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YOUR ULTIMATE COMPANION TO
THE CSI LAS VEGAS EPISODE
GUIDE

For over a decade, CSI: Crime Scene
Investigation  —  often  referred  to  as
CSI Las Vegas — set the standard for
forensic crime dramas. The series, which
originally  aired  from  2000  to  2015,
followed a team of Las Vegas criminalists
as  they  solved  baffling  cases  using
cutting-edge science. Whether you are a

first-time  binge-watcher  or  a  longtime
fan looking to revisit classic episodes, a
well-organized CSI Las Vegas episode
guide is essential. This guide will walk
you  through  the  show’s  15  seasons,
highlight  key story arcs,  and help you
navigate the complex web of characters,
spin-offs,  and  special  episodes.  Let’s
dive into the neon-lit  world of  the Las
Vegas crime lab.

UNDERSTANDING THE
STRUCTURE OF THE CSI LAS
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VEGAS SERIES

The  original  CSI  ran  for  337  episodes
across 15 seasons. Each season typically
contained 22 to 24 episodes,  with the
final season shortened to 18. The show’s
format was largely episodic, but it also
featured  multi-episode  arcs  and
character-driven storylines. Knowing the
CSI  Las  Vegas  episode  guide
structure  helps  you  identify  which
seasons focus on particular characters or
major plot twists.

Season 1–5: The
Golden Age of

Forensic Crime
Drama
The  first  five  seasons  introduced  the
core team led by Gil  Grissom (William
Petersen),  Catherine  Willows  (Marg
Helgenberger),  Warrick  Brown  (Gary
Dourdan),  Nick  Stokes  (George  Eads),
Sara Sidle (Jorja Fox), and Greg Sanders
(Eric  Szmanda).  These  seasons  are
renowned  for  their  t ight  writ ing,
innovative crime scenes, and the show’s
signature  “who-dun-it”  style.  Key
episodes  from  this  era  include:

“Pilot” (Season 1, Episode 1) –
Set the tone for the entire series.
“Anonymous” (Season 1,
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Episode 16) – A creepy case
involving a kidnapped child.
“Sex, Lies and Larvae”
(Season 1, Episode 20) –
Introduced forensic entomology in
a memorable way.
“Grave Danger” (Season 5,
Episodes 24–25) – A two-part
finale directed by Quentin
Tarantino, featuring Nick Stokes
buried alive.

If  you  are  building  a  CSI  Las  Vegas
episode guide for newcomers, starting
with  these  seasons  provides  the
essential  foundation  of  the  show’s
mythology.

Season 6–9:
Transition and
Change
As  the  series  matured,  cast  changes
began.  Sara  Sidle  left  briefly,  Grissom
faced  personal  cr ises,  and  new
characters  like  Michael  Keppler  (Liev
Schreiber) and Riley Adams (Lauren Lee
Smith)  joined.  Season  8  featured  the
shocking death of Warrick Brown, which
reshaped the team. Important episodes
include:

“A Bullet Runs Through It”
(Season 7, Episode 7) – A
unique episode following a single
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bullet from crime to lab.
“For Warrick” (Season 9,
Episode 1) – The emotional fallout
of Warrick’s murder.
“19 Down” (Season 9, Episode
10) – The beginning of the
“Miniature Killer” arc.

The “Miniature Killer” storyline (spanning
late Season 7 into Season 8)  is  a  fan
favorite,  often  highlighted  in  any
comprehensive CSI Las Vegas episode
guide.

Season 10–12:
The Laurence

Fishburne Era
After Grissom’s departure, Dr. Raymond
Langston  (Laurence  Fishburne)  joined
the team as a former pathologist turned
CSI. These seasons introduced a darker,
more serialized narrative, especially the
“Dick & Jane” killers and the “Mothers of
Anarchy” arc. Key episodes:

“The Grave Shift” (Season 10,
Episode 1) – Langston’s first day
on the job.
“Field Mice” (Season 10,
Episode 4) – A lighter episode
featuring the CSI cyber team.
“Queen’s Gambit” (Season 11,
Episode 22) – Langston is put on
trial for murder.
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While not as universally praised as the
Grissom  years,  this  era  still  produced
compelling episodes worth including in
your CSI Las Vegas episode guide.

Season 13–15:
The Final Cases
The show underwent another shift when
Ted Danson joined as D.B. Russell. New
faces like Morgan Brody, Julie Finlay, and
David Hodges took on larger roles. These
seasons  blended  classic  procedural
elements  with  l ighter  character
moments.  Notable  episodes:

“Karma to Burn” (Season 13,
Episode 1) – A car bomb case
that introduces new dynamics.

“The Twin Paradox” (Season
14, Episode 1) – A mind-bending
case with identical twins.
“Immortality” (Season 15,
Episode 18) – The series finale
that brings back many original cast
members.

Even if you are a purist, the final seasons
offer  closure  and a  satisfying ending for
longtime  fans.  A  complete  CSI  Las
Vegas episode guide must include this
finale.

