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INTRODUCTION:
THE RADICAL
VISION OF LOVE
ACCORDING TO
BADIOU

In an age where love is
often  reduced  to  a
t r a n s a c t i o n a l
exchange,  a  chemical
reaction,  or  a  mere
backdrop  for  personal
satisfaction, the French
phi losopher  A la in
Badiou  offers  a
startlingly  different
vision.  His  short  but
potent book, In Praise
of Love, is not merely
a romantic essay; it is
a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l
m a n i f e s t o  t h a t

elevates love to one of
the  most  powerful
f o r c e s  f o r  t r u t h ,
transformation,  and
resistance  against  the
dominant  ideology  of
our  time.  For  Badiou,
l ove  i s  f a r  f r om  a
soothing  escape  from
reality. Instead, it is a
rigorous,  adventurous,
and sometimes painful
encounter  with  the
world  that  has  the
potential to remake our
very  understanding  of
what is possible.
To  engage  with  In
Praise  of  Love  is  to
step  away  from  the
comfortable  narratives
of  Hollywood romance
o r  t h e  c y n i c a l
pragmatism  of  online
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d a t i n g .  B a d i o u
challenges  us  to  see
love not as a risk-free
contract  between  two
consenting  individuals
seeking mutual benefit,
but  as  a  dangerous,
b e a u t i f u l ,  a n d
necessary path toward
a truth that can only be
reached together. This
article will  explore the
c o r e  c o n c e p t s  o f
Badiou's  philosophy of
love,  examining  how
he  reframes  it  as  a
procedure  of  truth,  a
c r i t i q u e  o f
contemporary  society,
and  a  vital  source  of
hope  in  a  world  that
increasingly prefers the
safety  of  the  same
over  the adventure of
the different.

THE TWO ENEMIES
OF LOVE:
SECURITY AND
SAFETY

Badiou  begins  h is
m e d i t a t i o n  i n  I n

Praise  of  Love  by
identifying the primary
a d v e r s a r i e s  o f
authentic  love  in  the
modern  wor ld .  He
a r g u e s  t h a t
contemporary  society
is  dominated  by  a
powerful  ideology  of
security,  which  seeks
to  eliminate  all  forms
of  risk,  uncertainty,
and  unpredictability.
This mindset, which he
ties  to  the  logic  of
capital ism  and  the
reign  of  the  market,
treats  love  as  just
another  commodity  to
b e  o p t i m i z e d ,
managed, and hedged
against failure.

Love as a
Calculate
d Gamble
We see this every day
in  the  proliferation  of
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d a t i n g  a p p s ,
c o m p a t i b i l i t y
algorithms,  and  the
relentless search for a
" g o o d  d e a l "  i n  a
partner.  Badiou  calls
this  the  "safety-first"
approach to love. It is
an  attempt  to  reduce
t h e  t e r r i f y i n g ,
exhilarating gamble of
encountering  another
p e r s o n  t o  a
manageable  set  of
data points. Instead of
taking  the  risk  of  a
genuine encounter, we
try  to  pre-emptively
d i s a r m  t h e  o t h e r
person,  to know them
before we meet them,
to  ensure  that  they  fit
neatly  into  our  pre-
existing  life  plan.
This  approach,  Badiou
w a r n s ,  i s  a
fundamental  betrayal
of  what  love  truly  is.
L o v e ,  b y  i t s  v e r y
nature, is a risk. It is an
e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e
unknown, a plunge into

an  unpred ic tab le
process  where  you
cannot  control  the
outcome.  The  desire
for a "no-risk" love is a
desire for a love that is
not really love at all. It
is a preference for the
comfortable,  sterile
reality  of  a  calculated
arrangement  over  the
tumul tuous ,  l i f e -
altering adventure of a
genuine  encounter.  In
Praise of Love  is,  at
i t s  co re ,  a  ca l l  t o
abandon this search for
safety and to embrace
the  beautiful  dangers
of the real thing.

LOVE AS A
PROCEDURE OF
TRUTH

For Badiou, love is not
merely  an  emotion,  a
feeling,  or  a  social
arrangement. It is one
of  four  fundamental
"procedures of truth" in
human  life,  alongside
sc ience ,  a r t ,  and
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politics. This is perhaps
the most profound and
challenging idea in  In
Praise  of  Love .  A
procedure of truth is a
process that generates
a  new  way  of  seeing
the world, a new truth
that is universal  in its
scope but arises from a
particular, local event.

