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THE BRITISH LINE OF SUCCESSION: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO THE ROYAL
HIERARCHY

The British monarchy has long fascinated people around the world, blending centuries of tradition
with modern constitutional governance. At the heart of this enduring institution lies the line of
succession to the British throne full list, a carefully established order that determines who will wear
the crown after the reigning monarch. Understanding this succession reveals not only who might
become king or queen in the future but also the fascinating interplay of history, law, and family that
keeps the monarchy relevant in the twenty-first century.

The current line of succession reflects significant changes made in recent decades, most notably the
Perth Agreement of 2011, which ended the system of male preference primogeniture. Prior to this
historic reform, younger sons could leap ahead of their older sisters in the succession order. Today,
for those born after October 28, 2011, the order is determined solely by birth order, regardless of
gender. This single change reshaped the line of succession to the British throne full list in ways that
will be felt for generations to come.

HOW THE BRITISH LINE OF SUCCESSION WORKS

Before diving into the specific names and positions on the line of succession to the British throne full
list, it is important to understand the fundamental rules that govern who qualifies for the throne.
These rules have evolved over centuries and are grounded in both common law and parliamentary
statute.

The primary qualification for succession is legitimate descent from the Electress Sophia of Hanover,
a Protestant granddaughter of James I. This requirement, established by the Act of Settlement of
1701, ensures that all monarchs are Protestant and in communion with the Church of England.
Roman Catholics and individuals who marry a Roman Catholic are excluded from the succession,
though this latter restriction was removed by the Succession to the Crown Act of 2013.

Only legitimate descendants are eligible. Adopted children and those born outside of marriage do
not have a place in the line of succession to the British throne full list. Furthermore, the monarch
must be in communion with the Church of England and cannot be a Roman Catholic. These
requirements have shaped the royal family for more than three centuries and continue to define
who can inherit the crown.

The Current Monarch and Her Immediate
Successors

As of 2025, His Majesty King Charles llI sits on the throne following the passing of his mother, Queen
Elizabeth II, in September 2022. The line of succession to the British throne full list begins
immediately with his direct descendants and then extends to the children of his late sister, Princess
Margaret, and beyond.

At the top of the list is William, Prince of Wales, the eldest son of King Charles Il and the late
Princess Diana. He is the heir apparent, a title that signifies his unmistakable right to the throne.
Following William is his eldest child, Prince George of Wales, who occupies the second position.
Princess Charlotte of Wales, George's younger sister, holds the third position, a placement that
would have been different under the old rules of male preference primogeniture. Prince Louis of
Wales, the youngest of William and Catherine's children, comes fourth in the order.

This positioning of Princess Charlotte ahead of her younger brother is a direct result of the 2013
changes to the succession laws. Had she been born before the Perth Agreement took effect, Louis
would have taken precedence over her. Instead, the line of succession to the British throne full list
now reflects a more modern and equitable approach to royal inheritance.

THE EXTENDED ROYAL FAMILY AND THEIR POSITIONS

After the immediate family of the Prince of Wales, the line continues with the descendants of King
Charles Il through his younger son. Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex, holds the fifth position in the line
of succession to the British throne full list. Following Harry are his two children, Prince Archie of
Sussex and Princess Lilibet of Sussex, who occupy the sixth and seventh positions respectively.

The Duke of Sussex and his family reside in the United States, having stepped back from senior
royal duties in 2020. Despite their geographic distance from the United Kingdom, their places in the
succession remain unchanged. Harry's children, Archie and Lilibet, born in 2019 and 2021
respectively, are sixth and seventh in line, a status that exists independently of their parents' public
roles or private lives.
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The Duke of York and His Descendants

The line of succession to the British throne full list next moves to the descendants of Queen
Elizabeth Il through her second son, Prince Andrew, Duke of York. Prince Andrew occupies the eighth
position. His eldest daughter, Princess Beatrice, Mrs. Edoardo Mapelli Mozzi, is ninth in line, followed
by her daughter, Sienna Elizabeth Mapelli Mozzi, at number ten.

Princess Eugenie, Mrs. Jack Brooksbank, the younger daughter of the Duke of York, holds the
eleventh position. Her two sons, August Brooksbank and Ernest Brooksbank, are twelfth and
thirteenth in line respectively. The presence of these young children in the line of succession to the
British throne full list demonstrates how the order extends through multiple generations of the royal
family.

The Wessex Family and the Princess Royal

Continuing down the line, we reach the descendants of Queen Elizabeth Il through her youngest son,
Prince Edward, Duke of Edinburgh. The Duke holds the fourteenth position in the line of succession
to the British throne full list. His son, James, Earl of Wessex, is fifteenth in line, followed by his
daughter, Lady Louise Mountbatten-Windsor, at number sixteen.

