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INTRODUCTION:
YOUR GATEWAY
TO PARADISE

Koh Tao, a tiny island
in the Gulf of Thailand,
is famous for its
crystal-clear waters,
vibrant coral reefs, and
relaxed, backpacker-
friendly atmosphere.
Whether you are a
seasoned diver, a first-
time visitor to
Southeast Asia, or
someone simply
seeking a few days of
tropical tranquillity,
reaching this island is
part of the adventure.
While it is not
connected by a bridge

or an airport, getting
there is surprisingly
straightforward if you
know the right steps.
This guide will walk you
through every possible
method, from budget
overland routes to
premium VIP transfers.
By the end, you will
have a clear picture of
how to get to Koh Tao
in a way that suits your
schedule, budget, and
comfort level.

UNDERSTANDING
THE GEOGRAPHY:
WHERE IS KOH
TAO?

Koh Tao is located in
the Gulf of Thailand,
roughly halfway
between the mainland


https://web1.enteraskincare.com/

town of Chumphon and
the larger island of Koh
Phangan. It is the
smallest of the three
major islands in this
region, the other two
being Koh Samui and
Koh Phangan. Because
there is no airport on
Koh Tao, all visitors
must arrive by boat.
The most common
departure points are
Chumphon on the
mainland, followed by
Koh Samui and Koh
Phangan. Your choice
of departure point will
largely depend on
where you are coming
from and how much
time you want to spend
travelling.

THE MOST
POPULAR ROUTE:
BANGKOK TO KOH
TAO BY TRAIN AND
FERRY

For the vast majority of
travellers, the journey
begins in Bangkok. The

classic backpacker
route involves an
overnight train from
Bangkok to Chumphon,
followed by a morning
ferry to Koh Tao. This
method is not only
budget-friendly but
also saves you a night
of accommodation.

Step 1:
The
Overnight
Train
from
Bangkok
to
Chumpho
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The overnight train
departs from
Bangkok's Hua
Lamphong Station (or
sometimes from the
new Krung Thep
Aphiwat Central
Terminal, depending
on the season). You
can choose between a
second-class sleeper
carriage with air
conditioning or a fan
carriage. The second-
class sleeper is highly
recommended: you get
a lower or upper bunk
with a curtain for
privacy, and a simple
breakfast is usually
included. The train ride
takes approximately
eight to nine hours,
arriving in Chumphon
around dawn.

Booking your train
ticket in advance is
essential, especially
during the high season

from December to
March. You can book
directly at the station,
through a travel
agency in Bangkok, or
via online platforms
like 12Go.asia or the
official State Railway of
Thailand website. A
second-class sleeper
ticket typically costs
between 600 and
1,000 Thai Baht,
depending on the class
and whether you
choose a lower or
upper bunk.

Step 2:
Getting
from
Chumpho
n Train



Station to

Lomprayah Pier) or the
other ferry terminals.
The transfer is well-

the errpglsed and rarely

Pier

Upon arrival at
Chumphon train
station, you will be
greeted by
representatives from
the major ferry
companies, including

Lomprayah, Songserm,
and Seatran. These
companies  offer a
combined train-ferry
ticket, which includes a
minivan transfer from
the station to the pier.
The minivan ride is
only about 15 to 20
minutes. If you have
not pre-booked a
combined ticket, you
can simply walk to the
nearby ticket booths or
catch a local taxi or
songthaew to the
Thung Makham Noi
Pier (also called the

cau

Step 3:
The Ferry
Crossing
from
Chumpho
n to Koh
Tao

Ferries from Chumphon
to Koh Tao are fast,
modern catamarans
that take
approximately 1 hour
and 45 minutes to 2
hours, depending on
sea conditions. The two
most popular operators
are Lomprayah and

any stress.
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Songserm. Lomprayah
tends to be slightly
more expensive but
offers a newer fleet
and more reliable air
conditioning. Songserm
is a bit more budget-
friendly and has a
more casual vibe. Both
companies have
multiple departures per
day, usually starting
around 6:00 AM and
going up to late
morning. The ferry will
drop you off at Mae
Haad Pier, the main
port on Koh Tao. A one-
way ticket from
Chumphon to Koh Tao
costs around 600 to
1,000 Thai Baht.

