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SHARON CREECH: A JOURNEY THROUGH WORDS AND
WONDER

Sharon Creech is a name that resonates deeply within the world
of children's and young adult literature. For decades, her stories
have captivated readers with their emotional depth, whimsical
characters, and profound explorations of family, identity, and the
human experience. To uncover the facts about Sharon Creech
is to embark on a journey through the life of a writer who believes
in the power of storytelling to heal, connect, and inspire. From
her humble beginnings to her rise as a Newbery Medal-winning
author, her career offers valuable insights into creativity and
resilience. This article explores the most significant and
interesting aspects of her life and work, shedding light on what
makes her one of the most beloved authors of our time.

Early Life and the Seeds of
Storytelling

Sharon Creech was born on July 29, 1945, in South Euclid, Ohio, a
suburb of Cleveland. She grew up as the second of four children
in a family that valued creativity and self-expression. Her father
worked as a newspaper reporter and editor, which exposed
young Sharon to the power of words from an early age, while her
mother stayed home to raise the children. These early years were
filled with outdoor adventures, imaginative games, and a deep
love of reading. Creech has often said that her childhood, though
not always easy, provided a rich well of material for her future
stories.

One of the most fascinating facts about Sharon Creech is that
she did not begin writing professionally until later in life. After
graduating from Hiram College in Ohio with a degree in English
and writing, she worked as a teacher and a librarian. She later
earned a master’'s degree in English from George Mason
University. It was during this time that she began to experiment
with writing for young readers. Her early attempts were focused
on poetry, a discipline that shaped her unique prose
style—musical, concise, and deeply emotional.

A Teaching Career That
Informed Her Writing

Before becoming a full-time author, Creech spent years teaching
English and creative writing to middle school and high school
students. This experience gave her an intimate understanding of
what young readers want and need from a story. She observed
their struggles, joys, and questions about the world, and she
carried those observations into her novels. Many of her books
feature protagonists who are navigating the complexities of
adolescence, loss, and self-discovery, reflecting the genuine
challenges she saw in her students.

Creech has noted that teaching taught her the importance of
authenticity. She realized that young readers can sense when a

story is not genuine. Consequently, she always writes from a
place of honesty, even when tackling difficult themes like grief or
divorce. This connection to her audience is a key fact about
Sharon Creech that explains the enduring popularity of her
books.

The Move to Europe and a
Shift in Perspective

In the early 1980s, Creech and her husband, who is also a
professor, moved to England, where she lived for over a decade.
This period was transformative for her writing. Living abroad gave
her a fresh perspective on American culture and childhood. She
began to draft the novel that would eventually become her
breakout hit, Walk Two Moons. The story was heavily influenced
by her experiences of being an outsider in a new country, and it
explores themes of identity and belonging with remarkable
sensitivity.

This European sojourn also exposed Creech to classic British
children’s literature, which influenced her narrative style. She has
often cited authors like Roald Dahl and J.R.R. Tolkien as
inspirations, but she developed a voice that was distinctly her
own—one that blends American realism with a touch of magical
realism and a deep reverence for nature.

Major Works and Their
Impact

To discuss the facts about Sharon Creech is to examine her
most celebrated books. Each of her major works offers a different
lens through which to view the world, yet they share a common
thread of emotional truth.

WaLk Two Moons AND THE NEWBERY MEDAL

Published in 1994, Walk Two Moons is perhaps Creech’s most
famous work. The novel tells the story of thirteen-year-old
Salamanca Tree Hiddle, who travels across the country with her
grandparents. The book won the prestigious John Newbery Medal
in 1995, solidifying Creech’s place in literary history. Walk Two
Moons is a masterclass in narrative structure, weaving a story
within a story, and it deals with grief, identity, and the mysteries
of family. The book has been translated into dozens of languages
and is studied in classrooms around the world.

