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INTRODUCTION: THE INDISPENSABLE KNITTING
REFERENCE

For decades, knitters seeking to expand their repertoire beyond
basic  knits  and  purls  have  turned  to  one  definitive  source.  The
Barbara Walker Treasury Of Knitting Patterns is not merely
a  book;  it  is  a  cornerstone  of  knitting  literature,  a  beloved
reference that has guided countless crafters from intermediate to
advanced skill levels. First published in 1968, this comprehensive
volume remains as relevant today as it  was upon its release,
offering  a  structured,  encyclopedic  approach  to  pattern
construction that few other resources have matched. Its lasting
legacy is a testament to Barbara Walker’s meticulous research
and her gift for demystifying complex stitch structures for the
home knitter.
What distinguishes the Barbara Walker Treasury Of Knitting
Patterns  from  a  typical  stitch  dictionary  is  its  coherent
organization  and Walker's  insightful  commentary.  She doesn’t
just present patterns; she teaches the reader to understand how
they work. This approach empowers knitters to modify, combine,
and even invent their own patterns. The book contains over 500

patterns,  each  presented  with  a  clear  photograph,  a  written
instruction, and, crucially, a row-by-row chart. The sheer variety,
spanning basic  textures to intricate lace and complex cables,
ensures  that  even  the  most  experienced  knitter  will  find
inspiration  within  its  pages.
In an era of fleeting digital  trends and rapid online tutorials,  the
Barbara  Walker  Treasury  Of  Knitting  Patterns  offers  a
permanent, trusted foundation. It  is the book that sits on the
shelf of almost every serious knitter, dog-eared and yarn-dusted,
serving as a constant companion. This article will  explore the
book's structure, its key features, why it endures as a top seller,
and how both new and seasoned knitters can maximize its value.
Whether you’re looking to design a custom sweater,  create a
stunning  lace  shawl,  or  simply  understand the  anatomy of  a
cable, the Treasury is the ultimate guide.

WHAT MAKES THE TREASURY UNIQUE?

The  magic  of  the  Barbara  Walker  Treasury  Of  Knitting
Patterns  lies  in  its  systematic  classification.  Walker  organized
the patterns into categories based on their visual structure and
the way stitches interact. This is not a random collection; it’s a
thoughtfully curated taxonomy of knitting. The major divisions
include: Moss and Seed Stitch Variations, Ribbing Patterns,
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Raised  Patterns,  Openwork  and  Lace  Patterns,  Color
Patterns,  and  Cable  Patterns,  among  others.  Each  section
begins with a brief introduction explaining the characteristics of
that pattern family.
This organizational logic is profoundly useful. If a knitter needs a
border that doesn’t curl, they can turn to the ribbing section. If
they want a fabric with subtle texture, the raised patterns or
moss  stitch  variations  offer  hundreds  of  options.  The  book
encourages exploration. By understanding that a pattern belongs
to a specific family, knitters can better predict how it will behave
in a garment—its drape, its stretch, and its tendency to curl. This
predictive power is invaluable when substituting a pattern in a
design.

The Power of the Pattern
Substitution
One of the most celebrated applications of the Barbara Walker
Treasury Of Knitting Patterns  is pattern substitution. Many
knitters use it to personalize commercial patterns. For instance, if
a sweater pattern calls for a specific stitch pattern but you prefer
a different texture or a more open lace, you can find a compatible
substitute in the Treasury. The key is to match the stitch repeat
(the number of stitches and rows required) and the gauge. The
book provides this crucial information for every pattern, making
substitution straightforward.
The ability to substitute is liberating. It transforms knitters from

passive followers of instructions into active creators.  With the
Treasury in hand, you are not limited to what the designer chose.
You can make a garment truly your own. This feature alone has
made the Barbara Walker Treasury Of Knitting Patterns an
essential tool for custom knitting and garment design.

CONTENT BREAKDOWN: A DEEP DIVE INTO THE
SECTIONS

The  breadth  of  content  in  the  Treasury  is  staggering.  Let’s
examine some of the most popular sections in detail.

