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INTRODUCTION TO
THE MOSSBERG
9200
DISASSEMBLY

PROCESS

The Mossberg 9200 is
a classic semi-
automatic shotgun that
gained popularity for
its reliability, smooth
cycling, and
affordability. Whether
you are a seasoned
shooter or a new
owner, knowing how to
perform a proper
Mossberg 9200
disassembly s
essential for routine
cleaning, maintenance,
and troubleshooting.

Over time, carbon
buildup, dirt, and old
lubricant can affect the
shotgun’s
performance. Regular
disassembly allows you
to inspect wear parts,
remove fouling, and
keep the action
running smoothly. This
guide walks vyou
through the entire
process step by step,
focusing on safety,
technique, and best
practices.

Before diving into the
steps, it is important to
understand that the
Mossberg 9200 uses a
unique gas-piston
system that differs
from many other
shotguns. While the
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basic field strip is
straightforward, some
parts require careful
handling. This article
covers everything from
safety checks to
reassembly tips,
ensuring you can
confidently tackle the
task. Always refer to
your owner’s manual
for model-specific
details, as variations
exist between early
and later production
runs.

WHY
DISASSEMBLE THE
MOSSBERG 9200?

Disassembling your
shotgun is not just
about cleaning; it is
about prolonging the
lifespan of the firearm.
The Mossberg 9200
disassembly process
helps you:

e Remove carbon
deposits from the
gas piston and

cylinder

e Lubricate moving
parts for
consistent
cycling

e Inspect for worn
or damaged
components like
0-rings, springs,
and extractors

e Clear
obstructions that
may cause
failure to feed or
eject

e Perform deep
cleaning after
heavy use, such
as waterfowl
hunting or
competition

Neglecting disassembly
can lead to
malfunctions and
accelerated wear. By
mastering this skill,
you become a more
responsible gun owner
and save money on
professional gunsmith
services.
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SAFETY FIRST:
ESSENTIAL
PRECAUTIONS

Before you begin any
Mossberg 9200
disassembly, safety
must be your top
priority. Follow these
rules without
exception:

1. Unload the
shotgun
completely.
Remove the
magazine tube
and visually and
physically check
the chamber and
magazine. There
should be no
shells in the
action or
magazine.

2. Wear eye
protection.
Springs and
small parts can
fly out
unexpectedly.

3. Work in a well-
lit, clean area.

Use a dedicated
gun cleaning mat
to prevent losing
small
components.

4. Point the
muzzle in a
safe direction
at all times, even
when
disassembled.

5. Keep a parts
tray or
container to
organize screws,
pins, and springs
as you remove
them.

Once you are confident
the firearm is safe, you
can proceed. If you are
uncertain about any
step, consult a
qualified gunsmith or
watch detailed video
tutorials.

TOOLS AND
WORKSTATION
SETUP

For a complete



Mossberg 9200
disassembly, you will
need a few basic tools:

¢ Flathead
screwdriver
(small to
medium)

e Phillips head
screwdriver (size
#1 or #2)

e Punch set (1/8”
and 3/16”
recommended)

e Small hammer or
mallet (nylon or
brass)

¢ Needlenose
pliers

e Gun cleaning
solvent and
lubricant

e Clean rags or
patches

e Magnetic parts
tray (optional but
helpful)

Lay out your tools in a
logical order. Having a
schematic diagram of
the 9200 nearby can
also be beneficial,

especially if you are
performing a
disassembly for the
first time.

STEP-BY-STEP
MOSSBERG 9200
DISASSEMBLY
GUIDE

Step 1:
Removin
g the
Barrel
and
Forend

The first major step in
Mossberg 9200
disassembly is to
separate the barrel and
forend from the
receiver. Follow these
steps:
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1. Ensure the

shotgun is
unloaded and the
bolt is closed.

. Unscrew the
magazine cap
located at the
front of the
forend. Turn it
counterclockwise
until it comes off.
Set the cap
aside.

. Slide the forend
assembly
forward toward
the muzzle. It
should slide off
the magazine
tube. If it is tight,
wiggle it gently
while pulling.

. Pull the barrel
straight out of
the receiver.
Some models
may require you
to lift the barrel
slightly to
disengage it from
the receiver ring.

5. Lay the barrel

and forend on a
clean surface.

At this point, you have
already completed the
basic field strip needed
for cleaning the bore
and the forend.
However, for a deeper
clean, continue
disassembling the
trigger group and bolt
assembly.

Step 2:
Removin
g the
Trigger
Group

The trigger group
houses  the  firing
mechanism and is
removed as a single
unit. This is a critical
part of the Mossberg
9200 disassembly



process.

1. Locate the two
trigger group
retaining pins on
the receiver. One
is just above the
trigger guard,;
the other is near
the back of the
trigger housing.

2. Using a punch,
gently tap the
pins out from left
to right. Some
pins have a
notch; note their
orientation.

3. Once both pins
are removed,
carefully pull the
trigger group
downward and
out of the
receiver. It may
require a slight
wiggle.

