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THE BREAKING OF
THE FELLOWSHIP
PIANO SHEET
MUSIC: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO HOWARD
SHORE’S
MASTERPIECE

There are some pieces
o f  m u s i c  t h a t
transcend their original
context  and  become
universal  symbols  of
emot ion .  Howard
Shore’s  “The Breaking
of the Fellowship” from
The Lord of the Rings:

The  Fellowship  of  the
Ring  is  exactly  that
kind  of  composition.
Whether  you  first
heard it while watching
Frodo make his solitary
decision  to  continue
the  quest  alone  or
discovered it through a
f r i e n d ’ s  p i a n o
recording,  this  piece
has a unique ability to
stir  something  deep
w i t h i n  y o u .  F o r
pianists,  finding  and
learning The Breaking
Of  The  Fellowship
Piano Sheet Music is
a  rite  of  passage—a
journey into one of the
m o s t  b e a u t i f u l l y
sorrowful  themes  in
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modern film scoring. In
this  article,  we  will
explore everything you
need  to  know  about
this  piece,  from  its
musical  structure  and
emotional resonance to
where  you  can  find
reliable  sheet  music
a n d  h o w  y o u  c a n
approach  learning  it
effectively.

THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE PIECE IN
FILM HISTORY

Before we dive into the
technical  aspects  of
the  sheet  music,  it  is
essential to understand
why this piece matters
so  much .  Howard
Shore’s  score  for  The
Lo rd  o f  t he  R ings
t r i l o g y  i s  w i d e l y
regarded as one of the
greatest  film  scores
ever  written.  It  won
three Academy Awards
and  countless  other
honours.  But  beyond
the  awards,  Shore

achieved  something
rare:  he  created  a
musical  language  that
feels ancient, mythical,
and deeply  human all
at once.
“The  Breaking  of  the
Fellowship” occurs at a
pivotal moment in the
first  film.  The
F e l l o w s h i p  h a s
fractured. Boromir has
fallen.  Frodo  decides
he  must  continue  the
journey  alone.  The
music  captures  this
moment  of  profound
loss, responsibility, and
isolation.  It  is  not  a
triumphant theme. It is
not  a  purely  sad  one
e i t h e r .  I t  s i t s
s o m e w h e r e  i n
between,  carrying  the
weight  of  sacrifice  and
the  faint  glimmer  of
hope.  When  you  sit
down  to  p lay  The
Breaking  Of  The
Fellowship  Piano
Sheet Music, you are
not just playing notes.
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You are telling a story
of separation, courage,
and the heavy burden
of destiny.

UNDERSTANDING
THE MUSICAL
STRUCTURE

To  truly  do  justice  to
this piece, you need to
unde r s tand  wha t
makes it tick musically.
The  composition  is
bui l t  around  a  few
recurring  motifs  that
Shore weaves together
w i t h  r e m a r k a b l e
sensitivity.

Key and
Tonality
The  piece  is  primarily
in D minor, a key often
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h
s e r i o u s n e s s  a n d
i n t r o s p e c t i o n .
However, Shore moves
through  related  keys
with  a  fluidity  that

keeps  the  l istener
emotionally  engaged.
The harmonic language
i s  r o o t e d  i n  l a t e
Romanticism but never
b e c o m e s  o v e r l y
c o m p l e x .  T h i s
accessibility  is  part  of
w h a t  m a k e s  T h e
Breaking  Of  The
Fellowship  Piano
S h e e t  M u s i c  s o
r e w a r d i n g  f o r
in termediate  and
advanced  pianists
alike. You can feel the
e m o t i o n a l  s h i f t s
without  needing  a
d e g r e e  i n  m u s i c
theory.

Melodic
Themes
The  main  melody  is
b a s e d  o n  t h e
Fel lowship  theme,
w h i c h  a p p e a r s
throughout  the  trilogy
in various forms. In this
p a r t i c u l a r
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arrangement ,  the
theme is stripped back
and  vulnerable.  It  is
played  predominantly
in the right hand, with
the left hand providing
support ive ,  o f ten
a r p e g g i a t e d
harmonies.  There  is
a l so  a  seconda ry
theme  that  emerges,
representing  Frodo’s
internal struggle. When
you  work  through  the
sheet music, pay close
attention to how these
two  themes  interact.
They  are  not  merely
played  one  after  the
other;  they  dialogue
w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,
creating a narrative arc
within the piece itself.

Rhythmic
Elements
The tempo is slow and
deliberate,  around  60
to 70 beats per minute.
Do  not  let  the  slow

pace  fool  you  into
thinking this is an easy
piece  to  master.  The
c h a l l e n g e  l i e s  i n
m a i n t a i n i n g  a
consistent  pulse  while
shaping  each  phrase
with  the  appropriate
amount  of  rubato.
Rubato,  the  subtle
s p e e d i n g  u p  a n d
slowing down of tempo
for expressive effect, is
crucial here. Without it,
the  music  can  sound
m e c h a n i c a l  a n d
lifeless.  Many versions
of  The  Breaking  Of
The  Fe l l owsh ip
Piano  Sheet  Music
i n c l u d e  t e m p o
markings and phrasing
suggestions  to  guide
you,  but  ultimately,
you must develop your
own  sense  of  timing
and breath.

