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INTRODUCTION:
THE UNLIKELY
INTERSECTION OF
ART AND ETERNITY

Few stories in modern
sp i r i t ua l i t y  have
captured  the  public
imagination  quite  like
the  convergence  of
Akiane  Kramarik’s
divine artwork and the
global  phenomenon of
the  book  and  film
Heaven  Is  for  Real.
At  the  heart  of  this
intersect ion  l ies  a
single, arresting image:
a  portra i t  of  Jesus
Christ,  painted  by  a
young girl who claimed
to  have  seen  heaven.

W h e n  t h e  w o r l d
learned that this same
painting  was  the  very
image that mirrored a
young boy’s own vision
o f  J e s u s ,  t h e
connection  between
Akiane and Heaven Is
for  Real  became  a
touchstone for millions
seeking  affirmation  of
the  af ter l i fe .  This
article explores the full
depth  of  this  story,
examining  Akiane’s
journey, the veracity of
the accounts,  and the
lasting  cultural  impact
of  this  remarkable
alignment.
The  phrase  Akiane
Heaven  Is  for  Real
immediately  evokes
the  powerful  moment
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when  two  separate,
d i v i n e l y - i n s p i r e d
accounts  converged.
To  understand  the
significance,  one  must
look at the lives of two
c h i l d r e n :  A k i a n e
Kramarik,  the  artist
who painted Jesus from
her visions, and Colton
Burpo,  the  young boy
whose  near-death
experience  (NDE)  was
chronicled in the best-
sell ing  book.  Their
stories,  independent
ye t  mys te r i ous l y
connected, have fueled
a  w i d e s p r e a d
fascination  with  the
possibility that heaven
i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a
theological  concept,
but  a  tangible  reality.

WHO IS AKIANE
KRAMARIK? THE
PRODIGY WITH A
VISION

A
Childhood
Unlike
Any
Other
Born on July 11, 1994,
i n  M o u n t  M o r r i s ,
I l l i n o i s ,  A k i a n e
Kramarik  displayed an
extraordinary  aptitude
for  art  from  a  very
early age. By the time
she was four years old,
s h e  w a s  a l r e a d y
producing  drawings
that  were  far  beyond
the  developmental
stage  of  her  peers.
However,  it  was  not
just  her  artistic  skill
that  set  her  apart;  it
was the source of her
inspiration.  Akiane,
raised in a home that
was  not  particularly
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religious,  began  to
describe  vivid  visions
of  heaven.  She  spoke
o f  m e e t i n g  G o d ,
walking  in  gardens  of
indescribable light, and
encountering  angels.
Her  parents,  initially
skeptical,  were  slowly
drawn  into  her  world
by the consistency and
peacefulness  of  her
accounts.

The Birth
of "Prince
of Peace"
Perhaps  the  most
f a m o u s  w o r k
associated  with  the
p h r a s e  A k i a n e
Heaven Is for Real is
her  painting  t it led
"Prince  of  Peace."
Akiane  began  working
on  this  portrait  when
she  was  just  e ight
years  old.  She  has

stated  in  numerous
interviews that she saw
the face of Jesus in her
v i s i o n s  a n d  f e l t
compelled to paint it. It
t o o k  h e r  s e v e r a l
attempts  and  months
of painstaking work to
translate  the  vision
onto canvas. The result
i s  a  h a u n t i n g l y
beautiful,  multi-ethnic
depiction of Christ with
large,  compassionate
eyes that seem to look
directly  through  the
viewer.  The  painting
features  a  crown  of
t h o r n s ,  b u t  t h e
expression  is  one  of
profound  love  and
w i s d o m ,  n o t  o f
suffering.  This  image
would  later  become a
central  artifact  in  the
Heaven  Is  for  Real
narrative.

THE STORY OF
COLTON BURPO
AND "HEAVEN IS
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FOR REAL"

A Near-
Death
Experienc
e in
Small-
Town
Nebraska
Whi le  Ak iane  was
painting her visions in
Illinois,  a  four-year-old
boy  named  Col ton
Burpo was undergoing
a  l i fe-threatening
emergency in Imperial,
Nebraska.  During  an
e m e r g e n c y
a p p e n d e c t o m y ,
Colton’s  condit ion
deteriorated  to  the
point where his father,
Todd Burpo (a pastor),

prayed desperately for
his  son’s  life.  When
Colton  recovered,  he
b e g a n  t o  s h a r e
astonishing  details
about  what  he  had
seen  while  his  body
was under anesthesia.
He  spoke  of  floating
above  the  operating
table,  watching  the
doc to r s  wo rk .  He
described  meeting  his
s ister—a  chi ld  h is
parents had never told
him  about,  who  had
been  miscarried  years
ear l ie r .  And  most
p o w e r f u l l y ,  h e
described sitting in the
lap of Jesus.

