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INTRODUCTION: THE QUEST FOR
THE ULTIMATE WEAPON

Few  achievements  in  the  world  of
gaming feel as satisfying as the moment
you  finally  craft  your  first  diamond
sword.  That  distinct,  shimmering  blue
blade  represents  more  than  just  a
tool—it  symbolizes  progress,  mastery,
and  readiness  for  the  toughest
challenges the game can throw at you.
Whether  you  are  a  new  player  just

starting  your  journey  or  a  seasoned
veteran looking to refine your technique,
understand ing  how  to  make  a
diamond  sword  is  a  milestone  that
transforms  your  entire  gameplay
experience.  This  guide  will  walk  you
through every step of the process, from
locating  the  raw materials  to  wielding
your finished weapon with confidence.
The diamond sword is not just a weapon;
it  is  a  statement.  It  deals  significant
damage,  boasts  impressive  durability,
and serves as the foundation for some of
the most powerful enchantments in the
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game. But before you can enjoy these
benefits, you need to know exactly what
you are doing. The path from a simple
miner  to  a  diamond  sword  wielder
involves  resource  gathering,  proper
crafting  techniques,  and  a  dash  of
strategic  planning.  Let  us  break  down
everything you need to know so you can
add this  iconic  item to  your  inventory
without wasting a single block of ore.

UNDERSTANDING THE DIAMOND
SWORD: WHY IT MATTERS

Before  we  dive  into  the  step-by-step
instruct ions  on  how  to  make  a
d i a m o n d  s w o r d ,  i t  i s  w o r t h
appreciating why this weapon holds such
a  special  place  in  the  game.  The
diamond  sword  is  the  third  most
powerful  sword  in  the  base  game,

surpassed only by netherite variants. It
deals 7 attack damage (3.5 hearts) and
has  a  durability  of  1,561  uses.  This
means you can strike enemies over one
and  a  half  thousand  times  before  the
sword  even  begins  to  show  signs  of
wear. Compared to iron, gold, or stone
swords, the diamond sword is a massive
upgrade in both lethality and longevity.
Moreover, the diamond sword opens up
advanced  combat  strategies.  With  the
right  enchantments,  you  can  turn  this
already formidable weapon into a true
powerhouse.  Sharpness  increases
damage, Smite allows you to devastate
undead  mobs  with  ease,  and  Looting
helps you collect  more resources from
your kills. The diamond sword also has
the unique distinction of being the step
before netherite, meaning any time you
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spend  using  and  enchanting  your
diamond  sword  prepares  you  for  the
ultimate upgrade.

WHAT YOU NEED BEFORE YOU
START

Knowing  how  to  make  a  diamond
sword  begins  with  understanding  the
required ingredients. You cannot simply
wish  a  diamond  sword  into  existence;
you  need  the  right  materials  and  the
right tool. Here is what you must gather
b e f o r e  y o u  e v e n  t h i n k  a b o u t
approaching  a  crafting  table:

2 Diamonds: The most precious
resource in the Overworld.
Diamonds are rare and require
careful mining.
1 Stick: A simple but essential

component. Sticks are made from
wooden planks and serve as the
handle for your sword.
A Crafting Table: You cannot
craft a diamond sword in your 2x2
inventory crafting grid. You need
the full 3x3 grid of a crafting table.
A Pickaxe (at least iron): You
need an iron or better pickaxe to
mine diamond ore. Using a stone
or wooden pickaxe will yield
nothing.

That is it. Two diamonds and one stick.
However, as any experienced player will
tell  you,  the  simplicity  of  the  recipe
belies  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  those
two diamonds. Let us explore the mining
process in detail  so you can maximize
your efforts and minimize wasted time.
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STEP 1: MINING FOR DIAMONDS

Finding the Right
Depth
Diamonds generate deep underground.
In  modern  versions  of  the  game,
diamond  ore  appears  most  frequently
between Y-levels -50 and -64, with the
sweet spot being around Y-level -59. This
is  where  your  branch  mining  efforts
should  focus.  To  find  your  current  Y-
level, press F3 on Java Edition or check
the coordinates on Bedrock Edition. You
want to dig down until you reach these
negative depths,  which are well  below
sea level.

