westphalia,
by Blessed Maria
Aloysia Lockert and
Bishop Clemens August
von Droste-Vischering.
The order was
established with a
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specific focus on the
education of poor
children and the
spiritual development
of young women. The
early sisters faced
tremendous
challenges, including
political unrest and
religious persecution,
but their commitment
to their mission never
wavered. By the late
1800s, the need for
Catholic educators in
the United States had
become acute, and the
Sisters of Notre Dame
answered the call.

The community’s
expansion into Ohio
was a direct response
to the growing
immigrant population
and the demand for
parochial education. In
1874, a small group of
sisters arrived in the
Cleveland diocese.
Over the following
decades, they
established a strong

presence, teaching in
numerous parishes and
eventually seeking a

central location to
serve as their
motherhouse and

novitiate. In 1928, they
acquired a beautiful
estate in Chardon,
Ohio, a property that
had originally been the
home of a prominent
local family. This site,
with its expansive
grounds and serene
setting, was ideal for a
religious community
dedicated to prayer,
work, and community
life. The property was
named the "Provincial
Center" and later
became the heart of
the Sisters of Notre
Dame in the region.

The decision to
establish their center
in Chardon was
strategic and
providential. The rural
setting offered the
peace and solitude



necessary for spiritual

formation and
community living,
while still being

accessible to the urban
centers of Cleveland
and Akron where many
of the sisters served.
The motherhouse on
Bainbridge Road
became a gathering
place for sisters
returning from their
various missions, a
place of renewal, and a
hub for administrative
operations. From this
base in Chardon, Ohio,
the Sisters of Notre
Dame expanded their

reach, founding
schools, retreat
centers, and social
service programs
throughout the diocese
and beyond. The
history of this
community is a story of
growth, adaptation,

and an unbroken chain
of faith that continues
to inspire.

MISSION AND
CHARISM:
EDUCATION AS A
MINISTRY OF HOPE

The core mission of the
Sisters of Notre Dame
in Chardon, Ohio, is
rooted in their charism
of "making known
God’'s goodness and
love to all." This
charism, articulated by
their foundress,
Blessed Maria Aloysia,
drives every aspect of
their ministry. For the
sisters, education is
not merely an
academic pursuit; it is
a sacred act of
formation that
recognizes the
inherent dignity of
every person. Their
approach to teaching
integrates intellectual
rigor with spiritual

depth, creating an
environment where
students are

encouraged to grow in
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wisdom, virtue, and
compassion. The
sisters believe that a
truly holistic education
prepares individuals
not only for successful
careers but for lives of
meaning and service.

Central to their mission
is a deep commitment
to the Catholic faith.
The Sisters of Notre
Dame in Chardon have
always emphasized the
importance of religious
education, sacramental
preparation, and
personal prayer. Their
schools are places
where the faith is lived,
not just taught.
Students participate in
Mass, service projects,
and retreats, all
designed to nurture a
personal relationship
with God. The sisters
themselves are models
of this faith life, living
in community and
dedicating their days
to prayer and work.

Their presence in
Chardon serves as a
constant reminder of
the values of humility,
simplicity, and joyful
service that are at the
heart of their charism.

In addition to formal
education, the mission
of the Sisters of Notre
Dame extends to

various forms of
pastoral care and
social outreach. In

Chardon, the sisters
have been involved in
parish ministry,
religious education
programs, and retreat
work. Their motto,
"With God, for all,"
encapsulates their
inclusive approach to
ministry. They seek to
meet the needs of the
community, whether
through teaching
children in the
classroom, caring for
the elderly in their
retirement community,
or offering spiritual



direction to those
seeking a deeper faith.
The mission of the
Sisters of Notre Dame
in Chardon, Ohio, is
dynamic and
responsive, always
seeking new ways to
embody God’s
goodness and love in a
changing world.

SPIRITUAL LIFE
AND DAILY
RHYTHM IN
CHARDON

The spiritual life for the
Sisters of Notre Dame
in Chardon, Ohio, is
built on a solid
foundation of daily
prayer, the Eucharist,
and community living.
The rhythm of their
day is structured to
prioritize time with
God, which in turn
fuels their ministry and
service. Each day
typically begins with
morning prayer and
meditation, followed by

the celebration of Mass
in their beautiful
chapel on the Chardon
campus. The sisters
gather several times a
day for communal
prayer, including the
Liturgy of the Hours,
which sanctifies the
hours of the day and
unites them with the
universal Church. This
deep life of prayer is
the source of their
strength and the
grounding for their
active apostolic work.

The chapel at the
Motherhouse in
Chardon is a sacred
space that holds deep
significance for the
community. It is a
place of silence,
contemplation, and
encounter with the
Divine. Sisters, guests,
and local community
members often come
to the chapel for
private prayer or to
participate in public
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liturgies. The spiritual
ambiance of the
campus is palpable,
offering a sanctuary
from the noise and
pace of modern life.
For the Sisters of Notre
Dame, prayer is not a
separate activity from
their work; it is the
very heart of their
vocation. They believe
that their effectiveness
in teaching, healing,
and serving flows
directly from their
intimacy with God.

Community living is
another essential
element of their
spiritual identity. The
sisters in Chardon live
together in a spirit of

mutual support,
respect, and joy. They
share meals,

recreation, and
common life, striving
to create a home
where each sister can
thrive. This community
life is a witness in

itself, demonstrating
that it is possible to
live a countercultural
life centered on Gospel
values. The bonds
formed among the
Sisters of Notre Dame
are deep and lasting,
providing a network of
support that sustains
them through the
challenges of life and
ministry. The spiritual
life of the Sisters of
Notre Dame in
Chardon, Ohio, is a
hidden treasure that
bears abundant fruit in
their service to the
Church and the world.