HOW TO USE THIS EPISODE
GUIDE FOR BINGE-WATCHING

To  get  the  most  out  of  your  viewing
experience,  consider  these  strategies
when  fol lowing  a  CSI  Las  Vegas
episode  guide :
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Watch in order of broadcast.1.
While many episodes are
standalone, character
development and relationships
evolve over time. Watching
chronologically gives you the full
emotional payoff.
Focus on key character arcs.2.
For example, Grissom and Sara’s
romance slowly builds across
seasons 1–9. The Warrick Brown
tragedy is best appreciated when
you’ve seen him from the
beginning.
Supplement with crossover3.
episodes. CSI Las Vegas crossed
over with CSI: Miami and CSI: NY. If
you want the complete universe,
note those episodes: “Cross-
Jurisdictions” (Season 2, Episode

22), “MIA/NYC NonStop” (Season
7, Episode 6), and others.
Use fan-curated guides for4.
filler vs. must-watch. Some
episodes are lighter on the science
and heavier on personal drama. If
you’re short on time, prioritize
episodes marked as pivotal in
many online CSI Las Vegas
episode guide resources.

SPECIAL EPISODES AND
MILESTONES IN THE CSI LAS
VEGAS EPISODE GUIDE

Over  15  seasons,  the  show  produced
several landmark episodes that deserve
special attention:

“The Kiss” (Season 3, Episode
15) – A unique episode told from
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the perspective of a deaf woman,
using minimal dialogue and heavy
visual storytelling.
“Fur and Loathing” (Season 5,
Episode 6) – A murder case set in
the world of furries, allowing the
writers to explore unique
subcultures.
“Living Doll” (Season 7,
Episode 24) – The terrifying
conclusion to the Miniature Killer
arc, with Sara Sidle kidnapped.
“Mascara” (Season 9, Episode
9) – A case where the victim is a
Las Vegas showgirl, highlighting
the city’s entertainment industry.
“The List” (Season 12, Episode
1) – A cold-case list drawn from
real-life unsolved crimes.
“Homecoming” (Season 13,

Episode 7) – Catherine Willows
returns for a guest appearance, a
treat for long-time viewers.

These  ep isodes  are  f requent ly
recommended in any detailed CSI Las
Vegas episode guide for their creative
risk-taking or emotional weight.

CHARACTER EVOLUTION
THROUGH THE SEASONS

A good CSI Las Vegas episode guide
also tracks character changes. Let’s look
at the main protagonists:

Gil Grissom – A brilliant,
introverted entomologist who
leads the team with quiet
authority. His departure in Season
9 marked a major turning point.
Catherine Willows – A former
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stripper turned CS supervisor. Her
personal life, especially her
relationship with her daughter
Lindsey, provided ongoing drama.
Warrick Brown – A
compassionate but troubled CSI
whose gambling addiction led to
his tragic death.
Nick Stokes – The loyal,
sometimes hot-headed Texan. He
was the longest-serving original
cast member.
Sara Sidle – Grissom’s love
interest and a determined
scientist. She left the show
multiple times but always
returned.
Greg Sanders – Started as a lab
tech and later became a field CSI,
providing comic relief and growth.

D.B. Russell – The team leader
introduced in Season 12, bringing
a more down-to-earth, family-
oriented style.

Understanding  these  arcs  helps  you
appreciate why certain episodes are fan
favorites.

SPIN-OFFS AND LEGACY

CSI Las Vegas spawned two direct spin-
offs: CSI: Miami (2002–2012) and CSI: NY
(2004–2013), as well as a digital series
CSI:  Cyber  (2015–2016).  In  2021,  a
sequel  ser ies  t i t led  CSI :  Vegas
premiered,  bringing  back  original
characters  like  Grissom,  Sara,  and
Hodges  whi le  introducing  a  new
generation. That revival series is a direct
continuation  of  the  original’s  storyline.
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For  fans  using  a  CSI  Las  Vegas
episode  guide,  the  revival  is  best
watched  after  finishing  the  original
series.

WHERE TO FIND A COMPLETE CSI
LAS VEGAS EPISODE GUIDE

While  this  article  offers  a  robust
overview,  you  may  want  a  detailed
episode-by-episode breakdown. Reliable
sources include:

Official streaming platforms
(Paramount+, Amazon Prime
Video) often have built-in episode
lists with synopses.
Fan wikis (e.g., CSI Wiki on
Fandom) provide comprehensive
plot details, cast, and trivia.
IMDb – Each episode has ratings

and user reviews, helpful for
deciding what to watch.
TV guide archives from the
original broadcast era.

Always cross-reference multiple sources
to  ensure  accuracy,  especially  for
streaming order vs. original airdate order
(some platforms reorder episodes).

CONCLUSION

A  well-structured  CSI  Las  Vegas
episode guide  is  more than a list  of
titles and airdates – it’s a map through a
groundbreaking  series  that  changed
television. From Grissom’s bug samples
to Nick’s burial, from the Miniature Killer
to the desert finale, each episode adds a
piece to the puzzle of what made CSI Las
Vegas a cultural phenomenon. Whether
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you’re  start ing  from  the  pi lot  or
revisiting the final season, use this guide
to  navigate  the  intricate  cases  and

memorable  moments  that  defined  a
generation  of  forensic  drama.  Happy
watching, and remember: the evidence
never lies.