Branch Mining:
The Proven
Method
Branch mining is the most reliable way
to find diamonds. The concept is simple:
dig a main tunnel at your desired Y-level,
then  dig  side  branches  every  two  or
three blocks.  This  pattern exposes the
maximum  number  of  blocks  for  the
minimum amount of digging. Remember
to bring plenty of torches, food, and a
water  bucket  for  emergencies.  You
s h o u l d  a l s o  c a r r y  e x t r a
pickaxes—preferably  iron—because  the
mining process takes time and you do
n o t  w a n t  t o  b e  s t r a n d e d  d e e p
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underground  with  a  broken  tool.

What to Do
When You Find
Diamond Ore
When  you  see  those  distinctive  blue
flecks in stone, stop and take a moment.
Diamond ore is valuable and fragile. Use
an iron pickaxe or better to mine it. If
you  use  a  fortune-enchanted  pickaxe,
you  can  increase  the  number  of
diamonds  you  get  from  a  single  ore
block—Fortune III  can yield  up to  four
diamonds from one block. If you do not
have  a  fortune  pickaxe  yet,  consider
marking the location and returning later.

However, if you just need two diamonds
for  your  sword,  simply  mining the ore
with an iron pickaxe will  give you one
diamond per block.

Alternative Ways
to Acquire
Diamonds
Mining  is  not  the  only  way  to  get
diamonds.  You  can  also  find  them  in
chest  loot  scattered  throughout  the
world.  Desert  temples,  jungle  temples,
shipwrecks,  buried  treasure,  and
especially  end  city  chests  all  have  a
c h a n c e  t o  c o n t a i n  d i a m o n d s .
Additionally,  villager  trading  can  yield
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diamonds if you level up an armorer or
tool  smith  to  the  master  tier.  But  for
most players,  especially  those early  in
the  game,  branch  mining  remains  the
most straightforward method. Once you
have collected  at  least  two diamonds,
you  are  ready  for  the  next  stage  of
learning  how  to  make  a  diamond
sword.

STEP 2: CRAFTING YOUR
DIAMOND SWORD

With your two diamonds and one stick in
hand,  it  is  time  to  visit  your  crafting
table. Follow these steps exactly:

Right-click or tap your crafting1.
table to open the 3x3 crafting grid.
Place your stick in the bottom-2.
center cell of the grid (the middle

cell of the bottom row).
Place your two diamonds in the3.
cells directly above the stick. One
diamond goes in the center cell of
the grid, and the other diamond
goes in the center-top cell.
When placed correctly, the4.
diamond sword icon appears in the
result box to the right.
Drag or shift-click the diamond5.
sword into your inventory.

The arrangement forms a vertical  line:
diamond  at  the  top,  diamond  in  the
middle, and stick at the bottom. If you
have ever crafted a wooden, stone, or
iron  sword,  the  pattern  is  exactly  the
same—only  the  material  has  changed.
This recipe is the key to how to make a
diamond sword,  and  once  you  have
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done it,  you will  notice the immediate
difference in your combat capabilities.

STEP 3: ENCHANTING YOUR
DIAMOND SWORD (OPTIONAL
BUT RECOMMENDED)

While a plain diamond sword is already a
formidable  weapon,  enchanting  it
transforms  it  into  something  truly
special.  Enchanting  adds  magical
properties  that  can  increase  damage,
add  special  effects,  or  improve  your
resource  gathering.  To  enchant  your
sword,  you  need  an  enchanting  table,
lapis lazuli, and experience levels.

Setting Up an
Enchanting Table
An enchanting table requires 4 obsidian,
2  diamonds,  and  1  book.  Once  built,
surround it with bookshelves to increase
the level  of  enchantments available.  A
full setup of 15 bookshelves arranged in
a  square  with  one-block  gaps  allows
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t - l e v e l
enchantments (level 30). This is the gold
standard  for  enchanting  any  weapon,
including your diamond sword.