THE SECOND
OPTION: BANGKOK
TO KOH TAO BY
BUS AND FERRY

If you prefer not to
take a train, a
combined bus-ferry
ticket is another
excellent and equally

popular choice. This
option is often slightly
cheaper than the train
but is less scenic and
can be less
comfortable, as the bus
seats do not recline as
much as a sleeper train
bunk.

A standard bus-ferry
combination departs
from Khao San Road or
the Mo Chit Bus
Terminal in Bangkok.
You will travel through
the night on a coach
with reclining seats
and onboard toilets.
The bus arrives in
Chumphon in the early
morning, where you
will switch to a waiting
minivan to the pier.
From there, you board
the same ferries
mentioned above. The
total travel time is
similar to the train
option, but you will be
sitting upright for the
entire journey rather
than lying flat. This is a



perfectly viable budget
option, especially if you
are travelling on a tight
shoestring.

THE THIRD
OPTION: KOH
SAMUI TO KOH
TAO BY FERRY

If you are already on
the neighbouring island
of Koh Samui, you are
in luck. The ferry
connection between
Koh Samui and Koh
Tao is frequent and
easy. This route is ideal
for travellers who are
island-hopping and
want to combine a visit
to Koh Samui with Koh
Tao.

Ferries from Koh Samui
depart from the Nathon
Pier. The crossing
takes between 1.5 and
2.5 hours, depending
on the operator and
whether the ferry is a
direct route or stops at
Koh  Phangan first.

Lomprayah and
Seatran are the main
operators on this route.
The Lomprayah
catamaran is the
fastest, while Seatran
offers a slightly slower
but more spacious
experience. A one-way
ticket from Koh Samui
to Koh Tao typically
costs 700 to 1,200 Thai
Baht. There are usually
three to four
departures per day,
with the first ferry
leaving around 7:00
AM and the last around
1:00 PM.

THE FOURTH
OPTION: KOH
PHANGAN TO KOH
TAO BY FERRY

Koh Phangan, famous
for its Full Moon Party,
is the closest major
island to Koh Tao. The
ferry ride from Koh
Phangan to Koh Tao is
the shortest sea
crossing, taking only
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FLYING TO SAMU6 0
minutes. This is a very
popular route for party-
goers heading to Koh
Tao for a more relaxed
leg of their trip.

Ferries depart from
Thong Sala Pier on Koh
Phangan. Multiple
operators run this
route, with several
departures throughout
the day. Lomprayah,
Songserm, and Seatran
all offer this service. A
one-way ticket is quite
affordable, usually
around 400 to 700 Thai
Baht. Because the
crossing is short, sea
conditions rarely cause
cancellations, making
this a reliable option.
You can easily do a day
trip from Koh Phangan
to Koh Tao if you are
short on time, though
you will likely wish you
stayed longer.

THE FIFTH OPTION:

OR CHUMPHON

If your budget allows
and you value speed
over cost, flying to the
region is an excellent
choice. While you
cannot fly directly to
Koh Tao, you can fly to
either Koh Samui or
Chumphon and then
take a ferry.

Flying to
Koh
Samui
and Then
Taking a
Ferry

Bangkok Airways
operates direct flights
from Bangkok
(Suvarnabhumi Airport)
to Koh Samui (USM).



This is a premium
airline, so tickets can
be expensive, but the
flight is only about one
hour. You will arrive at
Samui Airport, which is
famously beautiful with
open-air terminals and
lush gardens. From the
airport, you can take a
taxi to Nathon Pier
(about 20 minutes) and
catch a ferry to Koh
Tao. The total travel
time from Bangkok to
Koh Tao via this route
can be as little as four
to five hours, including
waiting time.

Flying to
Chumpho
n and
Then

Taking a
Ferry

A more budget-friendly
flying option is to fly to
Chumphon Airport
(CJM). Nok Air and Air
Asia operate flights
from Bangkok (Don
Mueang Airport) to
Chumphon. The flight
is also about one hour.
Chumphon Airport is
small and efficient.
From the airport, you
can take a minibus
directly to the ferry
pier. The combined
flight-ferry ticket is
often offered by travel
agencies and can be a
great time-saver. This
method is faster than
the overnight train but
slower than flying to
Samui, as the ferry
crossing from
Chumphon is still about
two hours.