The
Connectio
n to
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Akiane's
Painting
The  story  of  Akiane
Heaven  Is  for  Real
reaches its zenith when
Todd  Burpo,  trying  to
understand  his  son’s
experience,  searched
for  an image of  Jesus
that  matched  Colton’s
description.  He  found
countless  classical
p a i n t i n g s  o f  a
European-looking Jesus
w i t h  a  s o r r o w f u l
expression.  None  of
them  fit.  Then,
someone  showed  him
Akiane’s  "Prince  of
Peace."  According  to
T o d d  B u r p o ,  t h e
moment  Colton  saw
t h e  p a i n t i n g ,  h e
immediately  identified
it as the Jesus he had
met. He pointed to the
painting and said, with
childlike  certainty,
"That’s  Him."  This

s ing le  moment  o f
recognition  turned
Akiane’s  art  from  a
curiosity into a globally
recognized  spiritual
artifact.  The book and
subsequent  film
Heaven  Is  for  Real
featured  this  painting
p r o m i n e n t l y ,
cementing  the  l ink
b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o
children’s experiences.

THE ARTISTIC AND
SPIRITUAL
RESONANCE OF
THE IMAGE

Why This
Painting
Feels
Different
There is a reason why
the Akiane Heaven Is
for  Real  connection
resonated  so  deeply
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with  the  public.  The
"Prince  of  Peace"
does  not  look  l ike
traditional  Western
religious  art.  Akiane
has explained that the
Jesus she saw was not
a man of a single race
b u t  a  b e i n g  w h o
e n c o m p a s s e d  a l l
humanity. The eyes in
t h e  p a i n t i n g  a r e
p a r t i c u l a r l y
str ik ing—they  are
large,  luminous,  and
carry  an  expression
that people describe as
" o m n i s c i e n t  y e t
gentle." For those who
have  experienced  a
deep  sense  o f  the
divine,  looking  at  this
painting  feels  like  an
acknowledgment.  For
the  millions  who  read
the  book  or  saw  the
film,  it  provided  a
tangible, visual anchor
fo r  the  o therw ise
indescribable  concept
of  heaven.

Akiane's
Broader
Body of
Work
Whi le  "Pr ince  of
Peace"  is  her  most
famous  work,  Akiane
has produced hundreds
of  other  paintings,
drawings,  and  poems.
Her  themes  o f ten
include:

Heavenly
landscapes:
Vistas of light,
crystal rivers,
and gardens that
defy earthly
logic.
Angels and
spiritual
beings: Figures
that are both
majestic and
approachable.
Allegorical self-
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portraits:
Images exploring
the human
condition,
suffering, and
transcendence.
Portraits of
Jesus and the
Holy Family:
Deeply personal
interpretations of
biblical figures.

H e r  w o r k  i s
characterized  by  a
stunning  use  of  light
a n d  s h a d o w ,  a
t e c h n i q u e  s h e
developed  intuitively.
She  often  speaks  of
"seeing"  a  painting  in
her  mind  before  she
begins, stating that she
is  simply  channeling
what  she  has  already
witnessed. This has led
many to view her not
just as an artist, but as
a mystic.

CRITICISM,

SKEPTICISM, AND
THE SEARCH FOR
TRUTH

Natural
Explanati
ons and
Debates
Of course, the story of
Akiane Heaven Is for
Real is not without its
skeptics.  Critics  offer
several  alternative
explanations  for  the
phenomenon:

Confirmation1.
bias: Believers
see what they
want to see in
the painting
because the
story of Colton
Burpo primes
them to do so.
Parental2.
influence: Some



8

8 Akiane Heaven Is For Real 2025-02-19

suggest that
Akiane’s visions
were culturally
influenced or
subconsciously
guided by her
parents, even if
unintentionally.
Psychological3.
archetypes:
Carl Jung’s
theory of the
collective
unconscious
suggests that
images of a wise,
loving father
figure are
universal and
can emerge
spontaneously
from the human
mind.
Childish4.
imagination:
Children often
have vivid
imaginations,
and their
accounts of
"heaven" may be
a blend of dream

states, cultural
exposure, and
the desire to
please adults.

The
Response
from
Believers
Yet,  for  those  who
accept the accounts at
f a c e  v a l u e ,  t h e
evidence is compelling.
Colton  Burpo  knew
details  he  could  not
have  known  naturally
(such as his miscarried
s i s t e r ) .  A k i a n e ,
simultaneously,  was
painting a specific face
of  Jesus  that  she  had
never seen in books or
churches. The fact that
two  i ndependen t
children,  from different
parts  of  the  country
and  different  family
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backgrounds, produced
matching  testimonies
is, for many, a powerful
apologet ic  for  the
reality  of  heaven.  The
alignment  of  Akiane’s
vision  with  Colton’s
experience  creates  a
symmetry  that  feels
divinely  orchestrated
r a t h e r  t h a n
coincidental.

