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INTRODUCTION TO THE RABBITS
PICTURE BOOK

In  the  vast  landscape  of  children's
literature, few works manage to straddle
the line between simplicity and profound
allegory as seamlessly as The Rabbits
Picture Book. Written by John Marsden
and illustrated by Shaun Tan, this picture
book is far more than a simple story for
young  readers.  I t  is  a  haunting,
beautiful, and deeply thought-provoking
narrative  that  uses  the  metaphor  of
rabbits  colonizing  a  land  inhabited  by
native marsupials to explore themes of
colonization, environmental destruction,
and cultural loss. Since its publication in
1998, The Rabbits Picture Book  has
become a staple in classrooms, libraries,
and  art  collections  around  the  world,
praised for its ability to engage readers
of  all  ages  in  difficult  conversations
about history, power, and responsibility.
Unlike traditional picture books that are
often  confined  to  lighthearted  tales  or
didactic lessons, The Rabbits Picture
Book  dares  to  ask  cha l leng ing
questions.  It  does  not  offer  easy
answers, nor does it shy away from the
darker  aspects  of  its  subject  matter.
Instead, it invites readers to interpret its
layered  narrative  and  striking  visuals,
making it a unique and enduring work of
art. This article explores every facet of
The  Rabbits  Picture  Book,  from  its
creators  and  storyline  to  its  thematic
depth,  artistic  merit,  educational

applications,  and  lasting  legacy.

JOHN MARSDEN AND SHAUN TAN:
THE CREATIVE DUO BEHIND THE
BOOK

To fully appreciate The Rabbits Picture
Book, it is essential to understand the
two remarkable talents who brought it to
life.  John Marsden is one of Australia's
most celebrated authors, best known for
his  Tomorrow,  When  the  War  Began
series. His writing is characterized by its
psychological  depth,  emotional
resonance,  and  willingness  to  tackle
complex  and  often  uncomfortable
subjects.  Marsden's  text  for  The
Rabbits  Picture  Book  is  sparse  yet
potent,  each  word  carefully  chosen  to
carry  maximum  impact.  His  narrative
voice  is  detached  and  observational,
allowing the illustrations to carry much
of the emotional weight.
Shaun  Tan,  on  the  other  hand,  is  an
artist and author whose work defies easy
categorization.  Known  for  his  surreal,
detai led,  and  deeply  evocat ive
illustrations,  Tan  has  won  numerous
awards, including an Academy Award for
the  adaptation  of  his  book  The  Lost
Thing.  In  The Rabbits Picture Book,
Tan's  illustrations  are  nothing  short  of
breathtaking.  He  uses  a  rich,  almost
painterly style that blends realism with
fantasy,  creating  images  that  are  at
once  beautiful  and  disturbing.  The
collaboration between Marsden and Tan
resulted in a book that is greater than
the sum of its parts, a seamless fusion of
text  and image that  communicates on
multiple levels.
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PLOT SYNOPSIS OF THE RABBITS
PICTURE BOOK

The  Rabbits  Picture  Book  tells  the
story  of  a  land  inhabited  by  a  native
population  of  marsupial-like  creatures,
who  l i ve  in  harmony  wi th  the i r
environment.  Their  world  is  one  of
natural  beauty,  cultural  richness,  and
spiritual  connection  to  the  land.  This
peace  is  disrupted  by  the  arrival  of
rabbits, who come from across the sea in
ships.  The  rabbits  are  industrious,
technologically advanced, and driven by
a  desire  to  expand  and  control.  They
bring with them strange tools, machines,

and ways of thinking that are alien to the
native creatures.
At  first,  the  rabbits  appear  curious  and
even friendly, but their intentions quickly
become clear. They begin to transform
the landscape, building cities, dams, and
fences. They clear forests, pollute rivers,
and  impose  their  own  systems  of
governance  and  belief.  The  native
creatures  are  displaced,  marginalized,
and ultimately subjugated. The story is
told from the perspective of the native
marsupials,  who  watch  helplessly  as
their world is irrevocably changed. The
narrative arc  of  The Rabbits Picture
Book