Princess Anne, the Princess Royal, Queen Elizabeth II's only daughter, occupies the seventeenth
position. Although she is the elder sibling of her brothers, she follows them in the succession
because the changes to male preference primogeniture did not apply retroactively to those born
before October 2011. The Princess Royal's children, Peter Phillips and Zara Tindall, are eighteenth
and nineteenth in line respectively, followed by their children.

Peter Phillips holds the eighteenth position, and his daughters, Savannah Phillips and Isla Phillips,
are twentieth and twenty-first in line. Zara Tindall, at number nineteen, is followed by her three
daughters, Mia Tindall, Lena Tindall, and Lucas Tindall, who occupy positions twenty-two through
twenty-four.

THE DESCENDANTS OF PRINCESS MARGARET

The line of succession to the British throne full list extends beyond the descendants of Queen
Elizabeth Il to include the children and grandchildren of her late sister, Princess Margaret, Countess
of Snowdon. Princess Margaret's son, David Armstrong-Jones, 2nd Earl of Snowdon, is twenty-fifth in
line. His son, Charles Armstrong-Jones, Viscount Linley, is twenty-sixth, followed by his daughter,
Lady Margarita Armstrong-Jones, at number twenty-seven.

Princess Margaret's daughter, Lady Sarah Chatto, holds the twenty-eighth position. Her two sons,
Samuel Chatto and Arthur Chatto, are twenty-ninth and thirtieth in line respectively. This branch of
the family, while not performing official royal duties, remains an integral part of the extended royal
lineage.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND THE FUTURE OF THE SUCCESSION

Understanding the line of succession to the British throne full list requires appreciating how it has
changed over time. The current order looks very different from what it would have been even fifty
years ago. The Abdication Crisis of 1936, when Edward VIII abdicated to marry Wallis Simpson,
dramatically reshaped the twentieth-century succession, placing George VI on the throne and
ultimately leading to the reign of Elizabeth II.

The Succession to the Crown Act of 2013, which took effect in March 2015, was the most significant
reform in centuries. Beyond ending male preference primogeniture, it also removed the ban on
those who marry Roman Catholics from inheriting the throne. However, the monarch and the first six
people in the line of succession to the British throne full list must still obtain the monarch's consent
before marrying, ensuring that the sovereign retains some oversight over who joins the royal family
at the highest levels.

THE COMMONWEALTH AND THE SUCCESSION

The British monarch also serves as the head of the Commonwealth and as sovereign of fourteen
other Commonwealth realms, including Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. The line of succession
to the British throne full list applies equally to these nations, each of which must approve any
changes to the succession laws. The Perth Agreement required unanimous consent from all sixteen
realms, a testament to the complex constitutional web that the monarchy supports.

As the line of succession to the British throne full list extends into the future, it will continue to
evolve. The children of younger generations will be added, and new marriages will bring new family
members into the fold. The monarchy, while steeped in tradition, has demonstrated its ability to
adapt to changing social norms while preserving the essential structure that has supported it for
centuries.

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE FIRST THIRTY POSITIONS

For those seeking a clear understanding of the immediate future of the monarchy, the first thirty
positions in the line of succession to the British throne full list provide a window into what lies ahead.
This group includes the children and grandchildren of the current monarch, along with the
descendants of Queen Elizabeth Il and Princess Margaret.

The first ten positions, as previously outlined, encompass the Prince of Wales, his children, the Duke
of Sussex and his children, the Duke of York, and Princess Beatrice and her daughter. Positions
eleven through twenty include Princess Eugenie and her children, the Duke of Edinburgh and his
children, the Princess Royal, and her son Peter Phillips and his daughters, along with Zara Tindall
and her eldest daughter.

Positions twenty-one through thirty include the younger children of Zara Tindall, the Earl of Snowdon
and his children, and Lady Sarah Chatto and her sons. Beyond the thirtieth position, the line of
succession to the British throne full list continues through more distant descendants of George V and
Queen Mary, extending into hundreds of individuals, many of whom live entirely private lives far
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from the public eye.

CONCLUSION

The line of succession to the British throne full list represents far more than a simple ordering of
names. It embodies a constitutional framework that has evolved over centuries, reflecting changing
attitudes toward gender equality, religious freedom, and the role of the monarchy in modern society.
From King Charles Ill at the summit to the youngest descendants of the royal family, each position

on this list carries historical weight and constitutional significance.

As the monarchy continues to adapt to the twenty-first century, the line of succession will
undoubtedly face new questions and challenges. Yet the fundamental principle remains unchanged:
the crown passes from one generation to the next, providing stability and continuity in an ever-
changing world. For those who follow the royal family, understanding the line of succession to the
British throne full list offers a fascinating glimpse into both the past and the future of one of the
world's most enduring institutions.