The
Event of
the
Encounte
r
Everything begins with
the  "event"  of  the
encounter.  This  is  the
m o m e n t  o f  t h e
meeting,  the  chance
s p a r k ,  t h e
unpredictable  collision
o f  t w o  l i v e s .  T h e
encounter  is  a  pure

contingency.  It  is  not
planned, it  is  not pre-
ordained.  It  simply
happens.  This  event
shatters  the  ordinary,
predictable  flow  of
e v e r y d a y  l i f e .  I t
introduces  a  radical
new  element  into  the
world: the existence of
this  specific  other
person  as  a  potential
part of your life.

From Two
to One:
The Work
of Love
But  the  encounter  is
only the beginning. The
truth of love does not
emerge from the event
itself.  It emerges from
the  long,  difficult,  and
j o y f u l  w o r k  t h a t
f o l l o w s .  B a d i o u
famously  describes
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love as the process of
seeing the world "from
the  point  of  view  of
Two, and not from the
point of view of One."
This  is  the  cruc ia l
m o v e .  A  s o l i t a r y
individual, or even two
individuals who remain
locked  in  their  own
separate  perspectives,
can only see the world
from one point of view.
L o v e  i s  t h e
construction of a new,
shared perspective.
This  is  not  a  simple
merging  or  a  loss  of
identity. It is not about
one person subsuming
t h e  o t h e r .  I t  i s  a
c o n s t a n t ,  a c t i v e
negotiation  between
two  different
perspect ives.  I t  is
learning  to  see  the
world  through  your
partner's  eyes  while
also  maintaining  your
own.  It  is  the  daily,
painstaking  labor  of
constructing  a  "Two"

that is greater than the
sum of  its  parts.  This
"Two" is not a couple in
the  convent iona l
sense ;  i t  i s  a  new
entity,  a  new  place
from  which  to  think
and  act.  This  is  the
t r u t h  t h a t  l o v e
produces: a truth about
the world that can only
be  accessed  through
t h i s  s h a r e d ,
c o n s t r u c t e d
perspective.

LOVE AGAINST THE
WORLD OF
COMMODITIES

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
compelling  aspects  of
In  Praise of  Love  is
its powerful critique of
the  commodification  of
i n t imacy .  Bad iou
a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e
dominant  logic  of  our
society  is  the logic  of
the  market,  which
reduces  everything  to
a  transaction.  This
logic  inevitably  infects
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our  understanding  of
love.

The
Tyranny
of Instant
Satisfacti
on
Capitalism  thrives  on
novelty,  speed,  and
d i s p o s a b i l i t y .  I t
encourages  us  to
consume  and  discard.
Th i s  men ta l i t y  i s
directly opposed to the
patient, enduring work
of love. Love is a long-
t e r m  p r o c e s s  o f
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I t
requires  time,  effort,
and  a  willingness  to
endure  difficulty.  The
market,  on  the  other
hand,  offers  us  the
i l lus ion  of  instant
s a t i s f a c t i o n .  I t

promises  us  a  perfect
partner  with  a  simple
swipe,  and  when  the
initial  thrill  fades,  it
encourages us to move
on to the next model.
Badiou sees this  as  a
profound  spir i tual
s ickness,  a  way  of
avoiding the very thing
t h a t  m a k e s  l i f e
meaningful.

Love as
Resistanc
e
I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,
c h o o s i n g  t o  l o v e
authentically  becomes
an act of resistance. To
commit  to  the  long,
difficult,  and  uncertain
process  of  love  is  to
reject the logic of  the
market. It is to say that
some things are not for
s a l e ,  t h a t  s o m e
experiences cannot be
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optimized,  and  that
some truths are worth
risking  everything  for.
When  you  choose  to
love in Badiou's sense,
you  are  not  simply
finding  a  partner;  you
are  declaring  your
independence  from  a
world  that  wants  to
r e d u c e  y o u  t o  a
consumer.  You  are
asserting your belief in
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t
transcends  the  cold
logic of exchange. This
is  why  In  Praise  of
Love is not just a book
about romance—it is a
book  about  politics,
about  e th ics ,  and
about  how  to  l ive  a
meaningful  life  in  a
world that often seems
determined to drain life
of all its meaning.

THE ROLE OF
CHANCE AND
FIDELITY

A  central  tension  in
Badiou's  philosophy of

love is the relationship
between  chance  and
choice.  The  encounter
is pure chance. It is a
random  event  that
could  not  have  been
predicted or controlled.
But  the  truth  of  love
does  not  arise  from
chance alone. It arises
from a decision to  be
faithful  to  the  chance
event.

