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DISCOVERING A
CULTURAL TWIST
ON A CLASSIC
TALE: THE MAGIC
OF GOLDY LUCK
AND THE THREE
PANDAS

In  the  vast  landscape
of children's literature,
few  stor ies  are  as
universally  recognized
as the tale of a curious
little girl who stumbles
upon  a  cozy  home,
s a m p l e s  s o m e
porridge,  sits  in  some
chairs,  and  eventually
falls  asleep  in  a  bed
that is "just right." For
generations, Goldilocks

and  the  Three  Bears
has  delighted  young
readers.  However,  in
recent  years,  a  fresh,
vibrant,  and  culturally
r i ch  re te l l ing  has
captured the hearts of
families  looking  for
more  d iverse  and
meaningful  stories.
That  book  is  Goldy
Luck And The Three
Pandas  by  Natasha
Yim.
T h i s  b e a u t i f u l l y
illustrated picture book
does more than simply
swap bears for pandas.
It  transports  readers
into  the  heart  of  a
Chinese  American
household  during  the
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t
celebration of the lunar
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calendar: Chinese New
Year.  The  result  is  a
story  that  feels  both
f a m i l i a r  a n d
wonderfully  new.  In
this  article,  we  will
exp lo re  the  p l o t ,
t h emes ,  cu l t u ra l
significance,  and
educational  value  of
Goldy Luck And The
T h r e e  P a n d a s ,
demonstrating  why  it
has become a beloved
a d d i t i o n  t o
bookshelves  around
the  world.

WHAT IS GOLDY
LUCK AND THE
THREE PANDAS
ABOUT?

At  i ts  core,  Goldy
Luck And The Three
Pandas  follows  the
classic  story  structure
that  so many children
k n o w  a n d  l o v e .
However,  the  setting
and the characters are
entirely  reimagined.
The  protagonist  is

Goldy  Luck,  a  young
Chinese  American  girl
who is having a rather
difficult  morning.  It  is
Chinese New Year, and
she is supposed to help
her  mother  prepare
turnip cakes and clean
the  house  fo r  the
holiday.  But  Goldy  is
feeling  grumpy  and
lazy. When her mother
asks her to take a plate
of  turnip  cakes  next
door  to  the  home  of
the  Chan  family—who
happen  to  be  three
p a n d a s — G o l d y ' s
adventure truly begins.
When  she  arrives  at
the  Chans'  house  and
no  one  answers  the
door, Goldy decides to
go  inside.  There,  she
finds  three  bowls  of
congee  (a  savory  rice
porridge).  She  tastes
the  first,  which  is  too
salty;  the  second,
which is too sweet; and
the third, which is just
right.  She  eats  the
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entire bowl.  Next,  she
tries  out  their  chairs.
The  first  is  too  hard,
the second is too soft,
and  the  third  is  just
right—until  she breaks
it! Finally, she finds the
bedroom, tests out the
beds,  and falls  asleep
in the smallest panda's
bed, which is just right.

A
Different
Kind of
Ending
Unlike  the  original
story  where  the  girl
runs  away,  Goldy
Luck And The Three
Pandas  offers  a  much
more  mean ing fu l
resolution. When Goldy
wakes  up  surrounded
by  the  three  pandas,
she  doesn't  flee.
Instead,  she  feels

ashamed and sorry for
h e r  a c t i o n s .  S h e
r e m e m b e r s  h e r
mother's  teachings
about  responsibility
and  respect.  Goldy
returns home, gets her
own turnip cakes, and
g o e s  b a c k  t o  t h e
C h a n s '  h o u s e  t o
apologize  and  make
amends.  The  story
e n d s  w i t h  G o l d y
helping  the  panda
family  clean  up  and
s h a r i n g  a  m e a l
together,  turning  a
moment  of  mischief
into  a  lesson  about
accountabil ity  and
friendship.

THE CULTURAL
RICHNESS OF THE
STORY

What truly sets Goldy
Luck And The Three
Pandas  apart  from
other  retellings  is  the
deep  cultural  context
woven into every page.
Author  Natasha  Yim,
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who  i s  o f  Ch inese
heritage,  has  filled  the
story  with  authentic
details  that  introduce
young  reade rs  t o
Chinese  New  Year
traditions  in  a  natural
and engaging way.