WHERE TO FIND
RELIABLE SHEET
MUSIC

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
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common  questions
pianists ask is where to
find accurate and high-
quality sheet music for
this piece. Because the
c o m p o s i t i o n  i s
protected by copyright,
you  will  not  find  free
legal versions that are
faithful  to  Howard
Shore’s  original  score.
However,  there  are
several  legit imate
sources where you can
purchase  or  download
The Breaking Of The
Fellowship  Piano
S h e e t  M u s i c  i n
various arrangements.

Official
Hal
Leonard
Publicatio

ns
Hal  Leonard  publishes
the  official  piano  solo
arrangements from the
Lo rd  o f  t he  R ings
t r i logy.  These  are
generally  the  most
accurate transcriptions
available.  They  are
carefully  notated  and
i n c l u d e  d y n a m i c
markings,  fingerings,
and pedal suggestions.
If you are serious about
learning  the  piece  as
Shore intended, this is
the gold standard. You
can find these books at
major  music  retailers
or online platforms like
Sheet  Music  Plus  and
Musicnotes.

Digital
Platforms
Webs i tes  such  as
Musicnotes  and  Sheet
Music  Direct  offer
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ind iv idua l  d ig i ta l
down loads  o f  the
piece.  This  is  a  great
option if you only want
to  learn  this  specific
composition  rather
than  purchasing  an
entire book. The digital
versions  are  usually
transposable,  allowing
you to change the key
if  needed,  and  they
o f t e n  c o m e  w i t h
playback  features  so
you can hear how the
piece should sound.

Communi
ty
Arrangem
ents
You  may  also  come
a c r o s s  f a n - m a d e
ar rangements  on
p l a t f o r m s  l i k e
MuseScore or YouTube.
While  these  can  be

useful  for  getting  a
general  sense  of  the
piece, they vary widely
in  quality.  Some  are
simplified  for
beginners, while others
a d d  e l a b o r a t e
ornamentation  that
departs  significantly
from the original. If you
c h o o s e  t o  u s e  a
c o m m u n i t y
arrangement,  compare
it  against  an  official
vers ion  to  ensure
accuracy. The integrity
of  The  Breaking  Of
The  Fe l l owsh ip
Piano  Sheet  Music
matters if you want to
c a p t u r e  t h e  t r u e
emotional  essence  of
the piece.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL
AND SKILL
REQUIREMENTS

If  you  are  wondering
whether you are ready
to tackle this piece, the
answer  depends  on
your current skill  level
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and your willingness to
b e  p a t i e n t  w i t h
yourself.  The  piece  is
generally  considered
intermediate  to  early
advanced.  Here  is  a
breakdown  o f  the
technical  and  musical
demands  you  w i l l
encounter.

Technical
Challenge
s

Hand
independence:
The left hand
often plays
arpeggiated
patterns while
the right hand
carries the
melody. You
need to be
comfortable with
each hand doing
something
different without

losing
coordination.
Wide intervals:
Some stretches
in the left hand
may require you
to reach intervals
of a tenth or
more. If you have
small hands, you
may need to roll
some chords or
find alternative
fingerings.
Dynamic
control: The
piece ranges
from pianissimo
(very soft) to
forte (loud),
often within the
same phrase.
Controlling your
touch across the
keyboard is
essential.
Pedaling:
Proper use of the
sustain pedal is
critical for
achieving the
legato, singing
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quality the piece
demands. Over-
pedaling will
make the
harmonies
muddy, while
under-pedaling
will make the
sound too dry.

Musical
Challenge
s

Expression and
phrasing: This is
not a piece you
can play
mechanically.
You must shape
each phrase as if
you were telling
a story. Where
does the melody
breathe? Where
does it build
tension? Where
does it release?
Rubato: As

mentioned
earlier, rubato is
essential. But it
must be used
tastefully. Too
much rubato
sounds
indulgent. Too
little sounds
robotic. Finding
the balance is
the mark of a
mature pianist.
Emotional
connection:
Perhaps the
hardest
challenge of all is
connecting with
the music on an
emotional level.
The best
performances of
The Breaking
Of The
Fellowship
Piano Sheet
Music come
from pianists
who understand
the story behind
the notes.
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TIPS FOR
LEARNING AND
PERFORMING THE
PIECE

Now that  you  have  a
sense  o f  what  the
piece  requires,  here
are some practical tips
to guide your learning
process.  These  tips
apply whether you are
learning  for  personal
enjoyment or preparing
for a performance.

Start
Slowly
and Use a
Metrono
me
It  is  tempting  to  rush
through  the  p iece
because  you  already
know  how  it  should
sound  from  the  film.

