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THE QUIET STRENGTH OF “I SHALL NOT WANT”: A GUIDE TO AUDREY ASSAD’S
PIANO SHEET MUSIC

In a world that often feels chaotic and loud, music has a unique ability to ground us. Few songs in
the modern Christian music repertoire accomplish this  with as much grace and tenderness as
Audrey Assad’s “I Shall Not Want.” This poignant piece, which draws its title and inspiration from the
opening verse of Psalm 23, has resonated deeply with listeners since its release. For pianists, the
desire to learn and perform this piece is natural. Finding high-quality I Shall Not Want Audrey
Assad  piano  sheet  music  is  often  the  first  step  on  a  journey  that  is  as  much  about  spiritual
reflection  as  it  is  about  musical  growth.  This  article  explores  the  song’s  background,  its  musical
structure,  and  how  you  can  find  and  use  the  sheet  music  to  bring  this  beautiful  piece  to  life.
Audrey Assad is known for her introspective and theologically rich songwriting. “I Shall Not Want” is
a prime example of her ability to weave ancient scripture into a contemporary musical frame. The
song does not simply repeat the words of the psalm; it expands upon them, exploring the themes of
trust, provision, and surrender in a modern context. The melody is gentle and repetitive, almost like
a lullaby, which makes it accessible while still being profoundly moving. For anyone looking to play
this song, the piano sheet music serves as both a technical guide and a devotional tool.

THE STORY BEHIND “I SHALL NOT WANT”

To  fully  appreciate  the  I  Shall  Not  Want  Audrey  Assad piano sheet  music,  it  helps  to
understand the heart of the song. Audrey Assad has spoken about how the song emerged from a
period of personal struggle and searching. The phrase “I shall not want” is a declaration of trust in
God’s provision, but Assad’s lyrics acknowledge the reality of human weakness. She sings about
wanting things she does not have and struggling to find contentment. This honesty is what makes
the song so relatable.

A Modern Psalm of Lament and Trust
The song is structured as a modern psalm. It begins with a state of need: “My Shepherd, You supply
my need.” But it quickly moves into a confession of doubt: “Though I walk through the valley, I will
not fear.” The tension between fear and faith is what gives the song its emotional weight. The sheet
music captures this dynamic perfectly. In the verses, the piano lines are sparse and intimate, often
with simple chord voicings that leave space for the voice. As the song builds to the chorus, the piano
part becomes fuller, using wider intervals and more sustained notes to create a sense of hope and

resolution.

MUSICAL ANALYSIS OF THE PIECE

When you look at the I Shall Not Want Audrey Assad piano sheet music, you will notice several
key features that define its sound. The song is typically set in the key of D-flat major or E-flat major,
depending on the arrangement. These keys are known for their warm, rich quality, which suits the
song’s contemplative mood.

Key, Tempo, and Chord Progression
Key Signature: Most official versions are in D-flat major (5 flats). This key sits well on the
piano and has a resonant, almost ethereal quality.
Tempo: The song is meant to be played slowly, around 60-70 beats per minute. The tempo
marking is often “Lento” or “Slowly with reverence.”
Chord Progressions: The chord structure relies heavily on I-IV-V-vi patterns, but with subtle
extensions. You will find added 7ths and 9ths that give the harmony a modern, floating
sensation. The use of the IV chord (G-flat major in the key of D-flat) is particularly important,
as it creates a sense of longing and release.

Lyrical and Melodic Structure
The melody is mostly stepwise, making it easy for a vocalist to sing and for a pianist to learn. The
sheet music often includes the vocal line on a separate staff or as part of the right-hand melody. The
highest point of the melody is reserved for the chorus, specifically on the word “want,” which is held
out for emphasis. This subtle dynamic shift is crucial for the emotional delivery of the song.

WHY “I SHALL NOT WANT” PIANO SHEET MUSIC IS SO SOUGHT AFTER

There  are  several  reasons  why  pianists  specifically  search  for  I  Shall  Not  Want  Audrey  Assad
piano sheet music. First, the piano is the primary instrumental voice in the original recording. The
song was built around a piano foundation, so playing it on the piano feels authentic. Second, the
piece is accessible to intermediate players while offering enough nuance to keep advanced players
engaged.
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For Worship Leaders and Pianists
Many church musicians are constantly  looking for  songs that  are  theologically  sound,  lyrically
beautiful, and easy to lead. “I Shall Not Want” fits this description perfectly. The piano sheet music
allows a worship leader to play the song as a solo piece or to accompany a congregation. The
arrangement is not overly busy, which makes it easier for a congregation to follow. The repeated
nature of the chorus also makes it suitable for times of extended worship or prayer ministry.

For Personal Devotion and Meditation
Beyond the church setting,  many pianists enjoy playing this song for personal  reflection.  The slow
tempo and simple harmony make it an excellent piece for meditative practice. Sitting at the piano
and playing through the I Shall Not Want Audrey Assad piano sheet music can be a form of
prayer  in  itself.  The lyrics,  which are printed above the notes,  serve as  a  reminder  of  God’s
faithfulness in times of need.