Best
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Enchantments
for a Diamond

Sword
When you enchant your sword, you will
be  offered  a  selection  of  random
enchantments based on your experience
level.  The  best  enchantments  for  a
diamond sword include:

Sharpness V: Increases overall
damage by a flat amount. This is
the most versatile damage
enchantment.
Smite V: Deals massive bonus
damage to undead mobs
(skeletons, zombies, wither

skeletons, etc.). If you fight a lot of
undead, this is excellent.
Bane of Arthropods V: Increases
damage against spiders, cave
spiders, silverfish, and bees. Less
useful overall.
Looting III: Increases the number
of items dropped by mobs you kill.
Great for gathering resources.
Fire Aspect II: Sets targets on
fire, causing additional damage
over time.
Knockback II: Pushes enemies
away from you. Useful for creating
distance.
Unbreaking III: Gives your sword
a chance to not lose durability
when used. This is essential for
long-term use.
Mending: Repairs your sword
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using experience orbs. This is the
ultimate durability enchantment.

Ideally,  you  want  a  combination  of
Sharpness,  Unbreaking,  and  either
Looting  or  Mending.  You  can  combine
enchanted books with an anvil to stack
multiple enchantments onto one sword.
An anvil requires 3 iron blocks and 4 iron
ingots,  so  start  collecting  iron  early  if
you  plan  to  create  a  fully  enchanted
diamond sword.

STEP 4: USING AND MAINTAINING
YOUR DIAMOND SWORD

Now that you understand how to make
a diamond sword and how to enchant
it,  you  need  to  know how to  wield  it
effectively.  The  diamond  sword  is  your
primary tool for combat, but it also has a

secondary use: breaking certain blocks
faster than with your hands, though it is
not  as  efficient  as  a  dedicated  tool.  In
combat,  the  diamond  sword  shines
against  all  hostile  mobs.  Its  reach  is
s l ight ly  longer  than  some  other
weapons, and its attack speed is well-
balanced.  A  critical  hit  (achieved  by
jumping  and  attacking  while  falling)
deals even more damage, so use that
technique whenever possible.

Keeping Your
Sword in Good
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Condition
Durability  management  is  part  of
mastering the diamond sword. Even with
1,561  uses,  the  sword  will  eventually
wear out. If you have not enchanted it
with  Mending  or  Unbreaking,  you  can
repair  it  on  an  anvil  using  additional
diamonds.  However,  the  repair  cost
increases  w i th  each  repa i r ,  so
enchanting  with  Mending  is  a  much
better  long-term  strategy.  Mending
repairs your sword whenever you collect
experience orbs while holding it in your
main  hand  or  off-hand.  This  means  you
can  keep  you r  d i amond  sword
indefinitely  as  long  as  you  continue
gaining  experience.

STEP 5: UPGRADING TO
NETHERITE (THE NEXT FRONTIER)

Once you have mastered how to make
a  diamond sword  and  have  used  it
extensively,  you may want to consider
the  ultimate  upgrade:  netherite.  A
netherite sword is crafted by combining
your  diamond  sword  with  a  netherite
ingot  on  a  smithing  table.  Netherite
swords deal slightly more damage (+1
attack damage),  have higher durability
(2,031  uses),  and  are  resistant  to  fire
and lava. They also float in lava, so you
wi l l  not  lose  your  weapon  i f  you
accidentally drop it in the Nether.
To obtain netherite,  you need to mine
ancient debris in the Nether (at Y-level
15 is best), smelt it into netherite scraps,
and combine four scraps with four gold
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ingots to make one netherite ingot. It is
a  challenging  but  rewarding  process.
Your enchanted diamond sword can be
upgraded  directly—the  enchantments
carry  over  to  the  netherite  version.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

Even  experienced  players  sometimes
make  errors  when  learning  how  to
make a diamond sword. Here are the
most common pitfalls and how to avoid
them:

Wasting diamonds on tools
you do not need: Diamonds are

scarce. Do not craft a diamond hoe
or diamond shovel unless you have
an abundance. Focus on a sword,
pickaxe, and armor first.
Forgetting to bring a crafting
table: You cannot craft a diamond
sword in your inventory grid.
Always carry a crafting table or set
one up at your base before
attempting to craft your sword.
Mining at the wrong Y-level:
Diamonds are most common
below Y-level -50. If you are mining
at Y-level 11 like in older versions,
you are wasting your time.


