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UNVEILING THE
MYSTERIES OF THE
AIR ALTAR IN
RUNESCAPE

Air Altar
Runescape

For adventurers
stepping into the vast
world of Gielinor, few

skills are as
fundamental and
rewarding as

Runecrafting. At the
heart of this ancient art
lies the Air Altar, a
humble yet essential
location that serves as
the gateway to crafting
one of the game’s
most used runes.
Whether you are a
brand-new player
looking to complete
your first quest or a
seasoned veteran
seeking efficient

experience rates,
understanding the Air
Altar in RuneScape is
crucial. This article will
explore every facet of
this iconic altar—from

its location and
mechanics to
strategies and
historical

context—ensuring you
have all the knowledge
needed to harness the
power of air.

What is
the Air
Altar in
RuneScap
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The Air Altar is one of
the elemental altars
scattered across
Gielinor. It is
specifically tied to the
creation of air runes,
which are among the
most common runes
used for spells ranging
from basic attacks to
teleportation. In both
Old School RuneScape
(OSRS) and RuneScape
3 (RS3), the altar
functions similarly,
though certain
mechanics and
surrounding areas
differ slightly between
the two versions. The
altar itself is a stone
structure imbued with
the essence of the air
element, and when a
player uses a rune
essence or pure
essence on it while
carrying an air
talisman or air tiara,

they receive air runes
equal to their
Runecrafting level
multiplied by a factor
(typically one rune per
essence at low levels,
scaling up with level).

The Air Altar is
particularly notable for
being the first altar
most players
encounter. It is located
directly south of

Falador, near the
entrance to the
dwarven mines,
making it easily
accessible even for
low-level characters.
This accessibility,

combined with the high
demand for air runes,
makes the Air Altar a
staple of early-game
money-making and
leveling.

Location
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and How

to Reach
the Air

Altar

Finding the Air Altar is
straightforward, but
knowing the fastest
route can save time.
The altar is situated in
the Air Altar
dungeon, a small cave
system accessed via a
ladder or trapdoor in
the area known as the
“Air Altar” on the world
map. Here are the
primary ways to reach
it:

* From Falador:
Head south from
Falador’s main
gate, passing the
house portal and
general store.
Continue south
until you see a

small hut with a
trapdoor. Climb
down to enter
the dungeon. The
altar is in the
first room ahead.
Using the
Abyss: For
players who have
completed the
Abyss miniquest
(OSRS) or have
access to the
Runecrafting
Abyss (RS3), you
can enter the
Abyss and locate
the Air Altar rift.
This method
requires at least
35 Runecrafting
and provides a
slightly different
experience, often
used for faster
runecrafting at
higher levels.
Teleportation:
In OSRS, you can
use the Air Altar
teleport with a
Law rune and an



Air staff if you
have unlocked
the
corresponding
Arceeus
spellbook. In
RS3, the “Air
Altar” teleport is
available via the
Runecrafting skill
guide or with
certain items like
the Rune
Guardian.
Additionally, the
Falador Teleport
followed by a
short run is the
most common
method for non-
magic users.

Once inside the
dungeon, you will find
the altar surrounded by
elemental wizards who
are hostile but low-
level. They are easily
avoided, and their
presence adds a minor
risk for players who are
not paying attention.
The area also contains

a bank deposit box?
Not directly - the
nearest bank is in
Falador, so players
often bring essence in
noted form and use a
nearby banker or
simply run back and
forth.

Requirem
ents for
Using the
Air Altar

To create air runes at
the Air Altar, you need
the following:

1. Runecrafting
Skill: You must
have at least
level 1
Runecrafting.
The skill is
learned during
the “Rune
Mysteries” quest,
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which also grants
an air talisman
upon completion.
For a fresh
account, this is
the natural
starting point.

. Air Talisman or
Air Tiara: The
altar requires a
‘talisman’ to
enter the rift and
use the altar. An
air talisman is
obtained during
the Rune
Mysteries quest.
Alternatively, you
can craft an air
tiara by using
the air talisman
on a tiara at the
altar itself
(requires level 1
Runecrafting and
a tiara). The tiara
is popular
because it can be
worn, freeing up
an inventory slot.
. Rune Essence
or Pure

Essence: You
need to have
essence in your
inventory. Rune
essence is the
basic type, while
pure essence
(obtained from
the Abyss or
higher-level
monsters) gives
double runes per
essence at the
same level. For
the Air Altar,
using pure
essence yields
more runes per
essence, making
it more efficient
as you level up.

. Optional:

Binding
Necklace or
Runecrafting
Pouches: These
items are not
required but can
significantly
speed up the
process. Pouches
(small, medium,



large, giant)
store extra
essence and are
carried as items,
reducing the
number of trips.
Binding
necklaces
prevent pouches
from degrading
during use.

Step-by-
Step
Guide to
Crafting
Air Runes

Once you have the
requirements, the
actual process s
simple. Here is a
typical workflow for an
OSRS player:

e Step 1: Equip
your air tiara or

bring an air
talisman in your
inventory. Ensure
your inventory is
filled with rune
essence or pure
essence.

Step 2: Travel to
the Air Altar (see
location section).
Enter the
dungeon and
walk up to the
altar. If you are
wearing the
tiara, you will be
able to click the
altar directly. If
using a talisman,
you must have it
in your
inventory;
clicking the altar
will consume the
talisman? No, the
talisman is not
consumed—it
simply acts as a
key to allow the
essence to be
turned into
runes. The
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talisman remains
in your
inventory.