4. Place the trigger
group aside. Be
careful not to
depress the
trigger or move
the hammer

unnecessarily.

Now the receiver is
largely empty, giving
you access to the bolt
carrier and action
spring assembly.

Step 3:
Removin
g the Bolt
and
Carrier

The bolt assembly in
the Mossberg 9200
includes the bolt head,
carrier, and action
bars. Here is how to
extract them:

1. Pull the bolt
carrier rearward
until it stops. You
will see the
action spring
guide rod
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protruding from
the rear of the
receiver.

2. Compress the
action spring
slightly and lift
the spring guide
rod out of its
retaining notch.
Slide the entire
assembly out
through the rear
of the receiver.

3. Once the bolt
carrier is free,
separate the bolt
from the carrier
by rotating the
bolt head and
pulling it forward.
Note the
orientation of the
firing pin and
extractor.

4. If needed,
remove the
action bars from
the carrier by
drifting out the
small retaining

pin.
At this stage, you have

access to nearly all
internal components
for deep cleaning. The
gas system remains
attached to the barrel,
which we address next.

Step 4.
Disassem
bling the
Gas
System

The Mossberg 9200
uses a unique self-
compensating gas
system. Disassembling
it is straightforward but
requires caution.

1. With the barrel
removed, locate
the gas piston
and cylinder on
the magazine
tube extension.

2. Slide the forend



sleeve forward to
expose the
piston. In most
models, a spring-
loaded detent
holds the piston
in place.

3. Using a punch or
small
screwdriver,
depress the
detent and slide
the piston off the
magazine tube.

4. Remove the
piston ring(s) for
cleaning. They
may be stuck
due to carbon
buildup; soak
them in solvent if
needed.

5. Clean the gas
ports in the
barrel using a
pipe cleaner or
small brush.

Be careful not to lose
the small detent
spring. This part of the
Mossberg 9200
disassembly is crucial

for maintaining proper
gas function.

Step 5:
Detailed
Disassem
bly of the
Trigger
Group
(Optional)

Deep cleaning or
replacing trigger parts
requires further
disassembly. Only
proceed if you are
confident;  otherwise,
leave the trigger group
intact. For the
complete Mossberg
9200 disassembly of
the trigger housing:

1. Remove the
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COMMONNES SUES
spring by
compressing the
hammer strut
and sliding the
hammer pin out.

2. Drift out the
trigger pin and
sear pin. Note
the positions of
the trigger return
spring and
disconnector.

3. Keep all parts
organized. It is
highly
recommended to
photograph the
internals before
removing
anything.

Reassembly of the
trigger group can be
tricky due to spring
tension. If you are not
experienced, limit
trigger disassembly to
cleaning the exterior
and  flushing  with
solvent.

DURING
MOSSBERG 9200
DISASSEMBLY

Even with careful
steps, you may
encounter problems.
Here are frequent
challenges and how to
handle them:

e Stuck forend: If
the forend will
not slide off,
apply
penetrating oil
around the
magazine tube
and let it sit for a
few minutes.
Avoid using
excessive force
which could
damage the
action bars.

e Trigger group
pins are tight:
Use a correctly
sized punch and
tap firmly with a
nylon hammer.
Sometimes a



slight rust or burr
can cause
resistance. Clean
the pin holes
before
reassembly.

¢ Gas piston o-
ring damaged:
Inspect the o-ring
each time you
disassemble.
Replace it if
cracked or
flattened. This is
a common wear
item.

e Action spring
guide rod not
seating: Ensure
the spring is fully
compressed
when
reinstalling.
Lubricate the
spring to prevent
binding.

Patience is key.
Rushing a disassembly
can lead to lost parts
or damage to the
receiver.

REASSEMBLY TIPS

Reassembly is
essentially the reverse
of disassembly, but
here are specific
pointers for a smooth
process:

1. Apply a thin layer
of lubricant to
the gas piston,
action bars, and
bolt carrier. Do
not overlubricate
- it attracts dirt.

2. When reinstalling
the trigger
group, ensure
the safety
selector is in the
“fire” position to
ease alignment.

3. Make sure the
action spring
guide rod is
properly
captured in its
notch before
closing the
receiver.

4. After
reassembly,
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function test the
shotgun by
manually cycling
the action and
checking the
safety. Do not
load ammunition
until you are
certain
everything is
correct.

A well-executed
Mossberg 9200
disassembly followed
by proper reassembly
will restore vyour
shotgun to reliable
operation.

CONCLUSION
Mastering the
Mossberg 9200

disassembly is an
empowering skill that
enhances your

11

shooting experience
and extends the life of
your firearm. By
following this
comprehensive guide,
you can safely and
effectively break down
the shotgun to its
major components,
clean every nook, and
inspect for wear.
Remember to always
prioritize safety, work
methodically, and refer
to your owner’s manual
for any model-specific
nuances. With practice,
the entire disassembly
and reassembly
process will become
second nature. Your
Mossberg 9200 will
reward you with years
of faithful service when
cared for properly.