Moss, Seed, and Knit-Purl
Textures
This section is the foundation. While these patterns may seem
simple,  Walker  presents  them with  remarkable  variation.  She
demonstrates how a simple change in the sequence of knits and
purls  can  create  completely  different  fabrics—from  the  granular
texture of seed stitch to the rippling effects of basketweave. For
beginners, this is an excellent place to start, as it requires only
basic skills but produces highly satisfying results. For advanced
knitters,  the  subtle  differences  between,  say,  a  double  moss
stitch  and  a  broken  rib  can  be  crucial  for  achieving  a  specific
look.
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Raised Patterns: Bobbles,
Popcorns, and Embroidery

Effects
Raised  patterns  add  dimension  and  tactility  to  knitting.  The
Barbara Walker Treasury Of Knitting Patterns includes an
extensive  collection  of  bobble  patterns,  from  small,  classic
bobbles  to  larger,  more  dramatic  versions.  She  also  covers
patterns that mimic embroidery, such as smocking and woven
stitches.  The instructions  for  these  patterns  are  exceptionally
clear, which is vital for techniques that can seem intimidating at
first.  Walker  explains not  just  how to make a bobble,  but  why it
works and how to integrate it into a larger fabric.

Openwork and Lace
Patterns
The lace section is one of the most treasured parts of the book. It
ranges from simple eyelets, which are perfect for summer tops
and baby garments, to complex, multi-row lace patterns suitable
for  heirloom shawls.  Walker’s  lace patterns  are  renowned for
being well-written and free of errors—a remarkable feat given the
complexity of many of the designs. She includes both traditional
Shetland lace patterns and her own original compositions. The

charts  are  particularly  helpful  here,  as  they  allow knitters  to
visualize the pattern’s structure and track their progress. This
section  alone  is  worth  the  price  of  the  book  for  many  lace
knitters.

Cable and Aran Patterns
Cables  are  a  perennial  favorite,  and  the  Barbara  Walker
Treasury  Of  Knitting  Patterns  provides  an  exhaustive
collection. She covers everything from simple traveling stitches
to  massive,  intricate  cables  that  intertwine  and  braid.  The
patterns  are  organized  by  complexity,  allowing  knitters  to
progress from simple learning exercises to advanced challenges.
Walker  also includes patterns that  combine cables with other
texture elements, such as bobbles and moss stitch, reflecting the
rich tradition of Aran knitting. Her explanations of how cables
cross and twist are some of the clearest ever written.

Color Patterns: Fair Isle and
Intarsia
While the book is primarily black and white, the color section is a
masterpiece of  design.  Walker  shows how to  create  stunning
colorwork using only two colors per row, a hallmark of Fair Isle
knitting. She provides dozens of patterns, from simple stripes to
complex  geometric  motifs.  The  section  also  covers  intarsia,
where blocks  of  color  are  worked with  separate  bobbins.  For
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knitters  who  find  colorwork  daunting,  Walker's  systematic
approach—breaking down patterns into manageable repeats—is
incredibly encouraging. The patterns are designed to be visually
striking without requiring an impossible level of tension control.

WHY THE TREASURY REMAINS ESSENTIAL TODAY

In  the  age  of  Ravelry,  YouTube  tutorials,  and  endless  free
patterns online, why does a physical book from 1968 remain a
staple? The answer lies in its depth, reliability, and the quality of
its  instruction.  The  internet  offers  infinite  variety,  but  it  lacks
curation and consistency.  The Barbara Walker Treasury Of
Knitting Patterns  offers  a  vetted  collection.  Every  pattern  has
been tested and re-tested for decades. There are no broken links,
no ambiguous abbreviations, and no missing rows. It is a solid,
unchanging resource.
Furthermore,  the book fosters  a  deeper  understanding of  the
craft.  A  knitter  who  works  through  sections  of  the  Treasury
develops an intuitive sense of stitch behavior. They learn to read
their knitting, to see where a pattern is headed, and to correct
mistakes  without  frogging entire  rows.  This  knowledge is  the
mark of a truly skilled knitter, and the Treasury is one of the best
tools for acquiring it.