Step 3: Click on
the altar with
your essence in
inventory. A
short animation
plays, and all the
essence in your
inventory is
turned into air
runes. The
number of runes
per essence is
equal to your
Runecrafting
level. At level 1,
you get 1 rune
per essence; at
level 50, you get
2; at level 99,
you get 10?
Actually, the
formula is: Runes
per essence =
floor(level / 10) +
1. So at level 1:
1; level 10: 2;
level 20: 3; level
30: 4; level 40: 5;
level 50: 6; level

60: 7; level 70: 8;
level 80: 9; level
90: 10; level 99:
10. This makes
the Air Altar a
consistent source
of runes.

Step 4: Once
crafted, you can
either bank your
runes or continue
essence runs.
The nearest bank
for the Air Altar is
in Falador east
bank, which is a
short walk north.
Many players use
the “Falador
Teleport” or run.

Experienc
e Rates
and



Efficiency
Tips

Crafting at the Air Altar
provides a steady
amount of
Runecrafting
experience. The
experience per
essence is 5 XP (for
rune essence) or 6 XP
(for pure essence)
regardless of the
number of runes
produced. Therefore,
the XP per trip is fixed
based on how many
essence you carry.
With full inventory of
28 essence, you get
168 XP (using pure
essence) per trip. That
may seem low, but at
higher levels with
pouches (up to 48
essence per trip in
OSRS using all pouches
and a rune pouch?
Actually pouches store
extra essence: small

pouch adds 3, medium
adds 6, large adds 9,
giant adds 12 - total
+27, so 55 essence per
trip (with 28
inventory). With a
binding necklace, you
can do many trips
before pouches
degrade.

Efficiency comes from
minimizing travel time.
The Air Altar’s
proximity to Falador
makes it one of the
fastest altars to use,
especially with the
Falador Teleport spell.
Players often combine
teleport spells, using
the Falador teleport to
bank and then running
south again.
Alternatively, the Air
Altar teleport on the
Standard spellbook
(OSRS) or Arceuus
spellbook (if unlocked)
can bring you right to
the ladder, saving a
few seconds.

For RS3, the process is
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similar, but players
have access to the
“Runecrafting” skill
guide, which provides
teleportation options
via the Rune Goldberg
Machine and other
modern conveniences.
Additionally, the “Air
Altar” is part of the
minigame  “Rune
Goldberg” in RS3,
where players can craft
combination runes.

Why the
Air Altar
Matters

for Early
Game

For new players, the
Air Altar is the first
taste of Runecrafting.
Completing “Rune
Mysteries” opens the
door to a skill that can

generate a steady
income. Air runes
themselves are always

in high demand
because they are used
in many low-level

spells (like Air Strike,
Air Bolt, and Teleport
to Falador). They are
also required for
crafting combination
runes (like Mist runes).
This means that the Air
Altar is not just a
training spot but also a
viable money-maker.
At level 1, you can
craft around 1,000 air
runes per hour (with
poor efficiency), selling
for a modest profit. As
your level rises, your
profit per hour
increases because you
craft more runes per
essence.

Moreover, the Air Altar
is often used for daily
challenges in both
games. In OSRS, you
might receive a daily
task to craft a certain



number of air runes,
rewarding extra XP. In
RS3, the “Rune
Goldberg” machine
offers bonus runes for
crafting specific
combinations, and air
runes are a common
ingredient.

Comparis
on with
Other
Elementa
| Altars

While the Air Altar is
the most accessible,
other altars (Water,
Earth, Fire, Mind, etc.)
have different locations
and requirements. For
instance, the Water
Altar is located under
the ice mountain near
Falador, the Earth Altar
is in the wilderness

10

(north of Edgeville),
and the Fire Altar is
deep in the wilderness
(near the Chaos
Temple). The Air Altar’s
safe location (non-
wilderness) makes it a
preferred training spot
for players who want to
avoid PvP risks. The
Mind Altar is also safe
and located near the
Rune Essence mine,
but Mind runes have
lower demand.
Therefore, the Air Altar
strikes a balance
between safety,
accessibility, and
demand.

Advanced
Strategie
s: Using

the Abyss

For players who have
completed the Abyss
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miniquest (OSRS) or
have access to the
Abyss in RS3, entering
the Abyss allows you to
use the Air Altar’s rift
inside the chaotic
plane. The Abyss
provides a faster route
because you can
teleport to the Abyss
via the mage Zamorak
(OSRS) or simply walk
to the wildy. Inside,
you find a rift
corresponding to each
altar. The Air rift is
easy to locate. The
advantage of the Abyss
is that you can craft
runes without needing
a talisman or tiara?
Actually, you still need
the talisman or tiara in
the Abyss? In OSRS,
you do not need a
talisman if using the
Abyss - you can enter
the rift directly, but
you need to have the
appropriate

Runecrafting level and
essence. The Abyss
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process is slightly more
dangerous due to the
presence of monsters
and PKers in the
wilderness, but it
speeds up the run
because the bank is
closer (the Edgeville
bank is nearby the
Abyss entrance). For
high-level players, the
Abyss method is often
used for all
runecrafting, including
air runes, because it
reduces walking time.

Historical
and Lore
Context

The Air Altar, like all
elemental altars, is tied
to the lore of the Rune
Memories quest (RS3)
and the teachings of
the Runecrafting guild.
According to lore, the
altars were created by
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the First Age Rune representing freedom,
Guardians to power the movement, and clarity.
magical world. The Air Players who visit the
Altar is dedicated to altar can also

the element of air,

12 Air Altar Runescape 2023-04-11



