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INTRODUCTION:
THE ENDURING
ALLURE OF A FIRST
EDITION

When John Green's The
Fault  In  Our  Stars  hit
bookshelves in January
2012,  few  could  have
predicted  the  cultural
phenomenon  it  would
become.  The  story  of
Hazel  Grace Lancaster
and  Augustus  Waters
r e s o n a t e d  w i t h
mil l ions,  sparking
tears,  conversations,
and a lasting legacy in
young adult  literature.

For  col lectors  and
devoted fans, however,
one  version  of  this
beloved novel  holds a
special,  almost  sacred
place:  The  Fault  In
O u r  S t a r s  F i r s t
Edition.  Owning a first
printing  is  not  just
about  possessing  a
b o o k ;  i t  i s  a b o u t
hold ing  a  p iece  of
l i terary  history—a
tangible  connection to
the moment before the
world fell  in  love with
Hazel  and  Gus.  This
article  explores  the
significance,
identification,  market
value,  and  last ing
appeal  of  the  first
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edition of this modern
classic.

WHAT DEFINES A
FIRST EDITION OF
THE FAULT IN OUR
STARS?

Before  diving  into  the
collector's market, it is
crucial  to  understand
e x a c t l y  w h a t
constitutes  a  first
edition.  For  The  Fault
In Our Stars, published
by  Dutton  Books  (an
imprint  of  Penguin
Group), the first edition
is  technically  the  first
printing  of  the  first
edition.  In  publishing,
the  edition  refers  to
the content,  while the
printing (or impression)
refers to the press run.
A  "first  edition,  first
printing"  means  the
initial  set  of  copies
produced  from  the
o r i g i n a l  p l a t e s .
Subsequent  printings
(second,  third,  etc.)
often  include  minor

corrections or changes
but are not considered
true  first  editions  by
serious  collectors.

Identifyin
g a True
First
Printing
To verify if you own a
genuine The Fault In
O u r  S t a r s  F i r s t
Edition,  you  need  to
examine the copyright
page.  Look  for  the
number line, typically a
ser ies  of  numbers
indicating the printing.
A  common  format  is
"10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1" –
i f  the  number  1  i s
present,  it  signifies the
first  printing.
Additionally,  the  book
should  have  the  full
number  sequence
w i t h o u t  d r o p p e d
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n u m b e r s .  O t h e r
identifiers  include  the
p u b l i s h e r  n a m e
(Dutton  Books),  the
p u b l i c a t i o n  y e a r
( 2 0 1 2 ) ,  a n d  t h e
a b s e n c e  o f  a n y
m e n t i o n  o f  l a t e r
printings.  The  dust
jacket is also key: the
first  edition  jacket
features  a  photograph
o f  two  t eenage r s
sitting on a bench, with
a green sky and stars.
T h e  I S B N  f o r  t h e
hardcover  first  edition
i s  0 5 2 5 4 7 8 8 1 7
( I S B N - 1 3 :
9780525478812).

THE COLLECTIBLE
APPEAL AND
MARKET VALUE

Why do collectors seek
out The Fault In Our
Stars  First  Edition
with  such  dedication?
The  answer  lies  in  a
combination of literary
merit,  cultural  impact,
and scarcity. While the

book  sold  millions  of
copies  worldwide,  the
initial  print  run  was
re lat ive ly  modest
compared  to  later
mass-market  editions.
First  printings  in  fine
condition,  especially
those  signed  by  John
G r e e n ,  h a v e
a p p r e c i a t e d
significantly in value.

Current
Market
Prices
As of 2025, the market
for  first  editions  of  this
novel  remains  robust.
A  standard  first
printing  in  near-fine
condition (with a clean
dust  jacket  and  no
markings)  typically
sells  for  between  $75
and  $150.  Signed  first
editions,  particularly
those  inscribed  to  a
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specific  person  or  with
a  unique  doodle,  can
fetch  between  $300
a n d  $ 8 0 0 .
Exceptionally  pristine
copies  –  those  still  in
the  original  shrink-
w r a p  o r  w i t h
unblemished  jackets  –
have  been  known  to
exceed  $1 ,000  in
pr ivate  sales.  The
value is also influenced
b y  t h e  m o v i e
adaptation's  continued
popularity and Green's
status as a bestselling
author.

Factors
That
Affect
Value

Condition: The
most critical
factor. Books
with foxing,

spine creases,
torn dust jackets,
or library stamps
are worth
considerably
less.
Signed Copies:
Authentic
signatures,
especially with a
personal
inscription or a
small drawing of
a star or
cigarette,
dramatically
increase value.
First Printing
vs. Later
Printing: Only
the true first
printing carries
premium value.
Later printings
are worth little
more than the
cover price.
Dust Jacket:
The original dust
jacket must be
present and in
good condition. A
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first edition
without its jacket
loses about
50-70% of its
value.
Provenance:
Copies with a
documented
history, such as
being owned by
a notable figure
or purchased at a
special event,
can command a
higher price.

