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What if America was
not merely a product of
political rebellion or
economic ambition, but
the result of a carefully
orchestrated,

centuries-old design?
This is the provocative
question at the heart of
the concept known as
The Secret Destiny
Of America. Far
beyond the familiar
narratives of the
American Revolution,
the Constitution, and
westward expansion,

lies a deeper, more
esoteric story. It
suggests that the
founding of the United
States was guided by a
hidden philosophical
and spiritual vision,
one that aimed to
establish a new kind of
society—a beacon of
liberty, enlightenment,
and human potential
for the entire world.
This idea, popularized
by thinkers like Manly
P. Hall, invites us to
look beyond the
surface of American
history and consider
the possibility that the
nation’s true purpose
was inscribed in its
symbols, its
foundational
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documents, and the
very minds of its
founders.

Exploring The Secret
Destiny Of America
is not about uncovering

a conspiracy, but
rather about
understanding the

deep, often overlooked
currents of thought
that shaped the nation.
It is a journey into the
world of esoteric
philosophy,

Hermeticism, and the
classical ideals that
influenced a
generation of
revolutionary thinkers.
For anyone curious
about the deeper
meaning behind the
American experiment,
this article will provide
a comprehensive
exploration of the
symbols, philosophies,
and individuals that
contributed to this
compelling vision of a
nation with a higher

calling.

THE ESOTERIC
ROOTS OF A
NATION

The
Philosoph
ical
Foundatio
ns

The idea of a "secret
destiny" is built upon
the belief that the
American Revolution
was not just a political
event but a
philosophical one. The
founders were deeply

influenced by the
European
Enlightenment, but

also by older, more
mystical traditions.
Thinkers like Francis
Bacon, Sir lIsaac
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Newton, and John
Locke were often
steeped in esoteric

studies, including
alchemy,

Rosicrucianism, and
Hermeticism. This
intellectual climate,
known as the

"perennial philosophy,"
held that there was a
universal, underlying
truth behind all major
religions and
mythologies.

When we examine the
lives of key figures like
Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Jefferson, and
George Washington,
we find individuals who
were not only
statesmen but also
avid readers of esoteric
texts. Franklin was a
member of the Hellfire
Club in London, a
group known for its

unconventional and
philosophical
discussions. Jefferson

was a student of the

Bible and ancient
philosophy, famously
creating his own
version of the New
Testament by
removing supernatural
elements. Washington
was known for his stoic
demeanor and was
often associated with
the Masonic ideals of
virtue and moral
rectitude.

The Role
of
Freemaso
nry

Perhaps the most
tangible link between
The Secret Destiny
Of America and its
founding is the
widespread influence
of Freemasonry. Many
of the key figures of
the American



Revolution were
Masons, including
Washington, Franklin,
and Paul Revere.
Freemasonry, with its
symbolic language, its
emphasis on moral and
spiritual development,
and its dedication to
the pursuit of light and
knowledge, provided a
framework for these
men to think about
society and
governance.

The Masonic lodge was
a place where men
from different
backgrounds could
meet as equals,
discuss ideas, and
work toward common
goals. This spirit of
brotherhood and
inquiry directly
influenced the drafting
of the Declaration of
Independence and the
Constitution. The Great
Seal of the United
States, with its all-
seeing eye and

unfinished pyramid, is
perhaps the most
famous symbol of this
influence. It is a direct
representation of
Masonic and esoteric
symbolism, suggesting
a nation that is still
under construction,
watched over by a
divine providence, and
destined for a great
future.

