How To Play Words With Friends 1

How To Play Words With Friends

Downloaded from
web1.enteraskincare.com
by Cynthia & Barrera

How To Play Words
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INTRODUCTION TO WORDS WITH
FRIENDS

Few mobile games have achieved the
lasting popularity of Words With Friends.
Developed by Zynga, this digital word-
building game has entertained millions
since its launch in 2009. At first glance,
it resembles a classic crossword-style
board game, but it has its own unique
mechanics, social features, and strategic
depth. Whether you are a complete

beginner looking to understand the rules
or a casual player aiming to sharpen
your skills, learning how to play Words
With Friends opens the door to hours
of engaging, brain-teasing fun. This
guide covers everything from the basic
setup to advanced word-building tactics,
helping you become a confident and
competitive player.

GETTING STARTED: SETTING UP
YOUR FIRST GAME



https://web1.enteraskincare.com/

Downloading and

Navigating the

Installing the Main Menu

App

Words With Friends is available for free
on both iOS and Android devices, as well
as through Facebook's gaming platform.
Simply visit your device's app store,
search for "Words With Friends," and
download the official Zynga application.
Once installed, you can sign up using
your email address, phone number, or a
Facebook account. Creating an account
allows you to save your progress, track
your statistics, and connect with friends.

After logging in, you will find yourself on
the main menu screen. This hub
provides access to several important
sections. The "Play" button lets you start
a new game. The "Inbox" shows your
current active games and any pending
invitations. The "Social" tab helps you
find and add friends. You will also see a
"Shop" section where you can purchase
power-ups and cosmetic items, though
these are entirely optional. Familiarizing
yourself with this layout is the first
practical step in learning how to play
Words With Friends efficiently.
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Starting a New
Match

To begin, tap the "Play" button. You are
given two primary options: "Play with
Friends" or "Play with Strangers.”
Choosing the first option allows you to
invite someone from your contact list or
Facebook friends. The second option
uses the game's matchmaking system to
pair you with a random opponent of
similar skill level. You can also choose
the game's speed setting: "Normal"
gives you several days to make each
move, while "Fast" shortens the turn
timer to encourage quicker play. Once
your opponent accepts or is found, the
board appears, and the game begins.

UNDERSTANDING THE GAME
BOARD AND TILES

The Layout of
the Board

The standard Words With Friends board
is a 15-by-15 grid. At the very center sits
a pink star square, which serves as the
starting point for the first word. The
board is decorated with colored squares
that act as bonus tiles. These bonuses
multiply the value of a single letter or
the total score for an entire word,
depending on their type.




Types of Bonus
Squares

e Double Letter (DL): Light blue
squares that double the point
value of the letter placed on them.

e Triple Letter (TL): Dark blue
squares that triple the point value
of the letter placed on them.

e Double Word (DW): Light pink
squares that double the total score
of the entire word.

e Triple Word (TW): Dark pink
squares that triple the total score
of the entire word.

Understanding these multipliers is
crucial to mastering how to play

Words With Friends effectively.
Placing a high-value letter like "Q" or "Z"
on a Triple Letter square, especially
when part of a word covering a Triple
Word square, can result in massive point
swings.

The Tile Pool and
Letter
Distribution

Each player begins with seven tiles
drawn randomly from a shared pool. The
pool contains 104 tiles in total, with
letters distributed according to their
frequency in the English language.
Common letters like "E" and "A" are
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plentiful, while rare letters like "Q" and
"Z" appear only once or twice. Each tile
has a point value between 1 and 10.
Blank tiles, which are worth zero points,
can be used as any letter you choose.
Once a tile is played, it is removed from
the pool for the remainder of the game.

THE CORE RULES OF GAMEPLAY

Forming Words

The fundamental objective is to create
words on the board using your tiles. All
words must be at least two letters long.
The first word of the game must pass
through the center star square. Every
subsequent word must connect to an
existing word on the board, either by
sharing a letter or by being placed

adjacent to it. Words can be formed
horizontally (left to right) or vertically
(top to bottom). Diagonal placement is
not allowed.

Turn Structure

During your turn, you have three
options. You can place a word on the
board by dragging tiles from your rack to
the grid. Alternatively, you can swap any
number of tiles from your rack with fresh
tiles from the pool, but this costs your
entire turn. Finally, you can choose to
pass, which also forfeits your turn. After
placing a word, the game automatically
calculates your score, deducts the tiles
from your rack, and replenishes your
hand to seven tiles by drawing from the
pool.



Scoring a Turn

When you place a word, the score is
calculated by adding the point values of
each letter. Any letter placed on a
Double Letter or Triple Letter square has
its value multiplied accordingly. After all
letters are totaled, the sum is multiplied
by any Double Word or Triple Word
bonuses covered by the word. If you
place a word that covers multiple
multiplier squares, the letter bonuses
are applied first, and then the word
bonuses are applied. Importantly, if you
use all seven tiles in a single turn, you
earn a 35-point bonus called a "Bingo."

ESSENTIAL STRATEGIES FOR

BEGINNERS

Start with Short,
Common Words

Many new players feel pressured to form
long, complex words immediately.
However, scoring consistently often
begins with simple two-letter and three-
letter words. Memorizing common short
words like "qgi," "za," "jo," "xi," and "ex"
can help you wuse difficult letters
efficiently. These short words are also
excellent for connecting to existing
board letters and opening up bonus
squares for future turns. Understanding
how to play Words With Friends at a
fundamental level means recognizing
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that small, strategic plays often outpace
risky, high-variance moves.

