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REDISCOVERING
THE HOLIDAY
SPIRIT WITH
GARTH BROOKS:
THE MAGIC OF
CHRISTMAS

When the first chill of
winter settles in and
the scent of pine and
cinnamon fills the air,
music becomes the
true heart of the
holiday season. Among
the countless albums
that try to capture the
essence of this time of
year, few manage to
weave together
tradition, joy, and raw
emotion like Garth
Brooks The Magic of

Christmas. Originally
released in 1999 under
the pseudonym "Chris
Gaines" era confusion
(more on that later),
this album has quietly
become a beloved
staple for country fans
and Christmas
enthusiasts alike. It is
not just a collection of
carols; it is a heartfelt
journey through
memories, family
gatherings, and the
quiet wonder that
makes December so
special. In this article,
we will explore the
story behind the
album, its standout
tracks, the unique
circumstances of its
release, and why it
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continues to resonate
with listeners more
than two decades later.

The
Unconven
tional
Backstory
: From
Chris
Gaines to
a Holiday
Classic

To understand the
magic of this album,
one must first
understand the context
of Garth Brooks' career
in the late 1990s. In
1999, Brooks

embarked on one of
the most ambitious
and controversial
projects in country
music history: the
concept album and film
Chris Gaines: The Life
and Times of a Rock
Star. Brooks
transformed into a
fictional rock musician
named Chris Gaines,
complete with a dark,
brooding persona and
a rock-and-roll sound.
The project was met
with mixed reactions
from fans and critics.
But out of this tangle of
creativity emerged a
surprising gem: a
Christmas album.

At the very end of
1999, as the Chris
Gaines experiment was
winding down, Brooks
released a holiday
recording originally
intended as a
promotional item for
the film. It was called
Garth Brooks The

2 Garth Brooks The Magic Of

2025-03-29

Christmas



Garth Brooks The Magic Of Christmas 3

Magic of Christmas,
and it was initially
available only through
limited distribution.
However, its warmth
and sincerity quickly
won over those who
found it. The album
was later re-released
under Brooks' own
name, shedding the
Chris Gaines baggage
and standing on its
own as a genuine
holiday offering. The
result is a record that
feels both intimate and

grand, blending
traditional carols with
original songs that

capture the spirit of
giving.

A TRACK-BY-
TRACK
EXPLORATION OF

THE ALBUM'S
HIGHLIGHTS

The album contains ten
tracks, each chosen or
written to evoke a
specific facet of the

holiday experience.
From sacred hymns to
playful tunes, every
song contributes to the

overall narrative of
celebration and
reflection.

1. "White
Christma
s" - A
Classic
Reimagin
ed

Brooks opens the
album with Irving
Berlin's timeless
"White Christmas." But
this is no standard
cover. With a gentle,
almost whispered vocal
delivery over a lush
orchestral backdrop,
Brooks transforms the



song into a quiet
prayer for peace. The
arrangement leans
heavily on strings and
a subtle pedal steel
guitar, blending
traditional pop with a
country sensibility. It
sets the tone for an
album that respects
the past while adding a
fresh emotional layer.

2. "Joy to
the
World" -
A
Triumpha
nt Hymn

One of the most
powerful moments on
Garth Brooks The
Magic of Christmas
is his rendition of "Joy

to the World." Rather
than a simple, church-
like arrangement,
Brooks and producer
Allen Reynolds build a
crescendo of
harmonies and driving
piano that feels like a
community of voices
rising together. It is
joyful, indeed, and
demonstrates Brooks’
ability to convey
reverence without
losing his signature
energy.

3. "The
Christma
s Song" -
Chestnut
S
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Roasting

Warmth

Nat King Cole's classic
is tackled with a gentle
swing. Brooks’ voice,
slightly raspy and full
of longing, pairs
beautifully with a jazzy
piano and soft brass.
He does not try to
imitate Cole; instead,
he makes the song his
own by focusing on the
nostalgia of a cozy
holiday evening. This
track exemplifies how
the album balances
familiarity with
originality.

4. "Go
Tell It on

the
Mountain

Gospel
Infused
Energy

This track is a standout
for its sheer
exuberance. Featuring
a gospel choir and a
rollicking piano, Brooks
injects a dose of soulful
energy into the album.
It is impossible not to
tap your foot or sing
along. The call-and-
response structure
between Brooks and
the choir creates a
sense of community
worship that feels
authentic and uplifting.



5. "Silent
Night" - A
Quiet
Moment
of
Reflection

Perhaps the most
intimate track on the
album, "Silent Night" is
stripped down to just
Brooks’ voice and a
whispered acoustic
guitar. There is no
grand production, no
choir — just a man
singing a lullaby to the
world. This minimalist
approach allows the
beauty of the melody
and the depth of the
lyrics to shine. It is a
moment of stillness in

6. "The
Magic of
Christma
s" - An
Original
Gem

The title track, co-
written by Brooks, is
the heart of the album.
"The Magic of
Christmas" is a
reflective ballad that
speaks about the
intangible wonder of
the holiday — the
feeling that transcends
gifts and decorations.
Brooks sings of seeing
the world through a
child's eyes again and
the power of love to
heal. The song has

an often chaotic become a favorite
season. among fans for its
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earnestness and gentle
melody. It captures the
essence of what makes
Garth Brooks The
Magic of Christmas
more than just a cover
album: it is a personal
statement from the
artist about what the
season means to him.