The Book as a Design Tool
Beyond substitution, the Treasury is a powerful design tool. Many
modern knitwear designers use the Barbara Walker Treasury
Of Knitting Patterns as their primary source for stitch patterns.

The book provides a library of textures that can be combined in
endless ways to create original garments. A simple cardigan can
become a design statement by incorporating a panel of openwork
from the lace section, combined with a textured rib from the
raised patterns section. The possibilities are limited only by the
knitter’s imagination.
For self-published designers and indie dyers, the Treasury is often
cited as  a  key reference.  It  provides  a  shared vocabulary.  A
designer can say, "Use a pattern from Barbara Walker's Cable
section," and other knitters immediately understand the quality
and  type  of  pattern  being  referenced.  This  shared  language
strengthens the knitting community.

PRACTICAL ADVICE FOR USING THE TREASURY

To get the most out of this incredible resource, consider a few
practical approaches.

Start with Your Need: Don’t try to read it cover to cover.
Instead, use it as a problem-solving tool. Need a non-
curling edge? Go to the ribbing section. Want a dense fabric
for a winter hat? Explore the raised patterns. This purpose-
driven approach will familiarize you with the book's
structure quickly.
Work Swatches: The Treasury is a swatching goldmine.
Pick a pattern that intrigues you and knit a swatch.
Photograph it and note your gauge and needle size. This
builds a personal reference library of swatches, making
future design decisions easier.
Practice Reading Charts: Many knitters find charts
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intimidating. The Treasury includes both written
instructions and charts. Use the charts. They teach you to
see the pattern visually, which is a critical skill for
advanced knitting. Start with a simple chart from the knit-
purl texture section before moving to cables and lace.
Combine Patterns: Once you’re comfortable, try
combining two patterns from different sections. For
example, use a lace pattern for the body of a sweater and a
moss stitch pattern for the collar and cuffs. The Treasury is
a laboratory for creativity.

Where to Find Your Copy
The Barbara Walker Treasury Of Knitting Patterns is widely
available.  It  has  been  reprinted  many  times.  You  can  find  it  at
most yarn stores, major booksellers, and online platforms. Used
copies  are  also  common and often  in  excellent  condition,  as
knitters  tend  to  treasure  their  books.  There  is  a  companion
volume,  *A  Second  Treasury  of  Knitting  Patterns*,  which
continues  the  work  and  adds  even  more  patterns.  Both  are
considered essential for the serious knitter.
Note  on  Editions:  Ensure  you  are  purchasing  a  complete
edition. Some later printings may have minor variations in cover

design, but the content remains consistent. The standard edition
contains  over  500  patterns  and  is  roughly  300  pages  long,
making it a substantial, satisfying volume.

CONCLUSION: A TIMELESS INVESTMENT IN YOUR
CRAFT

The Barbara Walker Treasury Of Knitting Patterns is more
than a book;  it  is  a  rite  of  passage for  knitters  dedicated to
mastering  their  craft.  It  offers  a  depth  of  instruction  and
inspiration that no online resource can replicate. Its systematic
organization, clear instructions, and timeless patterns make it a
valuable tool for beginners seeking to expand their skills and for
seasoned designers looking for a reliable reference.
In a world of fast fashion and instant downloads, the Treasury
represents  a  slower,  more  thoughtful  approach  to  making.  It
encourages patience, experimentation, and a deep appreciation
for the structure of knitted fabric. By investing in this book, you
are not just buying a collection of patterns; you are acquiring a
teacher, a mentor, and a lifelong source of creative sparks. For
any knitter who wants to move beyond following patterns and
into the realm of true understanding and creation, the Barbara
Walker Treasury Of Knitting Patterns  is  an  indispensable
guide. It is a classic for a reason, and its wisdom will continue to
inspire generations of knitters to come.