Chinese
New Year
Elements

Turnip Cakes: A
traditional savory
dish often
prepared during
the Lunar New
Year. In the
story, turnip
cakes replace
the porridge
from the original
tale, while the
pandas enjoy
congee.
Red Envelopes:
Known as hong
bao, these red

packets
containing
money are a
central tradition
of the holiday.
Goldy receives
one from her
mother at the
beginning of the
story.
Lion Dancers
and
Firecrackers:
The book's
illustrations
vividly depict lion
dancers parading
through the
streets, a
common sight
during New Year
celebrations
meant to bring
good luck and
ward off evil
spirits.
Cleaning the
House: This
tradition
symbolizes
sweeping away
bad luck from
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the previous year
to make room for
good fortune in
the year ahead.
Family and
Community:
The entire story
emphasizes the
importance of
family,
community, and
repairing
relationships—co
re values in
Chinese culture.

By  embedding  these
elements  directly  into
the  narrative,  children
are not just reading a
s t o r y ;  t h e y  a r e
absorbing  cultural
k n o w l e d g e  i n  a n
o r g a n i c  a n d
memorable  way.

COMPARING
GOLDY LUCK WITH
THE CLASSIC
GOLDILOCKS

F o r  p a r e n t s  a n d
educators, Goldy Luck

A n d  T h e  T h r e e
Pandas  offers  a
fantastic opportunity to
compare  and  contrast
different  versions  of
t h e  s a m e  s t o r y
structure.  While  the
events are parallel, the
differences  are
significant  and  provide
r i c h  m a t e r i a l  f o r
discussion.

Element Classic
Goldilocks

Goldy Luck
And The
Three

Pandas

Main
Character

A nameless
girl (often
depicted
as white)

Goldy Luck, a
Chinese
American girl

Setting
A generic
forest
cottage

A vibrant
Chinatown
during
Chinese New
Year

Food Porridge Congee and
turnip cakes

Animals Three
bears

Three pandas
(Papa, Mama,
and Baby
Chan)

Resolution

The girl
runs away
and is
never seen
again

Goldy
apologizes,
makes
amends, and
shares a meal

Moral
Lesson

Unclear;
often
about
trespassing

Responsibility,
apologizing,
and
community

The  most  s t r ik ing
difference  is  the
ending. In the original,
the girl essentially gets
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away with her actions.
In  Goldy  Luck  And
The  Three  Pandas,
the  protagonist  must
face the consequences
of  her  choices  and
actively work to repair
the  ha rm  she  has
caused.  This  shift  is
crucial  for  modern
readers,  as  it  models
accountabil ity  and
empathy.

THEMES AND
LESSONS IN
GOLDY LUCK AND
THE THREE
PANDAS

Beyond  the  cultural
celebration,  this  book
i s  p a c k e d  w i t h
meaningful  themes
that  resonate  with
children  and  adults
alike.

Responsi

bility and
Making
Amends
Goldy  Luck  is  not  a
perfect  child.  She  is
grumpy,  lazy,  and
makes a series of poor
decisions.  However,
the  story  does  not
punish  her  for  these
flaws. Instead, it shows
her  learn ing  f rom
t h e m .  W h e n  s h e
realizes she has broken
Baby Chan's chair and
eaten his congee, she
feels genuine remorse.
Her decision to return
with  her  own  turnip
cakes  and  apologize
demonstrates that it is
never too late to do the
right  thing.  This  is  a
powerful  message  for
young children who are
still  learning  about
cause  and  effect  in
social  situations.
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The Value
of Family
and
Tradition
Goldy's mother plays a
small  but  significant
role  in  the  story.  She
sets  the  expectation
that Goldy should help
with  the  New  Year
preparations  and  take
the turnip cakes to the
neighbors.  Even  when
Goldy  fails  at  first,  her
mother's  teachings
guide her back to the
right  path.  The  story
a l s o  s h o w s  t h a t
traditions  are  not  just
about rituals; they are
about  the  connections
we  bu i l d  w i th  the
people  around  us.

Embracin
g
Diversity
I n  a  w o r l d  t h a t  i s
i n c r e a s i n g l y
multicultural,  books
like  Goldy Luck And
The  Three  Pandas
are  essential.  They
allow  children  from
Chinese families to see
themselves reflected in
the  stories  they  read,
wh i l e  a l so  g i v ing
children  from  other
backgrounds a window
into a different culture.
T h i s  k i n d  o f
representation  fosters
empathy, curiosity, and
a  b r o a d e r
understanding  of  the
world.