THE SYMBOLS OF
A SECRET
PURPOSE

The Great
Seal: A
Visual
Manifesto

The Great Seal of the
United States is the
most potent visual
evidence of The
Secret Destiny Of
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America. Adopted in
1782, it is not a
random collection of
images. Every element
is carefully chosen to
convey a  specific
meaning. The obverse
side features the bald
eagle, but notice the
arrows in its left talon
and the olive branch in
its right. The eagle
faces the olive branch,
signifying a preference
for peace. The thirteen
stars above its head
form a constellation,
representing a new
nation taking its place
among the established
orders. The reverse
side, though less
commonly seen,
contains the most
esoteric imagery: an
unfinished pyramid
with an eye above it.
The pyramid
represents strength
and duration, but its
unfinished state
suggests that the work

of building a perfect
republic is ongoing.
The eye, often called
the "Eye of
Providence,"
symbolizes a divine
force watching over
the nation. The Latin
phrases "Annuit
Coeptis" (He approves
of our undertakings)
and "Novus Ordo
Seclorum" (A New
Order of the Ages)
reinforce the idea of a
divinely sanctioned,
new beginning for
humanity.

The
Capitol
and the
City of



Washingt
on

The physical layout of
Washington, D.C. itself
is said to contain layers
of esoteric meaning.
Designed by Pierre
L'Enfant, a French-born
architect and engineer,
the city's streets,
circles, and squares
are arranged in a
pattern that some
believe incorporates
Masonic and
astrological symbolism.
The Capitol building,
the White House, and
the Washington
Monument form
geometric alignments
that echo the layout of
ancient sacred sites.
The placement of the
city on the Potomac
River, with its marshes
and hills, was also seen
as a deliberate choice
to create a new

"Rome" or "Athens" of
the modern world.

This idea of a "sacred
geography" is central
to The Secret
Destiny Of America.
It suggests that the
nation's founders did
not just choose a
random location for the
capital, but that they
selected a site that
was symbolically
aligned with celestial
and terrestrial forces.
The city was meant to
be a microcosm of the
entire nation, a
physical representation
of its spiritual and
philosophical ideals.

THE VISION OF A
NEW ATLANTIS

Francis
Bacon
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and the

Atlantis

A key text that inspired
the founders was
Francis Bacon's
utopian novel, "The
New Atlantis,"
published in 1627. In
this work, Bacon
describes a fictional
island nation called
Bensalem, where
scientific inquiry,
religious tolerance, and
social harmony are the
guiding principles. The
society is ruled by a
secret order of wise
men called the "House
of Solomon," who
dedicate themselves to
the study of nature and
the betterment of
humanity. Many
historians and esoteric
scholars believe that
the founders of

America were directly
influenced by this
vision. They saw the
New World as an
opportunity to create a
real-life New Atlantis, a
place where reason,
science, and
spirituality could
coexist and flourish.

This vision required a
population that was
educated, virtuous,
and capable of self-
governance. It also
required a government
that was limited in its
powers and designed
to protect individual
rights. The founders
believed that if they
could establish such a
society, it would serve
as a model for the rest
of the world, a "city
upon a hill" as John
Winthrop had
described it a century
earlier. This is the core
of The Secret
Destiny Of America:
the belief that the



nation was created to
lead humanity into a

new era of
enlightenment and
freedom.

The
Declarati
on of
Independ
ence as a
Sacred
Text

The Declaration of
Independence is often
viewed as a political
document, but from
the perspective of a
secret destiny, it is
much more. Its
opening lines, with
their reference to "the
Laws of Nature and

Nature's God," echo
the language of
esoteric and natural
philosophy. The idea
that all men are
"endowed by their
Creator with certain
unalienable Rights" is a
statement of profound
spiritual significance. It
asserts that human
rights are not granted
by governments but
are inherent in the
very fabric of
existence. This was a
radical departure from
the monarchical
systems of Europe,
where rights were seen
as privileges granted
by the crown. By
grounding rights in a
higher authority, the
founders were creating
a new kind of political
order, one that was
accountable to
transcendent
principles.
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THE CARRIERSUQIEd by a secret

THE TORCH

Manly P.
Hall and
the
Secret
Destiny

The term The Secret
Destiny Of America
was most famously
brought to public
attention by the
philosopher and author
Manly P. Hall in his
1944 book of the same
name. Hall was a
prolific ~ writer and
lecturer on esoteric
subjects, including
mythology, mysticism,
and comparative
religion. In his book, he
argued that the
founding of America

society of enlightened
individuals who were
following a plan laid
down centuries earlier
by Francis Bacon and
other esoteric thinkers.
Hall drew on a wide
range of historical and
symbolic evidence to
support his claim,
including the Masonic
connections of the
founders, the symbols
on the Great Seal, and
the layout of
Washington, D.C. While
his work is considered
speculative by
mainstream historians,
it has inspired
generations of readers
to look more deeply
into the hidden
meaning of American
history.