Prioritize Bonus
Squares

The most straightforward path to high
scores is controlling the bonus squares
on the board. Always be aware of where
the Triple Word and Double Word
squares are located. Try to position your
words so that your highest-value letters
land on premium squares. If you cannot
reach a high-value bonus, aim for Double
Letter squares with letters like ")," "X," or
"K." Over the course of a game,
consistently using bonus squares can
give you a significant advantage over an
opponent who ignores them.

Manage Your Tile
Rack

A balanced rack is a winning rack. Avoid
holding onto too many vowels or too
many consonants at the same time. If
your rack contains six vowels and one
consonant, your options for forming
words are severely limited. Do not be
afraid to swap tiles strategically.
Swapping is not a sign of weakness; it is
a tool to improve your position.
Additionally, try to keep at least one or
two versatile letters like "S," "R," or "N"
on your rack, as they give you more
flexibility to connect with existing board
letters.



INTERMEDIATE TACTICS TO
IMPROVE YOUR GAME

Parallel Play

One of the most powerful techniques in
advanced Words With Friends is parallel
play. This involves forming a word that
runs parallel to an existing word on the
board, with only one letter of difference
between them. By doing this, you
effectively create multiple words in a
single turn. Each new word formed is
scored separately, including any
bonuses from squares those letters land
on. This tactic can dramatically increase
your per-turn scoring and is a hallmark
of skilled players.

Defensive
Blocking

While scoring is important, preventing
your opponent from scoring is equally
valuable. If you notice that your
opponent is setting up to use a Triple
Word square, try to block their path by
placing a word that occupies that square
or makes it difficult to reach. Similarly,
avoid leaving high-value bonus squares
exposed, especially late in the game.
Defensive play is often overlooked by
beginners, but it is a critical component
of how to play Words With Friends at
a competitive level.
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SaviRng the™ 6™
Tile

The letter "S" is arguably the most
versatile tile in the game. It can pluralize
existing words, create new connections,
and often open up scoring opportunities.
Avoid using your "S" tile on a low-scoring
turn unless absolutely necessary.
Instead, save it for a moment when it
can help you land a Bingo or secure a
high-value bonus square. Similarly, blank
tiles are extremely valuable because
they can represent any letter. Use them
strategically to complete difficult words
or to reach premium squares.

AND RESOURCES

Learning the
Official Word List

Words With Friends uses a specific
dictionary that is based on the Official
Tournament Word List (OWL) used in
North American Scrabble clubs. This
dictionary includes many words that are
common in everyday English but also
includes some lesser-known words that
are valid only in word games. Words like
"gat," "za," "xyst," "cwm," and "aa" are
all acceptable. Familiarizing yourself with
these high-scoring, short words can
significantly boost your game. Many
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players use online word checkers to
verify whether a word is valid, though
doing so during a live game is
considered poor etiquette by some.

Two-Letter and
Three-Letter
Words

Mastering the list of acceptable two-
letter and three-letter words is one of
the fastest ways to improve. There are
only about 100 two-letter words in the
game's dictionary, and memorizing them
is entirely achievable. Common high-
value two-letter words include "qi" (a life
force), "jo" (a sweetheart), "za" (pizza),

and "xi" (a Greek letter). For three-letter
words, consider "qgat," "qis," "zax," and
"vex." These small words are invaluable
for parallel play, connecting words, and
using awkward letter combinations.

Using Power-Ups
Wisely

The game offers optional power-ups that
can be purchased or earned. These
include "Word Radar," which shows you
where you can place your tiles, "Letter
Swap," which allows you to swap tiles
without losing your turn, and
"Hindsight," which shows alternative
words you could have played. While
these tools can be helpful for learning,
relying on them too heavily can stunt
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your development as a player. Use them
sparingly, especially when you are
genuinely stuck, rather than as a crutch
for every turn.

COMMON MISTAKES AND HOW
TO AVOID THEM

Playing
Defensively Too
Early

Some beginners focus so much on
blocking their opponent that they forget
to score points themselves. While
defense matters, the early and middle
stages of the game are primarily about
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building your score. Only shift to a
defensive mindset when the game
enters its final phase and you are
protecting a lead.

Ilgnoring Tile
Management

Playing a word just because it fits on the
board, without considering what tiles
remain on your rack, is a common error.
Always think about what you will be left
with after your turn. If playing a word
leaves you with four "U" tiles and no
consonants, you will struggle on your
next turn. Plan ahead.



Passing Too
Often

Passing is sometimes necessary, but
frequent passing gives your opponent
more opportunities and allows them to
control the board. If you find yourself
passing often, consider swapping tiles
instead, or look for shorter words you
might be overlooking.

ETIQUETTE AND FAIR PLAY

Words With Friends is a social game, and
maintaining good sportsmanship
enhances the experience for everyone.
Respond to your opponent's moves in a
timely manner, especially if you agreed
to a fast-paced game. Avoid using
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external word generators or cheat tools,
as this undermines the spirit of fair
competition. If you are playing with
friends, a friendly chat message after a
particularly good play is always
appreciated. Remember, the goal is to
have fun while challenging your
vocabulary and strategic thinking.

CONCLUSION

Learning how to play Words With
Friends goes far beyond simply
understanding the rules. It is about
developing a strategic mindset,
expanding your vocabulary, and
appreciating the subtle interplay of
offense and defense on the game board.
By mastering the basics of tile
management, bonus square
prioritization, and parallel play, you can
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steadily improve your performance and
enjoy the game at a deeper level.
Whether you are playing casually with a
family member or competing against
strangers online, every match offers a
new opportunity to learn and grow. So

13

draw your tiles, place your words, and
embrace the satisfying challenge that
has made Words With Friends a timeless
favorite for word game enthusiasts
around the world.