Resist this urge. Begin
at a very slow tempo,
around  50  beats  per
minute,  and  focus  on
a c c u r a c y .  U s e  a
metronome  to  keep
y o u r s e l f  h o n e s t .
Gradually increase the
tempo as your muscle
memory develops. The
goal  is  to  p lay  the
piece  correctly  before
you play it beautifully.
Many pianists skip this
step and end up with
sloppy  technique  that
is  difficult  to  unlearn
later.  Taking  the  time
to  work  through  The
Breaking  Of  The
Fellowship  Piano
S h e e t  M u s i c
methodically  will  pay
dividends  in  the  long
run.

Practice
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Hands
Separatel

y
Because  the  piece
requires so much hand
i n d e p e n d e n c e ,
practicing  each  hand
separately  is  almost
mandatory.  Learn  the
right-hand melody until
you  can  play  it  from
m e m o r y  w i t h
consistent  dynamics.
Then  learn  the  left-
hand  accompaniment
until it feels automatic.
Only  then  should  you
combine  them.  This
approach  may  seem
slow, but it is actually
the  fastest  way  to
achieve  fluency.  When
you  finally  put  both
hands  together,  you
will  be  surprised  at
how  quickly  things
click  into  place.

Pay
Attention
to
Fingering
s
Good  fingering  is  the
foundation  of  smooth
playing.  The  official
sheet  music  usually
includes  suggested
fingerings,  but  do  not
be  afraid  to  modify
t h e m  i f  t h e y  f e e l
unnatural  for  your
hand  size.  Write  your
own  fingerings  in  the
margins if needed. The
goal  is  to  find  a
fingering  pattern  that
allows  you  to  move
efficiently  between
notes  without  tension.
If  you  find  yourself
s t r e t c h i n g
uncomfor tab ly  o r



The Breaking Of The Fellowship Piano Sheet
Music 11

11

twisting  your  wrist,
that is a sign that your
fingering  needs
adjustment.

Record
Yourself
Recording  yourself  is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
effective  ways  to
improve. Listen back to
your  playing  and  be
brutally  honest.  Are
you  keeping  a  steady
t e m p o ?  A r e  t h e
dynamics clear? Is the
phrasing  expressive?
You  wil l  often  hear
things  in  a  recording
that  you  miss  while
p lay ing .  Use  th i s
feedback to refine your
interpretation.  Many
pianists  are  surprised
to  discover  that  what
felt  dramatic  in  the
room  sounds  flat  on
the recording. Use that
knowledge  to  deepen
your  performance  of

The Breaking Of The
Fellowship  Piano
Sheet  Music .

Study the
Film
Scene
I f  y o u  h a v e  n o t
already,  watch  the
s c e n e  f r o m  T h e
Fellowship of the Ring
where this music plays.
Pay  attention  to  the
characters’  faces,  the
cinematography,  and
the pacing of the edit.
Then  close  your  eyes
and listen to the music
alone.  Let  the  images
and emotions soak into
your  understanding  of
the  piece.  When  you
return  to  the  piano,
you will  have a richer
inner  world  to  draw
from.  This  is  what
separates  technically
c o m p e t e n t



12

12 The Breaking Of The Fellowship Piano
Sheet Music

2023-03-30

performances  from
truly  moving  ones.

THE EMOTIONAL
STORYTELLING
THROUGH MUSIC

W h a t  m a k e s  T h e
Breaking  Of  The
Fellowship  Piano
S h e e t  M u s i c  s o
powerful is its ability to
tell  a  story  without
words. The piece opens
with a solo melody that
feels  vulnerable  and
questioning.  As  the
harmonies deepen, the
music  grows  more
intense,  mirroring
Frodo’s  inner  turmoil.
There  is  a  climactic
moment where the full
t h e m e  e m e r g e s ,
supported  by  r ich
chords in the left hand.
This  is  the  instant  of
decision,  the  moment
when Frodo accepts his
fate.  Then  the  music
recedes,  fading into  a
quiet ,  unresolved
ending. The story is not

finished, and the music
knows it.
When  you  play  this
piece, you are not just
reproducing  sound.
You are entering into a
tradition  of  musical
storytelling  that  goes
back centuries. Howard
Shore drew on classical
f o r m s  a n d  f o l k
melodies  to  create
something  that  feels
timeless. Your job as a
pianist  is  to  honour
that  tradition  while
br inging  your  own
sens i t i v i ty  to  the
performance.  Every
time  you  sit  down  to
play The Breaking Of
The  Fe l l owsh ip
Piano  Sheet  Music,
you have the chance to
reinterpret  the  story
through  your  own
hands.

BUILDING A
PRACTICE ROUTINE

To  make  consistent
progress,  consider
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setting aside dedicated
practice  time  for  this
piece  three  to  five
t imes  per  week.  A
structured  routine  will
h e l p  y o u  a v o i d
f r u s t r a t i o n  a n d
plateaus.

Warm-up (51.

minutes): Begin
with scales and
arpeggios in D
minor. This
prepares your
fingers and ears
for the tonal
language of the
piece.
Sectional2.