Fidelity
as the
Active
Principle
Fidelity  is  one of the
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t
concepts in In Praise
of  Love .  It  is  not  a
pass ive,  negat ive
concept ,  l ike  "not
cheating."  For  Badiou,
fidelity  is  an  active,
creative,  and  militant
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s t a n c e .  I t  i s  t h e
decision to continue to
see the world through
the  lens  of  the  initial
event. It is the ongoing
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
construct  the  "Two"
that  was  promised  in
the  encounter.  Every
day, in small and large
ways, you must choose
to be faithful. You must
choose to continue the
work  of  love,  even
when it  is  hard,  even
when it is boring, even
when  it  seems  easier
to give up.
This  fidelity  is  what
transforms  a  fleeting
accident into a lasting
truth.  The  accidental
meeting of two people
b e c o m e s  t h e
foundation  for  a  new
world.  Without  fidelity,
the encounter remains
a  b e a u t i f u l  b u t
m e a n i n g l e s s
coincidence.  With
fidelity,  it  becomes the
starting  point  for  a

lifelong project of truth.
The risk of love, then,
is  not  just  the risk  of
the initial encounter. It
is  the  ongoing  risk  of
fidelity.  Every day,  you
must bet on love again.
You  must  choose  to
trust  in  the  unknown
f u t u r e  t h a t  t h e
encounter opened up.

LOVE AND THE
OTHER: THE
RADICAL
ACCEPTANCE OF
DIFFERENCE

Finally,  In  Praise  of
Love  offers a profound
meditat ion  on  the
nature  of  the  other
person. In a world that
often encourages us to
s e e k  o u t  o u r  o w n
reflection,  to  find
someone who "gets us"
a n d  s h a r e s  o u r
interests,  Badiou offers
a  radically  different
vision.  For  him,  the
other  person  is  not  a
mirror ;  they  are  a
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mystery.  The  t rue
encounter of love is an
encounter  with  radical
difference.

Beyond
Narcissis
m
T h e  n a r c i s s i s t i c
approach to love sees
the other as a means
t o  a n  e n d :  s e l f -
affirmation.  You  want
someone who validates
you, who confirms your
view  of  yourself,  who
makes  you  feel  good.
Badiou argues that this
is a perversion of love.
Authentic  love  is  not
about  finding  yourself;
i t  i s  abou t  l o s i ng
yourself.  It  is  about
being confronted by a
perspective  that  is
fundamentally different
f r o m  y o u r  o w n ,  a
pe r spec t i ve  t ha t

c h a l l e n g e s  y o u r
assumpt i ons  and
forces you to grow. The
other  person  is  not
there to complete you;
they  a re  the re  t o
decenter you. They are
there  to  show  you  a
world  you  could  not
see on your own.

The Joy of
the
Difficult
This  is  why  love  is
difficult.  It  is  difficult
because it  requires us
t o  g i v e  u p  o u r
comfortable,  solitary
view  of  the  world.  It
r equ i r e s  us  t o  be
vu lnerab le ,  to  be
uncertain,  to  be  open
to  change.  But  this
difficulty  is  also  the
s o u r c e  o f  l o v e ' s
greatest joy. The joy of
love is not the simple



10

10 In Praise Of Love Badiou 2024-04-07

pleasure  o f  be ing
together .  I t  i s  the
p r o f o u n d ,
transformative  joy  of
participating  in  the
creation of a new truth.
It  is  the joy of  seeing
the  wor ld  in  a  new
way, a way that would
be  impossible  without
the  other.  This  is  the
ultimate praise of love
that Badiou offers:  it  is
the  most  powerful,
most  demanding,  and
most rewarding path to
a  l i f e  o f  g e n u i n e
meaning and truth.

CONCLUSION: THE
COURAGE TO LOVE

A la in  Bad iou ' s  In
Praise  of  Love  is  a
cal l  to  arms.  It  is  a
r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e
c o w a r d i c e ,  t h e
cynic ism,  and  the
consumerism  that  so
often  masquerade  as
love  in  the  modern
world. It is a plea for us
to take love seriously,

not as a leisure activity
or a source of comfort,
but  as  a  fundamental
human  endeavor,  on
par  with  art,  science,
and politics. It asks us
to be brave enough to
take  the  risk,  to  be
s t rong  enough  to
endure  the  difficulty,
and to be wise enough
to  see  the  profound
truth that only love can
reveal.
In a world that tells us
to  prioritize  safety,
convenience,  and
efficiency,  Badiou
reminds  us  o f  the
incomparable  value  of
t h e  r i s k y ,  t h e
inconvenient,  and  the
inefficient.  The
greatest  truth  of  In
Praise of Love is that
the  adventure  of  love
is  not  a  detour  from
the  real  business  of
life.  The  adventure  of
l o v e  i s  t h e  r e a l
business of life. It is the
practice  of  hope,  the
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construction  of  the
possible, and the most
i n t i m a t e  f o r m  o f
resistance  against  a
world that would have

us  settle  for  so  much
less. To praise love, for
Badiou, is to praise the
very  best  of  what  it
means to be human.