7.
"Wrapped
Up in
You" - A
Love
Song for
the
Holidays

Although not strictly a
Christmas song,
"Wrapped Up in You"

fits perfectly here.
Originally released as a
single earlier that year,
its themes of devotion
and warmth resonate
with the holiday spirit.
The acoustic-driven
tune feels like a cozy
fire on a cold night,
and its inclusion adds a
romantic note to the
album's palette.

8. "What
Child Is
This?" - A
Meditativ
e
Interlude

Brooks approaches the
traditional English
melody of
"Greensleeves" with a
delicate touch. The



arrangement features
a haunting flute and
soft strings, creating
an atmosphere of
reverence. His vocal
delivery is restrained,
letting the age-old
question of the song
stand on its own.

9. "Little
Drummer
Boy" - A
Rhythmic
Journey

This version of "Little
Drummer Boy" is
driven by a steady,
marching beat and
layered percussion.
Brooks brings a sense
of determination to the
narrative of the boy
who offers his humble
gift. The track builds
from a simple pattern

into a full orchestral
climax, mirroring the
idea that even small
offerings can become
grand when given with
love.

10. "0
Holy
Night" - A
Stunning
Finale

The album closes with
perhaps the most
challenging carol in the
canon. "O Holy Night"
demands a wide vocal
range and deep
emotional
commitment.
delivers with a
powerful, soaring
performance that stays
true to the song's
sacred origins. The
final high note is a

Brooks
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triumphant release,
leaving the listenerin a
state of peaceful awe.

WHY THIS ALBUM
STANDS APART IN
GARTH BROOKS'
DISCOGRAPHY

Garth Brooks is known
for high-energy
stadium shows,
storytelling ballads,
and a larger-than-life
persona. But Garth
Brooks The Magic of
Christmas reveals a
different side: a
reflective, gentle artist
who values tradition
and family. The album
was not a commercial
blockbuster compared
to his mainstream
releases, but it has
earned a devoted
following. Fans often
describe it as the
soundtrack to their
Christmas mornings,
played while
decorating the tree or
wrapping presents.

One reason for its
enduring appeal is the
sincerity of the
performances. Brooks
does not rush through
the songs; he takes
time to let each note
breathe. The
production, overseen
by Allen Reynolds, is
warm and organic,
avoiding the sterile
polish that plagues
many modern holiday
albums. It sounds like a
live recording in a cozy
room, complete with
the occasional breath
or slight imperfection
that adds humanity.

Another factor is the
balance between
sacred and secular.
The album includes

hymns like "Silent
Night" and "O Holy
Night" alongside

cheerful romps like "Go
Tell It on the Mountain"
and the romantic
"Wrapped Up in You."
This mix ensures that



listeners of all
backgrounds can find a
moment that speaks to
them. It does not
preach; it simply
shares joy.

THE LEGACY AND
AVAILABILITY OF
"“"THE MAGIC OF
CHRISTMAS™

Initially released with
limited marketing due
to its association with
the Chris Gaines
project, the album has
since been re-released
under Garth Brooks'
own label. It is
available on streaming
platforms and in
physical form, though
some editions remain
collectibles. For those
who discover Garth
Brooks The Magic of
Christmas today, it
feels like a hidden
treasure — an album
that never got the
widespread recognition
it deserved but has
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been passed down
through word of
mouth.

Its legacy is also tied to
Brooks’ own holiday
traditions. In
interviews, Brooks has
mentioned that he
loves singing these
songs with his family,
and that the album
was recorded with his
own children in mind.
This personal touch
comes through in
every track, making it
feel less like a
commercial product
and more like a gift
from an artist to his
listeners.

FINAL THOUGHTS:
WHY YOU SHOULD
ADD THIS ALBUM
TO YOUR HOLIDAY
PLAYLIST

In a sea of Christmas
albums — from Mariah
Carey's ubiquitous "All
| Want for Christmas Is
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You" to the endless
stream of pop-star
covers Garth
Brooks The Magic of
Christmas offers
something quieter and
more meaningful. It is
an album that does not
seek to dominate the
charts but instead to
accompany you as you
sip hot cocoa by the
fire, drive to see
holiday lights, or
gather with loved ones.
Its blend of classic
carols and original

songs, its warm
production, and
Brooks' heartfelt

delivery make it a
perfect companion for
the season.

If you have not yet
experienced this
album, consider it a
gift waiting to be
unwrapped. Whether
you are a lifelong fan
of Garth Brooks or
simply someone
searching for a
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Christmas album that
feels genuine, this
record delivers the
warmth, nostalgia, and
joy that define the
holidays. The magic of
Christmas, after all, is
not in the presents or
the perfect tree — it is
in the moments when
music reminds us of
what truly matters.
And that is exactly
what this album does.

Where to
Listen

and What
to Expect

You can find Garth
Brooks The Magic of
Christmas on major
streaming services like
Spotify, Apple Music,
and Amazon Music. If
you prefer physical
media, limited edition



CDs are still available
through secondhand
markets and online
retailers. When you
press play, expect an
album that runs just
under 40 minutes —
perfect for a single
sitting. Each track
flows naturally into the
next, creating a
cohesive listening
experience that feels
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like a warm embrace.

So this holiday season,
give yourself the gift of
great music. Let Garth
Brooks guide you
through the twinkling
lights, the quiet
snowfalls, and the
laughter of loved ones.
Because sometimes, all
you need is a little bit
of magic.
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