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The John Deere 4960 is
a  legendary  row-crop
tractor that has earned
i t s  p l a c e  a s  a
workhorse  on  farms
worldwide.  Known  for
its  durability,  power,
and advanced features
for its  era,  this model
remains  a  favorite
among  farmers  and
c o l l e c t o r s  a l i k e .
However ,  l ike  any
p iece  o f  comp lex

m a c h i n e r y ,  i t s
electrical system relies
o n  a  p r o p e r l y
functioning  fuse  panel
to protect circuits and
e n s u r e  r e l i a b l e
o p e r a t i o n .
Understanding the John
Deere 4960 fuse panel
i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r
diagnosing  electrical
issues,  performing
routine  maintenance,
and  keep ing  your
t r a c t o r  r u n n i n g
smoothly  season  after
season.  This  guide
provides  a  deep  dive
into  everything  you
need  to  know  about
the fuse panel on this
iconic  machine,  from
its location and layout
to  common  problems

https://web1.enteraskincare.com/


2

2 John Deere 4960 Fuse Panel 2025-11-21

and  rep lacement
procedures.

Overview
of the
John
Deere
4960
Electrical
System
Introduced  in  the  late
1980s  and  produced
through  the  ear ly
1990s, the John Deere
4960  was  part  of  the
60  Series  platform,
w h i c h  m a r k e d  a
significant leap forward
in  tractor  technology.
The  4960  features  a
7.6-liter,  6-cylinder
diesel  engine  that
delivers  around  200

horsepower,  but  its
advanced  electrical
system  was  equally
i m p o r t a n t  f o r  i t s
capabi l i t ies .  Th is
s y s t e m  c o n t r o l s
everything  from  the
instrument  panel  and
lighting  to  the  sound-
Gard  cab  c l imate
controls,  power  take-
off  (PTO)  engagement,
a n d  h y d r a u l i c
functions.  The  fuse
panel is the centralized
hub that protects these
circuits from overloads
and  short  circuits,
making  it  a  critical
component  for  safe
and efficient operation.
Without  a  properly
maintained fuse panel,
even a minor electrical
fault can lead to costly
d o w n t i m e  o r
component damage.

Location
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of the
John
Deere
4960
Fuse

Panel
Finding the fuse panel
on  your  John  Deere
4960 is straightforward
once you know where
to look. The main fuse
block is located inside
the cab,  on the right-
h a n d  s i d e  o f  t h e
console, just below the
steering  wheel  and
near  the  operator's
right knee. It is housed
behind  a  rectangular
plastic  cover  that  can
b e  r e m o v e d  b y
pressing  the  tabs  or
unscrewing  a  single
fastener, depending on

the  specific  production
year. This location was
chosen for easy access
while  operating  the
tractor,  allowing  the
operator  to  quickly
check or replace a fuse
without  needing  tools
beyond a simple puller
or a small screwdriver.
For  tractors  equipped
w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l
accessory  circuits,
such  as  radio  or  GPS
systems,  there  may
also  be  an  auxiliary
fuse  panel  mounted
near  the  battery  or
b e h i n d  t h e  c a b
instrument  cluster.
Always  consult  your
operator's  manual  for
the  exact  location  if
you have a modified or
newer model.

Understa
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nding the
Fuse
Panel
Layout
and

Diagram
The  John  Deere  4960
fuse panel is designed
with a clear layout that
g r o u p s  c i r c u i t s
logically.  The  panel
t y p i c a l l y
accommodates  12  to
20  blade-style  fuses,
e a c h  r a t e d  f o r  a
specific  amperage
corresponding  to  the
circuit  it  protects.  A
label  on  the  inside  of
the  fuse  panel  cover
lists each fuse position
b y  n u m b e r  a n d
describes the circuit it
serves,  such  as  "Cab

Lights," "Wiper Motor,"
"Heater  Fan,"  or  "ECU
Power."  Common  fuse
ratings  on  the  4960
range from 5 amps for
sens i t i ve  cont ro l
circuits up to 30 amps
f o r  h i g h - d r a w
components  like  the
b l o w e r  m o t o r  o r
auxiliary  outlets.  It  is
c ruc ia l  to  use  the
correct amperage fuse
when  replacing  any
blown  fuse;  using  a
fuse  with  a  h igher
rating can cause wiring
damage or fire, while a
lower  rating  leads  to
frequent  nuisance
blowing. If  you do not
have the original  fuse
panel  cover  or  the
d iagram  is  faded,
replacement decals are
available  from  John
Deere dealers or online
parts  retailers,  and
many  owner  forums
have  downloadable
PDF  versions  of  the
wiring  schematic.
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Common
Fuses on
the John
Deere
4960 and
Their
Functions
To  effectively
troubleshoot  electrical
problems,  it  helps  to
know  wh ich  fuses
correlate  to  which
systems.  Here  are
some  o f  t he  mos t
c o m m o n  f u s e
assignments  found  on
the  John  Deere  4960
fuse panel:

Ignition and
ECU Power
(10A-15A): This
is one of the

most critical
fuses, powering
the engine
control unit and
ignition system.
If this fuse blows,
the tractor will
not start or will
stall
immediately.
Cab Lighting
(10A): Controls
the interior dome
light, instrument
panel
backlighting, and
sometimes the
cab step light.
Work Lights
(15A-20A):
Powers the front
and rear halogen
work lights.
Blowing this fuse
often indicates a
short in the light
wiring or a failed
bulb.
Heater and Air
Conditioning
Blower
(25A-30A): A
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high-draw circuit
that runs the cab
ventilation fan. A
seized blower
motor or blocked
airflow can cause
this fuse to blow.
Wiper Motor
(10A): Powers
the windshield
wiper. A stuck
wiper arm or a
failing motor can
overload this
circuit.
Turn Signals
and Hazard
Lights (10A):
Controls the
directional
signals and
hazard flashers.
Intermittent
operation often
points to a faulty
flasher relay
rather than a
fuse.
Radio and
Accessory
Outlet
(10A-15A):

Provides power
to the radio, 12-
volt accessory
plug, and any
aftermarket
electronics.
PTO Control
Module
(5A-10A):
Powers the
electronic control
module for the
power take-off. A
blown fuse here
will prevent PTO
engagement.
Hydraulic
Solenoid
Valves (15A):
Energizes the
solenoid valves
that control
remote hydraulic
outlets. A short
in a solenoid coil
can cause this
fuse to blow.

Remember  that  exact
fuse  assignments  can
vary  by  tractor  serial
number  and  options
installed,  so  always
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v e r i f y  w i t h  y o u r
specific  machine's
diagram.

Troublesh
ooting
Common
John
Deere
4960
Fuse
Panel
Issues
Electrical problems can
be  frustrating,  but  a
systematic approach to
troubleshooting  the
f u s e  p a n e l  o f t e n
reveals the root cause
quickly.  Below  are

step-by-step strategies
for  resolving  frequent
issues.
Frequent Blowing of
the Same Fuse:  If  a
particular  fuse  blows
repeatedly, it signals a
short  c i rcuit  or  an
overloaded  circuit.
Start by unplugging all
components served by
that  c i rcu i t ,  then
replace the fuse. If the
fuse  holds,  reconnect
each  component  one
at a time while testing
the  circuit  after  each
connection.  When  the
fuse  blows again,  you
have  identified  the
faulty  component  or
w i r i n g  s e g m e n t .
Inspect  wir ing  for
chafing  near  metal
edges,  espec ia l ly
where  harnesses  pass
t h r o u g h  t h e  c a b
firewall  or  under  the
fender.  Corrosion  in
connectors  is  another
c o m m o n  c a u s e ,
particularly  in  older
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tractors  exposed  to
m o i s t u r e  a n d
agricultural chemicals.
I n t e r m i t t e n t
Electrical Failures: A
fuse  that  occasionally
blows or a circuit that
d r o p s  o u t
intermittently  is  often
d u e  t o  a  l o o s e
connection at the fuse
panel itself. Over time,
the fuse clips can lose
tens ion ,  c reat ing
r e s i s t a n c e  t h a t
generates  heat  and
causes  the  fuse  to
blow. Remove the fuse,
inspect  the  clips,  and
gently  squeeze  them
together to restore firm
contact. Also, check for
corroded or  bent  fuse
terminals.  Replacing
the  fuse  with  a  new
one of the same rating
is  essential;  old  fuses
may  have  weakened
internal  elements.
No Power to Multiple
Circuits:  If  several
circuits  simultaneously

lose  power,  the  issue
may be a blown main
fuse or a faulty ignition
switch  rather  than
individual  fuses.  The
John Deere 4960 has a
main  fuse  or  circuit
breaker  located  near
the  battery  or  the
starter solenoid. Check
that first, as it protects
the  entire  cab  fuse
panel. A failing ignition
s w i t c h  c a n  a l s o
interrupt power to the
fuse  panel,  mimicking
a fuse problem. Use a
multimeter  to  verify
voltage  at  the  fuse
p a n e l  m a i n  f e e d
terminal when the key
is  on.  I f  vo l tage  is
absent,  trace  back  to
the switch and battery
connection.
C o r r o d e d  F u s e
Panel:  Older  4960
tractors,  especially
those stored outdoors,
can  develop  corrosion
on  the  fuse  pane l
terminals  and  circuit
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board .  Co r ros i on
creates resistance and
h e a t ,  l e a d i n g  t o
vo l t age  d rop  and
eventual circuit failure.
C l e a n  t h e  p a n e l
carefully with electrical
contact  cleaner  and a
soft brush. For severely
co r roded  pane l s ,
replacement  of  the
entire  fuse  block  may
be the safest and most
reliable  option.  New
reproduct ion  fuse
panels  are  available
f rom  a f termarket
suppliers and are often
more  robust  than  the
originals.

