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PAPA PLEASE GET THE MOON
FOR ME: A TIMELESS CLASSIC BY
ERIC CARLE

In the world of children's literature, few
books manage to capture the boundless
imag inat ion  o f  a  ch i ld  and  the
unconditional  love  of  a  parent  as
beautifully  as  Papa  Please  Get  The
Moon For Me.  Written and illustrated
by the legendary Eric Carle, this beloved
picture book has enchanted generations

of  young readers  since its  publication.
The  story  follows  a  little  girl  named
Monica, who gazes up at the night sky
and asks her father to fetch the moon for
her. What ensues is a whimsical journey
that  blends fantasy with  heartwarming
dedication, making it a staple in homes,
libraries,  and  classrooms  around  the
globe.

THE STORY BEHIND PAPA PLEASE
GET THE MOON FOR ME

Before diving into the narrative itself, it
is  worth  understanding  the  creative
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genius  behind  this  classic.  Eric  Carle,
best  known  for  The  Very  Hungry
Caterpillar,  had  a  unique  ability  to
translate  complex  emotions  and
concepts  into  simple,  visually  stunning
stories.  Papa Please Get  The Moon
For  Me  is  no  exception.  Published  in
1986, the book stands out among Carle's
works  for  its  unusual  vertical  fold-out
pages and its deep emotional resonance.
The  plot  is  deceptively  simple.  One
evening, Monica sees the moon shining
brightly outside her window and decides
she must have it. She asks her father,
"Papa,  please  get  the  moon  for  me."
Without hesitation, her father sets out on
a mission to fulfill  her wish. He climbs a
very long ladder, reaches the moon, and
discovers that the moon is too large to
carry. The moon kindly explains that it

gets  smaller  each night,  so  the father
waits patiently until it shrinks enough to
bring it home to his daughter. Monica is
overjoyed, but when she plays with the
moon,  it  continues  to  shrink  until  it
disappears entirely. Then, one night, the
moon  reappears  in  the  sky,  slowly
growing  back  to  its  full  size.

Why This Story
Resonates with
Children and
Parents
At  its  heart,  Papa  Please  Get  The
Moon For Me  is  about  the lengths a
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parent  will  go  to  for  their  child.  The
father never questions whether fetching
the moon is possible; he simply acts on
his daughter's request. This unwavering
devot ion  i s  bo th  touch ing  and
aspirational.  For  children,  the  story
validates their desires and imagination.
For parents, it is a gentle reminder of the
powerful bond they share with their little
ones. The cyclical nature of the moon's
phases also introduces young readers to
a  basic  scientific  concept  in  a  gentle,
narrative-driven way, showing that even
when  the  moon  disappears,  it  always
returns.

ARTISTIC AND INTERACTIVE
ELEMENTS IN THE BOOK

One  of  the  most  striking  features  of
Papa Please Get The Moon For Me is

its  innovative  design.  Eric  Carle  is
famous for his collage-style illustrations,
but in this book, he goes a step further.
Several pages unfold vertically to show
the  immense  ladder  stretching  toward
the sky. These fold-out pages create a
sense  of  scale  that  flat  illustrations
cannot  achieve.  The  reader  literally
moves their  eyes—and hands—upward,
mimicking  the  father's  climb.  This
interactive element makes reading the
b o o k  a  t a c t i l e  a n d  i m m e r s i v e
experience, especially for young children
who enjoy exploring books physically.
The illustrations themselves are a feast
for  the  eyes.  Carle  uses  bold,  rich
colors—deep  blues  for  the  night  sky,
warm yellows for the moon, and earthy
tones  for  the  father  and  Monica.  The
moon is depicted with a gentle, almost
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human expression, and the stars sparkle
with childlike simplicity. Each page is a
work  of  art  that  invites  lingering  and
discussion. The combination of text and
image in Papa Please Get The Moon
For  Me  is  a  masterclass  in  visual
storytelling.

The Role of the
Moon as a
Character
In  this  story,  the  moon  is  not  just  a
celestial object; it is a character with a
voice and a personality. When the father
finally  reaches  it,  the  moon  speaks  to
him, explaining that it gets smaller each

night.  This  personification  makes  the
moon  relatable  and  less  intimidating.
The  moon  i s  ne i the r  mean  no r
uncooperative—it  s imply  exists
according  to  its  natural  rhythm.  By
giving the moon a voice, Carle creates a
sense  of  dialogue  and  negotiation,
teaching  children  that  sometimes
patience and understanding are required
to  get  what  we  want.  The  moon  also
shows a kind of wisdom, knowing that it
will eventually return to the sky, which
introduces the idea of natural cycles in a
comforting way.

EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF PAPA
PLEASE GET THE MOON FOR ME

Beyond its artistic merits, Papa Please
Get The Moon For Me offers significant
educational  opportunities  for  parents
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and educators. Here are a few key areas
where the book shines:

Science Concepts: The story
naturally introduces the phases of
the moon. Children learn that the
moon waxes and wanes, and that
it appears differently throughout
the month. This can spark curiosity
about astronomy and the night
sky.
Emotional Development: The
book models empathy, patience,
and the joy of giving. It also deals
with the transient nature of
happiness—Monica is happy when
she has the moon, but she is also
okay when it disappears, because
she understands it will return.
Language and Vocabulary: The

repetitive structure of the request
"Papa, please get the moon for
me" is excellent for early readers.
The descriptive language also
enriches a child's vocabulary with
words like "shining," "enormous,"
and "disappeared."
Problem-Solving: The father
faces a problem (the moon is too
big) and finds a solution (waiting
for it to shrink). This teaches
children that challenges can be
overcome with patience and
creative thinking.

HOW TO USE PAPA PLEASE GET
THE MOON FOR ME IN
STORYTIME

If you are a parent, teacher, or librarian
looking  to  engage  children  with  this
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book,  consider  a  few  interactive
strategies.  Because  of  the  fold-out
pages,  Papa  Please  Get  The  Moon
For Me  works  wonderfully  as  a  read-
aloud.  Encourage children  to  help  you
pull  the  pages  upward,  simulating  the
ladder climb. Ask questions like, "What
do you think the moon will say?" or "How
does Monica feel when the moon comes
back?" For older children, you can follow
the  story  with  a  simple  craft  activity,
such as making a moon phase mobile or
drawing a picture of what they would ask
their parent to fetch from the sky. The
book also pairs well with songs about the
moon, like "I See the Moon" or "Twinkle,
Twinkle Little Star," to create a themed
storytime session.

WHY THE MESSAGE OF PAPA
PLEASE GET THE MOON FOR ME
IS UNIVERSAL

One  reason  Papa  Please  Get  The
Moon  For  Me  remains  popular  after
nearly  four  decades  is  its  universal
theme.  Every  child  has  wished  for
something  impossible  at  some  point.
Every parent has wanted to provide that
i m p o s s i b l e  t h i n g .  T h e  s t o r y
acknowledges  that  innocent  desire
without mocking it. The father does not
say,  "That's  silly,  I  can't  do  that."  He
simply  acts.  This  validates  a  child's
perspective  and  reinforces  trust.  In  a
world that often tells children "no," this
book  says  "yes"  to  imagination  and
possibility. At the same time, the story
gently  teaches  that  even  the  most
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wonderful  things  are  sometimes
temporary,  and  that  is  okay.

Comparing Papa
Please Get The
Moon For Me to
Other Eric Carle
Books
While Eric Carle wrote many books with
animal protagonists—like the caterpillar,
the  spider,  and  the  chameleon—Papa
Please Get The Moon For Me features
a human family.  This  makes the story
especially relatable for children who see

themselves  in  Monica.  The  book  also
lacks  the  typical  "learning"  theme  of
Carle's other works (days of the week,
colors, etc.) and instead focuses purely
on an emotional journey. However, like
all  his  books,  it  celebrates  nature,
curiosity, and the beauty of the world.
The vertical format is unique among his
oeuvre, making this book a standout in
any collection.

THE CULTURAL IMPACT OF PAPA
PLEASE GET THE MOON FOR ME

Over the years, Papa Please Get The
Moon For Me has been translated into
numerous languages and has appeared
on  countless  reading  lists.  It  is  often
recommended for children aged 2 to 5,
but its charm extends to older readers
as  well.  The  book  has  also  inspired
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educational  resources,  including  lesson
plans  for  preschool  and  kindergarten
teachers .  I n  a  wor ld  o f  d ig i ta l
distractions,  the  tactile,  interactive
nature  of  the  fold-out  pages  offers  a
refreshing  break.  Many  parents  fondly
remember reading this book as children
themselves, and they now share it with
their  own  kids,  creating  a  beautiful
legacy of bedtime stories.

TIPS FOR BUYING A COPY OF
PAPA PLEASE GET THE MOON
FOR ME

If you are looking to add Papa Please
Get The Moon For Me  to your home
library,  consider  the hardcover edition,
which  best  showcases  the  fold-out
pages.  Board  book  versions  are  also
available, but they may not include the

full vertical spreads. Be mindful of used
copies, as the fold-out sections can be
delicate and may show wear over time.
For a truly immersive experience, read
the book together with your child in a
dimly  lit  room,  perhaps  even  under  a
night l ight ,  to  mimic  the  story's
ambiance.  You  can  also  find  audio
versions  narrated  with  gentle  music,
which add another layer of enjoyment.

CONCLUSION: A MOONLIGHT
MASTERPIECE

Papa Please Get The Moon For Me is
more than just a children's book; it is a
tender  expression  of  love,  a  gentle
introduction to science,  and an artistic
tr iumph.  Er ic  Car le 's  masterfu l
combination  of  simple  text,  vibrant
collage, and innovative design creates a
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reading experience that is both magical
and  meaningful.  Whether  you  are
reading  it  for  the  first  time  or  the
hundredth,  the  story  of  a  father  who
reaches for the moon for his daughter

never  loses  its  emotional  power.  It
reminds us that the best gifts are not
always  the  ones  we  can  hold  in  our
hands,  but  the  ones  that  live  in  our
hearts.