WHY THIS BOOK IS
PERFECT FOR



8

8 Goldy Luck And The Three
Pandas

2022-12-11

CLASSROOMS AND
STORYTIMES

Teachers and librarians
have embraced Goldy
Luck And The Three
Pandas  as a versatile
tool  for  education.
Here are several ways
the book can be used
i n  a  l e a r n i n g
environment:

Compare and1.
Contrast
Lessons:
Students can
read the original
Goldilocks story
alongside this
one, creating
Venn diagrams
to identify
similarities and
differences.
Cultural2.
Studies: The
book serves as a
gentle
introduction to
Chinese New
Year traditions,
perfect for

January or
February lesson
plans.
Character3.
Development:
Goldy's arc from
grumpy to
responsible
offers a great
starting point for
discussions
about feelings,
mistakes, and
forgiveness.
Creative4.
Writing
Prompts:
Children can be
encouraged to
write their own
"twisted tales"
set in different
cultural contexts.
Art and5.
Illustration:
Grace Zong's
illustrations are
rich with detail
and color,
inspiring
students to
create their own
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art based on the
story.

THE IMPORTANCE
OF DIVERSE
RETELLINGS

The success  of  Goldy
Luck And The Three
Pandas  is  part  of  a
larger  movement  in
children's  publishing
t o w a r d  g r e a t e r
diversity and inclusion.
F o r  d e c a d e s ,  t h e
majority  of  children's
books  featured  white
c h a r a c t e r s  a n d
Western  sett ings.
T o d a y ,  t h e r e  i s  a
growing  recognition
t h a t  a l l  c h i l d r e n
d e s e r v e  t o  s e e
themselves  in  the
stor ies  they  read.
Retellings  of  classic
tales  are  particularly
powerful because they
t a k e  a  f a m i l i a r
framework  and  infuse
it  with  new  culture,
new  values,  and  new
perspectives.

When  a  child  reads
Goldy Luck And The
Three  Pandas,  they
are not  just  getting a
new version of  an old
s t o r y .  T h e y  a r e
learning  that  stories
c a n  b e l o n g  t o
e v e r y o n e ,  t h a t
t rad i t i ons  can  be
celebrated  across
cultures,  and that  the
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t
l essons—k indness ,
responsibil ity,  and
c o m m u n i t y — a r e
universal.

About the
Author
and
Illustrator
N a t a s h a  Y i m  i s  a
children's  author  of
Chinese  heritage  who
grew up in Singapore,
Malaysia,  and  Hong
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Kong. She has written
several  books  that
celebrate Asian culture
a n d  t r a d i t i o n s ,
including  The  Mitten
String and Luna's Yum
Yum Dim Sum.  Grace
Zong,  the  illustrator,
brings the story to life
with  warm,  vibrant
watercolor  illustrations
t h a t  c a p t u r e  t h e
energy and color  of  a
Chinese  New  Year
celebrat ion.  Their
collaboration on Goldy
Luck And The Three
Pandas is a testament
t o  t h e  p o w e r  o f
authentic storytelling.

CONCLUSION

Goldy Luck And The
Three  Pandas  i s
much  more  than  a
simple  retelling  of  a
classic fairy tale. It is a
b r i d g e  b e t w e e n
cultures,  a  lesson  in
responsibility,  and  a
celebration  of  family
and  t rad i t i on .  By

p l a c i n g  a  y o u n g
Chinese  American  girl
a t  the  cente r  o f  a
famil iar  narrative,
N a t a s h a  Y i m  h a s
created a story that is
both  comforting  and
eye-opening.  Young
readers  will  giggle  at
Goldy's  misadventures
w i t h  c o n g e e  a n d
chairs,  but  they  will
also walk away with a
deeper  understanding
of  Chinese  New  Year
and the importance of
making  things  right
w h e n  w e  m a k e
mistakes.
Whether  you  are  a
parent  look ing  to
diversify  your  child's
bookshelf,  a  teacher
seeking a rich text for
your  classroom,  or
simply  someone  who
loves a well-told story,
Goldy Luck And The
T h r e e  P a n d a s
deserves  a  place  on
your  reading  list.  It
proves  that  the  best
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stories  are  the  ones
that  honor  the  past

while looking toward a
more inclusive future.