EDUCATIONAL
LEGACY: NOTRE
DAME
ELEMENTARY AND
BEYOND

Perhaps the most
visible manifestation of
the mission of the
Sisters of Notre Dame
in Chardon, Ohio, is
their commitment to



Catholic education. For
decades, the sisters
operated Notre Dame
Elementary School in
Chardon, a school that
became a cornerstone
of the community. This
school provided a
rigorous academic
curriculum infused with
Catholic values,
preparing generations
of students for success
in high school, college,
and life. The influence
of the sisters in the
classroom extended far
beyond the subject
matter; they instilled in
their students a love
for learning, a sense of
discipline, and a deep
appreciation for their
faith.

Notre Dame
Elementary was known
for its warm, family-like
atmosphere and its
dedicated staff. The
Sisters of Notre Dame
taught with a passion
that was infectious,

often going above and
beyond to meet the

needs of their
students. They
maintained high

standards of academic
excellence while also
fostering a nurturing
environment where
each child felt valued.
The school was a true
partnership between
the sisters, parents,
and the local parish
community. While the
school eventually
transitioned to lay
leadership and later
closed, its legacy lives
on in the countless
alumni who credit the
sisters with shaping
their character and
their faith.

Beyond Notre Dame
Elementary, the Sisters
of Notre Dame in
Chardon have been
involved in numerous
other educational
institutions throughout
the Cleveland diocese.
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ELDERLYeAND ed as
teachers, principals,
and administrators in
parish schools, high
schools, and even
colleges. Their
expertise in education
has been sought after
for decades, and they
have contributed
significantly to the
development  of
Catholic educational
philosophy and
practice. The spirit of
the Sisters of Notre
Dame continues to
influence education in
the region, even as
their direct role has
evolved. Their legacy is
one of quality
education grounded in
faith, a model that
continues to inspire
Catholic educators
today.

MINISTRIES OF
COMPASSION:
CARE FOR THE

VULNERABLE

In keeping with their
mission to make known
God’s goodness and
love, the Sisters of
Notre Dame in
Chardon, Ohio, have
developed ministries
that extend beyond the
classroom. One of the
most  significant  of
these is their care for
elderly and retired
sisters, as well as their
outreach to the
broader community.
The Chardon campus is
home to a dedicated
care center where
sisters in their later
years receive
compassionate,

professional care. This
facility reflects the
community’'s deep
respect for the dignity
of every person,
especially those who
have spent their lives
in service to God and



neighbor. The care
provided is holistic,
attending to the
physical, emotional,
and spiritual needs of
each sister.

This ministry of elder
care is not limited to
the sisters themselves.
The community in
Chardon has also
opened its doors to lay

people seeking
retreats, spiritual
direction, and

programs for personal
growth. The retreat
center on the campus
offers a peaceful
setting for individuals
and groups to step
away from the
demands of daily life
and reconnect with
God. These retreats
are often led by sisters
with extensive training
in spirituality and
counseling. The Sisters
of Notre Dame
understand that the
hunger for meaning
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and connection is
universal, and they
seek to provide spaces
where that hunger can
be nourished.

Additionally, the sisters
in Chardon are
involved in various
forms of social service,
including food drives,
clothing collections,
and advocacy for the
poor. They partner with
local organizations to
address the needs of
the most vulnerable in
the community. This
outreach is a tangible
expression of their
charism,

demonstrating that
God’'s goodness and
love are meant to be
shared. The sisters do
not simply talk about
compassion; they live
it out in concrete acts
of service. Whether
they are visiting the
sick, comforting the
grieving, or advocating
for justice, the Sisters
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of Notre Dame in distinctive
Chardon, Ohio, are a architecture, houses
presence of hope and the sisters’ living
mercy in a world that quarters, chapels,

often needs both.

THE CHARDON
CAMPUS: A
CENTER FOR
COMMUNITY AND
PRAYER

The campus of the
Sisters of Notre Dame
in Chardon, Ohio, is
more than just a
collection of buildings;
it is a sacred space
that has become a
spiritual home for
many. The rolling
grounds, mature trees,
and carefully
maintained gardens
create an atmosphere
of peace and beauty.
For wvisitors, the
campus feels like a
retreat in itself, a place
where one can breathe
deeply and encounter
the divine. The main
building, with its
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administrative offices,
and meeting spaces. It
is a place of both
activity and
contemplation, buzzing
with the work of
ministry while also
offering silent corners
for prayer.

The chapel is
undoubtedly the heart
of the campus. It is
here that the sisters
gather multiple times
each day for prayer,
and it is here that
many visitors come for
solace and inspiration.
The stained glass
windows, the altar, and
the tabernacle all draw
the eye and the heart
toward God. The
Sisters of Notre Dame
have always believed
that beautiful spaces
can elevate the soul,
and their chapel is a



testament to that
belief. It is a place
where the sacred is
tangible, and where
the presence of God

can be felt in a
profound way.
The campus also

serves as a center for
gatherings and events.
Over the years, it has
hosted conferences,
workshops, and
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celebrations that bring
together sisters,
alumni, and friends of
the community. The
sisters in Chardon are
known for their
hospitality, welcoming
guests with warmth
and generosity. The
campus is a place
where relationships are
deepened and where
the mission of the
community is shared
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