How to
Replace a
Fuse on
the John

Deere
4960
Replacing a fuse on the
John  Deere  4960  is  a
s i m p l e  t a s k  t h a t
anyone can perform in
minutes  with  minimal
too l s .  Here  i s  the
proper  procedure  to
ensure  safety  and
effectiveness:

Turn off the1.
tractor engine
and remove
the key. This
prevents
accidental shorts
while you work
and eliminates
the risk of injury
from moving
parts.
Locate the fuse2.
panel on the
right-hand
console inside
the cab. Remove
the plastic cover
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by pressing the
side tabs or
turning the
fastener.
Identify the3.
blown fuse by
looking at the
metal element
inside the clear
plastic housing. A
broken or melted
element
indicates a blown
fuse. You can
also use a
multimeter to
test continuity.
Use a fuse4.
puller (usually
stored inside the
fuse panel cover
or near the
battery) to
remove the
blown fuse. If you
do not have a
puller, use a
small screwdriver
or needle-nose
pliers, but be
careful not to
damage the

clips.
Select a5.
replacement
fuse of the
exact same
amperage
rating. Never
use a higher
amperage fuse,
as this will not
provide proper
protection and
could lead to
wiring failure or
fire. Using a
lower amperage
fuse is safe but
may blow again
if the circuit is
operating
normally.
Insert the new6.
fuse firmly into
the clips until
it seats
securely.
Ensure it is
making good
contact with both
clips.
Replace the7.
fuse panel
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cover and start
the engine to
test the circuit. If
the new fuse
blows
immediately, you
have an
underlying short
that needs to be
diagnosed before
continuing.

A l w a y s  k e e p  a
selection of spare fuses
for  your  John  Deere
4960 stored inside the
cab or tool kit. A multi-
pack  of  blade  fuses
covering 5A to 30A is
inexpensive  and  can
s a v e  h o u r s  o f
downtime in the field.

Maintena
nce Tips
for Your

John
Deere
4960
Fuse
Panel
P r e v e n t i v e
maintenance  of  the
fuse panel can extend
the life of your tractor's
electrical  system  and
prevent  unexpected
failures.  Implement
these practices as part
o f  y o u r  r e g u l a r
servicing  routine:

Inspect the
fuse panel at
least once per
season. Look for
signs of
corrosion, melted
plastic, or loose
connections.
Early detection of
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heat damage can
prevent a major
electrical fire.
Keep the fuse
panel clean
and dry. Use
compressed air
to blow out dust
and debris that
accumulate over
time. If your
tractor is stored
in a humid
environment,
consider
applying a light
coating of
dielectric grease
to the fuse
terminals to
prevent
corrosion.
Tighten all
connection
screws and
nuts on the fuse
panel if your
model uses
screw-type
terminals.
Vibration from
field work can

loosen them over
time, leading to
intermittent
electrical faults.
Update fuses
to modern
types where
appropriate.
Some original
John Deere 4960
tractors came
with glass tube
fuses for certain
circuits. These
can be replaced
with blade-style
fuses using an
adapter kit,
which provides
better contact
and easier
availability of
replacements.
However, always
respect the
original
amperage rating.
Label any
aftermarket
additions. If you
have added extra
lights, a GPS
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system, or other
electrical
accessories,
label the added
fuses and circuits
clearly so future
troubleshooting
is
straightforward.

Upgradin
g and
Replacing
the John
Deere
4960
Fuse
Panel
As the John Deere 4960
ages, the original fuse
panel  may  no  longer

m e e t  m o d e r n
d e m a n d s .  M a n y
owners  choose  to
u p g r a d e  t o  a
contemporary  fuse
b lock  w i th  h igher
capacity,  individual
circuit  breakers,  or
simplified  wiring.
A f te rmarket  fuse
panels  designed  for
agricultural  equipment
often  feature  sealed
modules  that  resist
moisture,  corrosion,
and vibration far better
than the original open-
sty le  panel .  Some
upgrade kits are plug-
and-play,  using  the
same  wire  harness
connectors ,  whi le
others  require  minor
rewiring. If you are not
comfor tab le  w i th
electrical  work,  it  is
advisable  to  have  a
qualified  mechanic
install the upgrade. For
tractors  that  have
suffered  severe
corrosion  or  fire
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damage,  a  complete
fuse panel replacement
is  the  most  reliable

solution.  New original-
style  panels  are  still
available