8 How To Get To Koh Tao

2023-10-31



How To Get To Koh Tao 9

THE SIXTH
OPTION: PRIVATE
SPEEDBOAT OR
CHARTER

PRACTICAL TIPS
FOR A SMOOTH
JOURNEY TO KOH
TAO

For groups, families, or
anyone wanting a truly
private experience,
you can charter a
private speedboat from
Chumphon, Koh Samui,
or Koh Phangan to Koh
Tao. This is the fastest
and most exclusive
way to reach the
island. A private
speedboat from
Chumphon to Koh Tao
can get you there in as
little as 45 minutes to
one hour. However,
this comes at a
premium cost, typically
starting at several
thousand Thai Baht
and increasing based
on boat size and group
size. Chartering is best
arranged in advance
through local tour
operators or your
hotel.

Booking
N
Advance

During the high season
(December to March
and around the Full
Moon Party on Koh
Phangan), tickets for
trains and ferries sell
out quickly. It is
strongly recommended
to book at least one to
two weeks in advance.

Websites like
12Go.asia,

BusOnlineTicket.co.th,
and the official

company websites
make booking easy. If
you are travelling in
the low season (April to
November), you can
often book just a day



or two ahead without
issues.

Dealing
with Sea
Sickness

The Gulf of Thailand
can be rough,
especially during the
monsoon season
(October to
November). If you are
prone to seasickness,
consider taking motion
sickness medication
about 30 minutes
before boarding. The
larger catamarans are
generally more stable
than the smaller
speedboats. Sitting on
the lower deck and
near the middle of the
boat also helps reduce
motion. Avoid a heavy
meal before the ferry
ride.

Baggage
and
Luggage

Ferry companies have
reasonable baggage
limits, but oversized
suitcases may incur an
extra fee. It is best to
travel with a backpack
or a duffel bag rather
than a large hard-shell
suitcase, as you will
need to carry your
luggage onto the boat
and through the pier.
There are no luggage
racks on most ferries;
bags are usually stored
in a designated area on
the lower deck. Keep
your valuables with
you in a small daypack.

What to
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Do Upon

Arrival at
Mae Haad

Pier

Your ferry will arrive at
Mae Haad Pier on the
west coast of Koh Tao.
This is the main hub of
the island. You will find
dozens of hotels,
guesthouses, dive
shops, and restaurants
within a five-minute
walk of the pier. If your
accommodation is on
the other side of the
island, you can hire a
taxi (a shared open-air
pickup truck) to take
you to your hotel. The
fare is typically 100 to
200 Thai Baht per
person, depending on
the distance. There are
also motorbike taxis
available, but they are

11

less practical for large
bags.

TIMING YOUR
VISIT: BEST
SEASONS FOR
TRAVEL

The best time to travel
to Koh Tao is between
December and April,
when the weather is
dry, the seas are calm,
and the sun is shining.
This is also the busiest
period, so book
everything in advance.
The shoulder months of
May and June are also
pleasant, with fewer
crowds. The rainy
season runs from
October to November,
when the sea can be
very rough and some
ferry services may be
suspended. If you
travel during these
months, allow extra
time for your journey
and remain flexible
with your plans.
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COST e Bangkok to
COMPARISON: Koh Tao (bus +
BUDGETING FOR 15500 Tt Baht
YOUR JOURNEY . Koh Samui to
Understanding the Koh Tao (ferry
approximate costs will only): 700 -
help you plan your trip 1,200 Thai Baht
effectively. Here is a e Koh Phangan
rough guide to one- to Koh Tao
way ticket prices from (ferry only):
different starting 400 - 700 Thai
points: Baht
e Flight to Samui
* Bangkok to + ferry: 5,000 -
Koh Tao (train 8,000 Thai Baht

+ ferry): 1,200 -

depending on
1,800 Thai Baht (dep g
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