THE CULTURAL
AND SPIRITUAL
IMPACT

A Revival
of
Interest
in Near-
Death

Experienc
es
The  popularity  of  the
Akiane Heaven Is for
Real story contributed
directly  to  a  massive
resurgence  of  interest
i n  n e a r - d e a t h
experiences  (NDEs)  in
the  2010s.  Books  like
Heaven Is for Real, The
Boy  Who  Came  Back
f rom  Heaven ,  and
Proof of Heaven by Dr.
E b e n  A l e x a n d e r
dominated  bestseller
lists.  Akiane’s  artwork
became  the  visual
shorthand  for  th is
m o v e m e n t .  H e r
paintings were used on
b o o k  c o v e r s ,  i n
documentary  films,
a n d  i n  c h u r c h
presentations.  She
became a  celebrity  in
Christian  and  spiritual
circles,  appearing  on
m a j o r  t e l e v i s i o n
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networks and speaking
at conferences.

The
"Akiane
Effect" on
Modern
Faith
For  many  people  who
had drifted away from
organized religion,  the
s t o r y  o f  A k i a n e
Heaven  Is  for  Real
offered  a  fresh,  non-
denominational  reason
t o  b e l i e v e  i n  a n
afterlife.  The  story
bypassed  theological
debates  about  church
doctr ine  and  went
straight to the heart: a
child’s  experience  of
love.  Akiane  herself
h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n
careful  to  frame  her
work  as  a  gift  rather

t h a n  a  c l a i m  t o
religious authority. She
encourages viewers to
find  their  own  path  to
God,  whatever  that
may  be.  This  open-
handed  approach  has
made  her  a  unifying
figure  across  a  wide
spectrum  of  spiritual
t r a d i t i o n s ,  f r o m
evangelical  Christians
to  New  Age  seekers.

Art as a
Bridge to
the
Transcen
dent
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
profound  takeaways
f r o m  t h e  Ak iane
Heaven  Is  for  Real
phenomenon  is  the
p o w e r  o f  a r t  t o
communicate  what
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words  cannot.  Todd
Burpo  cou ld  have
described  Colton’s
Jesus  in  a  thousand
different  ways,  but
w i thou t  Ak iane ’ s
p a i n t i n g ,  t h e
description would have
remained abstract.  Art
m a d e  t h e  v i s i o n
accessible. This has led
t o  a  g r e a t e r
appreciation  among
believers for the role of
creativity  in  spiritual
l i f e .  I f  God  i s  t he
ultimate  creator,  then
h u m a n
creativity—especially
that  which  seems  to
come  from  a  divine
source—can be seen as
a form of worship and
revelation.

AKIANE TODAY:
CONTINUING THE
JOURNEY

As  of  today,  Akiane
Kramarik  is  an  adult.
She continues to paint,
t h o u g h  s h e  h a s

stepped back from the
i n t e n s e  p u b l i c
spot l ight.  She  has
spoken  about  the
challenges  of  growing
up under such intense
scrutiny,  particularly
being  known  as  "the
girl who painted Jesus."
She  has  dealt  with
questions  about  her
faith,  her  sanity,  and
her  authenticity.  Yet,
she remains grounded
in  her  core  message:
love is real, heaven is
real, and every person
is created for a divine
purpose.  Her  later
works  have  explored
more  abstract  and
symbolic  themes,  but
she  sti l l  returns  to
portraiture,  always
chasing  that  elusive
vision  of  perfect  light
she saw as a child.
She has also expanded
into writing poetry and
is  working  on  other
creative  projects.  Her
website  and  social
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m e d i a  a c c o u n t s
con t i nue  t o  d raw
millions of visitors. The
legacy  o f  Akiane
Heaven  Is  for  Real
endures, not just as a
story  from  the  past,
b u t  a s  a  l i v i n g
conversation about the
boundaries  of  human
consciousness and the
hope of eternal life.

KEY THEMES AND
TAKEAWAYS FROM
THE STORY

Childlike faith:
Both Akiane and
Colton
approached their
experiences with
the unvarnished
honesty of
children, which
gave their
accounts a
unique credibility
and charm.
The power of
visual
confirmation:
The matching of

an artwork to a
verbal account
provided a rare
"double witness"
that
strengthened the
case for the
supernatural.
Universality of
the divine
image: Akiane’s
multi-ethnic
portrayal of Jesus
resonated with a
global audience,
emphasizing that
God’s love
transcends race
and culture.
Hope in the
face of death:
The ultimate
appeal of the
Akiane Heaven
Is for Real
narrative is its
promise that
death is not the
end. It offers
comfort to the
grieving and
hope to the
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fearful.

CONCLUSION: A
LEGACY WRITTEN
IN LIGHT

The  story  of  Akiane
Heaven Is for Real is
far more than a media
sensation or a footnote
i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f

religious  art.  It  is  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
human  longing  for
certainty  about  what
lies  beyond  this  life.
Whether one views the
accounts  of  Akiane
Kramarik  and  Colton
Burpo  as  genu ine
divine revelation or