LovEe THAT DoG AND THE POWER OF POETRY

One of the most unique facts about Sharon Creech is her
ability to blend prose and poetry. Love That Dog, published in
2001, is a novel written entirely in free verse. It follows a young
boy named Jack who initially dislikes poetry but eventually
discovers its power to express deep emotion. The book is a
tribute to the poet Walter Dean Myers and has inspired countless
reluctant readers to embrace poetry. Creech’s use of sparse,
rhythmic language demonstrates her skill at saying volumes with
few words.
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THE WANDERER AND RuBY HOLLER

The Wanderer (2000), about a girl named Sophie who sails across
the Atlantic with her uncles, further showcases Creech’s love for
adventure and the sea. It was a Newbery Honor book. Meanwhile,
Ruby Holler (2002) explores the healing power of place and
community, featuring twin orphans who find a new home in a
magical valley. These books, along with Chasing Redbird and
Bloomability, highlight her consistent themes of journey,
discovery, and the importance of belonging.

Awards and Recognitions

Beyond the Newbery Medal, Sharon Creech has received
numerous other accolades. She was awarded the Carnegie Medal
in 2002 for Ruby Holler, making her one of the few authors to win
both the American Newbery and the British Carnegie. She has
also received the Christopher Award and the IRA Children’s Book
Award. These honors reflect her global appeal and the universal
nature of her stories. Another important fact about Sharon
Creech is that she was the first American author to win the
Carnegie Medal in over two decades, a testament to her cross-
cultural resonance.

¢ John Newbery Medal for Walk Two Moons (1995)
e Carnegie Medal for Ruby Holler (2002)

e Newbery Honor for The Wanderer (2001)

e Christopher Award for Walk Two Moons

e UK Literacy Association Award

Writing Style and Common
Themes

Understanding the facts about Sharon Creech requires an
appreciation of her distinct writing style. She employs a first-
person narrative in many of her novels, which allows readers to
connect intimately with the protagonists. Her prose is often
poetic, even when written in plain paragraphs, and she uses
repetition and rhythm to create emotional impact. Creech
frequently explores the following themes:

1. Family and Identity - Her characters often embark on
literal or emotional journeys to understand their place in
their family and the world.

2. Grief and Healing - Death and loss are recurring motifs,
but Creech handles them with gentleness and hope.

3. Nature and Place - Settings like rural Ohio, the open sea,
or mystical valleys play a vital role in the stories.

4. The Power of Storytelling - Many of her books feature

characters telling stories, emphasizing the importance of
narrative in making sense of life.

Personal Life and
Inspirations

Sharon Creech lives with her husband and their two children in
Maine. She is known to be a private person, but she occasionally
shares insights into her writing process. She typically writes early
in the morning, starting with a single image or line of dialogue,
and then allows the story to develop organically. She has stated
that she rarely outlines her books, preferring to discover the plot
as she goes. This spontaneous approach contributes to the fresh,
unpredictable quality of her narratives.

One of the lesser-known facts about Sharon Creech is that she
often draws on her own family history. Her father’s storytelling,
her mother’s warmth, and her own children’s experiences have
all found their way into her books. She is also an avid gardener,
and the beauty of nature frequently appears in her work.

Legacy and Influence

Sharon Creech’s influence on children’s literature is substantial.
She has inspired a generation of writers to embrace vulnerability
and to trust their young readers with complex emotions. Her
books are used in classrooms to teach empathy, literary analysis,
and creative writing. Educators appreciate her ability to engage
reluctant readers, especially through her verse novels like Love
That Dog and Hate That Cat.

Moreover, her success as an author who did not publish her first
book until her forties serves as an inspiration to aspiring writers.
She proves that it is never too late to pursue a creative passion.
The facts about Sharon Creech collectively paint a portrait of a
deeply thoughtful writer who believes in the transformative
power of words.

CONCLUSION

In exploring the facts about Sharon Creech, one discovers a
life dedicated to the art of storytelling. From her Ohio childhood
and teaching career to her time in Europe and her literary
triumphs, Creech’s journey is a testament to patience,
authenticity, and courage. Her ability to weave humor,
heartbreak, and hope into novels that resonate with both children
and adults sets her apart as a master of her craft. Whether you
are revisiting Walk Two Moons or discovering Ruby Holler for the
first time, every page of a Sharon Creech book invites you to look
closer, feel deeper, and believe in the power of a good story.
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