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UNDERSTANDING DVD REGIONS:
WHAT REGION IS AUSTRALIA FOR
DVDS?

If you have ever purchased a DVD from
overseas or tried to play a disc bought
abroad  in  your  Australian  player,  you
have likely encountered the frustrating
message:  "Incompatible  region."  This
error  stems  from  a  global  system
designed  to  control  the  distribution  of
movies  and  television  shows  across

different markets. For anyone living in or
buying  DVDs  from  Australia,  the  first
question is: What region is Australia
f o r  D V D s ?  T h e  a n s w e r  i s
straightforward—Australia  belongs  to
Region 4.  But  that  simple  fact  opens
the door to a deeper understanding of
why  DVD  regions  exist,  how  they  affect
your viewing experience, and what you
can do to play discs from other parts of
the world.
DVD region codes are a form of digital
rights management (DRM) introduced by
movie  studios  in  the  late  1990s.  The
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world was divided into six major regions
(plus special ones for cruises, airplanes,
and  other  cases).  Australia,  New
Zealand, Mexico, Central America, South
America,  and  several  Pacific  Islands  all
fall under Region 4. This means that a
DVD  labeled  "Region  4"  (or  "R4")  is
specifically  encoded  to  play  on  DVD
players  sold  in  these  territories,
including  Australia.  Conversely,  a  DVD
from  Region  1  (United  States  and
Canada)  or  Region  2  (Europe,  Japan,
South Africa,  and the Middle East)  will
not  play  on  a  standard  Australian
player—unless  you  use  a  region-free
device or a software workaround.

The History
Behind DVD
Region Coding
Why did studios create region codes in
the  first  place?  The  primary  reason  was
to control release windows. In the 1990s,
a  film might  premiere  in  theaters  in  the
United States months before it reached
cinemas in Australia. After the theatrical
run,  the film would be released on VHS,
then on DVD, again at different times in
different  countries.  Region  codes
prevented Australians from importing a
US  DVD before  the  local  DVD release
date,  protecting  the  studio's  revenue
from  local  distributors.  Additionally,
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region  codes  allowed  studios  to  price
discs  differently  in  various  markets—for
example,  charging  more  in  wealthier
countries  and  less  in  developing
ones—without  consumers  undercutting
the system by buying cheaper imports.
Initially,  many  consumers  accepted
region  coding  as  a  necessary  evil.
However,  as  DVD  players  became
ubiquitous  and  online  shopping  made
international  purchases  easy,  region
locking became a persistent annoyance.
Australian  consumers,  in  particular,
faced challenges because the local DVD
market  was  smaller,  and  many  titles
were released later (or never) in Region
4.  This  led  to  a  thriving  market  for
region-free  DVD  players  and  multi-
region  modifications.  Even  today,  with
streaming  services  dominating,  DVDs

and  Blu-rays  remain  popular  among
collectors,  movie  enthusiasts,  and
people  in  areas  with  limited  internet
access.

AUSTRALIA'S DVD REGION:
REGION 4 IN DETAIL

To answer the question "What region is
Australia  for  DVDs?"  more  completely,
let us look at the official designation. The
DVD  region  system  uses  numbers  1
through 8:

Region 1: United States, Canada,
Bermuda
Region 2: Europe, Japan, South
Africa, Middle East (including
Egypt)
Region 3: Southeast Asia, East
Asia (including Hong Kong, South
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Korea, Taiwan)
Region 4: Australia, New Zealand,
Mexico, Central America, South
America, Caribbean, Pacific Islands
Region 5: Russia, India, Africa
(excluding South Africa), former
Soviet republics, Mongolia
Region 6: China
Region 7: Reserved for future use
(often used for special
"international" discs)
Region 8: International venues
such as airplanes, cruise ships

Some discs  are  labeled  "Region  0"  or
"Region All," meaning they can play on
any  player  worldwide.  These  are  rare,
typically found in special editions or from
independent studios. Additionally, many
DVDs  are  "region-free"  by  design,

especially  older  or  less  mainstream
titles.
It  is  important to note that the region
code is encoded on the disc itself, and
the  player  checks  the  code  before
allowing  playback.  If  the  disc's  region
matches  the  player's  region  (or  the
player is region-free), the movie plays.
Otherwise,  the  player  rejects  the  disc.
This  is  hardware-enforced,  so  simply
changing  the  region  sett ing  in  a
standard  player  is  not  possible—most
players allow only a limited number of
region  changes  (often  5)  before
permanently  locking to  the last  region
used.
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PAL vs. NTSC:
Another
Difference to

Consider
Region  is  not  the  only  factor  affecting
DVD compatibility between Australia and
other countries. There is also the video
format.  Australia  uses  PAL  (Phase
Alternating  Line)  as  its  television
standard, which operates at 25 frames
per second and a resolution of 720×576
pixels.  In  contrast,  North  America  and
Japan  use  NTSC  (National  Television
System Committee), which runs at 29.97

frames per second and a resolution of
720×480 pixels. Most DVD players and
modern  TVs  can  handle  both  formats,
but  older  equipment  may not.  Even if
you manage to play a Region 1 NTSC
disc in Australia, you might encounter a
black-and-white  picture  or  a  rolling
image  on  some older  CRT  televisions.
Fortunately,  virtually  all  modern  flat-
screen TVs in Australia are multi-system
and  can  handle  both  PAL  and  NTSC.
However,  the  region  lock  remains
separate  from  the  video  format.