HOW TO FIND HIGH-QUALITY SHEET MUSIC

Finding accurate and well-arranged I  Shall  Not Want Audrey Assad piano sheet music  is
important for a satisfying playing experience. There are several sources to consider, each with its
own advantages.

Official Sheet Music Publishers
The  most  reliable  source  for  sheet  music  is  through  official  publishers.  Audrey  Assad’s  music  has
been published by companies like EMI Christian Music Publishing and Integrity Music. These
official  versions  are  typically  transcribed directly  from the  studio  recording.  They  include accurate
chord symbols, lyrics, and dynamics. You can often purchase these as digital downloads or physical
copies from websites like Musicnotes, Sheet Music Plus, or directly from the publisher.

Arrangements and Transcriptions
In  addition  to  the  official  version,  you  can  find  various  arrangements.  Some  are  simplified  for
beginners, while others are more elaborate for advanced players. There are also arrangements that
include  piano  accompaniment  parts  for  vocal  solos.  When  searching  online,  be  specific  with  your
search terms. Use phrases like “Audrey Assad I Shall Not Want piano solo,” “I Shall Not Want chords
and lyrics,” or “I Shall Not Want lead sheet” to narrow down your results. Be cautious of free, user-
uploaded versions, as they may contain errors in notation or chord structure.

Digital vs. Physical Sheet Music
Digital Sheet Music: This is the most convenient option. You can download the PDF
instantly, print it at home, or view it on a tablet. Many digital versions are interactive and allow
you to transpose the key or listen to a playback.
Physical Sheet Music: If you prefer having a physical book, you can often find this song in
compilation albums or sheet music collections of Audrey Assad’s work. Physical copies are nice
for building a library and for use in settings where a screen is not practical.

TIPS FOR LEARNING AND PERFORMING THE PIECE

Once you have your I Shall Not Want Audrey Assad piano sheet music, the next step is to
learn it well. Here are some practical tips to help you master the piece.

Focus on Dynamics and Expression
This  song  is  not  about  speed  or  technical  flash.  It  is  about  sensitivity  and  emotion.  Pay  close
attention to the dynamics written in the sheet music. The verses should be very soft (piano or
pianissimo), like a whispered prayer. The choruses can grow slightly louder (mezzo-forte), but avoid
becoming harsh. The beauty of the song lies in its restraint.

Use the Sustain Pedal Mindfully
The sustain pedal is essential for this piece, but it must be used with care. The chord changes are
slow, so you will want to hold the sound between changes. However, you must clear the pedal at
each chord change to avoid a muddy, blurred sound. Practice playing the left-hand bass notes
cleanly and changing the pedal on each new chord. The sheet music may include pedal markings,
but if not, use your ear as a guide.

Practice the Left-Hand Patterns
The left-hand part in many arrangements consists of broken chords or arpeggios. This creates a
flowing,  water-like foundation for  the melody.  Practice these patterns slowly at  first,  ensuring that
each note is even and clear. As you become more comfortable, you can add rubato (flexible tempo)
to make the piece feel more organic and less mechanical.

Memorize the Lyrics
If you plan to sing along while playing, or lead the song in a worship setting, it is helpful to memorize
the lyrics. This allows you to focus on expression and connection with your audience. The lyrics are
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deeply scriptural, and knowing them by heart can enrich your own understanding of the song.
Consider meditating on Psalm 23 as you learn the music.

THE ROLE OF THE SONG IN MODERN WORSHIP

“I  Shall  Not  Want” has become a staple in  many churches,  particularly  in  settings that  favor
contemplative and liturgical worship. Its slow, meditative quality makes it  ideal for communion
services, times of prayer, or as a response to a sermon about God’s provision. The I Shall Not
Want Audrey Assad piano sheet music is often the backbone of these performances.

A Bridge Between Tradition and
Contemporary
The song serves as a bridge between traditional hymnody and contemporary Christian music. Its
structure is simple and repetitive like a chant, but its harmonic language is modern. This makes it
accessible to a wide range of congregations. The piano sheet music often includes a simple chord
chart that can be used by a full band, but the song truly shines in a stripped-down, piano-only
setting.

Impact on Listeners
Listeners often report that this song brings them to tears or helps them process grief and anxiety.
The combination of the gentle piano melody and the reassuring lyrics creates a safe space for
emotional  expression.  As a pianist,  you have the privilege of  facilitating that experience. Your
careful  attention to dynamics and phrasing can help create a moment of  peace for  everyone
listening.

CONCLUSION

Audrey Assad’s “I Shall Not Want” is more than just a song; it is a musical prayer that meets
listeners in their deepest places of need. For pianists, the I Shall Not Want Audrey Assad piano
sheet music is a valuable resource that opens the door to this beautiful piece. Whether you are
playing for a congregation, leading a small group, or simply enjoying a quiet moment at the piano,
this  song offers  a  profound way to  connect  with  God and with  others.  By  understanding the  story
behind the song, studying its musical structure, and approaching the sheet music with care and
intention, you can do justice to this modern hymn. As you play, may you find that you truly shall not
want, for the music itself is a gift of grace.