WHY THIS FIRST
EDITION MATTERS:
MORE THAN A
COLLECTOR'S ITEM

F o r  m a n y  f a n s ,
acquiring The Fault In
O u r  S t a r s  F i r s t
E d i t i o n  i s  a n
emotional  investment.
The  novel  deals  with
t h e m e s  o f  l o v e ,
m o r t a l i t y ,  a n d
meaning, and owning a
first printing feels like a
tribute  to  the  story's

impact  on  one's  life.
Unlike  newer  reprints
that may have updated
covers  or  different
formatting,  the  first
edition  preserves  the
original  design,  font
choices,  and even the
paper  stock.  It  is  the
exact  book  that  early
reviewers  held,  that
John  Green  signed  at
bookstore  events,  and
that  helped  launch  a
movement  of  honest
conversation  about
i l l n e s s  a n d
adolescence.

The
"Limited"
Nature of
First
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Printings
While  not  officially  a
limited edition, the first
print  run  was  finite.
Dutton initially  printed
around 200,000 copies
for  the  first  run—a
substantial  number,
but far fewer than the
m i l l i o n s  s o l d
subsequently.  Over
time,  as  copies  are
lost ,  damaged,  or
discarded, the number
of  collectible  first
editions  in  circulation
decreases. This natural
scarcity  drives  long-
term value. For serious
collectors,  finding  a
copy  that  has  been
stored  properly,  away
from  sunl ight  and
m o i s t u r e ,  i s  l i k e
discovering  a  small
treasure.

HOW TO CARE FOR
YOUR FIRST

EDITION

If  you  are  fortunate
enough to own a copy
of  The Fault  In  Our
Stars  First  Edition,
proper  preservation  is
essential.  Follow these
tips  to  maintain  its
value  and  beauty:

Keep it away1.
from direct
sunlight: UV
rays fade the
dust jacket and
can yellow the
pages.
Control2.
humidity: Store
in a cool, dry
environment
(ideally
65°F–70°F with
40-50% relative
humidity).
Use a3.
protective
cover: An
archival-quality
mylar dust jacket
cover prevents
tearing and dust
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accumulation.
Handle with4.
care: Hold the
book by its spine,
not the edges of
the dust jacket.
Avoid eating or
drinking near it.
Store5.
vertically:
Books should
stand upright on
a shelf, not
stacked
horizontally, to
avoid spine
damage.

WHERE TO BUY
AND SELL FIRST
EDITIONS

If  you  are  looking  to
add The Fault In Our
Stars First Edition to
your collection, several
reputable  sources
e x i s t .  O n l i n e
marketplaces  l ike
AbeBooks,  eBay,  and
Biblio  offer  many
listings, but it is vital to
ver i fy  the  sel ler 's

return policy and check
for the correct number
line.  Specialized  rare
book dealers,  such as
those  found  through
t h e  A n t i q u a r i a n
B o o k s e l l e r s '
Association of America
(ABAA),  often  provide
authenticated  copies
with  a  guarantee.  For
sellers, auction houses
o r  d i r e c t  s a l e  t o
collectors  can  yield
better  pr ices  than
l is t ing  on  genera l
platforms.  Always
request photographs of
the copyright page and
dust  jacket  before
purchasing.

Avoiding
Counterfe
its
As with any collectible,
counterfeit  copies
exist.  Unscrupulous
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sellers may attempt to
pass  off  later  printings
as  first  editions  by
altering  the  number
line or adding a forged
signature.  To  protect
yourself,  learn  the
specific  identifying
markers  of  the  first
printing,  such  as  the
cor rec t  ISBN,  the
p lacement  o f  t he
barcode  on  the  back
flap  of  the  dust  jacket,
and  the  specific  color
of the cover under the
jacket  (a  black  board
with silver lettering). If
a deal seems too good
to be true, it likely is.

THE LITERARY
LEGACY AND
COLLECTOR'S
COMMUNITY

The first  edition  of  The
Fault  In  Our  Stars  is
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a
physical  object;  i t
represents  an  era  of
young  adult  literature
t h a t  p u s h e d

boundar ies .  J ohn
Green's novel was one
of  the  first  to  address
the  messy  realities  of
teen cancer with both
h u m o r  a n d  r a w
emot ion ,  w i thout
r e l y i n g  o n
s e n t i m e n t a l i t y .
Collectors  often  form
communities—online
forums,  social  media
g r o u p s ,  a n d
conventions—where
they  trade  tips,  share
their finds, and discuss
the  minutiae  of  first
edition  variations.
Be ing  par t  o f  th i s
community  adds  a
social dimension to the
hobby,  turning  the
search  for  a  pristine
copy  into  a  shared
passion.

CONCLUSION: A
STAR THAT STILL
BURNS BRIGHT

Whether  you  are  a
lifelong  bibliophile,  a
devoted  fan  of  John
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Green, or someone just
beginning  to  explore
the  wor ld  o f  book
collecting,  The  Fault
In  Our  Stars  First
Edition  stands  as  a
remarkable  piece  of
modern literary history.
Its  value  is  not  solely
monetary; it is a vessel
for memories, a symbol
of a story that changed
how we talk about life
a n d  d e a t h ,  a n d  a
tangible  connection to

a moment in publishing
when a book became a
phenomenon. As years
pass,  these  first
ed i t ions  w i l l  on ly
become  more  scarce,
and  their  stories  will
continue to be told.  If
you have the chance to
acquire one, hold onto
i t—no t  j u s t  a s  an
investment,  but  as  a
reminder  that  some
stars, even when they
fade,  leave  a  lasting
light.