HOW TO PLAY REGION 4 DVDS IN
OTHER COUNTRIES (AND VICE
VERSA)

Many Australians travel  abroad or  buy
DVDs online from the US (Region 1) or
UK (Region 2). Conversely, international
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visitors  to  Australia  may  want  to  buy
local Region 4 DVDs to take home. Here
are practical solutions for playing discs
across regions:

1. Purchase a
Region-Free DVD
Player
The most straightforward solution is to
buy a DVD player that is either region-
free  out  of  the  box  or  can  be  easily
unlocked  by  entering  a  code.  Many
consumer  electronics  brands  offer
models  that  are  "multi-region"  or  "all-
region"  for  a  slightly  higher  price.  In
Australia,  you  can  find  such  players  at

e lect ron ics  re ta i le rs  or  on l ine
marketplaces. These players ignore the
region  code  on  discs,  allowing  you  to
play  discs  from any  region.  They  also
typically  handle  both  PAL  and  NTSC
conversion  automatically.  This  is  the
best option for home use.

2. Use a
Computer with
Software
Workarounds
Computer  DVD  drives  are  often  more
flexible. However, most DVD-ROM drives
are  also  region-locked,  but  you  can
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change the region a limited number of
times (usually  5)  in  the drive's  firmware
settings.  After  that,  the  drive  locks
permanently to the last region selected.
To avoid this,  you can use region-free
playback software like VLC Media Player,
which  can  bypass  region  restrictions
through software decryption.  VLC does
not  rely  on  the  drive's  region  setting;
instead, it reads the disc directly. This is
a  free  and  effective  method  for  playing
any  DVD  on  a  laptop  or  desktop
computer.  Note  that  some  newer
computers,  especially  ultrabooks,  no
longer  include  optical  drives,  so  an
external USB DVD drive may be needed.

3. Rip the DVD
and Remove
Region Coding
Another approach is to rip the DVD to a
digital  file  using  software  that  ignores
region codes. Programs like MakeMKV or
HandBrake can copy the video content
from the disc and save it as an MKV or
MP4 file on your hard drive. This process
removes the region restriction and also
allows  you  to  play  the  movie  on  any
device,  including  tablets,  phones,  or
smart TVs, without needing the physical
disc.  However,  this  raises  copyright
considerations,  but  it  is  generally
accepted  for  personal  backup  use  in
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many jurisdictions.

4. Buy a Region-
Free Media
Player or
Streaming
Device
If  you  primarily  watch  digital  files,
consider using a media player like the
Nvidia Shield, Roku, or Apple TV. These
devices  can  stream  from  your  local
network  or  the  internet  and  are  not
bound  by  DVD region  codes.  You  can
copy  your  DVDs  to  a  hard  drive  (as

above) and stream them. This is a long-
term  solution  for  building  a  digital
library.

BLU-RAY AND 4K UHD:
DIFFERENT REGION SYSTEMS

While this article focuses on DVDs, it is
worth  noting  that  Blu-ray  discs  use  a
different  region  system.  Blu-ray  divides
the world into three regions (A,  B,  C).
Australia  is  in  Region  B  (along  with
Europe, Africa, the Middle East, and New
Zealand).  The United States and Japan
are Region A, and China and Russia are
Region C. However, most 4K UHD Blu-
rays are region-free by design, which has
been a welcome change for collectors.
But standard Blu-rays remain locked. So
if  you  are  building  a  physical  media
library,  remember  the  distinction
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between  DVD  regions  (numbers)  and
Blu-ray regions (letters).

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT AUSTRALIA'S DVD REGION

Many people mistakenly believe that all
DVDs  from  Asia  are  compatible  with
Australian players, but that depends on
the specific country.  For example,  Japan
is Region 2, while Hong Kong is Region
3. Neither matches Australia's Region 4.
Another  misconception  is  that  all  PAL
DVDs  are  p layable  in  Austra l ia
regardless  of  region.  While  the  video
format  may be compatible,  the  region
lock still  applies.  A Region 2 PAL DVD
from the UK will not play in a standard
Australian  Region  4  player  unless  the
player  is  multi-region.  Conversely,  a
Region 4 NTSC disc (rare, but possible)

might have format issues on older TVs.
Always  check  both  region  and  format
when purchasing international DVDs.

WHERE TO BUY REGION 4 DVDS
IN AUSTRALIA

If  you  live  in  Australia  and  want  to
ensure compatibility without hassle, buy
discs  labeled  Region  4  from  local
retailers. Major electronics stores, JB Hi-
Fi,  and  online  outlets  like  Amazon
Australia  often  stock  Region  4  discs.
However, be cautious when buying from
Amazon.com (US) or other international
sites—they may ship Region 1 or Region
2  discs  that  cannot  play  on  your
standard player unless you have taken
steps  to  bypass  region  locks.  Many
Australian collectors also purchase from
specia l ist  import  retai lers  that
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specifically  sell  multi-region  or  region-
free  discs.

CONCLUSION

Understanding "What region is Australia
for  DVDs?"  is  essential  for  anyone
building a physical collection of movies
or buying discs from abroad. Australia is
firmly  in  Region  4,  along  with  New
Zealand,  Mexico,  Central  and  South
America,  and much of  the  Pacific.  While
this region lock can be frustrating, there
are  practical  workarounds:  region-free

players, computer software like VLC, or
ripping  discs  to  digital  files.  Remember
also  the  difference  in  video  standards
(PAL  vs.  NTSC),  though  modern
televisions handle both with ease. With
the right knowledge and equipment, you
can enjoy DVDs from anywhere in the
world, turning a simple question into the
key  that  unlocks  a  global  library  of
cinema.  Whether  you  are  a  casual
viewer  or  a  dedicated  collector,  being
region-aware  lets  you  make  informed
purchases  and  avoid  compatibility
headaches.