Other



Thinkers
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as a forerunner of a
new global civilization
based on peace,

and theoperation, and

higher consciousness.

ESOte r!t(ts important to note

Tradition

Hall was not the only
one to explore this
theme. Other authors,
such as James Shelby
Downard and Michael
A. Hoffman 1l, have
written about the
"secret history" of the
United States. The
concept has also been
embraced by some
New Age and spiritual
movements, who see
America as a "land of
the free" with a special
role to play in the
spiritual evolution of
humanity. This idea is
often linked with the
notion of a "New Age"
or "Aquarian Age,"
where America is seen

hat these ideas exist
on the fringes of
mainstream academic
history. However, they
continue to resonate
with people who sense
that there is more to
the American story
than what is taught in
textbooks. The concept
of a secret destiny taps
into a deep human
desire for meaning and
purpose, both for
individuals and for
nations.

A BALANCED
PERSPECTIVE

Critique

10 The Secret Destiny Of America 2023-12-22



The Secret Destiny Of America

11

and

Skepticis

m

While the idea of The
Secret Destiny Of
America is fascinating,
it is important to
approach it with a
critical mind.
Mainstream historians
generally reject the
notion of a secret cabal
or esoteric plan guiding
the nation's founding.
They point out that the
founders were a
diverse group of men
with conflicting
interests and opinions.
The Constitution was
the result of
compromise, not a
grand esoteric design.
Furthermore, critics
argue that the Masonic
and esoteric
symbolism found on
the Great Seal and
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elsewhere is simply a
reflection of the
intellectual fashions of
the time, not evidence
of a hidden agenda.

Moreover, the idea of a
"secret destiny" can be
used to justify a sense
of national
exceptionalism that
has sometimes led to
arrogance and
imperialism. If America
is seen as having a
divinely ordained
mission, it can become
easy to ignore the
nation's  flaws and
failures. A more
balanced view would

acknowledge the
idealism of the
founders while also
recognizing the
complexities and
contradictions  of
American history,
including issues of

slavery, inequality, and
environmental
degradation.



The
Enduring
Appeal of
the Idea

Despite these
criticisms, the idea of a
secret destiny
continues to attract
followers. Why?
Because it offers a
powerful narrative of
hope and purpose. In a
world that often seems
chaotic and
meaningless, the belief
that America was
founded with a higher
purpose can provide a
sense of direction and
inspiration. It
encourages us to look
for the deeper meaning
in our national symbols
and institutions, and to
ask ourselves what our
role is in the ongoing
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story of the nation.
Whether or not the
literal claims of this
theory are true, its
symbolic value is
undeniable. It invites
us to live up to the
highest ideals of the
American experiment.

CONCLUSION: THE
UNFINISHED WORK

Ultimately, The Secret
Destiny Of America
is not a fixed
destination but an
ongoing process. The
unfinished pyramid on
the Great Seal reminds
us that the work of
building a more perfect
union is never
complete. Whether the
founders were guided
by a mystical vision or
by practical political
philosophy, the
outcome is the same: a
nation founded on the
radical idea that
government should
serve the people, not
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the other way around.
The "secret destiny" is
not something to be

discovered, but
something to be
created. It is the

responsibility of each
generation to interpret
the nation's founding
principles in a way that
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meets the challenges
of its time.

As you reflect on this
topic, consider what
the secret destiny of
America means to you.
Is it about freedom,
opportunity, spiritual
growth, or something
else



